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E 4. — Copy of a Letter from the Governor and 
Council to the Chief and Council at Dacca. 
Dated iit February-1763. 


N our letter of the 17th, we direct you to fufpen1 
I paying any regard to the orders which the Na- 

bob had fent to your factory. 

We are now to acquaint, that neither the Nabob 
nor the Prefident, ever underftood any dilolls or 
weavers employed by the Company, or the Eng- 
lifh gomafttabs, to be the dependants cf the Sircar, 
you are therefore to afford them the fame protec- 
tion, and maintain the fame authority over them 
as you have done formerly 3; and ycu will continue 
fo carry on your bufinefs as before; until you re- 
ceive regulations from the Board, taking always 
the greatef{t care to prevent your Agents from in- 
juring or oppreffing the country people. 


F 4. — The fame to Luckypoor. 


HESE orders being given, we waited for 

the arrival of the Members of the Board, 

who had been fent for from the fubordinate faéto- 
VoL. II. B ries, 
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et 


ries, and nothing remarkable occurs till they af- 
fembled, the 165th, except a minute delivered in 
by Mr. Amyatt, the 3d, intended to prove, in 
contraJiétion to the Prefident’s arguments, that he 
had acted without authority from the Board. How 
far this purpofe was anfwered, is left to others to 
judge from the minute itfelf, which follows. 

Mr. Amyatt lays before the Board the following 
minute, in reply to that which the Prefident deli- 
vered in taft Council day. 

In confequence of my having prefided at the 
Board during the abfence of Mr. Vanfittart, F fhall 
now take the liberty to reply in part to the minute 
which he laid before the Council on the 1ft in- 
itant. 

Firft, as the fubjeét of the letter to the Nabob, 
in refpeét to the tranfactions the.ein contained, 1 
fhall leave it to be debared and determined at the 
full Board, when the reft of the Members ar- 
rive, and when E make not the leaft doubt, hav- 
ing received the affiftance of their deliberations, 
but we fhall be able to form a fet of regulations 
equally equitable with the Prefident’s, and every 
way as conducive to the intereft of the Country 
Government, and our own, and, I truft, of a much 
greater tendency to prevent future jealoufies and 
animofities between ws, of which the claufe for 
fubjecting us fo thoroughly to their juclicature, 
muft have proved an inexhauftible fource. 

WhatI have therefore chiefly to point out is, 
that the Prefident, in this tranfaction, has aéted 
without a proper authority. It was but lait Coun- 
cil day, Gentiemen, that all the proceedings in 
this affair were read at our Board, and although 
i gave the greateft attention to the perufal, I 
could no where diftinguifh that we vefted the Pre- 
ident with the power he pretends. Nay, I ob 


ferye thas he himfelf can only pick out one phrafe 
te 
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to anfwer his purpofe ; from perverting even the 
literal fenfe of which, and entirely the well known 
meaning, of the Board, he draws a fanction of ours 
For what he has done. 

Right forry am I to find, that recourfe is had 
to playing on words, becaufe I think it is a cuftom 
which ought to be utterly excluded in matters {fo 
ferious as generally prove the bufinefs of this Boards 
and orders from them, which are not explicit, 
fhould rather be fcrupuloufly followed than taken 
in a vague and unlimited fenfe. It is needlefs to en- 
large much more on the fubjecét. * — on receipt of 
the articles from the Prefident and Mr. Hiattings, 
which we then underftood to be only propofcd, 
plainly demonftrate that we never gave, or intend- 
ed to give them power to conclude thefe or any 
other. Of courfe the Prefidenc’s doing: it was an 
authority affumed. But if he could fo well under- 
{tand, or I fhould rather fay wmz/-anderfiand the mean- 
ing of the Board in the above particular, and aét 
in confequence;s; how happens it, I fhould be gled 
to know, that their directions and earneft recom- 
mendations for procuring, reftitution for the late 
lofies of any individualis were not paid an equal re- 
gard to? 

Next, with refpect to the letter delivered in 
by Mefirs. Johnftone and Hays which I always 
held as a mere fecondary matter, but which I find 
the Prefident has expatiated upon very largely, I 
muft in the name of the Board deny that it met 
from them the approbation which he alledgess 
their minute, of which I think the fenfe cannor 
well be perverted, ferving no further than to c¥- 
prefs their opinion, that the apology of thofe Gen- 
tlemen was for the tranfaction in queition to them 
fatisfactory. Although I cannot implicitly agree 


ee ee 








* In the copy «ec “* our letters.” 
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with the Prefidenr, that the faid letter is filled with 
wnjult aod indecent reflections, yet I concur intirely 
that our Honourable Miafters fhould become the 
judges of this as of all our other proceedings. 

I remain {til of opinion, that the Major ought 
to be prefent at the Board, for as Iefteem found 
reafon and knowledge of the policy of the country 
to be greater requifites for executing the bufinefs in 
hand, than an acquaintance in the articles of the 
trade itfelf;,; I think his opinion and advice may be 
of equal weight and utility with any other member 
of the Board. Thefe, added to what ftands mi- 
mnuted on the confulrations of the ryth, are my rea- 
fons for defiring the Malajor’s prefence; for I afí- 
fure you, Gentlemen, I wifh not more than the 
Prefident, that the matter in queftion fhould be- 
come a point of conteft or party. 

‘The Prefident anfwered this minute as foon as 
it feemed neceffary, the 15th of February, as foon 
as the General Council had mets that is, he quot- 
ed the words of their letter of the rs5th November, 
and his ewn anfwer of the 1t of December. 

G4. The General Council, which affembled 
the 156th of February, confifted of the following 
Members 3 the Prefident, Ivir. timyatr, Mir. 
Batfon, ( Chicf of Coffimbuzar) Mr. Billers, 
€Chief of Luckypoor) Mr. Cartier, (Chief of Dac- 
ca) Mr. Hiaftings, (Chief of Burdwan) Mr. John- 
{tone, Mer. Hay, Mr. Mlerriott, and Mr. Watts. 
Their bufinefs, or at leaft the firft bufinefs was to 
fettle a plan for carrying on their private trade; it 
muft therefore appear ftrange, that the Council 
ihouid be opened by a motion from Mr. Amyatt, 
that Mayor Carnac fhould be fummoned to fit as a 
Member of this Council. It has been already men- 
tioned, that the Major was by the Company’s ap- 
poirntment to be a Member of the Board when mi- 
dirary aHlairs only were under debate, and it is not 

likely 


Relative to the Diffurbancest2z BENGAL. 5 


fikely, either that Mr. Amyatt and the reft of the 
Council would have impofed upon him a trouble 
fo foreign to his ftation, or that he himfelf would 
have confented to interfere, if they had not had 
fome particular point to carry. “The PreGident dif- 
fented, as before, from this motion, and fo did 
Mr. FEiaitings and Mr. Watts. The reft of the 
Gentlemen refolved that he fhould be called, and 
he was fummoned accordingly. 

As it was thus determined, that Major Carnac 
fhould it as a Member of the Board, the PreGidence 
thought that the commanding Officer, Major 
Adams fhould fit alfo, as it was cuftomary upon 
all occafions to fummon both, when it was necef- 
lary to fummon either. 

Accordingly, the two Field Officers took their 
feat at the Council, which then con&ifted of twelve, 
and Mr. Amyatt began with laying before them 
the occafion of their meeting, in the fellowing mi- 
nute. 

As the full Board are now afflem bled, I think it 
in fome meafure incumbent on me to inform the 
Members lately arrived, with the occafion of our 
having fummoned them to the prefidency. 

You may remember, Gentlemen, that about fix 
months ago, our trade in every part of the country 
mcet with great interruptions, and which from that 
time continued fo much increafing, that in the 
month of October a conference with the Nabeb was 
deemed abfolutely neceflary, to enquire into the 
cau‘e and remove them Lhe Prefident accord- 
ingly, being about to pay a vifit to the Nabob at 
Mongheer, undertook to fettle this amongft other 
bufinefs. To afift him in fo doing, we furnifhed 
him with copies of all the comptaints which had 
been made, and continued to tranfmit him copies 
of all others which came before the Board, with 


earne{t recommendations to obtain fatisfaction for 
B 3 the 
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the loes which thofe delays had occafioned, and 
endeavour to adjuft matters fo as to prevent any 
fuch from happening in future. 

From thefe inftructions, and the good difpofi- 
tion the Prefider:it feermmed to be in, we naturally 
hoped for the beft of confequences, an interrupted 
freedom to our juft trade, and an entire removal 
of the groundiefs jealoufies and diftrufts which {till 
fubfifted in a high degree on the part of the coun- 
try government, and gave us juft grounds to ap- 
prehbend that the Nabob wanted to break with us. 
Had our expectations been anfwered, a general 
harmony muft have reigned at our Board, and 
which I do affure our Gentlemen I have long wifh- 
ed to fee. 

It was therefore with much furprize that the 
Members of the Board, the bewinning of laft 
menth, received advice from Dacca, of the Na- 
bob’s having fent a fet of regulations tothat fac- 
tory for the government of their trade, and en- 
joined to them the itriétef{t obedience, with the fe- 
vereft threats. Part of thefe regulations we had 
before received in a joint letter from the PreGident 
and Mr. Hlaftings at Mongheer, but conceived 
them, as they expreffed it, to be only a plan propof- 
ed; we wrote an anfwer accordingly, dated the 
27th December, to which I refer you. The 
above letter from Dacca, however, having convin- 
ced us that the Prefidentr, either from mifunder- 
f{tandiog the orders of the Board, or too far ex- 
tending their meaning, had, on the part of our 
Government, granted his fanction and ratifica- 
tion not only to thefe, but feveral oiner impor- 
tant articles, entirely without the advice of his 
Council; we thought it necefiary to fummon your 
prefence to the Board, to confider of this mat- 
ter, as well refpecting the regularity of the tranf- 
actions, as the purport of the regulations them- 


felves, 
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felves, which in our opinion are far from having 
a tendency towards aniwering the good purpofes 
neceffary to us or wifhed for. 

I therefore fubmit to your confideration the fe- 
veral papers relative to this bufinefs, moft of which 
you will be direéted to in our confultation of 
1f{t inftant, and I earneftly advife your affiftance 
for bringing to a fpeedy determination a point {fo 
effentially neceffary to the freedom of our Ho- 
nourable Matters bufinefs, and all private trade. 

There alfo lays a complaint from the Gentle- 
men at Patna, of the Nabob’s having fhut up the 
Burbunna Gate, and cut off the immediate com- 
munication between the city and the factory, and 
in which point it feems the Prefident then on the 
fpot alfo concurred, contrary to the fenfe of the 
Board laft year, and which, for the honour of the 
factory, and influence fuch a conceffion muft have 
on the minds of every man in the country to our 
prejudice, ought to have met with his ftrenuocus 
oppofition. “his is a circumftance which muft 
come before us in the courfe of our deliberations, 
and I only mention it here with a view to dire&t 
you toa perufal of the Patna letter, becau‘e it doth 
not appear in the above-mentioned confultation of 
the rft inftant. 

The confideration of this affair will naturally 
lead us to compare the fenfe, fpirit, and tendency 
of the treaty now in queftion, with thofe made 
with Surajah Dowla, and confirmed by Meer jaf- 
fier Cawn, &c. wherein the unqueftioned authority 
and validity of the Duftuck is fo exprefly eftablifh- 
ed, unclog’d with any dilftinctions as to the goods 
for which it may be granted. 

I have further to obferve to you, Gentlemen, 
a circumftance on {fuch an occafion not unworthy 
of your attention. The Sunnuds by which we hold 

B 4 our 
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our late acquifitions, are only ‘Tuncaws, or an 
alignment cf thefe provinces, towards defraying 
the expences of a certain body of troops, to be 
kept up for the affiftance of the WNabob. In 
the prefent temper of the Nabob, this fo weak 
a title can hardly fail of proving a frefh fource 
of difpute. He already fhews a totai difincli- 
nation for the ufe of our troops, and may, when- 
ever he thinks himfelf in a condition to call our 
right in queftion, tell us that he has no longer 
occafion, and therefore will withdraw that reve- 
nue. “To prevent fuch pleas on the part of the Su- 
bah, and to eftablifh our right to thefe lands, as to 
Jagheers, by the fulleft and moft authentic Sun- 
nuds, and iach that, hereafter may be ever im- 
Gifputable, fhould other European nations come to 
take part in the affairs of Bengal, feems a point 
extremely requifite to be now confidered. The 
Company, for want of this matter being clearly 
explained, moft probably fuppofe that the prefent 
Sunnuds are of the moft extenfive and indifput- 
able kind, whereas in fact our force more than ™® title 
cân fupport us in the poffefion of them. 

I have the utmoft confidence, Gentlemen, that 
the refult of your deliberations will be fuch as to 
convince our HEionourable Matters that you are in- 
capable of being influenced by the fp rit of party, 

o 


* The nature of the grants by which the Company poft fs 
thofe lands is of very little moment. It is by the treaty with 
the Nabob they are ceded, and as long as that treaty of 
riendfhip and alliance fubfifts, he cannot difpute their right > 
if a breach of that friendthip happens, and a war breaks out, 
he will d fpoffe{s us if he is able, and that he would, if we had 
the King’s Firmauns. ‘Therefore the form of the grant is of 
no confequence, and this will hereafter be found to be the opi- 
nion of all the Council, when they entered into a new treaty 
with Meer Jaffer, at which time none of them thought thers 
Was any neceffity for demanding Jagheery Sunnuds. 
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or any mercenary motives, and that your only 
views are the prefervation of their honour and in- 
tereit, and the maintenance of their juft rights and 
privileges. 





H 4. -Copy of the Governors Minute of the 


1st4 February 1763. 


N anfwer to that pare of Mr. Amyatt’s minute 

of the 3d, where he fays that I pervert the 
meaning of the letter I received from the Board, 
dated the 15th November, I will only quote the 
words of the faid letter, and my anfwer, dated the 
1{t of December. 


Letter from the Gentlemen of Council to the 
| Governor. 


Nceclofed we tranfmit you an extract from your 
IL uckypoor letter, explaining the Shawbunder 
duties which they have always paid, and the nature 
of the frefh extortions which are now demanded, 
which we imagine may be of fervice to you in final- 


Zy fetling thefe matters upon a folid plan. 


Letter from the Governor to the Gentlemen of 
Courzczt. 


if Shall proceed, with Mr. Hlaftings’s affift€ance and 
concurrence, in fuch enquiries as {hall be necef- 
{ary on the fubjeét of the complaints now in quef- 
tion, and in eftablifhing fuch rules between the 
Nabob and us as may prevent them for the fu- 
ture. Accordingly, I framed with Mr. Hraftings 
fuch rules as feemed to us moft proper for the oc- 
¢cafion, and propofed them to the Nabob in feveral 

articles, 
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articles, as contained in our letter to the Board of 
the sth December. But the Nabob not chufingg 
to accede to thole articles, repretented to me again 
his grievances in a letter the 26th December, the 
day before my departure for Patna; and as I had 
no further inftructions from the Board than thofe 
before quoted from their letter of the 15th Novem- 
ber, and no reply to my anfwer of the 1{t Decem- 
ber, where I faid I would eftablifh rules for the 
conduét of the Nabob’s people and ours; and as 
the regulations propofed feemed to me altogether 
mneceflary and reafonable, I made no doubt of their 
being approved by the Board, and confequently 
made no fcruple to write an anfwer to the Nabob, 
alluring him that things fhould be carried on ac- 
cording, to thofe rules. 

Upon the minute of the 1ft inftant, I have fuf- 
ficiently flhewn the reafons why thofe rules for car- 
rying on the private inland trade, and reftrainings 
the power of our Gomattahs, feemed to me equit- 
able and neceffary, and the moft proper for the 
end propofed ; but as much as I am inclined to 
give the Officers of the Country Government their 
due authority, yet I am by no means difpofed to 
fubmit to an abufe of that authority, or fuffer them 
to go beyond the limits prefcribed by thofe regu- 
lations, which, were they ftrictly obferved by both 
parties, would, [ think, remove all occafions of 
complaint from both fides. But I grant that the 
late ccnduct of the Government’s Officers in many 
parts of the country, gives me too much reafon to 
think with the reft of the Board, that they cannot 
exercife authority without oppreffion, and that 
whatever caufe they might have of complaint againft 
the Englifh Gomaftahs, their own tyrannics are yet 
more infupportable ; for inftead of freeing our trade 
from any impediment, detention, or obftruction 
under pretence of cuftoms, duftore, &c. which 


was 
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was my only intent in laying down fuch rules, 
they have had a quite contrary effect ; the Officers 
of the Government prefuming upon the reftraints 
laid on our Agents and Gomattahs, having gone 
directly contrary to the conditions prefcribed to 
them. I agree therefore in the neceffity of enter- 
ing into articles of agreement with the Nabob, 
fuch as fhall appear moft proper for regulating the 
manner of carrying on our tradein thofe articles, 
which before the troubles ufed to be deemed illi- 
cit, and for confining the Government’s. Officers, 
and our Gomaftahs within the due bounds of their 
refpective employments, of which articles copies 
fhould be given to every Officer of the Govern- 
ment, and every Gomaftah, for their guidance. In 
the mean time, I have made the ftrongeft reprefen- 
tations to the Nabob, upon the violences commit- 
ted by his Officers in different parts, in direct vio- 
lation of the agreement between us. Copies of 
my letters to the Nabob, Syed Mahomet Cawn, 
and Mahomed Aly Beg are hereunto annexed. I 
lay before you likewife a number of complaints 
tran{mitted to me by Syed Mahomed Cawn from 
the Zilladors, and other Officers of the feveral 
diftricts under his immediate direction, and which 
it will be neceflary to take under confideratian at 
the time of debating upon the intended regula- 
tations, that fuch of them as appear well grounded 
may be remedied. 

I 4. Frefh complaints from Patna and Dacca 
factories were read at this confultation ; from the 
former, that fome bBbullocks loaded with the Com- 
pany’s falt-petre were ftopt at one of the Chockeys 
Or Guards; and from the latter, that great ob- 
{tructions were given to their trade at Serampore. 
On the other hand, a number of reprefentations 
were received alfo from Syed Mahomed Cawn, 
the WNabob’s deputy at Mloorfhedabad, of the 


violence 
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violence and unjuft proceedings of the l¢:nglifh Go- 
matftahs. Upon the firft it was refolved thar all 
trade fhould be carried on as before, and in cafe 
any of the Government’s Officers fhould obftruct it, 
they fhould be oppofed by force and feized. Upon 
the fecond, “hat the repretentations fhould be tranf- 
lated and fent to the fubordinate factories which 
they concerned, and from whence, for the moft 
part, no anfwer was received, or, if any came, it 
was taken no further notice of. 

As the officers of the Country Government had 
exercifed their authority fo unjuftly, the Prefident 
agreed it was become neceffary to reftrain them by 
force upon fome occafions. The misfortune was, 
that thofe who had long wifhed for a rupture with 
the Nabob, muft be the judges of thofe occafions, 
and confequently it was to be feared that they would 
make ufe of this authority beyond what was in- 
tended or necefflary, particularly Mr. Ellis; how- 
ever, there was no poffibility of preventing it, and 
to have argued againft it, would only have ferved 
to make them more violent, becaufe the objections 
that would have been made muft have been perfonal 
againft fome of the members then prefent at the 
board, or againft Mr. Ellis, with whom they were 
firmly wuicu. The Prefident therefore thought 
the likelieft way of preventing any bad confequences 
upon this order, would be to acquaint the Nabob 
immediately, with the danger to which his. own 
haftinefs and the infolence of his officers had ex- 
pofed him, and recommend to him in the moft ftre- 
nuous manner to forbid their interrupting the bufi- 
nefs of any Englifh Gomattah, or giving further 
eccafion for difputres, which might end in a breach 
of our friendhhip. 


Relative to the Diflurbancesin BENGAL. 13 


The following is a Copy of the Letter the Prefident 


wrote the Nabob on this Occa/fion. 


<¢ I have already informed you of the oppref- 
fions and infolences of Mahomed Aly Beg, anda 
now inclofe you a copy of a letter wrote by nim 
to Abdulla Aumil of Sundeep Purgunnah. Con- 
fider it is his defign not to fuffer a fingie Englii- 
man in the country, and to punifh whoever fhali 
take upon himfelf the name of an Englifhman. 
Accordingly, the Company’s bufinefs and that 
of private gentlemen, has been every where 
ftopt, whercby they have been, and {till are fub- 
ject to many loffes; and the agreement which 
was made between you and me, for the removal 
of the difputes between your dependents and 
ours, has been entirely braken off by Mahomed 
Aly. As his proceedings are prejudicial both 
to your intereft and the Company’s, it would 
have been proper at the inftant of my receiving 
the copy of his letter, to have difpatched fome 
of the Company’s people to feize him, and to 
have fent him prifoner ro you. However, as he 
isa fervant of yours, I have contented myfelf with 
reprefenting the affair to you, and I wait your an- 
{wer , out of the friendfhip fubfifiing between you 
and me, it is proper you inflict due punifhmente 
on him, and make him anfwerable for the loiies, 
he has been the occafion of; if not, I cannot Ge 
quiet, and fee the Company’s and private gen- 
tlemen’s affairs goto ruin. Inclofed I tran{mic 
you the copy of a letter I have wrote to Ma- 
homed Aly.”’ | 
Nothing elfe remarkable paffed at this frit meer- 


ing of the Council, but a letter delivered in b 
Major Carnac, claiming the command, of the de- 
tachment ftativned at Patna. “Phe terms cf his let. 
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ter, are proofs fufficient, that he was the chief ad- 
vifer of the refolution for calling down the members 
of the Board from the tubordinates; and that to 
carry this point for himfelf, was one of the objects 
of that refolution.——The following is a copy of 
his letter. 


Copy of a Letter from Major Carnac fo rhe 
Governor and Crlozzzczl. 
Dated 15 February 1763. 


HE being deprived of the command of a body 
of your forces, at the head whereof I had the 
good fortune to meet with fome fuccefs, and the 
being ever fince detained here, you will readily be- 
lieve muft have occafioned much uneafinefs to me 3 
however, till now, I defpaired cf any remedy from 
a conviction that my remonttrances would prove in- 
effectual, and only ferve to involve me in frefh al- 
tercations, which I was wiliinge to avoid. The 
ftation of Patna teing the moft iikely quarter from 
whence we are to expect troubles, is undoubtedly 
the poft of honour, and as fuch, from my rank, I had 
the beft title thereto, unlefs I had forfeited it by any 
ill behaviour on my part, which, whatever may be 
the opinion of a few of the members, 1 pleafe my- 
felf with thinking is not the general fenfe of the 
board. I am happy in the perfuafion that I cannot 
now fail of redrefs, if Iam deterving thereof, and 
flatter myfe f, Gentlemen, if you are for continuing 
the Company’s forces in that quarter, that I fhall 
have your orders to proceed thither and take the 
command of them, unlefs you have any other more 
immediate call for my fervices. 

It will be remembered that the reafon for calling 
Major Carnac down irom Patna in June, 1761, was 
to put an erd to the difputes with the Nabeb, und his 
appilegation 
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application to go back at this time, when difputes 
were growing every day, has all the appearance of 
his wifhing to make them worfe. 

‘he confultation of the 18 February, has a letter 
from the Patna Factory, which fhews they were 
ready enough to make ufe of their own force with 
out waiting for, our orders. 


K 4.——Copy of a Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Patna, zo zbe Board. 


Dearth fome years ago, which had very near 
A proved fatal to our troops here, mace it necef- 
fary that fome precaution fhould be taken to avoid as 
much as poffible our experiencing the like diftrefs in 
future. For this purpofe, Mr. Amyatt, then Chief of 
this factory, eftablifhed a Gunge, where our people 
have ever fince been amply fupplied with provifions, 
ata cheaper rate than they can te elfewhere, and 
at the fame time prevented their falling into the 
numerous broils that muft daily happen from their 
being obhHged to feek their fuftenance in the dif- 
ferent markets ofthe city. Advantages well known 
to every perfon who has refided any time at Patna, 

This Gunge the Prefident agreed with the Nabob 
fhould be abolifhed, and in its ftead he defired the 
Chief to lay up 20,000 maunds of grain on account 
of the Company, which we however have thoughe 
moft proper to defer, not chufing to put our em- 
ployers to what we deem an unnecefiary and un- 
profitable rifk, without the fanction of your orders. 

The encouragement given Nobit Roy on this 
occafion, has induced him to feize, and carry away 
by force, all the dealers of this gunge, to detain 
boats loaded with our own particular property hav- 


ing duftucks, and to fend the Chief word that he 
wil 
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will not fuffer a further importation of grain; he 
has likewife publicly punifhed three boatmen, who 
have been long employed in this fervice, and made 
proclamations through the city, that whoever 
brings grain to the Englifh fhall be treated in the 
Jame manner, which can be conftrued in no other 
light, than a determination to diftrefs us in the 
ig tender point, viz. that of the necefflaries of 
life. 

After fuch infolence on his part, an obfervance 
of pundctilios on our*’s would be truly ridiculous, 
and alfo defervedly fubjeét us to the imputation of 
being wanting in our duty tothcfe we ferve, as well 
as to tho'e committed to our charge, we fhall 
therefore ufe as little ceremony in releafing our 
boats as he does in feizing them, avoid at the fame 
time any kind of offence, but acting confiftentrly 
with the firft great law of nature. In the interim 
we fhall expeét your orders. 

The fubjeét of this letter was referved to be con- 
fTidered along with the other difputed points, and 
the following plan was fettled for conducting the 
debate. 

Firft, To colleét the opinion of the Board on 
the regulations fettld with the Nabob by the 

rendent 

Secondly, To determine on the Patna letters re- 
fpecting the Burbunna Gate, the intrenchment by 
the river-fide, and the Gunge. 

Thirdly, On the difpofition of the troops and 
Major Carnac’s tetter. 

The roth, the firmauns and grants not being 
ready, only the fecond article of the plan was con- 
dered, viz. Whether the Nabob fhould be per- 
mitted to fhut up one of the gates of the Patne 
city, and to clofe the breach between the wall and 
the river, and whether Mr. Ellis fhould keep his 
Gunge. The opinions were as follows. 





Extras? 
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Eixtraét of Confultation of the 19th February 1762. 


< Read the following Minute delivered in by the 
<< Prefident relative to the Burbunna Gate, and 
<< the Intrenchments.”’ 


The Prefident’?s Niinute. 


In order to underftand the queftion concerning the 
Burbunna Gate, and the intrenchments by the wa- 
ter-fide, it is neceffary to defcribe the fituation of 
the places, and to refer to what paffed on this fubjecét 
laft year. 

The city of Patna extending itfelf above two 
miles from Eaft to Weft along by the river-fide, 
has two principal gates, one at the eaft-end, the 
other at the weft; between the weftern gate and 
the river-fide, is the Burbdunna-gate, or rather 
wicker, being a tmall entrance into a very narrow 
{treet 3; and the Englifh factory being fituated on 
the river-Gde, about two or three hundred yards 
to the weftwarl of the city-walls, and from this 
gate-way, ufed to find a convenience in this en- 
trance, as the principal weftern gate is a fuli half 
mile from the factory. The city is furrounded by 
a wall and ditch, except by the river-fide. “The 
north-eaft angle is clofed by the Citadel, or rather 
the Nabob’s palace, which extends itfelf into the 
river, fo that there is no pafflage by it. 

At the north-weit end is a baftion, called the 
Mootany Baftion, between which and the river was 
an open paflage into the town. 

In the month of February 1762, feveral men of 
Captain Cairftair’s party having deferred, Mr. Ellis 
fent to Rajebullub, then Naib of Patna, to defire 
he would give orders to prevent any of our foldiers 
from going into the city. Rajyebullub acquainted 
the Nabob with Mr. Ejlis’s defire, and received or- 

Yor. IL. C ders 
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ders from him to fhut all the gates and outlets of 
the city, except the eaft and weft-gates, of which 
he advifed Mr. Ellis, and defired he would order 
that none of the Europeans fhould go into the city, 
and that fuch cf the people of the factory as had 
bufinefs there fhould cnter by the weftern gate. 
Mr. Ellis wrote to Raj bullub in anfwer, that the 
fhutting the Burbunna wicket would put a ftop 
to all the bufGinefs of the factory, and that therefore 
he muft not flhut it, and that at che fame time he 
reprefented to the Board the inconvenience that 
would attend the fhutting it, the weft gate being 
diftant from the factory ar Jeaft half a mile; and 
mentioned that Rayebullub had begun to raife a 
wall from the baftion next the factory down to the 
river, thereby to prevent all communication, in 
fo much that no boat could track up to the factory, 
and that the confequence of allowing it would be 
the obliging all boats to pull up the other fide cf 
the river: At the fame time Mr. Ellis fent peop'e 
to prevent the Burbunna-wicket being fhut, or the 
outlet by the water-fide clofed. In confultation of 
the 22d of February, I was defired by the Board 
to write to the Nabob, to requeft him to order the 
Burbunna-gate to be left open, and in the letter to 
Mr. Ellis, where he is acquainted with this refo- 
Iution, that he fhould prevent the wall or breaft- 
work being carried on by the river-fide, fo far as 
it might obftruct boats tracking up on that fide of 
the rivcr. Agreeably to the refolution of the Board, 
I wrote to the Nabob, defiring he would order the 
Burbunna gate to be left Open, for the convenience 
of our factory, and the Nabob gave orders accord- 
ingly. 

Thus the affairs refted till I came to Mongheer, 
when the Nabob reprefented the inconvenience of 
having thofe two outlets left open. <c That the 
< Seapoys and other people of the factory often 

“se came 
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€ came into town by thofe ways, quarrclled 
s with the inhabitants, and plundered or i)]l-treated 
<< them, and eitcaped again to the factory without 
<< its being poffible to bring them to juftice; and 
<< that befides, the town could not be in a flate of 
€ defence until the palage by the river was fe- 
‘+ cored.” | 

As I was going to Patna, I told the Nabob I 
fhould be a better judge when I had feen the place 
myfelf. Upon my arrival at Patna, I took a view 
of the places with Mr. Ellis. The Burbunna-gate 
was no doubt a convenience to fuch of the fervants 
of the factory as refaided in the city, but to go 
round to the weftern gate is not a greater incon- 
venience than every perfon who has to do with a 
fortifed town mult fubmit to, nor do if find that 
the Company carry on any bufinefs in the city. 
And as to the opening between the Mootany- 
baftion and the river, it is fuch an one as no perfon 
who has the charge of a fortified place would on 
any account fuffer ; fo far from being fecured by 
the Engiifh factory, I can affert, that it would be 
very eafy for an enemy to pafs by the factory by 
nighr, and enter the town before any alarm could 
be given ; befades the factory itfeif, which is in no 
refpect like a fortification, might be taken by an 
enemy, and the city thereby expofed to certain de- 
ftruction, if this paffage muft be left open. A 
cafe which, though not likely to happen, yet ought 
certainly to be guarded againit. 

As to the difficulty of boats going up by the 
river-fide, it is a mere exaggeration, like many other 
parts of Mr. Ellis’s differtations on thefe fubjeét . 
Boats will have only to row or warp a few yards at the 
wett-end, as they are already obliged todo at the eatft- 
end, where, as l have before obferved, the Kella {tops 
the paffage, and where I faw boats pafs up without 
the leaft difficulty ; and it is well Known that there 

2. are. 
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are very many places between this and Patna, where 
boats cannot track on account of the Junguls, the 
fteepnefs of the banks, or other obftructions. Fi- 
nally, as the city belongs to the Nabob, and he is 
anfwerable for the charge of it, and for the perfons 
and properties of the inhabitants, he has undoubted 
right to fortify it in any manner he pleafes. Thelle 
my fentiments I explained fully to Mr. Ellis. And 
Wobit Roy having applied to me on the fubject, I 
gave him an anfwer, of which application and an- 
{wer, the following are copies. 


From Nobit Roy fo the Governor. 


By reafon of the paflage by the water-fide, and 
the wickets of the fort being open, the town could 
mot be properly taken care of, I therefore fhut up 
the wickets, and left the eaft and weft gates for 
people to pafs in and out, yet the inconveniencies 
will not be remedied, until the Burbunna-wicket 
and the pafflages by the water-fide are alfo ftopt 
up. Edad the palage of the Burbunna-wicker, 
&c. been ftopr, how could the Bouglepoor thieves 
and prifoners have made their efcape; the paffage 
and wicket being open, renders it impoffible for 
me to protect the town, and is a means of dif- 
turbance in my affairs, of contempt of the govern- 
ment, and of infecurity to the fort. As the care 
of the fortis a neceflary work, and the regulation 
of it is my bufinefs, it therefore belongs to me alfo 
to fhut up the wickets and the pafflage; if I am 
prevented from doing this, what is the advantage 
of my ftaying here? 


from the Governor to Nobit Roy. 


I underftand what you write about fhutting up 
the Burbunna-gate and the paflage by the river- 
fide, and I have feen the two places you fpeak of. 

‘Ine 
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The ftopping, up the paffage by the river fide is 
avery proper work. As cto the fhutting up the 
gate, although there feems to be no great neceffity 
for it, and the going round about will be an incon- 
venience to the factory, yet as it is the Nabob’s or- 
der, do it whenever you think proper, no one will 
interrupt you. 


Major Carnac’s Remark on the Prefident’?s Minute. 


Major Carnac begs leave to obfesve, in anfwer 
to that part of the Prefident’s minute, in vindica- 
tion of the Nabob’s ftrengthening that part of the 
city fo clofe to our factory, that it cannot be necef- 
fary, unlefs he means to ftrengthen it againft the 
factory itfelf, which he perfuades himielf the ma- 
jority of the Board will look upon asa greater fe- 
curity to that end of the city than the temporary 
trifling works now thrown up by the Nabob. 


Mr. Watis’s Opinion. 


Mr. Watts is of opinion that the Nabob ought to 
be wrote to, to open the gate and throw down the 
pallifadoes, and fuch part of the entrenchment as 
obftrucéts the tracking of the boats to the factory on 
that fade of the river. 


Mr. Marriot is of the fame opinion. 


Mr. Eday’s Opinion. 


Mr. Hay is of the fame opinion, with this ad- 
dition, that if the Nabob refufes to comply with 
the Prefident?s defire, Mr. Ellis fhould then have 
orders to open the gate, and throw down to much 
of the intrenchment as obftruéts the pafflage of the 
boats. 


C 3 i\ir. 
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Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 


Mr. Johnftone is of opinion, that the fhutting 
up the Burbunna gate, and making the trench and 
pallifadoes into the river, could be of no fervice for 
the fecurity of the town againft a foreign enemy 
whilit the Nabob depends on us as his friends 3 and 
that it remarks, in this time of tranquillity, a dif- 
truft of us in particular, and has been fo underftood 
by every body in thofe quarters, and is confidered 
as an advantage gained over our Chief in a point 
hitherto difputed with the Nabob, though never 
defired by his predecefiors. To keep up our credit 
therefore, and for the great convenience it is to uss 
and ever has been to our factory, he thinks the 
INabob fhould be addrefied, as the general fenti- 
ments of the Board, to reftore things to the fitua- 
tion they were in before, and if he refufes, that 
Mr. Ellis fhould be empowered to do it himfelf. 


Ar. Eiaftings’s Opinion. 


As every occafion fhould be avoided of alarming 
the people of the country with the appearances of dif- 
truft, or contention between the Nabob and us, and 
as it has been deemed that the cafes now in debate 
have {fuch a tendency, Mr. Hiaftings is of opinion, 
that the Prefadent fhould write to the Nabob, and 
defire him to caufe the Burbunna-gate to be opened, 
and the entrenchments by the river-fide made paf- 
fable for boats. But he fees no occafion for fend- 
ing a public order to the gentlemen at Patna, to 
effect either by force, nor does he think it can be 
done without manifeft violation of our treaty of 
alliance with the Nabob, as he has the fole autho- 
rity to take fuch meafures for the regulation or 
{trengthening of his own fortified city, as he thinks 


proper, 
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proper, whilft he encroaches upon none of our 
known rights. 


Mr. Cartier’s Opinion. 


Mr. Cartier begs leave to obferve, that never hav- 
ing been at Patna, he can form no other judgment 
as to the affairs of the Burbunna-gate, ani the cir- 
cumftances ofits being fhut, than what he has been 
informed of by the letters from Patna. 

From them he finds the fervants of the factory 
have now a convenient communication with the city, 
as likewife their hofpital ; that the fhutting up the 

ate is a matter of pique, and intended to affront 
Mr. Ellis, and if him, confequently the nation, and 
muft have been confidered in that light by the inha- 
bicanrs of Patna, who apprehenfive of the confe- 
quences, many have left their houfes, and carried 
their families to other parts; that this proceeding: 
has raifed a notion in the country of ovr little at- 
tachment to the Nabob, which he has very impru- 
dently encouraged by the fufpicions he feems to 
harbour in his mind, and acting in a manner {fo con- 
trary to that confidence he ought to place in us; 
that our attachment to him is his fole fecurity and 
{.feguard, which if once leffened, or even fufpected 
to be fo, might probably have the worft of confe- 
quences on his affairs, that for his own fafety, and 
freeing the country from difturbances, it ought to 
be a point infifted upon, that the faid gate fhould 
be opened; more particularly, as it was the only 
one of the city left open during, the troubles of three 
years in that province, and no danger from being 
continued to be fo in a time of profound peace can 
poffibly be dreaded; and if the Prefident’s applica- 
tion on this head is not complied with, that direc- 
tions fhall be fent to Mr. Ellis to open it, and that 
pare of the intrenchmente to be thrown down that 


is a real inconvenience to the factory. 
C 4 Aita 
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Mr. Billers and Mr. Batfon’s Opinions. 


Mr. Batfen confiders the fhutting up of the Bor- 
bunna-gate, and the intrenchments raifed by the 
WNabob againft our factory, is an indignity defigned 
us, and really an act of hoftility ; he is therefore of 
Opinion that the gate fhould be ordered to be left 
open as formerly, and fo much of the intrenchment 
removed, as Mr. Ellis and the council may judge 
for the fafety and convenience of our factory; and 
we fhould write to the Nabobto give orders for the 
above purpofes, which if he refufes to comply with, 
Mr. Ellis fhould be ordered to execute them. 


Major Carnac’s Opinion. 


By the Burbunna-gate has been time out of mind 
a communication between the city and factory, 
therefore the Nabob’s ordering it to be fhut up can- 
not but argue in him an indifpofition towards us, 
efpecially as the works executing there, carry all 
the appearance of a defire to ftrengthen himfelf on 
the de next to us; nor does it appear that any 
advantage or conveniency will refult to the Nabob 
from the ftopping this communication, and the 
reafon principally infifted on feems to be, that the 
Wabob is mafter of his own city, and may do as he 
pleafes. “Fhe fame might with equal juftice be 
given for his refuting to allow any entrance what- 
ever to the Englifh into the city 3; be has done the 
next thing, to it; rendered our admiffion as incon- 
venient as pofible tous. Befidces, the gentlemen at 
Patna affure us their boats will, from the obftructions 
now made, be expofed to great rifks. “Fhe Major 
is therefore of opinion, thar the Nabob fhould be 
wrote to in the moft preffing manner, and reprefen- 
tations made to him, that the fhutting the Bur- 
bunna-gate cannot fail creating throughout the 


countrys 
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country, the perfuafion that he and the Englifh are 
upon bad terms, which it is equally his bufinefs as 
Ours to prevent 5 that therefore, to remove any fuf- 
picions of that nature, we muft infift upon that 
gate being again opened, and that part of the city 
be left in the ufual ftate. If after fuch reprefenta- 
tions the Nabob continues obftinate, the Major 
thinks the Board wiil be juftified in giving orders 
to Mr. Ellis to open the communication, and the 
Wabob will have only himfelf to blame for having 
reduced us to that neceffity. 


llr. Amyatt’s Opinicn. 


Mr. Amyatt declares, that of his own knowledge 
this gate has been kept open for thefe nineteen years 
pait, and was the only one of the city which was 
open during the time of thetwo fieges at Patna, as 
being efteemed a neceflary communication with the 
factory, by the guns whereof it was covered ; that 
he therefore imagines the fhutting of it up muft 
proceed either from a pique to Mr. Ellis, or an in- 
tention to diminifh the Englifh influence in the 
country; that for thefe reafons, and, as it is at- 
tended with great inconvenience to us, and no ad- 
vantage to the INabob, he agrees in opinion with 
Mr. Hiay in regard to opening it, and removing 
the intrenchment by the water-fide. 


NtTajor Adams’s Opinion. 


Major Adams is of opinion that the fhutting of 
this gate is Of no advantage to the Nabob ; that fo 
far from ftrengthening the city, he thinks it rather 
contributes to weaken it, and has an appearance of 
a jealoufy fubfifting, which may be prejudicial to 
the Company’s. affairs, and to the Nabob himfelf ; 
and chat therefore the Prefident ought to write to 

the 
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the Nabob, to infift upon the gates being opened, 
and a necefflary palage left from the intrenchment 
for the tracking of boats. 

In confequence of the fubftance of the opinion of 
the Board, the Prefident acquaints them he will 
fend a letter to the Nabob, to the following purport. 


Io the INabob. 
19 February 1763. 


Hi E Chief and Council of Patna factory 

have reprefented to me and the Council of 
Calcutta, that by fhutting up the Burbunna-gate 
or wicket of the city, all the fervants of the factory 
are fubjected to great inconvenience in going to and 
from their houfes, and the Company’s bufinefs im- 
peded ; and further, that by carrying ona wall or 
intrenchment from the Baftion to the water-fide, 
boats are prevented from tracking upto the factory, 
and will be obliged to pull up on the other fide, 
which will be a great inconvenience to the bufinefs 
of the Company and the gentlemen of the factory, 
and it appears to me that the Burbunna-gate has 
always been open for twenty years paft, and that 
during the troubles, when the city was befieged, 
the faid gate was of particular fervice, as afiiftance 
went by that road from the factory for the defence 
of the city, and the fhutting it up at this time has not 
a good appearance, but raifes diftruft and jealoufy 
in the minds of the people, and Alls the inhabitants 
with apprehenfions, as if there fubfifted not a per- 
fect friendfhip between you and the Company 3; and 
as fuch reports are equally prejudicial to your af- 
fairs, and the Company’s, and it is unreafonable 
you fhould lay any obftructions in the way of the 
Company’s bufinefs, or the fervants of the factory 5 
it is therefore thought very improper on all ac- 
counts 
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counts, to fhut up the faid gate, and I write to you 
therefore, according to the advice of the Council, 
to defire you will order it to be kept open as be- 
fore, as reports of this kind to prejudice and di- 
minifh the Company’s name, will not be admitted ; 
and that you will order the wall or entrenchment, 
from the baftion to the river-fide, to be made in 
fuch a manner, that there may be room for the 
boat people to track up the boats. 

As your compliance herewith can be attended 
with no lofs or hindrance to your affairs, it is ne- 
ceffary that you give orders accordingly, that the 
people may fee there is an entire confidence and 
friendfhip between you and the Company, and all 
jealoufies and apprehenfions may be removed. 


The reafoning of the Council upon the forego- 
ing fubjyeét, amounts to this, that the fhutting up 
the gare of the city, and clofing the breach or 
pafflage between that and the river, would have an 
appearance of a jealoufy or difagreement between 
the Nabob and the Companys wherefore he fhouid 
be wrote to in a peremptory manner to keep them 
open, and if he did not comply, Mr. Eliis fhould 
open them by force. A moft extraordinary me- 
thod of removing all appearances of jealoufy and 
difagreemente. 

With refpect to the Gunge, the whole Board 
agree in the impropriety of Mr. Ellis’s keeping it, 
and the following refolution was made. 

< With refpect to the Gunge, it is unanimoufly 
<< agreed by the Board, that initead thereof, a li- 
‘<< mited number of licenced fhopkeepers fhall be 
< eftablifhed, to fupply with provifions the Bazars 
“© of the army and the factory; that they fhall noe 
< however become a Gunge or wholefale marker, 
e< but erect their fhops and {ftorehoufes in fuch place 
¢¢ as fhall be agreed on between the Chief and No- 


s bit 


28 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


«< bit Roy, and fuffer the ufual cuftoms to be col- 
<< lected by a Daroga on the part of the Govern- 
¢* ment; and that all this being done, the prefcent 
.« Gunge is to be removed.” 

L 4. — The next confultation, the 22d, was taken 
up with the reading the firmauns and grants, and ıt was 
agreed that the feveral members fhould prepare their 
opinions upon the regulations I had made with the 
Wabob, andthe extent of the priviledges of our pri- 
wate trade, by way of anfwerto the following fix 
qgueftions. 

1. Whether by the Firmaun and fubfequent 
treaties, we have a right to trade in every article, 
whether for foreign or inland trade, duty free. 

2d. Whether any duties ought to be paid to the 
country Government on falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, 
or any other articles. 

gd. W hetner che Company’s duftuck fhall be for 
the future granted for fuch articles. | 

<< Of late the trade of falt from Calcutta up the 
<< country has been carried on by the Englifh inba- 
«se bitants in general, who having firft paid the du- 
<< ties at Hougly, and having got the Fougedar’s 
<< duftuck or rewAna, had then a paffport or cer- 
<< rtificate from the Prefident to accompany it.”° 

ath. Whether certificates fhould in future be 
granted to any but company’s fervants. 

stb Whether the Englifh Gomafitahs in any 
part of the three provinces fhall be fubject in any 
manner to the controul of the Officers of the coun- 
try Government, and how far. 

61h. If not, how are we to regulate the difputes 
that may happen betwixt them and the country Go- 
vernment, and particularly in thofe parts where we 
have no factory. 

At the fame confultation (the 22d Februfry) was 
read the following letter of complaint from Lucky- 
poor. 

Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Middleton zo rhe 


Governor and Council. 


Dated 16 February 1763. 


Addreffed you the r4th inftant, and informed 

you that the houfes of Golam Hoffein, and 
Mahomed Gézy, fervants of this factory, were be- 
fec by Aga Nazam, Mahomed Aly’s Deputy at 
Jugdea. I have fince received intelligence, that on 
the 2th inftant Aga Nazam had fummoned thefe 
people to furrender on that day, the confequence 
of which was, that the mother and fifter took poi- 
fon, but inftant relief being, given them, they are 
yet alive; the reft found means to efcape by a back 
door, and left their houfes to the mercy of Aga 
Nazam, who of courfe has plundered and deftroy- 
ed them. One of the women that efcaped has been 
brought to bed but a few days; what is become of 
her, the infant, and other women, I cannot tell}, 
but have fent people to enquire after them; I 
muft inform you that thefe two men are of a con- 
fiderable family, who have always been much re- 
{pected in the country, and remarkab'’e for their 
attachment to the Englifh, particularly in the year 
1756, when they afforded protection and affiftance 
to our fervan:s, at a time that it was refufed by the 
French, and every one elfe at Jugdea. Iinclofe youa 
letter which I received from one Syed Buddul Cawn, 
a Fougedar appointed by Mahomed Aly in thefe di- 
{tri€éts, to whom I wroteon this occafion, by which 
this act feems to have been done by Mahomed 
Aly’s direétions. I alfo inclofe to you copies of 
two letters from Syed Buddul Cawn, and Aga Na- 
zam, to Golam Hioffein, and Mahomed Gâzy, re- 
commending the latter to quit the Englifh employ, 
if he expects to have any favours fhewn him. B 
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thefe letrers and other circumftances it appears that 
their being fervants to the Englifh is the fole caufe 
of their misfortunes; therefore I have affured them 
that you will not fail of obtaining all poffible re- 
drefs; and what further particulars I may be able 
to learn of this affair, I will hereafter communi- 
cate to you. 

Our cloath bufinefs in the Manorgunge Pergun- 
mah, where feveral of the Company’s fortments 
are made, is entirely put a ftop to by one Comar 
Aly, Wadader there, and our Gomaftahs and other 
fervants have been obliged to rcturn to Lucky- 
poor s leaving a large fum outftanding in the pi- 
cars and weavers hands. This Comar Aly is the 
perfon who ordered by public beat of tomtom, that 
none of his tenants fhould at their peril tranfact any 
bufinefs with the Enelifh, of which Mr. Billers ad- 
vifed you in his addrefs of the 22d ultimo. 

‘To what we have from time to time alledged 
againftt Mahomed Aly, give me leave to obferve, 
that his rapacious cruelty is fo confpicuous in the 
unheard of oppreffive meafures taken by him in the 
Purgunnahs hereabouts, and fo particularly aimed 
at thofe people that are and have been in our em- 
ploy, or any way negotiating with us, that it feems 
his defen is to the utmoft of his power to throw 
every obttacle in our way in the courfe of trade, 
both the Company’s and private, but more parti- 
cularly the latter, that a powerful inveterate enmi- 
ty can fugegeft. Hiow far we have fuffered in our 
private concerns, is partly known to you by the ac- 
count tranfmitted by Mr. Billers. Several of our 
boats have fince that been ftopt on various pre- 
tences, although we have paid the Nabob’s duties 
as in former times. 

Yefterday advice was brought me that fome peo- 
ple belonging to the Government were meafuring 
our grounds, in order to take pofieffion of them, 
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and had demanded rents from our tenants. I im- 
mediately fent a few Seapoys and Peons, who this 
morning brought in two of the principals employed 
on this occafion; foon after I had feized thefe peo- 
ple, a number of men collected themfelves toge- 
ther, and have been plundering the houfes of our 
tenants, and carried away their cattle, &c. This 
has obliged me to fend a ftrong party of Seapoys 
to the extent of our bounds, to prevent any fur- 
ther infults of this kind. I thought it neceffary 
to inform you of this circumftance, as I imagine 


it will be reprefented in a very different light by 
Mahomed Aly’s party. 


Wpon this it was refolved to feize three Officers 
of the Government complained againft, in which re- 
folution the Prefident agreed ; for as the queftion was 
now, whether the acting perfons complained againf{t 
fhould be feized, or war made direétly with the 
INabob himfelf; he concurred in the former, as he 
yet did not doubt but the Nabob would fubmitc to 
any terms that fhould be propofed to him by the 
Council, rather than enter into a war. 

The next confultation, (the 1ft March) the opi- 
nion of all the Members were delivered in upon 
the 4x queftions propofed the 22d February. The 
majority declared the extent of the priviledges of 
Our private trade to be unlimited, and that the du- 
ties which hitherto had been paid to the country 
Government on falt, and fome other articles, were 
only a compliment which might be continued or 
not, as we pleafed. This pretenfion mutt appear 
to all reafonable men as unjuft, as it was new, for 
who can fuppofe the Mogul Emperor meant by his 
Firmaund to give us a right to trade from place to 
place in the centre of his own country, upon a bet- 
ter footing than his own fubjeéts ? His granting us 
an exemption from cuftoms upon our foreign or 
fhipping trade, is natural, becaule it was attended 

with 
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with the double advantage of giving vent to the 
manufaćtories of his dominions, and importing 
bullion and other ufeful commodities. Much has 
already been faid upon this fubjeét, and we will 
come now tothe feveral opinions of the members 
of the Board, which were as follows. 


Exxtraét of Confultation of the ift March 1763. 


Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 


Mr. Watts is of opinion, in anfwer to the quef- 
tions propofed laft Council day, 

Vf That by the Firmauns and Hufbulhookms, 
the Englifh Eaft India Company have an undoubt- 
ed right to trade in every article produced in the 
Indoftan Empire, either for foreign or inland 
trade, and that duftucks ought to be given with any 
articles, and that Meer Mahomed Jaffier Aly Cawn 
in his treaty has very particularly confirmed the 
fame for the provinces under the Subadery of 
Bengal. 

2d. That duties ought not to be paid to the 
Country Government in falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, 
or any article that have a duftuck with them. 

23d. That Duftucks be granted with fuch articles 
for the future. 

4th. That no paffports or certificates fhould be 
granted to Company’s fervants or others, but that 
falc have a duftuck with it, if the fole property of 
a Company’s fervant, but not to other Englifh inha- 
bitants. 

5th. That the Prefident, in his letter to the Na- 
bob, has given up the privilege which the Com- 
pany enjoyed by this Firmaun; and therefore he 
continues in the fame fentiments as in the confulta- 
tion of the 17th January. 

6:4. That fubjecting our Englifh Gomaftahs to 
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the Ccuntry Governmenr, would entirely prevent 
us from carrying on our trade, nor is there any 
neceffity for any regulations in thofe parts where we 
have an Englith factory. but in the diftant parts 
ef the provinces fomething is neceflary to be eila- 
blifhed, as well for preventing our Gomaftahs from 
being guilty of oOppreffions to the country people, 
as to keep the Officers of the Government from 
behaving in the manner they have lately done. 


That this point can only be fetrled betwixt the Na- 
bob and us. 


ir. Milarriot's Opinion. 


Mr. Marriot is of opinion, that the Prefident 
ought to have waited till he could have received 
an anf{wer from the Board, before he wrote the 
letter to the Nabob, as no paragraph of the Board’s 
letter to the Prefident appears to authorize him to 
conclude a treaty without their approbation, unlefs 
their willingnefs to have affairs fettled with the Na- 
bob on a folid bafis, with the fecurity of our rights 
and privileges be conftrued into that fenfe, which 
he does not imagine was the intention of the Board. 
That in regard tothe treaty itfelf, it differs far 
from our Firmaund and Sunnudss granted in con- 
fequence of our treaties with Surajah Dowla and 
Jaffer Aly Cawns particularly in giving up our 
right of granting Duftucks for inland trade, (tho? 
fome few articles may have been denied us trading 
in by the Country Government, unlefs we paid du- 
ties on them) naotwithftanding our Eileonourable 
Mafters trongly recommend the being jealous of 
our Firmaund privileges, and alfo in fubmiutti g 
eur Gomattahs and dependants to be under the Go- 
vernment’s jurifdiétion, and liable on every occa- 
Gon to be called before their courts, which 1s great~ 
ly derogatory to the Enylifh name, and muft taks 
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from us that fway we ought to have in the coun- 
try, without which no bufinefs will be able to be 
earried on, and will greatly prejudice not only the 
quality and quantity, but alfo enhance the price of 
every article of the Company’s inveftments; that 
fo far from fubmitting our Gomaftahs and depen- 
dants to the Government’s courts of judicature, 
our Firmaund exprefly orders all our dependants 
that are indebted to us and run away, to be im- 
mediately delivered up to us, and that the Go- 
vernment’s people fhould give us all the afiift- 
ance they can on fuchan occafion, in order to reco- 
ver our demands. 

‘Ehat in regard to exchange of money, as we 
have undoubted right to coin ficcas from our Fir- 
maund and Sunnuds, we ought to infift that thofe 
we coin fhould pafs; but to obviate any lofs that 
might arife by Batta on Stccas of a different mint at 
another place, we fhould get ftamps of the feveral 
miints where we have occafion to fend money, and 
coin with thofe ftamps accordingly. 

For thefe reafons I entirely diffent to the trea- 
ty, the ill confequences muft now appear too plain 
every where, it being a dangerous fyftem to truf 
the Government’s people with fo great a power. 
"I heir character of being rapacious and tyrannical 
would, I thought, have been well known to every 
ene. I am further of opinion the faid letter of the 
FPrefident to the Nabob fhould be demanded back, 
or hereafter bad confequemces may arife from it. 

In reply to the different articles propofed by the 
Board, Mr. Marriot is of opinion, that by the Fir- 
maund and fubfequent treaties we have a right to 
trade in foreign and inland articles of trade, if a di- 
rect affertion is a fufficient proof, and not one 
fing!le article of trade prohibited us by the Fir- 
iraund, &c. That the Government denying us to 
zrade in a few articles, without we pay duties on 
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them, is ufurping an authority they were formerly 
forbid, as by the tenor cf the Firmaund it aprears; 
that further ufurparions, and limiting our trade 
were attempted by Aliverdy Khan’s munifters, in 
ref{pect of paying duties on fugar, and which the 
Company remonttrate much again{t, and delire we 
will cake care thofe things may not be brought in- 
to a precedent, which fhews the opinion they en- 
tertained of thofe encroachments, and by their fe- 
veral regulations and orders concerning duftucks, 
at plainly appears they only meant their fervants 
fhould not cover any black merchant’s goods, or 
others that had not the privilege of a duftuck, 
and by that means defraud the Government of the 
duties they would otherwife have collected on the 
faid merchant’s goods, which, in cafe of being de- 
ceéted, might have been a plea for ftopping the 

<‘ompany’s bufinefs, and embroiling their affairs. 
That in confequence of the Government’s col- 
leting a duty on falt, which we for the moft part 
have acquiefced in, a duty fhould be paid them at 
one place, and a ftated fum for each hundrea 
maunds, at the rate the Moor merchants pay, and 
the falt pafs with the Company’s duftuck, (more 
particularly as it is the produce of their own Jag- 
heers) and the colleétor of the {faid cuties receipt 
for the fame; after which the boats not to be de- 
tained at any gaut or chokey, further than to give 
the chokeydar time to take a copy of our duftuck. 
That as the Company’s duftuck has been grant- 
ed for beetle-nut and tobacco, they are articles 
we fhould not give up, but continue the Compa- 
ny’s duftuck for thofe articles accordingly, T bat 
our acquiefcing in paying duties on ialt ought to 
be looked on asa conceflion on our parts, as the de- 
manding them is certainly an infringement of our 
Firmaund privileges; but as the other Subahs have 
received them, the Nabch has cuftom co plead for 
1? 2 his 
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his receiving them alfo, and as we have fupported 
him in all all his ancient privileges, we ought to 
continue this to him, that it might not be detri- 
mental to his revenues. 

That the granting a certificate to Englifh inha- 
bitants trading in fale for what they purchafe, 
has no bad confequence attending it, as this inter- 
feres not with any branch of the Company’s, and 
therefore thinks the Prefident fhould grant them to 
thofe who are not covenanted fervants. 

That the fubjecting cur Gomaftahs to the con- 
troul of the Officers of the Country Government, 
muft. he conceives, be attended with the worft of 
confequences-as it is giving up one of our Firmaund 
privileges, which mut make us efteemed very 
light in the eyes of the generality of people, and 
confequently treated with contempt by them, and 
be the means of depriving our Gomaftahs of the in- 
fluence neceflary for carrying on the leaft bufinefs. 
That in order to prevent our Gomaftahs from 
making a bad ufe of their authority, and injuring 
or diminifhing the Government’s revenues, or inter- 
fering the leaft in them, (this being one of the 
chief articles of complaint againft our Gomafttahs) 
they fhould be again pofitively forbid holding lands, 
villages, gunges, &c. of the Government, and an 
immediate example made of thofe that difobey, and 
then no other matters of difpute can arife but tn 
thofe of trade, when the party injured fhould apply 
for redrefs to the chief of the neareft Englifh facio- 
ry, who no doubt is invefted with authority fuffici- 
ent to make the Gomaftah complained againít ap- 
pear, and anfwer to the complaint, if appearing 
true; and a few fevere examples made on the Go- 
mattahs, would, I flatter myfelf, in a fhort time, 
have the defired effect, and no injuftice be com- 
mitted by Englifh Gomattahs in future, 

Mr. 
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May reafons for joining with the other members 
of the Board prefent, the 17th January, in palling 
the cenfure on the Prefident, minuted on the con- 
fultation that day, are, that by the treaty or writ- 
ten fecurity, that the Governor paffed to the Na- 
bob the principal rights and privileges of the Eng- 
lih Company, granted them by the King’s Fir- 
maund and Fiufbul-kookams from Delly, (Ccon- 
firmed and fully explained by the treaties with Ses 
rajah Dowlah and Meer Jaffer Cawn, and enjoyed 
fince thofe treaties almof in full) are given up 
without one fingle advantage gained for the Com- 
Panys but on the contrary, the total lofs of the 
FEnglifh credit and reputation in thefe provinces, 
which has been declining thefe two years paft, was 
the vifible confequence of this agreement, to every 
one who faw it, and was the leaft acquainted with 
the nature of the country people 5; and it now grieves 
me to think that the wifeft regulations, and tbe 
moit fteady conduct of the Board, will not be able 
to prevent the immediate bad effeéts of this ill 
concerted and unauthorized proceedings of Mr. 
Vanfittart, as too plainly appears from the letters 
received from the Subordinates, and the general 
complaints of all our Agents and Gomafttahs, which 
fhew there is almoft every where a {top to, or great 
incumbrances on our bufinefs, and that our fervants 
are particularly iil ufed and opprefied. 

In confidering the arguments for and againft 
the prefent treaty, entered into with the Nabob by 
the Prefident, it is abfolutely neceflary to the form- 
ing a true judgment on the affair, that the un- 
juít methods ufed in the country-courts of juftice, 
as well as the methods pradctifed by the country 


merchants, in conducting their affairs, fhould be 
continually in your mind. 
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The impofmbilicy of carrying on bufinefs when 
fubje€&ted to the country-courts, I think muft ap- 

ar plain to every one, when it is conficered, that 
for all fums of money recovered in them, you are 
obliged to pay, befides the expences of the court, 
a chout of twenty-five per cent. on the money reco- 
vered, which if the Englifh do nor fubmit to pay, 
it will always be the intereft of the Jemmadars, Wc. 
to decide againft them. “This I only mention as 
one of the numberlefs grievances we fhould fuffer if 
fubjected to their authority. The country mer- 
chants are fenfible of the impoffibility of carrying 
on. bufinefs under fuch difadvantages, and are 
therefore obliged to buy the protection of fome 
perfon of authority in the Government, (if their 
own influence is not fuficient) which fets them 
above the reach of the lower Jemmadars of the coun- 
try, protects them from the violence of all, and at 
the fame time gives them a kind of judicial autho- 
rity, fo far as to confine the weavers and picars, 
when they cannot recover their balances from 
them otherwife. This being well underftood, IE 
imagine, was the principal reafon for the Com- 
paoy’s. being, at fo great an expence in precuring, 
their Hirmaund and Htufbulhookums, which exempt 
the Company from thofe inconveniences, and Hike- 
wife of the great care that was taken to preferve 
them in their full force, by the treaties with Sera- 
jah Dowlah and Meer Jaffer Cawn- 

Before I come to confider the different artickes 
of the treaty, it ts neceffary to remark, that the 
Geovernor’s arguing both in his letters and mi- 
nutes, in fuppore of this tranfaction, is on a fup- 
pođtion that the great t enormities have been and 
are committed by the Englifh Gomaftahs through- 
out the country, to the great detriment of the. 
Wabob’s revenues and Government. But that this 
has not been the cafe, will, I think, plainly appar 
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rrom the feveral complaints made againft them, be- 
ing no further fupported than by the affertion of 
thofe by whom made, and whofe intereft it was to 
make complaint, as fome excufe for their non-pay- 
ment of what was demanded of them; whereas if 
there was any foundation for thefe complaints, 
it was {fo much in their power, and fo agreeable to 
the prefent Government and the Prefident, that 
they fhould be proved that they could never have 
wanted means to have done it, and likewife by the 
numberlefs oppreffions that our Gomafttahs and 
people have fuffered throughout the country {fdr 
many months paft; for it is not to be conceived, that 
people treated in the manner they have been could 
have it in their power to be guilty of thofe extra- 
vagant violences and enormities, which they are 
reprefented to have been by Mr. Vanfittart. Thus 
much premifed, I fhall now confader Mir. Vanfit- 
tart’s written fecurity or obligation to the Nabob, 
article by article. 

In the firft, Mr. Vanfittarte has given up the 
right which the Company have by their Firmaund, 
Eiuibulhookums, and fubfequent treaties of grant— 
ing duftucks, except for fhip-merchandize,; laid a 
tax of nine per cent. on all other trafick, and in 
a manner acknowledged, that the Englifh do car- 
ry on their trade by force or violence, extortion or 
unfair dealing. 

I think the Board could never have juftified 
themfelves for giving up the Company’s privi- 
leges in this manner, and of courfe, that Mr. 
Vanfittart, unauthorized as he was to enter into 
any treaty, could have no right to doit; but fup- 
pofe it otherwife, how was it to be determined 
which were, and which were not fhip-merchan- 
dize. Mr. Vanfittarr, indeed, in a fubfequent ar- 
ticle, has left that to be determined by thole whofe 
interef{t it mult be to determine therm not to be a 
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In the arguments ufed for the tax of nine per cent. 
on the trade from one part of the country to ano- 
ther, it is throughout infinuated, that this is lefs 
than what has ufually been paid; and Mr. Vanfit- 
tare fays, that on all the trade of this kind that he 
has carried on in fale, &c. he has paid the coun- 
try duties; but from my own knowledge as well 
as inquiry, I have reafonto think, that of the in- 
mumerable articles traded in in this way, only fale 
and tobacco have paid any; the former of which 
by far the moit confiderable, I believe laft year, 
on a medium, did not pay above three per cent. 
although we fubmitted to pay the eitablifhed 
country duties. Mr. Van&ttart, on being afked 
In Council lat Tuscday what thofe articles were 
that he meant by falt, &c. replied, only falt, for 
that he never traded in any other. FEdow ill then 
is his argument fupported by his ceclaration, when 
explained. On the whole, I believe we are by 
this, inftead of trading duty free, which I think 
we have an undoubted right to, loaded with a 
duty more than double what is paid by the Dutch, 
Armenians, Or any people of the country. 

The acknow!edging then in a publick writing, 
that the Englifh do carry on their trade by force 
or violence, extortion or unfair dealings, as I ima- 
gine, without any foundation for fuch affertion, Is 
fo hurtful to the reputation of the Englifh in this 
country, that I look on it in the fame light that 
I co the giving up the privilege of the Firmaund. 

By the fecond article, contrary to privileges 
that the Enelifh enjoy by grants and treaties, 
themfelves and Gomatftahs are fubjeéted to the ju- 
rifdiétion of the meaneft Oficer the Nabob em- 
ploys, without the liberty of an appeal. 

I fand fo many objections of the fame nature as 
were made to the laft to be made to this, and 


every article of this treaty, that I fhall only remark 
On 
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on the whole of the remaining articles, that by be- 
ang debarred the liberty of making falt, we are de- 
prived of a privilege that every perfon, European 
and others, in the country have but ourfelves. 

That giving up the right of coining in the dif- 
ferent mints, is overfetting a privilege granted 
from Delly. 

‘That the throwing the whole trade of Afam 
and Rungamatty into the hands of one perfon, isa 
monopoly moft deftructive to trade, and more par- 
ticularly if what Mr. Vanfittart advances be juft, 
that the duty on cotton alone in that country brings 
in a revenue of 40,000 Rupees, which if you fup- 
pofe at 5 per cent. muft be raifed on 800,000 Ru- 
pees? worth, which if thus monopolized, muft 
greatly raife the price of that article, and of courfe 
the price of cloth. 

Upon the whole, I think the written fecurity 
fhould be demanded of the Nabob and deftroyed, 
to prevent in future times, when our affairs may 
not be in the flourifhing fituation they are at pre- 
fent in Bengal, in regard to force, a bad ufe being 
made of it; for it 1s probable that the government 
would, in cafe of having the upper hand in the 
country, make ufe of it to invalidate the privileges 
the Englifh enjoy by their Firmaund, Fiufbul- 
hookum, and treaties. 

In anfwer to queftion the 1ft, I fay Yes. 

‘To queftion the 2d, No. 

To queftion the 3d, Yes. 

‘To queftion the 4th, That certificates fhould be 
given after the duties are paid. 

To queltion the 54th, Not at all. 

In anfwer to queftion the 6th, I fay as formerly, 
agreeable to the Phirmaund, that a plan be laid 
down by the Board, to prevent any injuries being 
done by the Englifh Gomaftahs, and for punifhing 
them that are guilty, which I think may be well 

done 
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done by a committee appointed for that purpofe, 
who fhould receive ail complaints and appeals from 
fubordinates, or the agents refiding with authority 
of the Board in thofe quarters, and examine them 5 
and as it appears that great part, if not the whole of 
the trowbles that have happened to the Enghifh and 
their Gomaftahs of late, are owing to the orders 
fent over the country by the Nabob, I think it 
highly neceflary that we have always a fenior fer- 
vant, refident with the Nabob, who fhould be ac- 
quainted with all orders regarding the Englifh. 
"This, I think, we have a right to demand, and is 
what we fhould inGf& on, as it will in future pre- 
vent our fo lone being ignorant of the fource of our 
troubles, as we have lately been. 


Mr. JYohnftone’s Opinion. 


Mir. Johnftone thinks the Prefident’s letter to 
the Nabob, containing the new regulations he in- 
tends to eftablifh is from its object Mill as well as 
conceffions highly difhonourable to us, and fuch as 
could not fail of ruining our trade and influence, 
and reducing us lower than ever the Engliifh were 
yet, at any period in this country. ‘That the Pre- 
Gdent without authority, or any urgent neceflity 
that yet appears, or can be conceived, refigned to 
the NWabob tchofe righrs and privileges we are in- 
titled to by the Firmaund, and fublequent treaties, 
and have hitherto enjoyed by virtue of them. 
itt, By difiinguifhing the Company’s trade from 
that of their fervants, and agreeing to an exorbitant 
duty of g percent. on all articles of the inland- 
trade, without diftincétion or examination of what 
had wfually been paid on any of thofe articles at the 
different fubordinates, eftablifhing the rule upon 
that paid by the gentlemen of Luckypoor, though 
exprefsly mentioned by them to be more than, what 
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was paid at Dacca, and known to be above double 
the duty paid heretofore at Houghly, and though 
fale was the only article in his own private inland- 
trade, that the Prefident remembers to have ever 
paid any duty on before this time. e2zdly, In fub- 
jecting the Englifh and their Gomaftahs under the- 
authority of the Moors-courts of judicature, con- 
trary to the privileges we have ever enjoyed of 
protecting thote employed under us, and being our- 
felves the judges of them actions, the many ilk 
confequences of which, and the entire lofs of that 
credit and pre-eminence we have ever maintained, 
is evident to every bodys; of which we have had 
ample proof fiance the circulation of the regula- 
tions in every quarter by the abufe of the 
power fo eagerly put into their hands, by the ftop- 
page of our trade, and attacks openly made on 
thofe entitled to our protection. g3dly, By prohi- 
biting at once, without realon, or ever con tultings 
the Board, the Company’s fervants at the factories 
of Luckypoor, Iftamabad, &c. from making falt- 
works themfelves, which is a liberty not denied to 
any native of the country, and by which their for- 
tunes have been and are endangered, as no time was 
allowed for colleéting in the money they had laid 
out, and the balances due could only be recovered 
by receiving, the falt from the Molcngies they had 
employed. The article ordering, without any limi- 
tation, that all purchafes of lands made by any of 
the fervants of our factories fhould be refigned, 
was, E think, unjuft and difhonourable to us, as if 
our fervants, where they paid the due demands ta 
the government, were not entitled to our protection. 
The article directing, that the Chiefs and fer- 
vants of the factories, are norto hinder the weavers 
or brokers of the governament, has been confidered 
as giving, full power to the Nabob’s officers over 
the peopie, and may turn to the ruin of the Com- 
pany’s 
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Pany’s invef{tments, as appears by the proceedings 
of Mahomed Aly at the Dacca Arungs. 

The foregoing, privilege we had of coining: in 
the mints of Patra and Dacca, while no provifion 
was made for the currency of our Siccas at thofe 
places without difcount, was yielding up what the 
Company could demand of right. 

Ordering all purchafes at Gualparah to be made 
entirely through the Nabob’s Droga, was an in- 
fringement of our rights of a free trade in that 
Quarter, and againft the treaty with Jafer Aly 
Cawn, by which we are free from being even 
ebliged to buy by the intervention of Dilolls. 

The minute of the Board the 417th January, on 
the proceedings of the Prefident, therefore to me 
appears well grounded, and I think the treaty ought 
to be recovered from the INabob and deftroyed, 
that fo bad a precedent may never be eftablifhed 
and ufed againft us. 

Next in regard to the queftions propofed; I 
think, rn, That by virtue of the Firmaund, FHuf- 
Bulhookums, and the treaties with Serajah Dowla 
and Meer Jaffer Aly Cawn, the Company and 
their fervants have a rignt, without any reftriction 
or limitation, to trade in, and grant duftucks for 
every article, whether for foreign or inland-trade, 
our having been reftriéted by the power of the Su- 
bahs before the revolution from the full enjoyments 
of thefe rights, can never be urged as a good ar- 
gument to invalidate them, when we become 
powerful enough to affert them ; they were efta- 
blifhed as fuliy and clearly as could be exprefied in 
the public treaties then concluded, and in funnuds 
and duftucks afterwards, in confequence, by Se- 
rajah Dowla, and Jaffier Aly Cawn, for the inter- 
rupted currency of our trade, through the undif- 
putable authority of the duftuck, wherever it was 
granted. And thefe funnuds were not merely for 
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fuch quarters where the Company had factories and 
aurungs, but comprehended alfo all the diftant fron- 
tier provinces, where they had not the leaft trade of 
any kind, as Rungpore, Purnea, Kangamatty, 
Dinagepoor, Sillet, @c. And Jafier Aly Cawn 
yet agrees that he underftood the treaty inthis fenfe, 
that wherever a Company’s duiftuck was granted, 
no duty could ever be demanded. If cuftom, and 
what privileges we enjoyed under the Moors’ go- 
vernment before the revolution, are to be eftablifhed, 
as what only we havea right to tradein now, by 
virtue of our grants, Firmaunds, @&c. there rs 
f{carce an article of the gruff-trade, whether for ex- 
port or confumption, in Calcutta, and other places 
in the kingdom, but we mult give up. For it is 
known we could not profeffledly in our own names 
trade in thefe articles, though willing to pay the 
duties, and arbitrary extortions required on {fuch 
occafions. “Thefe various other articles of gruffare 
no more particularized or excepted in any treaty or 
Firmaund, &c. &c than the two articles of falt and 
tobacco, and have been ever fince the treaty with 
Serajah Dowla, carried on with the Company’s duf- 
tuck. That we have acquiefced in paying duty on 
the {ingle article of falt, and paffing it with the 
Shawbunder’s Raunna at Calcutta, Dacca, and 
Tuckypoor, fhould not now, I think, weigh with 
us to continue it, when our rights are called in 
queftion, and we are bound to fupport them in their 
full extent. Above all, as this article is the pro- 
duce of the Company’s own lands at Calcutta, Pur- 
gannahs Chittagong, Midnapore, Jallafore, and 
Burdwan, and as it makes a confiderable branch of 
their revenue, it ought as muchas poffible to be pro- 
teéted and encouraged, inftead of being opprefied 
with new taxes, exceeding above double of what it 
has yet paid. As for the article of tobacco, no 
duftuck from the government has ever been taken, 
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and the duty paid on it has never been demanded till 
after its arrival at Dacca, and at Coffimbuzar the 
Company’s duftucks have always been granted, and 
never difputed for this article. 

2d, I think therefore that the Government have 
mo right to demand that, or any other duties where 
the duftuck is granted, and that it fhould be now 
granted on falt and tobacco, as it has keen here- 
tofore for beetlenut, rice, ghee, opium, fuger, &c. 
articles confumed in the country as well as exported. 

3d, LFhofe European inhabitants who by the 
Company’s directions are not entitled to duftucks, 
fhould not be fréed from paying the duties, yet, 
when thefe are difcharged, for the eafe of trade, I 
think a paffport or certificate from the Prefident 
might accompany the Ruanna of the Buxfhbunder. 

4th, The Enelifh Gomaftahs in any part of the 
three provinces, fhould be fubjecét in no manner to 
the Country Government : IT hey are notin my opi- 
nion more than their principals to be accountable to 
them ; I believe they never were; and no ftep could 
poffibly have been taken more furely to ruin our 
trade, influence, and refpecét in the country, than 
acknowledging them our abfolute mafters and 
judges: the Company have ever protected their 
Gomaftftahs, and thofe of their ferwants. While we 
have fubordinate factories, and a fixed government 
here, juftice may always be had when complaints 
are well grounded, and can be proved by the Go- 
vernment’s dependents; nor need we be ftartled 
with thefe laid before us, but from. the fubjeét, 
exaggeration, and groundliefinefs of moft of them. 
Conceive what a ftate of wretched dependence we 
fhould fall into, were we liable to Ee called upon 
every fuch like abfurd complaint preferred to the 
Country Government. In thofe more diftant quar- 
ters where the, Company have not factories, the 
trade is generaly managed by gentlemen who p 

3 i 


Relative tothe Difurbances in BENGAL. 497 


had the approbation of the Board, to go up the 
country and give in fecurity for their good becha- 
viour. They may be prefumed more to be de- 
pended oa for determining, equitably any difputes 
about points of trades. which is all they fhould or 
need have any connection with, than any zemia- 
dary court; am appeal might neverthelefs always 
Hie from them to the meareft fubordinate, aad when 
fuch perfons are publicly known tn permifivoa, and 
authority of the Board, to whom they are to be 
accountable, they may, without any new regula- 
Mon, or innovation, carry on their trade, to the 
fatisfaction of the people, and without any detri- 
ment to, or interfering with the collection of the 
revenues. ; 


Mr. Wattings’s Opixion- 


My name already appearing, to the letter pro- 
poling the regulations, which form the fubftance of 
the Prefident’s letter to the INabob, it will hardly 
be expected of me to join in the harfh and unme<« 
rited cenfures paft upon them by the members which 
then formed the Board. [I at that time regarded 
thefe regulations, not as a conceffion of any new 
rights to the Nabob, but a confirmation of thofe 
which he held by the treaties already in ferce, nor 
has any thing appeared fince, toe make me change 
that opinion. : | 

My fentiments upon the extent of our duftucks, 
and the privileges of our Gomattahs, I fhall give 
fully hereafter, obferving only in this place, that 
in fettling the duties on the inland trade at 9 per 
cent. the Governor only fixed the rate, which was 
before variable, levied with continual difputes, to 
the greac detriment of the fair trader; and in this 
he acted in ftri€t conformity to the plain and literat 
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inftructions of the Board, whatever fenfe they wer& 
intended to convey. 

The Prefident has fo fully explained the motives 
and reafons for this tranfaction, that itis needlefs for 
me to take up the time of the Board with a repetition 
of them. Upon the whole, I declare it as my opi- 
nion, that the regulations in queftion were calcu- 
lated in the beft manner to put our trade upon 2 
proper footing, to diftinguifh our rights from thole 
of the Nabob, to preferve the Englifh name from 
reproach, and the affairs of the Company from 
fuifering by continual difputes and contentions in 
which they had no concern. 

To underftand the meaning of any treaty where 
the expreffions are doubtful or defeC€live, recourfe 
ihould be had to the circumftances of the parties con- 
cerned at the time in which they were made. Re- 
garding the FPirmaund in this light, we fhall make 
mo {cruple to pronounce, that the Company could 
not when they obtained that grant from the Coure 
of Delhy, underftand it to extend beyond their 
Own trade, or include privileges of which they 
could not make any ufe, and which (I may add) 
ghey never dreamt of. The commerce in imports 
and exports ever bounded (as of necefflity it muft) 
their concerns in the country. For the encou- 
ragement of a trade to beneficial to the country and. 
its revenues, the Court, at that time in its moft 
flourifhing ftate, and fupported by wife and able 
minifters, indulged the Company with the freedom 
which they petitioned for from duties. “Then the 
trade in fruch conmodities as were produced and 
fold in the country, was entirely confined to the 
natives. “IT hey were either farmed out where they 
were confiderable enough to make an article in the 
public revenues, or circulated through the province 
by the poorer tort of people, to whom, whillt they 
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afforded a fubfiftence, they at the fame time added 
to the income of the ftate, by the duties gathered 
upon them. Let us fuppofe the Company’s agents 
had petitioned for the liberty of trading in thefe 
articles without paying: duties 5; can it be conceived 
that the government could have been fo blind to 
it’s own intereft, as to have given a privilege to 
itrangers, which would have enabled them to mo- 
nopolize the whole trade of the country, to im- 
poverifh the natural fubjecéts, and exhauft the coun- 
try of it’s wealth, without making any adequate re- 
turn forit? The privileges therefore claimed by the 
Company, and allowed by the government, were 
originally defigned by both, for {fuch a trade only 
as was carried on by the former, that Is in goods 
brought into the country, or purchafed in it for 
exportation. In effect, it was ever limited to thar, 
mor can it be proved that the dufituck was ever al- 
lowed to pafs for any other, from the firft engage- 
ment of this grant, till the death of Serajah Dowla. 
The Company, in their ftanding orders before that 
time, prohibited their fervants from meddling with 
what we have now termed the inland-traje, and 
named it illicit; nor can any difference of power 
convey to us a right from former treaties, which 
we confeffledly wanted before. “hough fince the 
reftoration of the Company’s privileges we have 
by degrees dealt in the inland-trade, yet it was al- 
ways with a tacit acknowledgement of the inva- 
lidity of our duftuck for that trade, having gene- 
rally paid the government a duty thereon, and 
where it was attempted without it, it has been con- 
{frantly the fubjecét of complaints and oppofition 
onthe part of the Nabob’s officers. 

I am weli aware of one objection, which I have 
frequently heard repeated in the courfe of the de- 
bates upon this fubject, and which it may be proper 
in this plice to reply to, I mean, that we fhould 
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mot be too vigorous in calling in queftion our owr 
privileges, but where the fente of a treaty 1S not 
fuficiently clear, interpret it in fuch a manner, as 
may tend to our own advantage, leaving it to others 
to difpute it; and that therefore, as the Phirmaund 
fives us a general right to trade, duty free, with- 
out mentioning any exceptions, we fhould infift on 
a free trade, in every thing, without exception. 
Wiichcut examining this principle, I [hall only flay, 
that if it be juft at all, it can only be fo where the 
points contefted for are of real importance ; but 
where they are either trivial in themfelves, or have 
a pernicious tendency, it muft be an ablurdity to 
anfitt upon them. 

I muft. now beg leave for the firft time, to dif- 
tinguifh between the interef{t of the Company, and 
that of individuals, which I am afraid have been 
too much confounded in thefe debates. That the 
Company will not fuffer, by a reftriction of the 
duftuck to the foreign merchandize, is manifeit, 
fince, with chat reftricétion, it will anfwer every 
purpote for which they want it; befides, the odium 
which a monopoly fo injurious to the natural rights 
of the country merchants, muft unavoidably caft 
upon the Englifh name, and the perpetual jea- 
Joufies, which from experience we know it to be 
attended with, prove that this privilege is in effeét 
highly prejudicial to the real intereft, as well as 
honour of the Company. Asthey have been pleafed 
to permit us to fhare with them the benefit cf the 
duftuck, we may furely content oOurfelves with the 
enjoyment of that privilege within the fame bounds 
to which they have limited tchem/’‘eives. ‘LO at- 
tempt to extend it beyond that, for the fake of our 
own private advantages, and to make this a point 
of contreft with the power in alliance with the Cons- 
pany, is botha violation of juftice, and a breach cf 
the duty which we owe to cur employers. 

Ni-y 
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My opinion then upon the three firt queftions 
before us, is, 

tft, That we can claim no right from the Fir- 
maund (nor of courfe the fubfequent treaties which 
were but intended as copies of that in the articles 
regarding: our commerce) to an exemption from 
duties on any but foreign trade, that is, in goods 
imported, or carried out of the country. 

2d, That duties ought to be paid to the Country 
Government on falt, beetle-mnut, and other articles 
which are produced and fold in the counrry. 

2d, That of courfe the duftuck ought not to 
be given for thefe articles, but that they pafs wich 
a rewana, or certificate from the officer of the cuf- 
toms, inthe fame manner withthe goods belonging 
to other merchants. 

The 4th article I deem altogether unneceflarys 
whether we trade in fale with the Company’s duf- 
tuck, or as other merchants without one, the duf- 
tuck being a fufficient diftinétion in the firft cafe, 
and the latter requiring; none. 

My opinion upon the sth queftion, is, that the 
Englifh Gomafttahs in every part of the three pro- 
vinces, whether in the diftriéts of the Nabob or the 
Company, fhall be fubjeéted to the authority of the 
magiftrate, but with this diftinction to be obferved 
between private Gomaftahs, and thofe of the Com- 
pany, that the former fhhall be equally accountable 
to the magiftrare for any mifdemeanor, with any 
one of the Nabob’s fubjects, thac {hall at any time 
refide in the territory of the Company, nor enjoy 
any advantages above other merchants, but fuch 
only as the Firmaund gives them, viz. that their 
goods fhall pafs duty free wherever they have the 
protection of the duftuck ; the magiitrate fhall noe 
oppofe, but affift them in the recovery of,their juft 
debts, nor fuffer any one to injure or opprefs chern. 
Bur, as the Company’s Gomattahs have a weightier 
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charge, and are none of them fituated at fuch 2 
diftance from the Company’s factories, but that 
complaints again{t them may be both eafily heard, 
and fpeedily redreifed ; it fhould be only permiucted 
to the magiftrate to oppofe them in the aétual com- 
miffion of any violence, or the affumption of any 
rights not belonging to them, but in any difputes 
with their immediate dependants, fuch as the wea- 
vers, pykars, or delolls in their fervice, he fhall 
not interfere otherwife than by affifting them in 
carrying tFeir complaints to the prefidency, or the 
factories to which the Gomattah belongs, for redrefs. 
But the Gomafttah fhall not therefore protect his own 
dependants from any lawful claims of the govern- 
ment, mor their perfons from juftice in any criminal 
caufes. | 

‘This to me appears the only equitable method 
for preventing any mifbehaviour in our people, or 
difputes between them and the Nabob’s. If the 
magif{trate at any time fhould abufe his authority, 
the Natob fhouJd be required, upon proof, to dif- 
mifs him from his office, or inflict any other pu- 
niffMiment fuitable to the degree of the offence. If 
this juftice, fo effential to the Nabob’s own intereft 
and the tranquillity of the country, be refufed, or 
from the diftance of his refidence cannot be timely 
obtained, we have always the means in our power, 
when fuch extraordinary occafions may demand it, 
to vindicate our rights, and call the infringers ot 
them to juftice. 

From the peculiarity of times, and a natural pro- 
penfiry. in the weaker part of mankind to run from 
one extreme to another, it has unfortunately hap- 
pened, that the power fuddenly placed in the hanes 
of the INabob’s officers, for the protection of his 
people, has been fo extravagantly abufed, as to 
give occafion to a perfuafion in many, that no 
power can with fafery be truited in their hands.— 
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As I have formerly hved amongft the country peo- 
ple in a very inferior ftarion, and at a time when 
we were fubject to the moft flavifh dependance on 
the Government, I can with the greate{t confidence 
deny the juftice of the opinion, and add further, 
from repeated experience, that if our people, in- 
{ftead of cieating themfelves into lords, and op- 
preffors of the country, confine themfelves to an 
honef{t and fair trade, and fubmit themfe!lves to 
the lawful authority of the Government, they will 
be every where courted and rcefpected, and the Eng- 
jifh name, inftead of becoming a reproech, will be 
aniverfally revered, the country will reap a benefit 
from our commerce; and the power of the Eng- 
lifh, inftead of being made a bugbear to frighten 
the poor inhabitants into a fubmiffion to injury and 
oppreffion, will be regarded by them, as their 
ereateft bleffing and protection.. 

It is as impomble for any ftate to fubfift witha 
divided power, as with none. Our fervants are as 
likely to make an illufe of their power a; the Nabob’s 
are, but are not fo eafily to be reftrained. In whofe 
hands therefore can it be fo properly lodged as in 
thofe of the Government sto whom ic belongs? Lo 
take from them that right (a right which we fhould 
never fuff<=r to be contefted in our own diftricts) 
will be to introduce opprefMfion, rapine, and anarchy 
into the country which we are engaged to prorect, 
and whatever temporary advantage individuals may 
gain from fuch a fcene of troubles, the alfairs of 
the Company muft infall.bly fufier by it, if not be 
involved in one common ruin with the country. 
That this confequence may not appear too forcibly 
drawn, permit me to add, it has been obferved that 
the wifeft and moft permanent ftates have ever left 
to conquered nations the exercife cf their own 
Jaws, and by that means infured their fubjec¢tion. 
‘The power which we have acquircd in thefe pro- 
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vinces, has reduced them to a condition as nearly 
refembling, a conqueft, as it is for our interefts to 
wifh it, but if we take fo ungenerous, as well as 
{o impolitic an advantage of their weaknefs, as to 
putic in the power of every Banyan, who calls him- 
felf an Englhith fervant, to tyrannize over the inha- 
bitants without controul, this is not only to deprive 
them of their own laws, but to refufe them even 
the benefit of any. 


Mir. Cartier’s Opinion. 


Mr. Cartier gives it as his opinion, that the 
Prefident’s letter to the Nabob was in every refpeét 
Improper, and naturally tended, from the commif- 
fons. contained therein, to bring upon the Englifh 
hame a difcredit and a real difgrace. The late vio- 
Jences, as well as infolences committed by the na- 
tives, are a certain argument of its impropriety, 
and which, were clearly forefeen, the very inftant 
the faid letter was made public. ‘That the hope 
given them of being conftituted judges and arbi- 
trators Of all d:fputes that might happen in the in- 
tercourfe of our bufinefs, gave caufe to the many 
inconveniencies and tyranny that we have lately 
fuffered, and do fuffer. The fubjeéting us to fuch 
a controul would have effectually deftroyed our 
influence and reputation in the country, and would 
unavoidably have led us, from the manifold oppre {~ 
fions we fhould have fell under by fuch regulations 
taking place, to the necefflity of taking up arms, 
for the redrefs of their grievances, which every 
member of the colony muft have felt by fo arbi- 
trary a juriídićtion. As it is, the evil will fpread 
wide, and has acquired fuch ftrength, that no other 
methods, I doubt, but forcible ones, will be able 
ta remove it. He cannot think the members of the 
Board gave, or intended giving a direct confent to 
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the Prefident’s entering into a treaty with the Na- 
bob, on points fo very interefting to our privi- 
leges, nor did they imagine fycha ftep was any 
ways necefflary 3; but what he thinks moit condem- 
nable, is, that the faid regulations, previous to the 
approbation or difapprobation of the Board, were 
made known to the Nabob, and the fame orders 
given by him to his different officers, to be carried 
into execution before fuch agreement could have 
the concurrence of the feveral members of the 
Council ; he is likewife of opinion that the faid 
regulations, and the faid letrer to the Nabob, were 
in no refpeét agreeable to the teror and fpirit of 
our Firmaund, and the fubfequent treaties entered 
into with the Nabobs Serajah Dowla, and Meer 
Jaffer, but would have been the means of con- 
fining our privileges into much narrower bounds 
than our grants and treaties are intended to reftrain 
us in. 

1ft, On the extent and true meaning of the Fir- 
maund and all fubfequent treaties. 

Mr. Cartier thinks, that by the privileges in- 
vefied in us, by our Firmaund, FEiufbulhookums, 
and our late treaties, our trade is under no limita- 
tton whatever, either in foreign or inland commo- 
dities. That the want formerly of power to afí- 
fert the immunities of the Firmaund, cannot, as 
he imagines, be conftrued to an abfolute and entire 
deprivation of them; this reafon now no longer 
exifting, we ought to affert our privileges to their 
fulleft extent and latitude, mer fubmit to the capri- 
cious conduét and encroaching behaviour of the 
Country Government. 

2d, On the trade in fale and tobacco, he can 
have no objection to the payment of an equitable 
duty, more particularly, as we have hitherto both 
at the prefaider.cy and the factories of Dacca and 
Jouckypoor, fubmitted to pay on both of “Pr ar- 
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ticles , but let that be fixed at a medium of what 
has been paid at the different fettlemeris, and fur- 
thermore to be confidered as a conceflion maue the 
INabob, and not claimed asa right, paid asa thing 
which cuftom has eftablifhed, and not to be con- 
firmed by any treaty. 

3d, If it is allowed that the trade in falt and 
tobacco, is in every refj-eét agreeable to our Fir- 
miausd privileges, he fees no reafon why a duftuck 
fhou'd not be granted for thofe articles as well as 
for all others ; though, at the fame time, as a duty 
niay probably be laid on thofe two arricles, they 
fhoulad be accompanied by the Buxbundar’s or the 
Shafhbunrdar’s receipt, to afcertain that full duties 
have been paid, and that nothing further is to be 
cemanded on any account. 

4th, As certificates have been eranted indifer1- 
minately.to the fervants of the Company, as well 
as to the inhabitants of Calcutta, he thinks the 
fame fhould be continued tothe latter, cn their ap- 
plication to the Prefident on producing the Bux- 
bundar’s receipt for duties paid ; though at the fame 
time the duty {ftipulated and agrecd upon to be le- 
vied on thofe branches of trade, the property of the 
Company’s fervants, fhould ferve as no regulation 
for what may be demanded from them. 

Sth, Phe nature of the Government in every 
part of Indoftan, being in all refpeéts oppreffive 
and venal, and the decifion of all caufes cepencding 
more on the ability of the parties engaged in brib- 
ing their judges, than the legality of them, it can 
fcarcely be thought even equitable that the fervants 
aid Gomaltahs in our employ fhould on any com- 
plaint or mifdemeanor be fubjeét to their determi- 
mation. Ft is likewile a known truth, that in every 
difpute concerning property and money matters, 
a fourth part is appropriated for the fervice of the 
Government and officers. | This probably mighe 
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mot be infifted upon from us, though ir’s not being 
fo would in all likelihood be rather prejudicial than 
the contrary, as the other party might be {fub- 
ject to the eftablifhed cuftom of the country, which, 
if fo, it muft appear to every One what a fuperior 
influence would be acquired on that fide. But 
even independant of the cuitom, and fhould it not 
be expected or demanded from either party, yet 
the integrity of our propofed judges is fo little al- 
lowed of, that it would be the higheft abfurdity to 
expect it, or evento fubmit to their having the leaít 
power or authority over our people: Should this 
be ever permitted, it will not be prefumption toe 
declare that we may then begin to date the com- 
mencement of our declining influence in the coun- 
try, and would moit certainly be productive of 
continual broils, fhould we have {piric fuficient re- 
maining to refent the injuftice and indignities we 
muft in fuch fituation be expofed to. 

6th; Though he thinks it improper to allow the 
Officers of the Government any kind of -controul 
over our Gomaftahs, yet he is far from wifhing; 
their actions fhould be in any refpect uncontroulable. 
let the perfon injured, if not in our employ, lay 
his complaint before the magiftrate of the diftriét 
he is in, to be by him forwarded with the complaint 
to the Prefident, or Chief and Council of the dif- 
ferent factories, as may be moft near the diftriét 
which the complaint comes from, when the Go- 
miaftah fo complained againi{t {hall be ordered down 
to juttify himfelf as to the accufation lodged againft 
him. Should the complaints arife in parts diftane 
from either the Prefidency or the Metin. he 
thinks a confidence might be repofed in the gentle- 
men employed as our agents in thofe parts, as they 
are men of character, and their appointments have 
been approved by the Board, and each depended 
upon to fettle the complaints brought againit their 
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own Gomattahs- Should this not be approved, he 
can only fuppofe the method pointed out as to the 
determination of thofe difputes that may happen in 
the neighbourhood of the different fettlements, or 
by an Aumeen properly authorized to make an en- 
quiry into them. It is neceffary we fhould become 
our own judges in all difputes in which we may pof- 
fibly be concerned. Moft true it is, it has not the 
moft equitable appearance, but every gentleman 
muft be convinced how highly effential fuch a pri- 
vilece is for the fupporting; our influence, and 
avoiding the chicanery and perplexities of a Moo- 
rifh Court. And he can’t help thinking, but a 
power fo lodged in our hands is liable to leis abufcs, 
and will be exercifed with the ftrictef{t impartiality, 
notwithftand ng we may in fome refpect be intereft- 
ed in the decifion of the caufe. 


AIr. Bitlers’s Opiizion. 


The firft part of the Prefident’s letter to the 
WNabob, contains the agreement for our paying a 
duty of nine per cent. on all articles for inland trade. 
The Firmaund and fubfequent treaties are certainly 
the only guides which can enable us to form a pro- 
per judgment on this fubjyect, and having given the 
ereate{t attention to them when read at the Board 
faft Council dav, I think they gave us an undoubt- 
ed right to trade duty free in all commodities what- 
ever, either for foreign or inland trade, upon the 
confideration of our paying annually the péfhcufh 
therein ftipulated in lieu thereof. “T hefe being my 
fentiments of the meaning of the Firmaund, &c. 
it follows of courfe that Í muft difapprove of the 
Prefident’s entering into an agreement, which fo 
evidently deprives us of one of the greatef{t advan- 
tages we have gained thereby, and particularly of 
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his having done it on the bare fuppofition, that ip 
would be approved of by the other members of the 
Board; however, as the Nabob’s revenues would 
fuffer, were we to carry on Our commerce of every 
kind, without paying any duties, I think it would 
be proper that fome reafonable conficeration fhould 
be made him for the privilege of the inland trade, 
but that he fhouitd at the fame time be made fen- 
fible that he is by no means entitled thereto, and 
that it is entirely a mark of favour. 

W.-ich regard to the refolutions the Prefident has 
laid down for the deierminaticn of all difputes 
which may happen between our Agents and Go- 
maftahs, and the country inhabitants; it is wel] 
known tbat thefe people cannet confine themfelves 
within the limits of the authority with which they 
are invefted. “Phe many daring infolences and op- 
preMfions which have been committed by the Na- 
bob’s Officers, ever fince his orders for thofe resu- 
lations were firft ifued, are evident proofs of the 
truth of this obfervation, and fufficiently point out 
the impropriety of them without the ufe of fur- 
ther argument. Upon the whole, I think the 
Prefident might be defired to recall this letter, le 
‘by falling into the hands of any of the Nabob’s 
fucceffors, it might hereafter be ufed by them as 
a plea for the fame purpofe for which it was now 
d-figned. - 

I have already declared my opinion of the firit 
query propofed, in giving my fentiments on thag 
part of the Prefident’s letter which relates to the 
nine per cent. duty. With regard tothe fecond and 
third, I think the Company’s dultuck fhould be al- 
ways granted equally for the inland, as well as the 
foreign trade, when it has been fettled, whether 
we fhall pay any, and what duty, as it will effectu- 
ally cut off all_fubyeét of difpute, by putting it ovt 
of the power of the Officers to make any objec- 
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tions to the paflage of the goods, and that rone but 
Company’stervants fhould have the PreGident’s paii- 
port for the falt, which may have paid the Go- 
vernment’s duties at Fiughly.- 

As to any difputes which may happen to our Go- 
miaftahs or Agents, and the people of the country, 
I think the only fcheme for the determination of 
them, will be to oblige the perfon who may think 
himfelf aggrieved, to apply for redrefs to the neareít 
factory, whatever diftance it may be from the 
place where the difpute happened, and if he is not 
contented With their decifion, he may appeal to the 
Governor and Council. 


Mir. Batfon’s Opinzoz. 


Mr. Batfon thinks the Prefident’s letter to the 
Nabob detrimental to the inctereft of the Company, 
and the nation in general, kecaufe by a forced and 
groundiefs explanation it invalidates the privileges 
eranted by the King’s FPirmaund and fundry Fiut- 
bulhookums, and confirmed by the t:caties with 
Serajah Dowlah and Meer jaticr. Such an cx- 
planation coming, from the chief of the Enpglifb, 
may g ve great advantage to the Nabobs, and 
other Furopean nations, in any future negotiations 
which we may happen cto have with them. By this 
Zetter alfo the advantage of coining, in the mints 
of Dacca and Patna is given up, and at the fame 
time the Calcutta mint rendered of little or ro fer- 
wice, for by our being prohibited from ufing any 
authority over the Shroffs, the currency of Rupees 
coined at Calcutta will be ftopt in moft parts of the 
country; and this is aétually the cafe at prefent at 
Cofimbuzar and Moorfhidabad. Fle was much 
furprized to fee thefe advantages, which were io 
firenucufly contended for many years together, 
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given up without any publick confideration. He 
thinks alfo the faid letter tends to deftroy the na- 
tional influence in this country, and to bring us in- 
to contempt, becaufe the form of addrefs, and fe- 
veral expreffions, are unbecomingly fubmiffive and 
condefeending, but chiefly becaufe. it fubmits the 
Englifh Agents, not excepting the Company’s fac- 
tories, to the jurifdiction of the Nabob’s Officers, 
which would immediately put a ftop to great pare 
of the private trade, and would furnitfh the Nabob 
with continual pretences for fubjecting the Com parry 
to the fame oppreffions which they underwent be- 
fore the rupture with Serajah Dowla, whenever he 
fhould think himfelf in a condition to proceed to 
fuch Jeneths; he therefore thinks we fhould infift on 
the Nabob’s fending back the faid original letter. 

In anfwer to quettion 1rft. 

Hie thinks by the Firmaund, Hlufbuihookums, 
and. fubfequent treaties, the Company, and under 
them their fervants, have a clear right to trade in 
every article, whether for foreign or inland trade, 
which right it. is Cur duty to preferve entire and 
undifputed, and that the arguments ufed by the 
gentlemen on. the other ide of the queftion, to 
prove the contrary, do really prove no more than 
that former Nabobs’ had the power and :means 
of hindering us from enjoying the King’s grane 
tn it’s full extent. : 

In anfwer to queftion the 2d. 

He thinks we fhould acquiefce in paying the 
fame duties on falt and tobacco, that have been 
paid fince Meer Jaffier’s coming to the Subahfhip, 
but that the fame fhould not be agreed to by any 
publick deed or writing; and here he thinks pro- 
per to remark, that the falt trade being formerly 
farmed by Coja Wazced for an inconfiderable fum, 
could be no great advantage to the Nabob’s reve- 
nue, and by means of the monopoly, he allowed 
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the makers and dealers at the farft hand a very 
fosall price, from twenty-five to thirty Rupees per 
hundred Maunds atthe Aurungs.. From hence any 
perfon acquainted with the country muit fee that 
from the Englifh trading in this article, the Nabob 
Khas reccived benefit, not fuffered lofs;3; his com- 
plaint on this head therefore proceeds not from 
any real grievance. 

In anfwer to quettion the 3d and 4th. 

Hie thinks duftucks fhouJd be allowed to the 
Company’s fervants in future, for fuch articles, 
but not to Gehers. 

En anfwer to queftion the 6th. 
= We thinks the bufinefs may be carried as it has 
been before without any ill confequences ; however, 
as a regulation concerning difputes is required, he 
thinks the Officers of the Government may enquire 
irto fuch matters, and fend reports of them to the 
meareft Englifh factory, er to the Prefidency, as 
they may chufe. | 


Major Carnac’s Opinion. 


At the confultation cf the 17th January, Major 
Carnac concurred in opinion with the whole of the 
Gentlemen then at the Board, on the regulations 
eftablifhed by the Prefident and Mir. Fiaftings; and 
his reafons for fo doing were, firft, IT hat he deems 
highly difhonourable our being thereby fubjected 
to the Mroorifh jurifdiétion, as this is acknow- 
ledging a dependency on the Country Government, 
the deliverance from which he had ever regarded 
as the greareft happinefs refulting from our firft re- 
volution, nor can any but iniquitous decifions be 
expected from courts of {uch notorious partiality. 

Secondly. Major Carnac deems difhonourable, 
as alfo extremely prejudicial to our trade, the agree- 
ing to the granting a duty upon all articles of in- 

land 


Relative to the Difturbancesin BENGAL. 62 


land trade without diftinétion, none of which were 
ever before fubject to duties fince the eftablifh- 
ment of Meer Jafher, except falt and tobacco, and 
thefe muft have been thought condefcenfion on 
our parc, as our having an. univerfal freedom of 
trade is {Oo particularly fpecifisd, both by our Fir- 
maund and treaties, as not to leave the Jeaft room 
for cavilling. | 

Major Carnac, thirdly, deems it a difhonour- 
able conceffion (and the gentlemen at Patna have 
fhewn it will be detrimental to the Company) the 
yielding up the coinage in the mint Of Patna, toa 
which he believes we are intitled from our Fir- 
maund, but exclufive thereof we had avery good 
claim from having, condtantly enjoyed that privi- 
lege during the time of the preceding; Nabob. 

The Major, in contcquence, thinks the letter from 
the Prefident to the Nabob, containing the faid re- 
gulations, fhould be withdrawn. —— This much 
being premifed, anfwers on the part of Major Car- 
nac, the farft and fifth quetftions. 

With refpeét to the fecond and third gqueftions, 
M ajor Carnac is of opinion, that whatever rights we 
may have from our Firmaunds, and our different 
treaties, fhould be infifted on; and therefore thag 
the Company’s duftuck fhould be granted for ali 
commodities without exception, and that noe duties 
whatever fhould be paid to the Nabob, but in lieu 
thereof a duty to be levied upon duftucks for the 
benefit of the Company. Fiowever, fhould the 
Board think this would occafion too great a dimi- 
nution of the Nabob’s revenue, he hopes they will 
not confent to any other duties, but the continu- 
ance of thofe upon falt and tobacco ; the former at 
the EFlughly rate, and the other according as has 
been paid ac Dacca, and that in fuch cafe it will be 
clearly explained to the Nabob, that ic is a pure in- 
dulgence from us, and which we may retract ae 
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pleafure. The Company’s duftucks to be never- 
thelefs equally given for falt and tobacco as for all 
other articles of trade. 

If it be determined to make a compliment to the 
Nabob of a duty upon falt, the other Gentlemen 
of the Board are the bet judges how far the privi- 
leges of trading therein ought to be extended, and 
whether it fhould be confined to the Company’s 
fervants or not. Major Carnac begs leave to wave 
giving any anfwer to the fourth queftion, not being 
feficiently matter of the fubject. 

‘Phat thesblack people in our employ are guilty 
of great irregularities, and commit many abufes un- 
der the fanction of our authority, has been a fre- 
quent fubject of complaint, and it cerrainly behoves 
us to feek every poffible remedy thereto, except 
fuch an one as has been propofed, which is worfe 
than the difeafe. T here can be no difficulty at the 
places which are in the neighbourhood of any of 
our factories, the Chiefs and Councils whereof 
fhou'd be impowered to enquire into the conduct of 
the Engiifth Gomattahs, and we are not to doubt 
that the decifions will be fair and equitable. Inthe 
places at a diftance from our factories, fuch as 
Rungpore, Gualpara, &c. there are generally fome 
Englifh gentlemen of character refident, and thefe, 
in cafes of complaint, fhould be direéted by the 
Board to take infermation upon the fpot, and to 
{pare no coft or pains to get at the truth, which 
fhould be tranfmitted either to the neareft factory, 
or to Calcutta; and upon conviction of any Gomaf- 
tah of. mifbehaviour, the moft exemplary punifh- 
ment fhould be inflicted, in order to deter others 
from the like practices. 


Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion. 


Mr. Vanfittart, in his minute of the 1ft of Fe- 
bruary, complains of the harfh and indecent opi- 
nion 
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nion of the Board on the 17th of January, againít 
his treaty entered into with the Nabob, and trhat 
his negotiation therein did not merit fuch treat- 
ment from us. 

We were unanimous on the regulation being de- 
trimental and difhonourable 3 which every article 
contained therein I think clearly denounced. ‘The 
Government formerly muft have underftood our 
Firmaund gave us a full and extenfive trade in 
every thing without diftinétion, and as far as our 
gentlemen were in capacity to carry on the inland 
trade, they practifed it for many years. But parti- 
cular articles being farmed out by the Government 
to particular perfons, our trading therein gave um- 
brage, and Governor Stackhoufe (I think) was ob- 
liged to give a muchulka that the Englifh would 
deGft from further dealing in falt, Glk, and beetle- 
nut. “Ehis was at a time they could not maintain 
by force the privilege of the Delly grants, fo thro” 
neceflity complied with. An order at this time 
would have had the fame effect, but they obliged 
the then Governor to invalidate the Firmaund, by 
giving this muchulka, which fhewed they thought 
our right good, and by compulfion got this paper 
to over-fet our future pretenfions, and has been 
ever fince the argument againft them, therefore de- 
trimental and difhonourable. Mr. Vanfittart’s re- 
newing this muchulka, the adding an additional 
duty to what we have already paid through a con- 
defcenfion, is doubrclefs detrimental; the iubjectingg 
us to the Moorifh laws, and which, to our honour 
be it known, in the worft of times, we never 
were; but now, not even an appeal to the Na- 
bob or the Council is mentioned: “This doubtlefs is 
both detrimental and difhonourable. FEiow prejudi- 
cial, partial and unjuft the nature of their Courts, 
euftoms, and laws are, is fo well known to you 
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all, Gentlemen, it is needlefs for me to take up 
your time in giving: my fentiments in fuJl thereon. 
‘ihe mentioning, that our fervants, gomattahs, &c. 
fhall not carry on trade by oppreffions, &c. are 
difhonourable terms to be inferted in a publick trea- 
ty. Surely the Englifh juftice and honour was 
fufiicient for the Government to be fatishied, that 
we fhould feverely chattife any of them who dared 
to proftitute Our name by any illicit a€tion, with- 
out making it an article for them to doit. Many 
complaints have appeared, but none been proved, 
and I flatter myfelf none will of any confequence. 
Ihe Nabob’s orders in circulating Mr. Wanfittart’s 
treaty are difhonourable to us, and in a manner an 
act of hoftility, bidding us open defiance. 

The foregoing were my reafons for concurring 
with the refit of the Board on the 17th of January, 
in cenfuring the Governor’s proceedings ; and I am 
alfo to remind you, that we thought he had alfo 
been guilty of a breach of our privileges, in acting 
without our confent ; and I {till think to; for I fo- 
lemnly declare, I never fufpected he could defire 
fuch an independent power on fo material and na- 
tional a concern, or imagine the reft of the gentle- 
men would have been more explicit and peremptory 
rn their letter to him. Is it confifttent wrth rea- 
fon any Council fhould give fuch powers ? 

Doubtlefs Mr. Vanfittart will afk what regula- 
tions we wanted to have fettled with the IWabob, 
which we hoped from his influence with the Na- 
bob, (for he feems to know no one elfe) would 
Be fuch as tend to our advantage, and not to his 
prejudice; for if trade went freely on, we would rea- 
dily acquiefce in paying the duties as had been hi- 
therto collected, but the removal of feveral vexa- 
tions we had lately laboured under was the point 
we wanted to fee happily effected, and our goods, 

when 
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when certified to be Englifh property, not to mee€ 
with any impediment. - I now come to the firft 
queftion. 

The Nabob and Mr. Vanfittart feem to think 
and affert we have nota liberty to an unreftrained 
trade. We have, Gentlemen, carefully perufed all 
our Firmaunds, treaties, &c. and 1 think it clear- 
ly appears to me we have: Therefore, as the Na- 
bob wants to invalidate thofe grants, we ought ta 
have them properly explained to him, and infift om 
our parts to the utmoft of the Company’s prero— 
Sative, and demand the treaty back and“deítroy it. 
To the fecond I am to fay, fince the Nabob has 
wanted to impofe on us a breach of our liberties, 
we fhould not pay any duty on any thing, but fup- 
port our rights. The Company may want to trad¢é 
in thefe articles, when we confider their vaft tract 
of lands and produétions thereof, efpecially íalt, on 
which articles they raife a very large duty them-~ 
felves. 

To the 3d and 4th queflions. According to the 
above’ plan, duftucks cannot be granted to any 
but Company’s fervants, unlefs it be for fuch goods 
produced upon the Company’s lands, as paid their 
duties; but the certificates fhould; to fuch as have 
paid the Nabob’s any where; on a proper rewana be- 
ing fhewn to the Governors, or any Chief’s fa- 
tisfaction, that the Nabob’s cuftoms have been duly 
difcharged. 

To the sth and 6th queftions. ‘The fervants 
and gomaftahs of the Englifh fhould not, on any 
accounr, lie under the leaft conftraint of the Go- 
vernment; but I beg leave todefer faying any thing 
further on this head for the prefent, (how to regu- 
late the difputes that may happen betwixt them and 
the Country Government, and indeed among them- 
felves) till fuch time as I have heard it properly dif- 
cuffed at the Board, where the mutual advantages of 
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the country and ourfelves will be impartially confi- 
dered and deliberated on. | 


ilajor Adams’s Opinion. 


Major Adams doces not think the agreement made 
with the Nabob, as contained in the Governor’s let- 
ter to him, calculated to anfwer the end propofed by 
Ft, viz. to {fettle things on fuch a footing as may 
prevent further difputes with the Country Govern- 
Ment, of whofe juftice Mr. Vanfittare feems, in that 
treaty, tO nave entertained a much better opinion 
than their fubfequent conduct fhews they deferve. 

In anfwer to queftion x{ft. 

Major Adams is of -opinicn, That.by the Fir- 
maund and fubfequent treaties, and particularly the 
2d article of that with Serajah Dowla, the Englifh 
Ealt India Company are entitled to carry on any kind 
of trade, duty free, and 1n any part of the three Pro- 
vinces of Bahar, Bengal, and Orixa. 

‘To the 2d queftion. 

That the above-mentioned Firmaund and trea- 
ties entitle the faid Company to carry on their trade 
free from any duties, but that to prevent as much 
as poffible any difturbances in the country; fuch 
duties as have been colleéted on any fpecies of trade 
fiance the laft revolution, fhould be continued. 

To the 2d and 4th. queftions. | 

Major Adams is cf opinion, that as .the privi- 
leges in the above-mentioned Firmaund, &c. were 
granted to the Englith Faft India Company, they 
and their reprefentatives here are the propereft 
judges for what and whom duftucks fhould be 
granted; and as he looks upon the above. quef- 
tions to be of a private nature, begs to be excufed 
giving his opinion upon them. 


To 
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To the sth queftion. 

Major Adams thinks that the experience we have 
had of the tyrannical and rapacious difpofition of 
the officers of the Country Government, almoft 
renders the queftion unneceflary ; however, as his 
opinion is required with the reft of the gentlemen 
at the Board, his duty to the public obl'ges him 
to declare, that he thinks it fhould by no means be 
allowed. 

To the 6th and laft queftion. 

That wherever any confiderable trade is carried 
on (however far diftant) a Company’s fervant fhoutct 
refide, invefted with full power to enquire into any 
difputes, and punifh the delinquents; and that 
where the trade carried on, is not of confequence 
fufficient to require a Refident, upon any complaint 
againft gomaftahs or Englifh factors, the perfons 
complained of fhould be immediately furmmmoned to 
the neareft Enolith factory, as well as all the evi- 
dences againft thems and that the Chief of each 
factory with his Council, fhould be empowered to 
infliét the fevereft punifhment on fuch gomaftahs 
or factors, if found guilty; and that no expence 
fhould be fpared to bring offenders to juftice 5; but 
fhould the complaint be found to be falfe or frivo- 
lous, the complainant fhould pay all the cofts and 


damages. 
The Prefident’s Opixton. 
The regulations contained in my letter * to the 


Nabob of the 26th December, are fuch as appear 
to me to be conformable to the true intent and 





* The ftibe of this letter is the itile which į have always ufed» 
and the fame I u:i:deritand which was ufed by my predecetior®> 
fance the troub'te:. No Perfian letter nor Eattern forms of ex- 
preflons will bear a literal tranflation. They appear abfurd in 
fiuropean languages, although they are natural and cuitomary 
jil Perfian. a . 
x 3 meaning 
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meaning of the Firmaund and fubfequent treaties, 

confidered with the Company’s orders relative to 

the trade of their fervants, and particularly the 

24th and 29th paragraphs of the letter of the 17th, 
19745 - 

I am Ps E that the abufes which fome of the 
WNabob’s officers have exercifed, upon the appearance 
of the e regulations, will be urged as an objection 
to them ; but this is arguing by confequences; and 
I anfwer that thefe or whatever regulations may be 
propofed, will fometimes be abufed by both parties, 
e{pecially on their rft eftablifhment ; and the only 
remedy for this evil is to punith all fervants of 
ours who fhall break through rules, and infift on 
the INabob’s doing the fame. 

Aithough fome men are fo licentious as to break 
through alllaws, itis not a reafon why laws fhould 
be abolifhed. | 

But to proceed to the different articles objected 
again{tt: lc is faid that the inland-trade, that is, 
the trade in falt and other articles produced in one 
part of the country, and fent to another part of the 
iame country for fale and confumption, fhall not be 
carried on with the Company’s duftuck, but fhall go 
with the duftuck of the Country’s government, 
after puying them a duty of g percent. The Fir- 
maund fays, that, ‘© Whatever goods and mer- 
€< chancize the Gomaftahs of the Englifh Com- 
t€ pany fhall bring into any port or place of the 
€¢ province by fea or land, or carry out, fhall be 
¢¢ free of duty.” For my part, I can underftand this 
mo otherwife than that the goods they fhall bring in 
from foreign parts, may betranfported to any part 
Of that province by fea or land duty free, and the 

oods they purchafe in any part of the province 
may in like manner te carried out. This I imagine 
to be all the Company afked, and it is not to be 
fuppofed more was granted. By {fuch a trade the 
Q Country 
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Country reaps the benefit of the goods and money 
imported ; but all that is gained by usin trafficking 
from place to place in the Country, in articles of 
its own produce, is in effeét fo much loft to the 
Country. 

The fubfequent treaties confirm the privilege 
of the Firmaund, and particularly the fecond ar- 
ticle of the treaty with Seraja-al-Dowla, declares, 
that ** All goods going to or coming from any 
< place, by land or water, with the Company’s 
«<< duftuck, fhall be free.” Ie remains ftill to be 
limited by the Firmaund and the Company’s or- 
ders, for what occafions the duftuck fhall be 
granted ; and I think chat it behoves us greatly to 
take care they are not granted for any purpofe be- 
yond the intention of the Firmaund, and to an{fwer 
thofe ends the Company had in view when they pus 
themfelves to the expence of applying for it. 

With refpeét to the power of our Gomafttahs 
the Firmaund fays, ‘‘ That in every place where 
<< they buy or fell, the officers of the Country Co- 
<< yvernment fha!l affift them in their lawful de- 
<< mands; and every merchant, weaver or other 
<< perfon, upon whom the Englifh Gomattah fhalf 
< have a juft demand, the officers of the Govern- 
<< ment Mall oblige them to pay it, and fuffer no 
<< one to opprefs the Gomoftahs ; and if any fervant 
<< of the Company’s being in their debt fhall run 
< away, the officers of the Government fhall take 
«<< them up, and deliver them to the Chief of the 
<< factory.” The Nabob Jaffier Aly Cawn in his 
general Sunnud 1767, confirms all the Firmaund 
privileges, and adds, ‘* That the Company may buy 
< or fell without employing a banyan or broker, 
‘<< and that the officers of the Government fhall 
-< affift them in all their juft demands.” — Nothing 
were can be fail to give our Gomattahs power to 
decide their own caufes, or make ufe of any force 

F 4 o 


7@ ORIGINAL PAPERS 


of their own, but they are to apply to the officer 
of the Government, and obtain redrefs through 
thelr means. 

As tq the coinage, there is an order granting the 
Company permiflion to coin in the king’s mint at 
Carriemabad 3; and in cafe it can be done without 
Jofs. to the king’s revenues, three days of the week 
are to be fet apart for the Englifh Company’s bul- 
lion s; but there is no particular indulgence as to the 
yate of coining; they are to pay the fame mint- 
charges as other merchants ; and this is all the Na- 
bob defires, as I mentioned in my letter to Nobit 
Roy’s complaints, of which anfwer I gave Mr. Ellis 
a copy. Befides, I think this privilege now un- 
neceflary, as we have a mint of our own, in which 
we may coin the Rupees of Dacca and Patna, as 
we do of Murfhedabad. 

Jn regard to making tuffals or falt-pans in Sun- 
gerbund, I confefs my letter to the Nabob does 
not fully exprefs what I intended. I mean that we 
ought not to take away the grounds which other 
merchants have cleared, nor the workmen which 
they have hired, as appears by my letters to the 
Chiefs of Chittagong and Luckypoor, which I de- 
Jivered to the WNabob at the fame time. As 
to trading by our Gomafttahs with the mountaineers, 
who come with cotton to Rungamatty, if it has 
been a cuftom for that article to be farmed out 
by the Country Government, and it is from that 
only the revenue proceeds, I think we have no 
right to overrule that cuftom. Any innovations to 
ghe prejudice of the revenues of the Country Ga- 
wernment, and the exclufion of the Country mer- 
chants from that fhare of the trade which they have 
Jong enjoyed, I think fhovld be avoided, as fuch 
proceedings muft render us univerfally the objc ct 
ef jealoufy and ill-will). : | 

o the propofed queitions I therefore fay, 
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ft, That I think we have nota right by Fir- 
maund and fubfequent treaties ro carry on the In- 
Jand-trade, or the trade from place to place in the 
Country in commodities produced in the Country, 
bur that we have a right to carry on all ether trade 
cuiftom free. ) | 
2d, That I think duties ought to be paid eo rhe 
Country Government on fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, 
and all other articles of Iniand-trade upon thole 
conditjons, fo that jt may not hereafter be difputed. 
I mean that duties fhould be paid to the Country 
Government upon articles produced in the Country, 
and fent from place tq place jn the Country for 
confumption there, buc when fent to Calcutta for 
confumption or exportation, they fhall go with the 
Company’s duftuck, and pay no duties to the 
Country Government. In fuch cafe the Country 
has its advantage in the vent given to their manu- 
factures or produced by the trade of this fetrlemenr, 
and the Company receive the cuftoms ; but on the 
Inland-trade we pay no duties at all, unlefs we pay 
to the Country Government, and yet that trade 
will afford duties better than any other. 
3d and 4th, ĮI think the Company’s duftuck 
fhould not be granted for any articles of Inland- 
trade, but that certificates fhould be granted to ac- 
‘company the duftuck cf the Country Government 5 
and that fuch certificates fhould be granted equally 
to Company’s fervan:s, and any other licenied Eng- 
lilh merchants who have firt duly paid the Go- 
vernment duties, and got their dultucks. 
sth and 6th, Ichinkthe EnglifhGomattahs fhould 
not be under the controul of the Officers of the 
Country Government, at thofe aurungs which are 
under the charge of the fubordinate factories, but 
in cafe of any complaint againft them, the officers 
of the Country Government hall apply to the Chief 
pf the factory for redrefs, and in cafe the areal 
as 
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has a difpute with, or demand upon any of the 
Country people (not the weavers or other imme- 
diate fervants of the Company) he fhall apply to 
the officers of the Government for redrefs, and if 
the officers of the Government neglect or refufe to 
erant it, the Gomaftah {hall then make his com- 
plaint to the Chief of the factory, who fhall re- 
guire, and if neceffary, exact an immediate com- 
pliance, giving a full account of the matter to the 
Board. 

But at thofe Aurungs which are not under the 
management of any of the Company’s faé€tories, 
but only fome particulars have their Agents or 
Gomattahs, there I think fuch an authority cannot 
be trufted in their hands, nor indeed is it poffible, 
as there may be feveral different Gomaftahs in one 
place, who have all an equal right to authority : 
I think they fhould apply to the Country Govern- 
ment for redrefs on all occafions, and if the cfficers 
of the Government do not grant them the fatisfac- 
tion the matter requires, the Gomaftah may then 
make his complaint to his principal, and he to the 
Board, who will infift on the neceffary reparation 
for all unreafonable loffes. I do not however mean 
that in cafe of complaint againft an Englifh Go- 
maftah, at {uch place the Officer of the Country 
Government fhall have authority to feize the Go- 
maftah, ftop his goods, or interrupt his bufinefs, 
but he fhall give him notice of the complaint, and 
recommend to him to get it fettled, and in cafe the 
Gomattah refufes or neglects to give fuch fati- 
faction as fhall appear to the Government’s Officer 
to be reafonable, he may then tranf{mit the complaint 
to tbe Governor of Calcutta. I fee nothing in the 
Firmaund or fubfequent treaties, which forbids the 
Government's Officers from doing themfelves juftice 
on fuch occafions ; but yet the nature of the people 
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is fuch, that it would be dangerous to admit it, 
of which their prefent violent proceedings are a 
fufficient proof. 

Ic was refolved that we hada right to trade ia 
falt, beetle-nut, and every other article of Inland- 
trade, duty free, and with the Company’s duftuck 
equally with the foreign trade. Yet it feems as if 
the Council rhemfelves faw at the very time the in- 
juftice of their proceeding, by their admitting that 
a fomething fhould be paid to the Nabob in con- 
formity to the ufual practice, not that the Nabob 
had any right to demand it, but merely” as an ia- 
dulgence, which they were willing to allow him. 

The following are the proceedings relative to 
the fettling this point. | 


M. 4. — Extra of Confultation of the tft March 
1763. 

As itis the opinion of the majority of the Board, 
that a confideration ought to be paid to the Nabob 
on certain articles of the Inland-trade, the members 
from the fubordinates are afked what duties they 
have hitherto paid, and on what articles. 

Mr. Cartier fays that ac Dacca they ufually paid 

On falc S*. RS. 3 : 8 per 100 Maunds, 
On tobacco - = o : 4 per Maund. 
Mr. Billers fays that at Luckypoor they ufually 
aid 
i On falt DMR* 9 : 14 3 per 100 Maunds, 
On tobacco - : A per Miaund. 

Mr. Marriot fays that at Chittagong and its dif- 
triéts nothing has been paid. 

Coffimbuzar, Patna, and Malda, nothing. 

From Calcutta nothing, except on falt, about 
the rate of 44 Sicca Rupees per 100 Maunds paid 


at FY¥ughly. Th 
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That the trade in the article of tobacco has been 
carried on from the laft mentioned places with a 
duftuck. 

Fhefe informations being had, the following 
queftion is now put, to be anfwered to-morrow. 

Etow much fhall in future be paid on falt or other 
articles of Inland-trade, which are carried on from 
ore place in the Country to another for fale and 
confumption P 

Mir. Eday defires that the following queftions 
may MNkewife.be put. 

Whether the falt and other produce of the Com- 
pany*s lands are to pay duties to the Country Go- 
vernment or not? 

And Mr. Watts the following: 

Whether we have nota right to coin bullion in 
the mints of Patna, and-Dacca, and on what terms ? 

The next day (the 2d March) the opinions were 
collected as follows. | 


ir. Watts’s Opinion. 


‘he majority. of the Board yefterday were of opi- 
nion that by our Firmaund, Hufbulhcokums, and 
fubfequent treaties, we hada right to trade in any 
article produced or brought in the Indoftan em- 
pire, and that in purfuance of the above privileges 
no duties ought to be paid, and that duftucks ought 
to be granted with any articles, either falt, beerle- 
mot, tobacco or any other; but as former Nabobs 
had collected duties on fome articles (though con- 
trary to the privileges granted us) they were: wil- 
ling fome confideration fhould be made. to, the Na- 
bob. For my own part, I am ftijl of the fame opi- 
nion that no duties fhould be paid on any articles, 
and I fhall always efteerm it as an opening left for 
the prefent Nabob to make a further infringement 
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on our privileges when opportunity may offer. Nor 
do I fee any reafon for this indulgence to be given 
to a man who has fpared-no pains to degrade the 
mame of the Englifh, taken every opportunity to 
infulte our flag, has almoft totally ftopr our bufinefs 
for near Gx months paft, and infulted this Board 
by attempting to inforce a treaty executed by the 
Governor only, and that by threats and arms. Fdiis 
letter to Mahomed: Aly, Nabob'at Dacca, is a fuf- 
ficient proof of the firft, and Mahomed Aly’s letter 
to the Sicdar of Sundeep could not be ufual but by 
his order. 

However as the majority of the Board are for 
making fome allowance, 1 think two and a half 
per cent. on the rewana. on falt only is full fuf- 
ficient ; but as tobacco has only paid duties in fome 
parts, and duftucks been granted with it from 
others, Ithink that we ought not to pay any duties 
on it. 

The falt produced on the Company’s lands ought 
mot to pay duties. 

The right to coin bullion in the mints of this 
empire, is fully confirmed. by an exprefs Hufbui- 
hookum, WN” 21. That 23 per cent. is what Jug- 
gutfeat paid to the Government, and much about 
what the Dutch pays therefore I think we oughe 
to have the privilege of coining all the Company’s 
monies in any of the mints of the three Provinces, 
at 2% percent. which is more than [ufficient to de- 
fray the charges of coinage. 


Mr. Maiarriote’s Opinion. 


Mr. Marriott is of opinion that in confequence 
of the Government’s collecting a duty on falt, and 
which we have for the moft part acquiefced in, a 
duty fhould be paid the government of 24 per cent. 
on the Rewana price, as it appears all the Rewanas 

run 
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run at that rate, bur as he looks upon it as ara 
infringement of the Firmaund privilege, the Nabob 
ought to be informed it is a conceflion On Our parts. 

‘That this duty of 24 per cent. fhould be paid at one 
place, and no other demands made on any occafion, 
or boats {topped with falt on any pretence, having 
the Droga’s receipt on the back of the Company’s 
duftuck. That the falt produced on the Company’s 
lands fhould alfo pay duty as it has hitherto done, 
there having been no diftinétion made. 

Ihat tobacco and beetle-nut ought not to pay 
duties, as duftucks for thefe articles have generally 
been given, and no duties paid at the place they 
were produced, except at Dacca and Luckypoor, 
on the fale of the former, which appears to have 
been an arbitrary thing, as the duty on that ar- 
ticle ought certainly to have been collected at every 
place. 

That in regard to exchange of money, as we 
have undoubted right to coin Siccas from our Fir- 
maund and Sunnuds, we ought to infift on what 
we coir fhould pafs ; but to obviate any lofs that 
might rife by Batta on Siccas of a different mint at 
another place, we fhould get ftamps of the fevera! 
mints where we may have cccafion to fend money, 
and coin with thofe ftamps accordingly. 


Mir, FEday’s Opinion. 


I have already given my opinion, that no duties 
Mhould be paid, and as I can conceive no reafon for 
paying any, butto fhew that we will not prefs our 
rights harder on the prefent Nabob than we did on 
the laft, I therefore think if any duty is paid, that 
ac fhould be the fame as in Meer Jaffier’s time. 

I think the Company and their fervants who 
carry out the produce of the Company’s lands. with 
a duftuck fhould pay no duty. 
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I think by the grants from Delly that we have a 
sight to coin and recoin money in the WNabob’s 
mints, and that it fhould be done at the rates the 
Company receive from perfons that coin and recoin 
in their mints, which is about the fame that had 
hitherto been: paid at Patna. 


Adr. Johnitone’*s Opinion. 


That we have a right to a free trade without 
paying duties of any kind wherever our duftuck is. 
granted, and that it fhould be granted for ali arə 
ticles of gruff, &c. for the inland traffick and con- 
fumption in the country, as well as for goods im- 
ported and exported, 1 expreffed in my minute of 
yefterday. But as the majority were for acquiefcing 
to continue to the Nabob, as a point of favour, not 
of right, a certain allowance on falt, though [I dif 
fent from all fuch allowances in any manner as it is 
eftablifhing by cuftom, though not by right, a duty 
upon an article that makes ío very confiderable a pare 
of the produce and revenues of the Company’s 
lands, and which they may hereafter probably dif- 
approve. Yet as the queftion now ftands, chat 
fomething fhould be continued to be paid to the 
INabob, and it is demanded what that fhould bes 
two and a half per cent in the Rewana price, Ë 
think the moft that fhould be paid. 

The article of tobacco having hitherto been car- 
ried on with the Company’s duttuck towards Cof- 
imbuzar, Malda, and Patna, from Calcutta, and ao 
Rewana ever taken out for it at Dacca and Lucky- 
poor, where only it has ever been paid; I look on 
our right to grant duftucks for this article as fully 
e{tablifhed as on any other egruff-article for which 
the Company now grants their duftuck. This I 
think may be done with as much righe in virrue of 
our Firmaund and treaties, as for any article of 
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confumption to be imported to Calcutta, which the 
Prefident propofes fhould be carried on without 
duties, and on which, before the revolution; we 
paid as well as on any other articles. 

As the Calcutta ficcas cannot pats at Dacca and 
Patna without a difcount, contrary to the treaty 
for eftablifhing our mint and the currency of the 
Calcutta ficcas through the three Provinces with- 
out batta, and the Nabob, Meer Jaffer, in this 
confideration, granted perwanas for coining, rhe 
fum necefflary for the buGnefs of the factories at 
Patna and Dacca, I think we have a juft claim to 
coin as formerly as much in thofe mints at 2 4 per 
cent, which I think better than namping ficcas of 
thofe places in Our mints, as it appears by the ex- 
ample of our Moofhedabad ficcas, that the Shroffs 
will always elude this method, and not receive thofe 
Rupees but at a difcount. 


AIr. Fhaftings’s Opinion. 


Mr. Haftings is of opinion, in anfwer to quef- 
tion the fArft, that nine per cent. on the prime coft 
of each article fhould be paid to the Government; 
which he judges to be pretty nearly’ the fame with 
the duty paid by other merchants. 

To queft_on the 2d. That every article of inland 
trade, being producea, though not in equal abun- 
dance, upon the Company’s lands, to except them 
from the duty levied upon the fame articles pro- 
duced in other parts, would be a fource of conti+ 
nual frauds and difputes with the Government, and 
that therefore all fuch goods fhould be taxed, or 
none. 

To queftion 3d. “That we have no fuch right of 
coining, in the Nabob’s mints, nor the leaft pre- 
tence to claim it, that he- knows of. 
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MIr. Cartier’s Opzrzron.. 


Mir. Cartier thinks that no duty fhould be paid on 
any article of our trade but falt, as he fands tobac- 
co has paid no duties in any part of the country but 
Dacca and Luckypoor, and has ever been confidered 
by the gentlemen in Calcutta, who have traded in 
it, as free from any; and duftucks procured from 
the Prefidency, Coffimbuzar, Patna, and Malda, 
circulating the fame. 

That we fhould hkewife infift upon the privi- 
Feces of coining in the feveral mints of the pro- 
vinces, unlefs we can enforce the currency of the 
different fpecies of Rupees, agreeable to the fixed 
batta of the place they may be fent to, which will 
render any application on this head unnecefiary. 

That the falt produced in the Company’s lands 
fhould be fubjeét to the fame duty as what may be 
produced in other parts of the country. 


Mr. Billers’s Opinion. 


As itisagreed by the Board to pay a duty oncer- 
tain articles of inland trade, I give it as my opinion, 
that falt is the only article which ought to pay cuf- 
tom tothe Country Government, that 22 per cent. 
on the Rewana price fhould be the ftipulated rate, 
and that the produces on the Company’s lands 
fhould pay the fame. 

I think we have a right to recoin the Company’s 
money either at Patna or Dacca, on paying 2 + 
per cent, being the ufual cuftom paid hitherto at 
Patna. 


Ir. Batfon’s Opinion. 


Mr. Batfon, in anfwer to the feveral queftions pro- 
pofedin confultation, the 22d eb. gave his opinion, 
that we fhould acguielce in paying the fame duties 
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on falt and tobacco that have been paid fince Meer 
Jaffier’s coming to the Subahfhip, but that the fame 
fhould not be agreed to by any publick deed or 
writing. The Prefident yefterday propofed the 
fame queftion to be anfwered again by yes, or no, 
without explanation or reftriction. Mir. Batfon 
therefore thinks proper to explain himfelf further 
on this head. Hie thinks we ould continue tacit- 
ły to. acquieíce in paying fuch duties on falt and 
tobacco, and at fuch places only, as we did in Meer 
Jaffier’s time; that the Nabob may not complain 
of our ufing him worfe in any refpecét than we did 
Meer Jaffer, but that we fhould not even make 
any publick declaration thereof, much lefs agree to 
it by any publick deed. Hie further thinks no new 
treaty fhould be entered into with the Nabob on 
this head, but that we fhould infift on his adher- 
ting ftrictly to cthofe made with Serauge o Dowla 
and Meer Jafer. 

That he does not fee any reafon for making a 
diftincétion in regard to goods produced in the 
Company’s lands, and thinks we have a right to 
coin in the mints of Patna and Dacca, and that it 
fhould be done atthe fame rate -as it was in Meer 
Jaffier’s time. 


iMMajor Carnac’s Opinion. 


Major Carnac has given it as his opinion, that 
mo duties whatever fhould be given to the Nabobs: 
however, a majority of the Board having determin- 
ed that 4 confideration fhould be paid for certain 
articles of trade, Majòr Carnac thinks it fhould on- 
Fy be upon fuch articles for which the Nabob car 
plead our conftant practice; and this cannot be 
done of any. other commodity fave falt, the moit 
equitable ftatement for whith feems to be to 
pay the fums fpecified in the Rewana, viz. 24 per 
€cne. 


Major 
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Major Carnac hopes whatever allowarice may be 
agreed on, the Board will be particularly careful 
to have it explained to the Nabob, that it is mat- 
ter of favour, not of right. 


Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion. 


The general opinion of the Board béing; we had 
an undoubted right to trade free from any duty 
whatever, but that the prefent Nabob fhould en- 
joy a revenue equal with his predeceflaes 3; they 
agreed to pay him a confideration for fuch inland 
trade, to which Mr. Amyatt readily concurs; and 
thinks the confideration now to be allowed is intend- 
ed to amount to as much as was before, and is 
how paid, fo that all the inland trade in general 
fhould be taxed to pay this charge, as Every ar- 
ticle can equally bear it, and a duty of 2 per cents 
fhould be levied on all. articles purchafed in any 
part of the country, to be fent and fold in another 
part; but to prevent any impediments in carrying 
on Our bufinefs, or vexations, from defigned delays 
in recovering this duty by the Governiment’s peo- 
ple, he would propofe that all goods pafs with the 
Company’s duftuck, which duftuck being carried 
to the Buxbunder, they are immediately to receive 
there 2 per cent. and give a receipt for thesamoune 
upon the back of the duftuck, and then thofe goods 
are free to pafs and be fold any where. 

Mr. Amyate is of opinion, fince an allowance 
upon falt is agreed on; it fhoula be equally granc- 
ed upon that which is made in our own Per- 
gmunnahs. 

With refpect to the mint at Patna and Decsa, 
he fees no occafion for the unlimited ule thereof, 
and the fum we have demanded ro be yearly ccin- 
ed there being fufcent for alk reafonable per- 
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pofes, he is of opinion that that, and no more, 
ihould be infitted on. 


Mlajcr Adam’s Opz:zion. 


Major Adams efteems his opinion fufficiently ex- 
preficd in his minute of yefterday, in anfwer to 
the 2d queftion propofed the ioth, namely, that 
duties which have hitherto been paid fhould conti- 
nue to be fo, to prevent difturbances and embroil- 
ing our affairs with the Country Government. 


The Prefident’s Opinion. 


As I am of opinion the inland trade from place 
to place in the country, in articles of the produce 
of the country, is not comprehended within the 
privileges of the Firmaund, and confequently that 
we have no right to infift or expeét to carry it on 
cuftom free, fo I think, if we find it for our ad- 
vantage to Carry it On, we muft be fatisied with 
the fame terms as other merchants, and pay efta- 
blifhed King’s duties at every place, unlefs we can 
agree with the Nabob for an equivalent. 

By all the informations I could get on this fub- 
ject, I ind that from this place to Patna, the King’s 
duties are collected on falt at ix @ifferent places, viz. 
Etoughly, Moorfhedabad or Jelinghy, Rajamaur, 
Carigola, Bauglepoor, and finally the Duany duty 
upon the falts at Patna. The amount of thefe, 
reckoned at the low c{f{t of the feveral informations 
I took, was more than 25 Rupees per 1c0 Maunds, 
or if we reckon them at what is faid to be the 
regular King’s duties at every place where duties 
are collected, that is 2 2 per cent. the amount will 
be 15 per cent. 


On tobacco, it appears that both at Dacca and 
duuckypoor they have paid 4 Annaes per Maund, 


which 
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which reckoning the cot 2 Rupees per Maund, 
will turn out about 1412 per cent. . 

On beerle-nut it appears they have hitherto paid 
no duties, but for my part I can conceive no other 
difttinétion between what ought to pay duties to the 
Country Government and what not, but this of 
foreign trade, that is, goods imported and goods 
bought for exportation; and inland trade, in ar- 
ticles of the produce of the country, from place to 
place in the country; the firt of which being a 
Firmaund privilege, it goes from place to place ir 
the country without paying any duties; arn, ** with 
<e refpeét to the latter,” I think the Government 
has as much right to their cuftom from us on 
fuch trace as from other merchants. 

Upon the whole, I think nine per cent. on the 
prime coft of the goods, a very eafy and advanta- 
geous accommodation for the Englifh dealers in this 
trade; and as the Nabob has confented to accept 
that as an eQuivalent for all demands throughout 
the three Provinces, I am of opinion we fhould 
readily agree to it, and obtain a confirmed right-to 
what has hitherto been always difputeds; and I muft 
add, that I think it is a tax which the trade will 
well bear, for reckoning falt at 80 Rupees per 100 
Miaunds, which is a high price for the prime coft, 
we fhall pay only 74 per 100 Maunds. 

With refpeét to the produce of the Company’s 
lands, I think the merchants who deal in that 
fhould pay cuftoms equally with others, as they 
have always hitherto done to the Country Government 
upon what has been carried up the country, and to 
the Company themfelves, upon what has been im- 
ported at Calcutta. 

As to our rights by former grants to coin in the 
King’s mints, it may be doubted whether to hold 
a mint ourfelves does not fuperfede the former; but 
inppeing it does not, and that we have yet.a right to 
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coin in the King’s mints, it is mot with any parti- 
cular indulgence as to the rate of coinage, but we 
mult pay the fame mint charges as other merchants. 


It was na eafy matter to determine who were the 
majority, and what was their apinion, at length it 
was made out thus: 


Extract of Confultatzon of the tft of March. 


‘The opinions having, been all read at the Board, 


the fums of the anfwers to the feveral queftions, 
ftand as follows ; 


‘To the Ift, in the affirmative. - ‘Ken voices. 
In the negative with refpect Two 
to the inland trade. z 
To the 2d, in the afirmative. - Seven. 
In the negative. - = - Two. 
To the 3d, inthe affirmative. - Nine. 
In the negative. - e- ~- Iwo. 


Majer Adams filent. 

The 4th queftion being altered by the determi- 
nation of the 2d, ftands thus. 

As it is determined that duties fhall be allowed 
on certain articles, whether certificates fhould be 
granted to thofe who pay that duty, but are na 
Company's fervants? And it being accordingly 
put, the fum of the anfwers ftands as follows: 


In the afirmative, Mefirs. Hay, 


Cartier, Amyatr, and the Pre- $ Four voices. 
fident. 


En the negative, Mefirs. Watts, 


Marriot. Johnfiftone, Fiaftings, Six. 
Billers and Batfon. 


Major Carnac and Adams filent. 


To the sth and 6th queftion, the opinion of aH 
the Board, excepting Mr. Haftings, imports, that 


the 
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the Englfh Gomattahs fhall not be under any 
actual controul of the Officers of the Country Go- 
vernmenr, but be reftrained by fuch regulations as 
may be laid down. 


Lixtraé of Confultation of the 2d of March. 


It appears from the above opinions, that the ma- 
jority of the Board are agread that 2 4 per cent. on 
the Rewana price fhall be the eftablifhed culftom on 
falt, and the article of falt only fhall pay a cuftom ta 
the ‘Country Government. Rcfolved, that the deter- 
mination do form a part of the inftructions to the 
gentlemen -who {hall be fent to make known the 
matter to the Nabob, and that in the mean time 
trade do go on in the fame channel as formerly. 

Mr. Elaftings, at the confultation of the 2d of 
March, deGred leave to fay fomething further in ex- 
planation of that article of his opinion of the 1ft of 
March, which related to the fetting proper bounds 
of authority between the Government’s Officers and 
the Englifh Gomafttahs. T his additional minute 
was as follows: 





Mr. FAiaftings’s Adinute of the 2d of March. 


In the confultation of yefterday, it having been 
entered as the unanimous opinion of the Board, 
with the fingle exception of myfelf, that the Eng- 
lifh Gomattahs fhould be fubjeét to no controul 
from the Government, I muft beg leave to fubjoin 
another argument to what I have already faid upon 
the fubject, in favour of this fingularity of fenti- 
ment. 

In all affairs relating to our connections with the 
Country Government, one object we would ever 
keep in view, as of the higheft importance to the 

G 4. future 
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future welfare of the Company. I mean the du- 
ration of their acquifitions and influence in this 
country. Whatever may ferve to perpetuate and 
fix thefe advantages, though attended with a pre~ 
fent inconvenience, fhould be invariabiy purfued 3 
and whatever prefent or temporary conveniences 
have a tendency to deftroy them, or to change our 
connections, fhould be for the fame reafon rejeéted. 

An union between two powers, which ftand in peed 
of each others affiftance, and whofe interefts agree, 
may endure for ages; but where that mutual depen- 
dence is wanting, and their interefts are perpetual- 
ly clafhing, the greateft «fforts of human wifdom will 
fcarcely be able to unite them on any fto‘'id founda- 
tion. Such unfortunatcly is our fircuation in oural- 
fiance with the Nabob. Fis power, if properly 
fuoported, and a mutual confidence were eftablifh- 
ed between us, would indeed afiord us the greateít 
benefit and fecurity. But the chief fource of dif- 
cord between us arifes from the intricacy of our 
connections with him. Our lands (the leaft fubject 
of contention, becaufe divided by known and fixed 
boundaries) lie clofe to, and even in the midít of 
his, Our trade is circulated through every part of 
his country, and our agents and dependents are 
intimately blended with his fubjects, without any 
bounds to mark out the extent of his authority, and 
our own privileges. 

Ic is now propofed to fix fuch a limitation, by 
abfolving every perfon employed in our fervice from 
the jurifdiction of the Government. This, it is true, 
will prevent their fuffering’ any oppreffion; but ir 
gives them a full licence of oppreffing others, fince 
whatever crimes they may commit, the magiftrate 
muft patiently look on, nor dare even to defend the 
Jives or properties of the fubjeéts committed to his 
care, without a violation of our rights and privi- 

leges. 
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Yeces. Such is the expedient propofed for the fe- 
curity of our trade, and for preferving the tranquil- 
lity of the country. 

Such a fyftem of government cannot fail to crease 
im the minds of the wretched inhabitants an abhor- 
rence cf the Englifh name and authority; and how 
would it be poffible for the Nabob, whilft he hears 
the cries of his people, which he cannot redrefs, 
not to with to free himfelf from an alliance which 
fubjects him to fuch indignities. 

I forbear at prefent to take notice of the me- 
thods which are to be employed as checks of fuch 
a licentioufnefs, but fhall briefly obferve, that if the 
chicfs of the factories are to be made the judges in 
all caufes in which their Gomaftahs are concerned, 
whatever their integrity may be, or how unbiaffed 
foever their judgments, yet fuch is the infatuation 
of mankind, (not to fpeak of Bengalees alone) 
that in ninety-nine cafes out of a hundred, they 
will rather fubmit to oppreffion than forfake their 
houfes, and travel with a croud of witneffes to the 
neareft factory in que(lt of juftice, when they be- 
lieve their judge to be interefted in the fuit again{t 
them, as there will be few inftances in which it 
will not be in the power of the Gomaftah to 
connect his own frauds and rogueries with the in- 
tereít of his employer, to make it harzardous to 
chaftife him. 


M 4. — Copy of ae Letter from the Nabob zo 
Mahomed Aly. 


Y a letter from the Governor I underftand, 
that ** with regard to the merchandize of the 

#< country, viz. tobacco, falt, beetle-nut, and dried 
s< fifh, which at different places are purchafed and 
*<-fold, though they want to pay 9 per centr, yet 
se you 
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** you are defirous of ftopping the bufinefs, and 
e will not pay any regard to it, but endeavour to 
et interrupt the trade. That you likewife demand 
<< duties on the Company’s cloth, which has the 
< Company’s duftuck, and never was known toa 
st pay any duties. Fhat Coja Afkafuc, through 
<et the means of Coja Warris, was appointed to 
<t tranfact the Governor’s private bufinefs at Dacca, 
<e and had, agreeably to the Company’s duftuck, 
“provided thirty bales of cloth, twenty-eight of 
<t which he fent before, and afterwards the two 
< others; but you intercepted them, and demand- 
<< ed duties thereon, and without reafon demanded 
<< duties on clothes, and on the Company’s pur- 
<e chafes, that before never paid any.’ 

The Governor and myfelf have agreed, that on 
the Company’s exports and imports, having a du- 
ftuck, no duties {hall be demanded by any one; 
and whatever goods are purchafed and fold within 
this country, being the produce of the country 
fhall pay nine per cent. at the place they are 
bougbt. A copy of the agreement I before fent to 
you, but it is amazing you will not obferve the 
contents, but interrupt the Company’s goods. Now 
I ftrictly order you to examine well the agreement, 
and act according to it. You are not to make any 
demand on goods at any of the Company’s places 
of trade, having the Company’s duftucks ; but on 
whatever goods are purchafed, being the produce 
of the country, you are to take g per cent. at the 
place where they are purchafed, and never in any 
refpect deviate from the agreement. This ftrictly 
obferve. 

P. S. << The Governor writes that you impede 
& the Gomattah for his private bufinefs.”? There 
is no mention of private or publick in the agree-~ 
ment; yet as heis my true friend, I now write, 
that if the faid Gomaftah has the Company’s or 
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the Governor’s duftuck, you are not to impede 
him. 


Etra of a Letter from the Governor zo the 
Nabob. 


Ei E Chief of Dacca fent mea copy of a letter 

wrote by you to Mahomed Aly Bég, in 
which he is ftriétly charged, ‘<s To take cuftom 
<< according; to my agreement, and (although there 
< ig no adiftinétion of perfons mentioned in the 
t< agreement, yet as I have a proper friendfhip for 
‘<< you) not to interrupt the Gomattahs employed 
<< in my trade, who {hall be provided with my 
ece duftuck or the Company’s.” The regulations 
contained in that letter or agreement of mine, which 
I wrote in anfwer to your perwana, in order to put 
an end to the difputes between your people, and 
the Englifh Gomaftahs, cannot now take place, 
becaufe that through too injurious a behaviour of 
Mahomed Aly Bég, and Syed Jelaul Bocary, and 
the other Officers of the Sircar, greater difturbances 
have arifen than ever. This I have alrea:ly ac- 
Quainted you of. You order Mahomed Aly not to 
interrupt any trade, which fhall be provided with 
my duftuck or the Company’s. All the duftucks 
granted either for my goods or other gentlemens’, 
are the Company’s, and the fame which have ever 
been eftablifhed. I reprefented to you that no in- 
terruption muft be given to the trade of the Enelifh, 
and did not fpeak of my own in particular, becaufe 
my bufinefs and other Gentlemens’ is on the fame 
footing, and the diftinction you make in my fa- 
your can only gain me an ill name. 
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M. 4. a. — Extrat of Confultation of the 5th March 
T703- 

Taking now intoconfideration the neceflary regula- 
tions for reftraining our Agents and Gomaftahs from 
interfering with any affairs of the Country Go- 
vernment, injuring: the people, or being injured by 
them, and for deciding diiputes that may arife be- 
tween them ; 

It is agreed 1ft, That all thefe Aurungs which 
are adjacent to, or under the management of the 
fubordinate faétories, the Gomaftahs, in cafe of be- 
ing injured by any of the Officers of the Govern- 
ment or their dependants, fhall firft make their ap- 
plication for redrefs in writing, to the Officer of the 
Government refiding on the fpot, from whom, if be 
does not receive immediate fatisfacticon, he fhall fend 
his complaint to the Chief of the neareit factory, who 
flhall be empowered to take cognizance of the fame, 
and demand or exact, if neceffary, the fatisfaction 
which the cafe may require 3; but that it is to be un- 
derftood in refpect of weavers, pykars, and all others 
who receive advances ci money for gocds to be 
provided, or are indebted for goods bought, the 
Gomattahs fhall retain their power as ufual to call 
fuch weavers, &c. to account. 

“That on the other band, where the Government’s 
people fhall have reafon to complain of the Englifh 
Gomaftahs or Agents, they fhall give the faid 
Agent or Gomaftah notice of the complaint in 
writing, acquiring and recommending to him to 
fettle it in an amicable and equitable manners; and in 
cafe the Agent or Gomatitah refufes or neglects to 
fettle it in fuch manner as fhall appear reafonable to 
the Government’s Officers, he fhall then tranfmit 
an account of it to the Chief of the neareft Eneglifh 
factory, and deliver a copy of the faid account to 
the Gomaftah. And the Chief of the factory is 

hereby 
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hereby required to examine ftrictly into the affair, 
and decide it according to juftice, giving a copy of 
his determination to the officer of the government, 
who made the complaint. That the gentlemen of 
the fubordinates {hall keep a regifter of fuch com- 
plaints, with the decifions palt on them ; a copy 
whereof {hall be forwarded monthly to the Pre- 
fidency. 

2d, With refpect to the diftant places where trade 
is Carried on, fuch as, Rungpoor, Purnea, Gual- 
parah, and Rungamattys; there is at prefent no 
Refident on the part of the Company. but at 
Rungpoor a provifion of filk is made by a Go- 
maftah from Coffimbuzar factory: Which provi- 
fion, it is hoped, may be increated and improved 
by the care of a covenanted fervant. At the fame 
time, the fituation of the place is fuch, as will be 
convenient for examining the complaints, and de- 
ciding the difputes which may arife in moft of thote 
places. | 

Agreed therefore, that the addition of a {fenior 
fervant be made to the Council at Coffimbuzar, and 
that he be appointed Refident at Rungpoor. 

That the orders forbidding: our fervants or de- 
pendants from holding lands, gunges, rents or em- 
ployments of any kind, under the Country Go- 
vernment, {hall be again repeated. 

That fuch however as have inherited taalucs 
from purchafe or other good right, fhall not be 
obliged to give them up, but hold them as other 
taalucdars in the Country ; being informed, once fer 
all, that in refpcét to fuch rents held from the Go- 
vernment, they are not to avail themfelves of our 
protection, to inveft them with any particular pri- 
vileges. 

That fuch complaints as have already becn made 
and tranfmitted to the feveral fubordinates, fhall be 
enquired into, and decided conformably tothe above 


regulation, 
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regulation, and that fuch as have not yet, fhall now 
be forwarded to the proper fubordinates for that 
purpofe. 

‘T his regulation might anfwer very well, if all 
the Chiefs and Refidents of the Englifh were difin- 
terefted men, would receive complaints again{t 
their own Gomattahs with temper, and decide them 
with juflice and equity, even if their own profits 
were ro be leffened by it. But a fucceffion of 
fuch men is not to be expected in any fervice; and 
there is befides another difficulty, proceeding from 
the diftance of the places, where fome of thefe Go- 
maftahs are employed, from any of the Company’s 
factories, fo that in many cafes it would be impof- 
fible to get at the truth ; and it is eafy to conceive 
the diforder which muft take place inany community, 
where there exifts no power of determining on the 
fpot the difputes which may arife; 





N. 4.—T4e Nabob’s Letter of the 22d February. 


H EN you came here an agreement was 
made Between us, which I imagined all the 
Gentlemen would agree to, but it is amazing that 
mot a fingle perfon has approved of it; MNotwith- 
ftanding;g all you have exprefsly defcribed to the 
Chiefs of the Patna and Dacca factories, they do 
mot pay any regard to it, but return for anfwer : 
<< We do not approve of the Governor’s proceed- 
<< ings; when the Gentlemen of the Council write 
<< to us, we will immediately follow their direc- 
6s tions.”” | 

Since the commencement of Meer Mahomed 
Jaffer Cawnfi’s management to the prefent time, I 
have not known any one but yourfelf Now the 
Gentlemen of all the factories do not regard your 
directions, but require the orders of the Council, 
and 
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and they ruin the affairs of the Province of Bengal, 
the Zemindaries, the Merchandize, the Ryots, &c. 
for what reafon I cannot conceive. I neither have 
nor fhall negotiate with any perfon but yourfelf ; 
and therefore I plainly write, that, if you intend to 
regard the agreement made between us, you fhould 
aét in fuch a manner, that the Gentlemen may not 
make their objections to it; if not, advife me of 
it. I underftand that a number of the Gentlemen are 
inclined to eftablifh another Subadar. ‘This ap- 
pears to mein an eafy light. Let them eftablifh 
whom they pleafe, it is of no ccnfequence to me. 
I do not regard matters of fo {mall importance. 
Gop made the world, and every thing is ruled by 
him. I beg you will fpeedily write me an anfwer 
to this letter. 

Herewith I fend you copies of a letter from Mir. 
Eilis to Rajah Nobit Roy, and one from Jeffarut 
Cawn to me. I gave you lands to the amount 
of fifty Lacks of Rupees, for the maintenance of 
troops to deftroy my enemies, but it 1s amazing 
that a number of Gentlemen have on the contrary 
colleéted troops againft me in order to ruin my 
country. It is evident to every one that the Euro- 
peans are to be confided in 5; but to fee all this fur- 
prized me much. 





Copy of a Letter front the Nabob za the 


Governor. 


Dated 26 February 1763. 


rO UR favour is arrived, and has given me 
much fatisfaction. You write thar, ** At this 

« time you are informed by a letter from the Chief 
<* of the Patna factory, that as the Company’s falt- 
«t petre was coming from about Gauzypoor, laden 
‘< on 
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on bullocks, the Aumil, at a place called Mar- 
jee, took off the falt-petre from the bullocks, and 
drove away the bullocks, and the falt-petre is 
lying at the forefaid place ; aifo, that one boat of 
the Company’s laden with falt-petre, the officer 
at a place called Seefan has feized, unladen the 
falt-petre, nor will let ic pafs; again, that four 
boats laden with beetle-nut, which were proceed- 
ing in the way, purfuant to a duftuck from the 
Chief of the Dacca factory, the Fougedar of Raja- 
mohul has detained, wanting to collect a duty. 
If I have any regard to remove all fufpicions from 
your breait, I muft punifh my Officers one and 
all. Agreeabletotche letter which you have written 
and givento me, the affairs of my Government, 
and the Company’s trade, will go on in a courfe 
lefs interrupted than heretofore, and no fingl!e 
article of goods that has the Company’s duftuck 
with it fhall be impeded, nor {hall there be in 
any place the leaft obftacle to your buying, and 
felling the Country commodities; but upon falr, 
tobacco, beetle-nut, and dried fifh, I am to take 
9 per cent. upon the colt, and give my own 
duftuck : the Officers of my Government feign 
orders of themfelves, and report abroad that the 
Engliílh Gomattahs are not to be allowed in the 
Country, nor fhould any one buy or fell, or do 
any manner of bufinefs with them. In this cafe 
the agreement concluded between you and me, 
is totally broken, and there will be another 
treaty made, in which it will be particularly ex- 
prefed how my Officers are to aét, and how the 
Eneglifh Gomattahs: and fince letters from me 
to you, and you to me, with their anfwers, are 
not lefs than a month in coming, and you cannot 
allow that the Company’s bufinefs and that of 
the Englifh geatlemen fhould remain in fuf- 
penege for my order, therefore I muft write to 

< Mahomed 
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*« Mahomed Aly Bée at Dacca, that at this time 
** the making ready of a new treaty article by ar- 
=< ticle, under the feals and figns manual of both 
€ parties being in view, until‘it is made ready and 
“<< fent to them, they muft caufe the buGinefs of 
“<< the Company and Gentlemen to go on in the 
<© manner it formerly was conduéted ; if my Of- 
<< ficers in the Province act contrary thereto, you 
“© will. fend the Company’s men, and make your 
=< bufinefs go on by all méans that may be.” 

Sir, Although with refpect to the cattle for car- 
rying@ your petre, I know there has been no ob- 
{trudtion at all, yet my letter has been {fent evéry 
where in order to examine into the affair of the bul- 
locks for carrying the petre, and alfothe boats. Hiere- 
after I will write you the particulars, and fend them 

And with regard to the boars laden with beetle- 
nut, which you write, Cootub Alum demands duties 
on; Sir, before the arrival of your friendly letter, 
Cootub Alum had reprefented in an Arzee to me; 
that there were fome boats, allof which you bad re- 
leafed before his face, except four boats which re- 
mained; and which, becaufe of their not anfwering 
examination, you left in charge with him, and pro- 
ceeded on your way. Hierewith I incloie the 
Arzee for your perufal. 

Since you were pleafed to obferve in the agree- 
ment before alluded to, that my duftuck was to be 
along with the purchafe and fale of beetle-nur, and 
other articles of inland-trade, beyond: all doubt 
Coorub Alum, without being fhewed my duftuck, 
would not let the boats pafs; in which cafe my Of- 
ficer does nor appear to have committed any faulr. 
You are to be the judge in this affair. 

What you write of the uproar of my Officers ; 
it appears from thence that the agreement mace 
between us, the Council has not afiented to. To 
be fure whatever your Gomaftahs wrie is all exactly 

You Il. Ld jut 
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juft and proper, and my people tell nothing bue 
jies and bare. faced falfities. I muft have all lofies 
tn your trade made good to you; but who will in- 
@demnify me for the lois of revenues juftly due to 
my Government ? I muft cut off my Officer’s heads, 
but your Gomafttahs,. who are guilty of oppreffion, 
şou highly extol. You muft know very well, Sir, 
that I never had in view {fuch a treaty 3; it was 
merely to preferve your pleafure that I affented to it. 
Now that the Council do net agree to it, and want 
to have another treaty written, is an impofition. 

Three demands which I formerly put to you, IÍ 
now again repeat. The firft is, From the begin- 
Hing until now the Nazim of Bengal correfponded 
with the Governor of Calcutta, juft as I have been 
acquainted with you my friend, and are now ac- 
Guainted with you, not having a fingle word of 
eorrefpondence with the reft of the Board. 

The fecond is, I former'y reprefented to you that 
the Com pany’s trade has been fixed time immemorial. 
At prefent, befides the Corpany’s trade, the Go- 
maftahsof rhe Englifth Gentlemen have fet up the trade 
of fale, tobacco, dried fifh, timbers, &c. and pur- 
chafe from the country people with force and ex- 
tortion, and are continually contriving, unjuft dif- 
putes, and wrangling with my Officeis, fo that the 
poor, the inhabitants, merchants, and manufac- 
turers of my Country are opprefled, and both you 
and myfclf are troubled with unjuft vexations. Now 
i fay alfo, that your Gomattahs are to trade as is cuf- 
tomary in merchandizes imported andexported,which 
has been the practice in this Country, and are to re- 
frain from thofe articles of trade which perplex the 
yevenues due to my Government, and are a caule 
of difputes, and the ruin of the inhabitants and poor 
people. 

The third 1s, Whether your will ts, at all events, 
to commit the expences of the army and manage- 

z Yeng 


Relative to the Diffturbanctes in BENGAL. 99 


ment of the Country and his Majelty’s revenues to 
me, and your Gomafttahs are to carry on thefe 
branches of trade, which were never praétifed in 
the Country, and my Country is to be opprefied 
by the partiality and indulgence, under pretence of 
trade, and the Officers of my Government are tQ 
to have no concern in the affairs of the adminiftra- 
tion, nor be allowed to fay a word ? 

if this be the cafe, it is out of my power to carry 
on the bufinefs of this Subadary. I with not to be 
concerned in an affair of fo much vexations you 
may be pleafed to ind out fome other that does. 
I myfelf am heartily tired with thefe difputes and 
wranglings. Unnecefiarily you give your troops 
trouble in fending them againit my Officers 3; and 
why do not you write to bid al] my Officers get out 
of their diftriéts and repair to me, fince that m 
wretched Officers have no forces in their diftricts. 
Burt Chittagong Midnapoor, and Burdwan, which 
I, agreeable to treaty between us, ceded to your 
Agents, you yourfelf know that not fo much as a 
man of mine fets a foot therein, and I abftain -frorn 
the cuftomary provifions. If you donot determine 
juftly for me, there is the greateft room for me te 
be furprized 


Copy of a Letter from the WNabcb fo the 
Governor. 


Dated 26 February 1763. 


OUR letter is arrived, and has much. re- 
joiced me. You write that, *‘* Your copy of 
< the letrer which Mahomed Aly Bég wrote to 
<< Meer Abdulla, the Aumil of the Purgunnah 
s Sundeep, being fent you, Mahomed Aly Bég’s 
és intention is, that not a fingle Englifhman fhailt 
Fi 2 < be 
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“* be fuffered in the Country, moreover, much lofa 
“* having arifen to -the Company’s bufinefs, ac- 
cordingly the treaty made between us is totally 
“© broken by Mahomed Aly Bég; I muf bring 
the aforefaid perfon to punifhment, or you can- 
not fit by inactive, and let the Company’s bu- 
“* finefs goto ruin. Alfo that the Chief of Lucky- 
poor neither tmprifoned my Yeffawal, or killed 
< Bercundaffes, nor detained Golam Ahmud; 
whatever Mahomed Aly Bêg may have here- 
tofore written to me on this matter,is a miftake.”’ 
In all affairs between us, you, Sir, are the beft 
judge of the perfon that occafions hurt to our in- 
tcrett. Although punifhing Mahomed Bég is a 
trifle with mes however, Gop willing, I fhall ar- 
Five in your quarter, and if he fhall have com- 
mitted any fault; I will chaftize him. 

But you have no power to punifh any perfon in 
poft, that occafions hurt under your adminiftration. 
Your order is abfolute with refpeét to my people, 
But you have not the leaft command over your 
own. By all means take notice of fuch perfons; it 
is almoft in their power to occafion a rupture be- 
Ewixt you and me. | 

From the frft even until now, I never had a 
word with a fifigle Gomaftah or one of your 
people. But your Officer, who has heretofore con 
fined my Officers, at this prefent alfo wants to fend 
troops againft them, and have them brought bound. 
No wonder if your writing this back to me, has 
greatly furprized me. As to 

The charge of all this on me: I have not 
a hand in thefe things, there is no need of the 
charge of your Gomaftahs. You obferve, that 
through the tumults of Mahomed Aly Bég, the 
agreement between us is entirely broken. Sir, ex- 
preffions of this kind fignify fomething different, 
fince I have not any where feen or heard, that 
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through thetumults of fervants, a treaty concluded 
between their fuperiors may be broken. Withour 
doubt you muft know this perfcétly well: you need 
not throw the blame upon any one. 

What Jafsarut Cawn and Mahomed Aly Bég 
formerly wrote on the affair of my Yefflawals con- 
finement, I ftraitway tranfmitted to you, and with 
relation of it made great impreffion on your mind. 
But before now, when you in confequence of a 
Jetter from the Chief of Luckypoor, were earneft 
with me, that Mahomed Aly Bég had killed your 
Seapoys;s what did you difcover upon examining 
this affair, that you are at prefent fo urgent about a 
lictle {crap of the aforefaid writing ? For at this 
time alfo my Ycfflawal is arrived, and being inter- 
rogated before me, he made the following relation, 
viz. * When he reached LIuckypoor, he fhewed 
<< my duftuck to Golam Ahmud. Scarce an hour 
<< had patt, when the Chief of Luckypoor factory 
“«¢ fent 200 men, and furrounded him quite alone, 
<€ and not a foul with him, and ill-treated him, 
ec carried him off as faft as they could, with many 
éc acts of violence, “The Chief aforefaid, and other of 
<e the people employed under him, faid, “Chey made 
ce Jaffier Aly Cawn Nabob, and afterwards turned 
ee him out again, and I myfelf alfo am one of their 
< own fetting up, and this duftuck which he has 
<< brought {hall have no influence with them. 
<e With fuch rebukes they kept him three days in 
e% confinement, but Hircarahs etcaping, went with 
ec this news of him to Jafsaraut Cawn, and Ma- 
< homed Aly Bég. After this other Hircarahs 
<< having brought a letter from the Governor of 
€: Calcutta (that is you, my friend) to the Chief 
< there, he fent him together with.Golam Ah- 
<< mud to me.” 

At the time the Chief aforefaid had confined my 
Yef{fawal with all this ignominy and il] treatment, 

Fi 3 how 
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how did Mahomet Aly Bég know that he would 
releate him after tiree days, and fend him to me? 
And trad nort yous fetter arrived he never had re- 
leafed my Yeffawal, un'efs, agreeable tothe account 
of their Hiircarahs, Jefzarut Cawn and Mahomed 
Aly Bêg bad wrote me the particulars of my Yefia- 
wal’s confinement. 

Seeing that ycu are a wife man, confider thefe 
injurious manners of the Englith and my officers, and 
on whofe fide lies the hardfhip, and who are the 
perfons that act contrary to the agreement, and in 
fecret make ufe cf infamous and injurious expref- 
fions, to the prejudice of men of character. 

Above all, how mary fleets of boats are there in 
Patna, yet cannot I get fo much asa fingle boat to 
crofs over the Ganges; nay, other boats that have 
been procured, the people of your factory there re- 
Jeafe and carry away with them. 


‘The INabob’s letters of the 26th of February 
having been read in Council the yth of March, it 
was refolved that the following anfwer fhould be 
wrote to him by me as Prefident. 


IN 4. a—Tte Governor's Letter to the Nabob. 


{ Hlave received your letter of the 26th of Fe- 
bruary, which having read to the gentlemen cf 
the Council, they agree with me in opinion, that 
there appears throughout a general difinclinatron 
to give us any fatisfact:on for the interruptions and 
ill ufage which the bufinefs of the Englifh Compa- 
ny and gentlemen has received from Mahomed Aly 
and other Officers of your Governments; and that 
both your letters feem, on the whole, rather an eva- 
fionthanan an{wer to my reprefentations. Iam there- 
forse, pow In my own name, and in the name of 
the gentlemen of the Counci!, to give you the follow- 
ing account of what has been refolved on by us: 

Fhe 
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The Firmaund and other public orders. of the Courr, 
together with the fubfequent treaties with the Su- 
bahs, having been referred to and {trictly examin- 
ed, we find that the Englifh, having the Company’s 
duftuck, are thereby entitled to carry on their trade 
(as well foreign as inland) inthe Provinces of Bengal, 
Baher, and Orixa, duty free. By the tenor of them 
therefore, the Council are determined to abide. We 
have, however, taken intormation of the cuftom 
that has hitherto prevailed in the different parts of 
the country, with refpect to the Engliifh paying du- 
ty om certain articles of inland trades and trom 
thefe we learn, that the articles of falt and tobacce 
are the only ones which have paid fuch duty, and 
that the latter article has „paid it only at the facto- 
ries of Tuckypoor and Dacca. ‘This being the 
cafe, and as we do not mean to break entirely thro 

this eftablifhed cuftom,. although the afcre-men- 
tioned grants give us a full fancétion to trade, duty 
free, we have determined that a confideration fhall 
continue to be paid to your Government on falt, af- 
ter the rate of 24 percent. as will be explained to 
you by Mr. Amyattr, and the method of coll. ¢ting 
it fettled by him. 

With refpect to our Gomaftahs, we cannot ad- 
mit that they fhould be under any actual constroul 
of the Officers of your Government; but we have 
laid down certain regulations, whereby to reftrain 
them from committing: injuries or abufes on the 
country people, as well as to direét them to make 
their complaint to the chief of the factory, in cate 
of receiving any from your Officers or dependants, 
and the faid chief will take the neceffary meafures 
for putting a ttop to them. 

Copy of the Firmaund, Filufbulhookums and 
treaties, together with the rules for colleéting the 
aforefaid duty on falt, and guiding the conduct 
of our Gomaftahs and your Officers, will be fent 

Ii 4 to 
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to Ja by Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hays whom my- 
felf with the Council have thought proper to de~ 
pute, to explain to you more fully the juftice of 
thofé rights and pretenfions. 

Wich refpect to the complaints which have al- 
ready been made, we do infift on juflice againift 
all thofe Officers of the Government who may beé 
proved guilty of the extortions and obftructions 
laid to. their charge, and that reparation {hall be 
miade for the lollies occafioned thereby. 

On the otrher hand, all the complaints made 
by your Officers in different parts of the coun- 
try, apainit Eenglifh Agents: and Gomaitahs, have 
been referred to the examination of the gentle- 
men of the factories neareft to thofe places from 
whence the complaints have come; and whatever 
anjuftice it may appear they have committed, we 
fhail be particularly careful to caule them to make 
amends for. | 


N 4. b—FExtract of Confiultation of the 7th. oF 
Miarch 1703- 


Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 


= Mr. Jonftone moves, That a letter fhould now 
Be wrote by the Board to the Nabob, in anfwer ta 
the farft of his three demands, explaining to him 
the powers of the Council; that it is with them in 
fact he acts, although their opinion is tranf{miutted 
through the channel of the Prefident, and that 
therefore he fhouwld confider them in the firft de- 
gree. Further,’ thar in it the Governor’s letter, 
containing the regulations fhould. be: re-demand-~ 
ed, and that the letters now fent fhould be figsed 
by the Board, and fealéd with the Company’s feal. 


The Secretary being directed to collet the opi- 
nions of the Board. on this motion. of Mr. John- 
ftone’s, the feveral members delivered the fame as 
follows. DIr a 
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Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 


Mr. Watts is of opinion, That a paragraph 
fhould be inferted in the tetter to be wrote to the 
Wabob, explaining to him the powers of the Board. 
and that the letter fent by Mr. Vanfittart to the 
Nabob fhould be demanded back, as from the 
Boards, but that the letter now tent be forwarded 
under the Prefident’s feal. 


MIr. Mlarriott’s Opinion. 


Mr. Marriott is of the fame opinion with Mr, 
WY atts. 

Mr. Hay’s Opinion. 

Mr. Hay thinks, that the explanation regarding 
the powers of the Council fhould be made to the 
Nabob in a public letter, agreeable to Mr. John- 
ftone’s motion 3 but that the demand for the letter, 
containing the regulations, fhould be made in a let- 
ter under the Prefident’s feal. 


Wir. Hattings’s Opznion. 


The Company have plainly declared their inten- 
tion, that all correfpondences with the country 
powers fhall*be carried on through the channel of 
the Governor; and as an alteration of this cuftom 
will fubjeét the Nabob (who has not been ufed to 
fach a method, nor can be a judge of the proprie- 
ty of it) to great perplexities, and tend to create 
a breach between us, I objeét to any leiter being 
wrote to the Nabob but with the Prefident’s feal. 

As to any explanation of the powers of the Board, 
the Nabob, to my knowlecge, is well acquainted 
with them, nor is fuch an information in anywife 


neccflary. 
Tc 
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Ic is allo unnecefflary to demand back the Gover- 
mor’s letter to the Nabob, as it will of courfe be 
annulled by the new regulations. 


Mefirs. Cartier and Billers are of the fame opi- 
nion with Mr. Watts. 


llr. Batfon’s Opznion. 


Mr. Batfon agrees with Mr. Johnftone in opi- 
nion, “That the authority of the Board fhould be 
afferted, and the Governor’s written agreement be 
demanded back, and that it is the intereft of the 
lnc that the correfpondence fhouid be carried on 
by the Board. 

Mlajor Carnac’*s Opznzon. 

Major Carnac is of opinion, That the Nabob ei~- 
ther dces nor, or will nor underftand the powers of 
che Board, and therefore they ought to be explain- 
ed to him as to admit of no difputes; which cannot 
be done any ways fo effectually as by a letter under 
the public feal, as propofed by Mr. Johnftone in 
his minute; and thar, in this fame letter, the Go- 


vernor’s, containing the regulations, fhould be de- 
sianded back. 





Air. Amyatt’s Opinion. 
Mr. Amyatt is of Mr. Watts’s opinion. 
Major Adams’s Opinion. 


Major Adams is of opinion, “That the Nabob’s 
Jetter fhould be anfwered by the Prefident in the 
mame of the Board, under his own feal, which, 
with the purport of the letter, will fufficiently con- 
vince the INabob that the power is lodged in the ma- 
jority of the Council; and he thinks the redemand- 
ang the letter will more properly become a part of 
che iaftructions to Mrefirs. Amyatt and Hay. 

I be 
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The Prefident’?s Opinion. 


The Prefident obferves, That he had already ex- 
plained to the Nabob more than once the powers of 
the Baard, when he wrote the letter in queftion 5 
but that as the Nabob now affects to be infenfible 
of the powers of the Board, and inftead of com- 
plying with his agreement endeavours to make 
the worft ufe poffible of the letter, he thinks he 
fhoulkd be wrore to in the terms propoied by Mer.: 
Johnftone, but that it fhould be wrote in the ufual 
manner, through the channel of the Pretfdent, as 
any other method is contrary to the Company’s 
{tandinge orders, as well as detrimental to their af- 
fairs. 

The majority of the Board, being of Mr. Watts’s 
opinion, ordered that two additional paragraphs, 
exprceffing the fenfe thereof, be added to the letter 
which is above diteéted to be wrote to the Nabob 
by the Prefident. That the whole letter be drawa 
up by the Secretary from the refolutions of Coun- 
cil, and when approved of by the members, be fent 
to the tranflator, with directions to render it into 
Perfian, applying to the Prefident for the Moon- 
fhy, who ufually writes the letters for that pur- 
pote. 


Copy of the additional Paragraphs to the Letter to the 
INabob. 


You mention in your letter, That it has been 
cuftomary for the Subahs of thefe Provinces to ne- 
gotiate only with the Governor, and that you alfo 
have done heretofore, according to that cuftom, 
and that you will not negotiate with any of the 
gentlemen of Council. In anfwer to which I muft 
acquaint you, that although it is very true, nego- 
tiarions with the Subahs are carried on by the Go- 

vernor 
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vernor only, yet that and all other bufinefs depends 
upon the opinion and determination of the Gover- 
nor and Council together, and in this manner af- 
fairs being canfidered and refolved on, the Gover- 
ner ts only the channel tbrough which it is made 
known to the Subahs, of which alfo you cannot but 
be fenfibic, as i have often acquainted you before. 

Ir is very true, that the regulations of trade 
agreed on hetween you and me are not approved 
ef by the Council, and therefore cannot take place x 
and. further, the ill behaviour and violent oppref- 
fans committed by your officers in all parts, by 
an abufe of the authority granted them by thart 
agreement; are fo notorious and infupportable, that 
sf they are not put an immediate ftop to, rhe friend- 
fhip between us will be broken ; and as it is to be 
esre they will continue to actin the fame manner 
mntil they are-acquainted from you that the intend- 
ed agreement is annulled, I defire you will .fend 
dack that letter to me, and acquaint your. Officers 
im all parts that you have fo returned it. 

The obvious tendency of this motion points out 
but too plainly the factious fpirit which dictated ir, 
fince nothing could have fo effeétually convinced the 
Wabob of the weaknefs of our Government, and 
the power of his enemies; beliades, that by claim- 
ing his acknowledgement of an authority to which 
he had never hitherto been accuitomed, and by 
throwing, the correfpondence into a new channel, 
which he knew to be contrary to the rules of our 
Government, a {nare was laid to aggravate the dif- 
putes by his difowning that authority, or by the 
perplexity which it muft of courfe lead him into, 
was he inclined to comply with it. 








O 4, 
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O 4. — Copy of a Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Patna to the Governor and Council. 
Dated 27th February 1763. 


HE Nabob having been defeated in his at- 

tack on the firft pafs leading to Napaul, we 
are now to advife ycu that he croffed the river yef- 
terday, and is at this time encamped with the re- 
mains of his army at Jaffer Cawn’s Garden. 


Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Council at 


Patna Zo the Goverzor and Council 
Dated 6th March 1763. 


E now inclofe you atranflation of a letter 
from the Company’s Gomaftah at Mow, 
which will give you a pretty juft idea of what lengths 
the Nabob intended proceeding to, and how great- 
ly he would have diftreffed our affairs, had he not 
been timely checked. 

Early this morning we detached three companies 
of Seapoys to Mow, under the commani of Lieu- 
tenant Downie, with orders to clear the Company’s 
buGinefsin that diftrict, and feize all thofe who have 
interrupted it, agreeable to your directions. We beg 
your further orders with regard to punifhing them, 
and cannot help obferving how neceffary it is that 
fome examples fhould be made, in order to put an 
effectual fop to this growing evil. 

The Nabob marched two days ago from JaMer 
ee gardens, and is now encamped near Fat- 
tuan. 
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©O 4-a Copy of a Letter frowm zbe Nabob zø 


the Governor. 
Dated the 5th March, 1763- 


Have had the pleafure duly to receive three of 

your favours, dated the 7th and 8th of Shba- 
baun, and underftand the particulars mentioned in 
then- 

At a time when this Government was loaded 
with a halance of revenues due tò the King, the ar- 
rears of the troops, and debts owing to the Eng- 
liífh, I marched out of Bengal, and repaired to 
the extremity of the Province of Bahar, in order 
to fettle thefe matters. Upon that country’s being 
jeft without a ruler, every village and diftrict be- 
came ruined by the oppreflion of the Englifh 
Agents and Gomaftahs; a thorough ftop was put 
to collecting the revenues, and the merchants, and 
poor people, and all my Officers and Minifters 
of the public, and private receipts of cuftom, 
were diftrefled, and deprived of their daily bread, 
and I am a fufferer in the revenues due to my ad- 
mpiniftration near a crore of Rupees. I have in the 
mean while made cor.tinual complaints and repre- 
fentations of this injuftice, and informed you parti- 
cularly and circumftantially of all matters, neverthe- 
lefs you have been pleafed to obferve that my Offi- 
cers are to blame. 

When you favoured me with a vifit at Mongheer, 
I laid before you all my concerns. ‘You were very 
earneft in fettling all difputes between my Govern- 
ment and the Englih company and gentlemen, 
and their Gomaftahs, and you in fome meafure 
comforted me, and perfuaded me that ‘* from that 
<< time, bufinefs would be carried on in a proper 
<< manner, and my Government neither injured, 
<< opprefied, or damaged.” Afterwards, on your 

reucurg©m 
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Teturn to Calcutta, contrary to your agreement 
with me, you detached forces to carry on the bu- 
finefs of the Company and Englifh gentlemen by 
compulfion, and to beat and chaitife my officers if 
they offer to fpeak a word. 

For thefe three years I have not gota fingle ru- 
pees nora thoufand rupees, nor one piece, nor ten 
pieces of cloth, nor a bundle of broad cloth, nor 
ten bundles, nor a pair of fciffars, nor fo much as 
a claip knife, from the Eng'ifh gentlemen or their 
Gomattahs ; however they have by violence levied 
fines, and penalties, and loffes in their trade on my 
Officers, and ftill continue to levy them, and if any 
of my Officers refufe to fubmit to this, they pour a 
ftorm of complaints on his head. 

lately you have repeatedly ordered me ‘** to let 
<< the bufinefs of the Company and Englifh gentle- 
< men and their Gomaftahs, go on as was cuí- 
© tomary herctofore in the different parts of the 
< provinces of Bengal and Bahar: to fuffer the 
«© money and bullion of your factories to be coined 
<< into ficcas in my mints, and to have the wicket 
<¢ and entrenchment in the city of Patna opened.’’ 
I not having it in my power to refufe, have given 
you the free ufe of my mint, and directed the 
wicket to be opened, anda ftop to be put to col- 
lecting of cuftoms upon traffick in the commodities 
of my country, from all merchants, pikars, and 
dilolls in the province of Bahar and Bengal, and I 
have had all gauts and chokys, both in the city and 
country round about, entirely removed. 

All this my lofs is owing entirely to the favour 
and prorection of the whole Board, becaufe that 
my being like the Nabob, Meer Jaffer, indebted 
to his IMilajefty, and embarraffled by my troops, 
and reduced to his fituation, is what they approve 
of: my people and merchants being diftrefled, my 
€lounrtry being oppreficd, myfe'f defpifed and fub- 
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— to daily infults, ard my Officers and fervanrts 
eing évil intreated ; I have chofe therefore to give 
up all thefe points to you. Now I am in expec- 
tation of your anfwer, to inform me if my life is 
fafe, or if there is any thing more to be done. 


O 4. b— From rhe Nabob zo rhe. Governor. 
5 March 1762. 


OUR friendly letter dated the 8th, Shabaun 
is arrived, and I am happy with the news of 
your welfare. “You write that the opinion of the 
Council is as follows: 
ss ‘They are all very defirous of affifting and fup- 
‘t porting me and my Government, but cannot 
“< bear with patience that my officers fhould im- 
= pede or damage the bufinefs of their commerce, 
<* that the report of your fetting up another Nabob, 
<< is the weak infinuation of defigning men. Thar 
< the regulation of the Board is to make fuch an 
“<< agreement in purfuance of the royal Firmaund, 
<< and the rules of equity, as may leave no room 
<< for difputes in future between my Officers and 
< their Gomaftahs.”” How can I bring myfelf 
firmly to credit this, fance Mr. Ellis is one of the 
Council, who for thefe two years paft has been en- 
deavouring all in his power to hurt my affairs, and 
make me appear little in the eyes of the world, 
nay, is at this time taking pains daily to involve 
me in trouble, drawing up his Company of Sea- 
poys to provoke me, and omitting no opportunity 
of depreciating me, both in this my own Country, 
and with Shujah-ul-Dowla, and other great men ar 
Court, fending all whatever he can devife to my 
difcredit, by means of Shirabroy to Shujah-ul- 
Dowla, &c. and he likewife fays whatever comes 
uppermeat{t 
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uppermoft in his mind to my prejudice in public 
aficmblies. 

In regard to what you write, advifing me of the 
royal Firmaund, and your having in view the pre- 
paration of another treaty : when you favoured me 
with your company at Mongheer, I told you fre- 
quently thar, ** Your power was great, but I had 
<< little to boaft of; you fhould pleafe to confider, 
<c and not fall into the notion that any agreement 
<< would be binding with oppreffive people.” 

Is not this an inftance of oppreffion, ther. the 
falt-petre lands which I have rented unto you, 
Gentlemen, upon the produce of which you ufed 
to pay formerly 3 and 3% Rupees per Maund, at 
this prefent you peremptorily hold at 14 Rupees, 
plundering and injuring my people? So my Country 
is to go to ruin, and I am not to utter a word. 
Befides all this you write, that it is my own Officers 
who create thefe difturbances, make ufe of oppref- 
fion, and lay wafte the falt-petre lands. 

This being the cafe, how can any treaty ftand 
good between us? and how can it take effect, if 
fuch oppreffions continue ? Moreover, as you have 
difpatched the Company’s troops to chattize my 
Officers, if they but murmur on the occafiorn, why 
need you trouble yourfelves to make another 


treaty ? 
In my fervice there is not one that can prejudice 
me againft you in any affair. Under you there 


is Mr. Ellis, who fails mot to prejudice you 
with evil infinuations againft me, 2s you muft fee 
and be fenfable of, though you connive thereat, 
and fay nothing on the fubjeét ; but you are pleafed 
to think (I do not know upon what grounds) that 
I have evil-minded people in my fervice. 

Iam ata lofs how to aét under thefe cenfures, 
and.muft own myfclf infufficient, if regulations of 
this nature take place. Be pleafed, therefore, to fet 

VoL. II. | me 
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me free from the uneafineffes of fuch an admini- 
{tration, and fet up a perfon for conducting it 
whom the Council may better approve. 

Full well I know that they will both condemn 
me, and injure your good name, and do this bu- 
finefs. Why do they wait for a charge againit me ? 
It is not the part cf men to bring an unjutt charge 
againít any one with a view to compafs other de- 
figns. It is better that you do it at this time. 


O 4. c —— Copy of a Letter from the Chief and 


Council at Patna, zo the Governor and Council. 


Dated 12 March 1703- 


H E following is an extract of a letter from 
Lieutenant Downie to the Chief, received 
laft night: ‘< I have the pleafure to acquaint you, 
<¢ that I have juft now feized Meer Acbur Aly, 
<< whom I fhall fend to yous; I have likewife taken 
s poffefion of the falt-petre he feized from the 
<< Company, and that which he collected from his 
< Purgunnah, and {hall have it carried to Mow as 
<< foon as poffible. I will now proceed to Durbunghy, 
<< to catch the other oppofers of the Company’s 
«e: trade.” 

Meer Acbur Aly arrived here about noon, under 
the charge of a Subadar and fifty Seapoys. We 
have called him before us, and the excufe he makes 
for his violent proceedings is, that he was fetting 
up to aét as the Company’s Gomattah.: 

We aguin repeat our requeft, that you will fa- 
vour us with your orders, what we are to do with 
this man; or any other who may act in the like 


PwaaiIMneCr. 


Copy 


Relative to the Diffurbances in BENGAL. 115 


Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Council at 


Patna, zo the Governor and Courczl. 
Dated 15 March 1763. 


W/ E acquainted you the tre2th, that Lieute- 

nant Downie had made Meer Acbur Aly 
a prifoner, and taken pofieflion of the Company’s 

etre at Taajepoor, where he left it in charge of 3 

avilder, a Naick, and twelve Seapoys, till it 
fhould be removed to the faétory at Mow. ‘This 
party was attacked by a body of 500 horfe, fent 
for that purpofe from the Nabob’s camp, by whom 
four of them have been killed, three wounded, 
and the remainder, with the Company’s Gomattah, 
carried prifoners to the Nabob. 

The Nabob has halted at Pennarac, and we have 
intelligence that he propofes returning here to at- 
tack us. Should he carry his threats into execution, 
we fhall immediately poffefs ourfelves of the city, 
as the moft effectual means of rendering his evil 
defigns abortive. 





O 4. d— Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Zo the 


Governor. 
Dated 11 March 1763. 


Y OUR two favours are arrived, and have re- 
joiced me. You write that ** Mr. Middleton, 
<< who refides at Luckypoor, wrote a letter to you 
<c and the reft of the Council. You have fent me 
<< a tranflation thereof, with copies of the letters 
< which Aca Mahomed Nizam Syed Budde Cawn 
<e wrote to the faid gentlemen and others. I hae 
<¢ Golaum Heffein is Moonfhy at the Company”s 
<< factory, and Mahomed Gâzy, collector of the 
<< Comany’s Taaluc, annexed to Luckypoor. Thart 

I 2 << now 
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<< now Mahomed Aly wants to plunder the Of- 
ficers aforefaid, and feize their perfons. T hat 
it has been always an eftablifhed rule, that fer- 
vants of the Company remain at the difpofal, 
and under the prorection of the Company, and 
Mahome} Aly Bêg wants to break through it. 
<: ‘That the faid Taaluc has been under the Com- 
< pany from the time of Meer Jaffer Cawn. 
< Moreover, that. Cortub Aulum my Officer at 
< Rajamohul, wrote a letter to Mr. George Gray, 
< a copy of which you have alfo fent; he in like 
< manner wants to {eize upon the Company’s 
<< Taaluc, and to remove the Bazar of the factory. 
That you have fent me a copy of the letter 
you wrote to him. That you are defirous of a 
{top being put to thefe difputes, and that the 
bufinefs of both our Governments may be car- 
< ried on in a proper manner; but it is daily 
‘<< ruined by the villainous proceedings of my Of- 
<< ficers, particularly Mahomed Aly Bég. Further, 
‘<< that Seyd Jelaul Bocary ftops your boats laden 
e with fait, and demands extraordinary duties 
te pon them.” 

The copies of Mr. M'ddleton’s letters tranf- 
lated are arrived, and I fully underftand the purport 
of them. 

Since all this wrangling on the part of the 
Gentlemen has arifen on account of duties, I have 
accordingly put a ftop tothe colleéting of duties 
and cuftoms, in all diftriéts of the provinces fub- 
ject to me, as well as to coining of money in all 
my mints; I have alfo had the wicket in Patna 
opened, as I before wrote, for your information. 
Now that you are pleafed to write complaints 
again{ft Mahomed Aly Bég, I have removed him 
from Dacca, and fent for him hither, fo you may 
chufe whom ycu wili amongit the Europeans to 


take 
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take the managementof Dacca. Alzhough Mahomed 
Aly Béz has neither plundered any one, nor placed 
guards upon the houfe of one individual, yet to 
put an end co all the blame you heap upon me, I 
have fent for him hither. 

But Ellis is he, that has made twice thefe dil- 
turbances, and not long fiance placed a guard upon 
my dwelling, I mean the fort of Mongheer, and 
at this very time has detached three companies of 
Seapoys, and two pieces of cannon, with intent of 
feizing my Officers, and has aéctually furrounced 
the fort of Taagepoor. I know not the _ eafon 
of thefe infults from the faid Ellis, nor will I put 
up with thefe his tumultuous proceedings, where- 
fore, I have wrote as much for your information. 


O 4. e —— Copy of a Letter from the Nabob zo 


the Governor. 


Dated 14 March 763. 


YT has been merely for the friendfhip and efteem 

I bear to you, that I have all along been ftead- 
faft in acknowledging your marks of favour, and 
for the friendfhip and regard you have fhewn to 
me. I have put up with every thing, until now 
that my patience is quite exhautted. 

Whatever is to be done, do you, Sir, do it 
yourfelf. Why fhould you have me Ileffened and 
degraded by your fervants, and people of no 
character ? One man may by all means be a friend 
to one man, but to be dependent upon ten people, 
is beyond the power of mortal man. 

From the beginning, I have in no wife been de- 
ficient in the performance of the regulations you 
made with me, but have exactly complied with 
my.agreement. 

I 2 At 


1x8 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


At this time, that you have been pleafed to 
write to me to keep open the wicket and entrench- 
ments in the city of Patna, and for trade to go 
on as ufual, I paid all due refpeét to your letter, and 
immediately complied with itscontents. I had fent for 
Mahomed Aly Bég from Dacca, and I was on my 
way from Patna towards Rajyemohul, and had 
reached Barr, when Mr. Ellis had fent three 
companies of Seapoys, with two guns, in order 
to furround my fortrefs of Taagepoor, -befides 
other companies towards Durbunga, Mow, Teegra, 
Sircar Sarum, Takary, and other diftriéts in dif- 
ferent parts of the province, by which my affairs 
have been fo much hurt, that an entire ftop is 
put to the collection of my revenues. 

I knew not in what light to confider all thefe 
difturbances, plunderings, and ravages; fo upon 
information of this news, I difparched Mahomed 
Ameen Cawn, one of my Jemmadars, towards 
‘Tagepoor, that he might enquire particularly into 
the affairs, and bring me intelligence of the caufe 
of fo much diforder. Hie had not reached the {pot 
ere the companies I have mentioned had taken 
hold of Acbur Aly Naib of Sheer Zaman, my 
Aumil at Laagepoor, and carried him away to 
Patna. My Jemmadar wrote me thefe parti- 
culars; in anfwer to which, I fent him orders to 
bring your Gomaftah refiding at the factory of 
T a:gepoor to me, that particulars might be en- 
quired of him, why my Aumil had been laid hold 
of and carried away. 

When Mahomed Ameen Cawn drew nigh to 
the factory, your Seapoys there, by order of the 
Gomattah, fired upon him, without challenging him. 
My Jemmadar having no other refource, ufed all 
the force that he had, feized your Gomaitah, and 
brought him to me. I examined into this affair 
in the beft manner, and then difmiffed your Go- 

matitah 
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maftah. I found from him that my Aumil was 
by no means in fault, but Ellis having fixed the 
blame of all thefe tumults and diforders upon my 
Aumils, under pretence of the falt-petre, merely 
from his own hatred to me, and impetuofity of 
temper, has created thefe difturbances, and per- 
feveres in them. 

You wrote me heretofore, that by keeping the 
wicket in the city of Patna fhut, a report would 
in all probability prevail amongit the people, that 
the Company and I were at variance. 

Ellis, for two years, has been making all thefe 
difturbances, in order to demean me and my af- 
fairs. Ought I not to be informed how I am to 
confider thefe proceedings, and what is the reafon 
of them? You are as a friend bound to free me 
from all thefe difputes, which I never can bear 
with. Moreover, fiance the faid Gentleman has 
committed violence on my Officers, fhould my Of- 
ficers for the fake of their character {ftand upon the 
defence, you are not to injure my reputation 5 
but, if you are inclined to allow Mer. E‘llis’s ac- 
tions, you had as good difpofe of my Country to 
him, that you and I may be freed from the vexa- 
tions of it, for I am convinced, that the Council 
will not determine this difpute. 

I have halted here at Barr two days, on account 
of this affair; to-morrow I fhall march towards 


Mongheer. 
O 4. f —Copy of Letter from the Nabob Zo the 


Governor. 
Dated r5 March 1763. 


HAVE been favoured wiih your letter, to- 
gether with copies of a Perwânah to Mahomed 


Aly, Bêg, and other papers. You write, that 
I 4 <: Mr. 





I 
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Mr. Senior paid the duties upon 4,000 Maunds 
‘ of falt at tbe Shahbunder, took a pafs, and dif- 
patched his íalt, but Syed Jelaul Bocary {topped 
“© it, and required a further duty upon it. T hat 
‘ at Rungpoor a duty is demanded upon all 
kinds of goods, upon which account the bufineís 
of the Englifh gentlemen and their Gomaftahs 
<e is entirely ftopped. ‘That at Shewgunge, be- 
longing to Dinagepoor, Reranaut, my Naib 
€ there, has colleéted money, under the pretence 
of a tax for the fupport of poor and indigent 
s< people; that Roy Mochunololl, Aumil of Bahar, 
‘< Gemands a duty upon opium. That, as your 
“<< Gomaftftahs about Rangamatty are diftreffed 
through a tcarcity of provifions, you have fent 
é fome Seapoys thither to bring Syed Jelaul Bo- 
€e: cary to you.” 

From the beginning to this prefent, I have 
looked upon myfelf obliged to you, and have 
affented to every thing you either fpoke, wrote, or 
negotiated with me, upon any affair whatever, 
having, for the fake of your good pleafure, put an 
entire {top to the collection of all kinds of duties 
and cuftoms upon merchandize, as well country, 
as imports ard exports from you, the reft of the 
Gentlemen, and all .other people, both great and 
{mall ; nay, though it was plainly to the detri- 
ment of my affairs, yet, to. avoid all difputes be- 
tween your Government and mine, I have fhut up 
all my mints, and I have likewife fent for Ma- 
homed Aly Bég from Dacca. Now, you will 
pleafe to confider, if you have fpoken or written 
to me, upon any other matter that I have not 
complied with. Notwithflanding all this that I 
have done to preferve your efleem, and although 
you hive exprefied the fincereft frienifhip and re- 
gard, yet, your fending Seapoys to feize my Of- 
ficers and bring them to you, will convince. all. 
mankind 
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mankind what folid foundation the friendfhip and 
love between us is built upon. 

‘Thefe kind of reports may be very much to your 
mind, but they are by no means agreeable to mine. 

I told you face to face, and have written again 
and again to you, that on account of the differences 
of difpofition betwixt me and the Englifh gentle- 
men, I looked upon myfcelf it.fufficient for this em- 
ployment; accordingly, it were better that in the 
fame manner as they gave it once to me, they now 
deliver it over to whomfoever they may chink 
proper. | 

It is very far from the character becoming you to 
write me letters b:eaching nothing but friendthip, 
and at the fame time to give ear to the unjuft re- 
ports of your own people, and take fteps towardsa 
rupture. 

If you are willing to fhew yourfelf a friend, im- 
mediately order back Syed Jelaul Bocâry to his own 
diíftrićt, and break not up the foundation of our 
friendfhip, in doing which, by the by, you are not 
backward, fince I think there is no great favour in 
your fending Seapoys againit my Officers, and in 
writing to me on fuch fubjects. If you are ftill 
refolved to detach your people, do not write to me, 
for I will not return you an anfwer upon fuch mat- 
ters. 


[Zz the Nabob’s own Hand. } 


Such tumults as the Englifh have fet on foort, 
were never known in any Government till the time 
of Meer Mahomed Jaffer Cawn: That they fhould 
fend Seapoys, and feize the Officers of the Govern- 
ment and carry them away, at the fame time the 
Nazim * was looking on without taking notice of 
ic. All my remifinefs has been owing entirely to 


the friendfhip between you and me. If the E.inglifh 


Nabob. 
Gomaf- 
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Gomafttahs will carry on their trade according, to 
cuftom practifed by other merchants, well and 
good; if not, I have no refource but to make ufe of 
the fame exprefflions, favouring of difagreemenr, 
that ye do.. My reputation and honour is dearer to 
me than life. If you are inclined to let friendfhip 
fubGift between us, it behoves you to lay afide thefe 
difturbances and altercations, 1n which there appears 
nothing but animofity; and if you are inclined to 
break with me, let me know it immediately, that 
I may have nothing further to do with thefe, for 1 
can confider no longer on them. 

The Nabob’s letters of the rith, r4th, and 15th 
of March, having been read in Counéil] the 24th, 
it was refolved that the following anfwer fhould be 
wrote by me, as Prefident. 





Copy of a Letter to the Nabob. 


O4-2 
Dated 24th March 1763. 
I Have received: your letters of the 1rth, 14th, 
and 15th inftant. With regard to the interrup- 
tions of our trade, and the difputes which have 
happened between the dependents of your Govern- 
ment and ours, our original orders were to apply to 
you and your Officers for redrefs on any occafion of 
complaint on our parts burt this was fo often done 
without effect, that finding, the interruptions and 
difturbances daily increafe, infomuch that our bufi- 
nefs was in moft parts put an entire ftop to, we 
had no remedy left to make ufe of, but that of force 
to free our bufinefs, and therefore, difagreeable as it 
was to us, we were obliged to give fuch orders to 
all the factories, Of which you have before been 
duly advifed. 
What Mr. Ellis has done in the Patna Province 


for clearing, the Company's bufinefs, was agreeable 
to 
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to the faid orders fent him by the Board; and I 
muft here particularly obferve, with refpeét to that 
gentleman’s not applying to you for redrefs on any 
occafion, that you have abfolutely put it out of his 
power, by declaring that you would not anfwer 
any of his letters, and having really left unanfwer- 
ed four which he actually wrote you. 

I do not find that you have yet given orders te 
any of your Officers to forbear from obftructing: our 
bufinefs, as they ftill continue to do it to the utmoft 
of their power, excepting in thofe places where our 
troops are actually ftationed for it’s protection. 
When you have given fuch orders as fhall put aff end 
to thofe obftructions, we, on our part, will not 
interfere with your Officers, or the affairs of your 
Government. 

I have wrote you before of our refolutions and 
demands, and I now again acquaint you, that we 
fhall infit upon a compliance with them in every 
point. Myfelf as well as the Council are heartily re- 
folved to fupport you in your Government and all 
its rights; but if you oppofe our people in the exe- 
cution of orders which we have authorized, and 
with which you have been acquainted, we fhall look 
upon fuch conduct as an open declaration of wars 
but to fhew you our earneft defire to prevent fuch 
an event, we continue in our refolution to fend to 
you Mr. Amyatt, (who will be accompanied by 
Mr. Hay) for the purpofes we have before wrote 
you, as foon as we fhall receive your anfwer to this 
letter. 

I muft in this letter take notice of two particu- 
Jar phrafes that you make ufe of, ‘t fervants, and 
<< men of low charaéter.’” Iam very unwilling to 
fuppofe you could by fuch unbecoming, expreffions 
mean the gentlemen of Council, but they with me 
infift upon an explanation, as we will by no means 
fuffer ourfelves to be treated with clifrefpect. 


5 P 4 
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P 4.—In the Prefident’s letter to the Board from 
Mlongheer, which contained the regulations made 
with the Nabob, he mentioned a retolution exprefi- 
ed by the Nabob to abolifh all duties whatever in 
his dominions, to avoid the daily difputes between 
our people and his Officers who collected them. This 
the Nabob now aéctually put in execution, and as foon 
as it was known, it became a frefh difpute at the 
Board, which was opened by a minute of Mr. John- 
{tone’s, in the confultation of the 22d of March. 
As all the arguments on this fubjeét are fully ftat- 
ed in the minutes entered upon it by the members 
of the Board, thofe minutes are entered at large. 
Upon the whole, it was refolved by a great majo- 
rity, that this exemption was a breach of the Com- 
pany’s privileges, and that the Nabob fhould be 
pofitively required to recal it, and collect duties as 
before from the country merchants, and all other 
perfons who had not the protection of the Com- 
pany’s duftuck. 


Mr. Johnftone’s A@nutre. 


Wo public advices having been yet received from 
the Chif and Council at Patna, and the inftruc- 
tions for Metirs. Amyatt and Hay being now ly- 
ing for confideration, Mr. Johnftone begs leave to 
deliver in copies of Sunnuds iffued at Patna, &c. 
by the Nabob, received in private letters, ordering 
an exemption to all merchants from duties of every 
kind on their trade for two years. As this proceed- 
ing appears deftrudctive to the Company’s royal pri- 
vileges and rights, Mr. Johnftone thinks it merits 
the confaderation of the Board to concert meafures 
to prevent this injurious attempt of the WNabob, 
which he conceives beyond his authority asa Su- 
bah, raifed and fupported by us, without any re- 
vocation of our grants bythe King himfelf,; and 

that 
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that we neither can nor ought to admit of it, 
confiftently with the truft repofed in us by the 
Company, while they have placed the means of 
fupporting their rights in our hands. 


Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 


Mr. Watts is of opinion, That the Nabob’s tak- 
ing, off duties on all gcods, muft be highly detri- 
mental to the Company’strade; that it is a ftep he, 
as Subah of Bengal, has no authority to do, with- 
our permiffion from the Mogul; and as the Mogul 
has always deemed the Englifh ina much fuperior 
light to the Nabob, he thinks it is incumbent on 
them to infift that the duties be collected from other 
merchants as formerly, otherwife our privileges 
granted to us by the Firmaund, &c. will be entirely 
overfet. 


Mir. Marriott’s Opznzion. 


Mr. Marriott thinks, “Chat the Nabob, in iffuing 
out the late Perwana to take off duties from all trade, 
has acted quite contrary to the Company’s intereft, 
and muft, if not put a ftop to, prevent our pro- 
curing the ufual inveftment, as the gocds in confe- 
quence will be dearer, the quantity fimaller, and the 
quality much inferior; that this order appears to 
have been done with a defign to prejudice the Eng- 
lifh affairs in this country as much as poffible, as 
the rights and privileges we hold over other Euro- 
pean nations, and the natives of this country, are 
now. become void, and what has coft the Com- 
pany fo great an expence of blood and treafure, is 
now rendered of no fignification ; that the making 
our Firmaund privilege of no effeét, which he has 
done by this order, is the fame as if he had entirely 
prevented us trading with a Company’s duftuck, 
and demanded duties as he has lately done: That 

we 
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we ought at all rates to infift on his recalling thefe 
orders; and fhould he refufe, look upon it as a 
downright declaration againft the Company’s inte- 
reft, and aét with him as an infringer of our rights. 


Mr. Eday’s Opznion. 


It appears to Mr. Hay, That the Nabob’s remit- 
ting, the duties on the whole trade of thefe provin- 
ces for two years, is done with no other defign than 
to prejudice the affairs of the Englifh, and render 
of as little ufe as poffible the privileges they enjoy 
by the grants they are pofiefied of; and that this 
{tep has been pointed out to him by the Armenians, 
or fome others whofe intereft it is that the Englifh 
fhould be loaded with that more than double cuf- 
tom of 9 per cent. in hopes that the Company with- 
in the fpace of two years, may, from an apprehen- 
fion of their own trade being hurt, order that this 
extravagant duty fhould be paid, or that the inland 
trade fhould not be carried on by their fervants. 

The Nabob will be no lofer by this meafure, for 
he will undoubtedly, at the end of the two years, 
make the merchants anfwerable to him for the du- 
ties on the goods in which they trade in the in- 
terim. 

This is the beginning of a game, that will, no 
doubt, if a ftop is not put to it, be continually 
played to the difadvantage of the Englifh compa- 
ny. Mr. Hay is therefore of opinion, that it 
fhould be made known to the Nabob, that we look 
on this meafure as defigned to prejudice the Com- 
pany’s affairs, and that we will not quietly fee him 
proceed in meafures that can anfwer no other pur- 
pofe than the overfetting our privieges. 


LVir. 
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Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 


I entirely agree with Mr. Hay’s opinion. I have 
héard it urged, that the Nabob is matter in his 
territories, and may therefore remit-to his fubjeéts 
any advantage accruing to his revenues from duties 
collected in the country. Tome it appears quite 
othérwife 3; mor can I conceive that the INabob, 
whom we have raifed to the Subafhip, and have 
hitherto fupported in it by force of arms, in opnofi-~ 
tion ta the King, can ever have thereby acquired a 
right to undermine, and entirely ruin the rights and 
advantages the Company at an immenfe expence ob- 
tained by grants from the Sovereign of the kipg- 
dom, or by treaties with the foregoing Subah, all 
which this man has bound himfelf to maintain and 
confirm to us in the fulleft extent. Hlad fuch an 
attempt been made by Jafhher Aly Cawn, or Sera- 
jah Dowla, to render of no ufe and effect the fin- 
gular advantage our nation enjoyed, by. the privi- 
lege of carrying on their trade under the duftuck,s 
furely every one muft have confidered fuch proceed- 
ings as the plaineft declaration of their enmity, ill 
wil}, and fixed refolution to ruin our trade, fuperio- 
rity, and influence through the country, by redu- 
cing us on a footing with all other European or 
foreign traders, and even with the Bengal inhabi- 
tants. I imagine that no power we have been 
pleafed to inveft this Nabob with, can ever autho- 
rize him to take {fuch a {tep to the prejudice of the 
Company, or juftify us to our employers to permit 
it to take place. Nothing lefs than an order from the 
King at Delly could claim our regard in this pajort ; 
and even that I believe the Company would expeét 
we fhould not comply with, till we had ufed every 
method in our power for the prefervation of their 
rights and immunities. The Nabob, after repeated 

attempts 


128 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


attempts to burthen us with the exorbitant duty of 
9 per cent. On articles Of Exports, as well as inland 
trade, on finding, the Board refolwed to oppofe it, 
and fupport the duftuck in its full extent, has now 
recourte to an exemption from all duties to other 
merchants, to invalidate our proceedings in oppo- 
fition to the late regulations ; but he may with 
as great propriety, in regard to us, infilt on the one 
as the other; and our time and arguments will feem 
to have been employed to very Iittie purpofe, in- 
deed, if we allow him to elude them, and bafHe us 
by fuch a proceeding. Nor can I imagine the ne- 
ceffity of Mefirs. Amyatt and Fiayv now proceeding 
to explain our refolutions, and the extent of our 
privileges, while they are thus rendered of no ef- 
fect : Till that demand therefore be revoked by a 
previous application of the Board, any, deputation 
to him would appear to me rather hurtful than be- 
neficial. 
Mir. Carticr’s Opinicz. 


Mr. Cartier efteems the copy of a Sunnud from 
Coffim Aly Cawn to the Naib of Patna, directing 
him to lay open the trade cf the country to the na- 
tives, &cc. for the fpace of two years, free of all duties 
and taxes, purpofely donetorender void and counter- 
aét thofe regulations we have been deliberating upon 
for thefe laft two months, for the better eftablifh- 
ment of our particular privileges, and to fet proper 
boundaries to our own as well as the Nabob’s pow- 
er. That this grant will very materially affeét the 
Honourable Compapny’s inveftment in every branch, 
not only in point of price, but the amount of their 
order, that the former will be greatly inhanced, as 
the Jacter proportionably decreafed, from the fwarm 
of purchafers this indulgence muft neceffarily pro- 
duce ; and that the Honourable Com pany’s particu- 
lar privileges and grants, derived to them from the 

authority 
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authority of che great Mogul, will be rendered in- 
valid, and of no contequence by this ftep. Thar 
we are {ftrongly interefted from every motive o 

good and wife policy, to prevent the fame from 
taking effect, more particularly as it’s taking place 
would over-fet our influence, and ruin that diitin- 
guifhing mark of favour received from the Court of 
Delly, that if it be allowed a right inherent in the 
INabob to do as he pleafes with the revenues of his 
country, and to fhew all manner of indulgence te 
his fubjecéts, ic will as naturally follow, that ic be- 
comes necefflary in us, to prevent any innovation in 
his Government, that muft evidently be attended 
with bad confequences to the Filonourable Compa- 
ny’s affairs; he is therefore of opinion, that all pof 
fible endeavours fhould be tried to prevent this Sun- 
nud from taking effeét, and that the methods ne- 
ceflary to be applied to anfwer this purpofe merits 
the confideration of the Board. 


ifr. Billers’s Opinion. 


= Mr. Billers agrees entirely in opinion with Mer- 
tVlarriot. 
ir. Batfon’s Ofizioz. 

T he Nabob’s giving up the duties on all trade in 
the country, is evidently defigned to undermine and 
deftroy the privileges which the Englifh enjoy by 
the King’s Firmaund, and Mr. Bation thinks thae 
he has been encouraged in this and feveral other 
Achemes prejudicial to the Englilb, by a faction of 
Armenians, and others, from private and corrupt 
views 3; and that therefore we fiould take the moft 
effectual methods to prevent this fcheme from tak- 
ing place. What has been urged by fome gentle- 


men, that the Nabob has a right to do what be 
pleales in his own country, weu d bertor become his 
Vackeels than membeis of this Bouard- 

Vot: I- IS Wira 
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Mr. Batfon thinks we fhould oppofe t> the ut- 
moft all his attempts againft the Englifh interefts. 


Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion. 


Mr. Amyatt coincides in opinion with Mefirs. 
Marriot and Hay. 


The Prefident’s and Mr. "iaftings’s Opinion. 


= In our letter to the Board of the 15th of Decem- 
ber from Mongheer, it is noticed, that the Nabob 
had declared his refolution to take off all cuftoms, 
and lay trade entirely open, in cafe the difputes be- 
tween us concerning the cuftoms on the private in~- 
land trade, could not be amicably fettled, and we 
iniit on carrying it on, free of duties. “T'he rea- 
fons he gave for this refolution are thefe mentioned, 
viz. ** That if we thought our privileges extended 
<< fo far, and would carry on our trade in all ar- 
<< ticles, free of cuftom, of courfe the country 
<< merchants could have but little fhare, and the 
<< duties proceeding, therefrom would be fo inconfi- 
“© derable, that he thought it would be more for 
<< the advantage of his revenues to encourage the 
<< merchants in general, by an entire abolition of 
“<< all cuftoms, which would remove at once the 
ec principal caufe of the difputes between him and 
<< us.’ We added in the fame letter, that we had 
diffuaded the Nabob from this meafu:e, Hieft it 
fhould prejudice the Company’s bufinefs, by en- 
hancing the-number of purchafers, and rendering 
the duftucks ufelefs, ana mentioned this as an argu- 
ment why we ought to confent to pay cuftoms in 
our private inland trade, not to rifque hurting the 
Company’s interefts for our own particular ad- 

vantage. 
It has, however, been determined by the majo- 
ri:y of the Board, that we fhall trade in all articles, 
cuftom 
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cuftom free, as well from place to place in the coun- 
try, in commodities produced in the country, as in 
foreign imports and commodities for exportation, 
which refolution being declared to the Nabob, hes 
on his parr, had determined to take off cuftoms in 
genera], and lay trade entirely open. 

We cannot think him to blame in this proceed- 
ing, nor do we fee how he could do otherwife: For 
although it may be for our intereit to determine that 
we will have all the trade in our hands, that 
we will employ our own people to make falr, take 
every article of the produce of the country off the 
ground at the firt hand, and afterwards: fend it 
where we pleafe, free of cuftoms; we fay, though 
it may be for cur intereft to make this unlimited 
ufe of our force, yet it is not expeéted the Nabob 
will join with us in endeavouring to deptfive every 
merchant of the country of the means of carrying 
on their bufinefs, which muft undoubrtediy foon be 
the cafe, if they are obliged to pay heavy dufiess 
and we trade in every article on the footing before 
mentioned. Neither in our opinion could the Na- 
bob in fuch circumftances collect enough to pay the 
expence of the chockeys, colleétors, @&c. fo that 
trade would be liable to clogs and interruptions 
without any benefit to the Government. 

As to the Nabob’s right to lay trade opens it ís 
our opinion that the Nazim cf every province has 
a right to do any thing for the relief of the mer- 
chants trading; under his prorection, without wait 
ing any order from the Court. Befides, there is at 
this time no Courr, nor King, nor has been fo# 
fome years; and therefore the Nazims mutt of ne- 
ceflity thanage their feveral Governments as they 
fhall judge beft for the general good. | 

And it either the Nabob, Serajah Dowla, Jaf- 
fier Aly Cawn, or Coffim Aly Cawn, have a 
right to give up to us thofe duties which their 

K 2 pre- 
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predeceffiors received, or permit us to trade in ar- 
ticles we were before excluded from, of courfe they 
have a right alfo to make regulations in favour of 
trade in general. 

We therefore think that all we have to do on this 
occafion is, to take fuch precautions as may pre- 
vent this order from prejudicingg the Company’s in- 
vettments, by feeing, that the weavers employed in 
that fervice are not engaged or taken away by other 
merchants, which is a right we have always exercif- 
ed, and this being done, we hope the prefent regu- 
lation, inftead of being a prejudice to the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, may be an advantage to it, as wellas 
to the country in general, by rendering the necet- 
faries of life cheaper, and particularly thofe of the 
poorer fort, as rice, falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, &c. 


Opinions of the Majority. 
It being the opinion of the Board, That the re- 


voking of the above mentioned Sunnuds be a point 
infifted upon from the Nabob. 


Refolution in Confeguence. 


Agreed, That an additional paragraph be added 
accordingly to the inftructions given Mcfirs. Amyatt 
and Flay. 


Q 4.—Lxtracd of Confuliation of the 28th of March 
r706 3. 


Meffrs. Johnitone aud Fhay’s Minute. 
Mefiis. Johnftone and Hay propofe, That it 


fhould be made an article in the inftructions to 
Mers. Amyatt and Fiay, to enquire of the Nabob 
what his meaning is, when he fays that Mr. Van- 
fitcart’s Own particular Gomaftah fhall be excufed 

the 
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the duty laid on the trade of the Company from one 
part of the country to the other, in cafe they pro- 
duce Mr. Vanfittart’s public or private duftuck ; 
for as this affair now ftands reprefented, it will ap- 
pear, that a private agreement has been entered in- 
to between Mr. Vanfittart and the Nabob, to put 
all that trade into Mr. Vanfittart’s hands, which the 
reft of the Englifh were deprived of by the treaty 
laid before the Board, and as the order of the Na- 
bob to Mahomed Aly appeared before the Board’s 
difapprobation was known to the Nabob, confe- 
quently the Company will expect to have it enquir- 
ed into. 


Q_4. a — The Prefident’?s Minute. 


‘The Prefident defires it may be minuted, That 
he is the firft to defire fuch an enquiry may be 
made, and in the mean time, that he can refer to 
the papers he delivered into Council the 1{t of Fe- 
bruary laft, to prove that he was the frit to give 
orders to his Agents to pay the duties agreed on, 
and to that very letter of the Nabob’s to Mahomed 
Aly, read in confultation the 2d of March, (from 
which thofe gentlemen have taken their obferva- 
tion) to prove that his bufinefs was ftopped as foon 
as others, after the regulations, not only in his pri- 
vate inland trade, on which he agreed to pay nine 
per cent. duties, but alfo in the cloth trade, provid- 
ed for him by a duftuck, and it is in direct refe- 
rence to this laft circumftance, that the Nabob 
fays, <<% If the faid Gomaftah has the Company’s 
<< or the Governor’s own duftuck, you are not to 
<< impede him.” Asa further proof that the Pre- 
fadent never defired any fuch order from the Nabob, 
he lays before the Board the following extract of a 
letter, which he wrote to the Nabob on the fubject 
the 6th of March. 

K 3 Your 
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s: Your Excellency’s Perwana, which was fent 
to Mahomed Aly Bég, I received a copy of, be- 
ing delivered to me by the Chief of Dacca. In 
it there are many injunctions for his infifting 


“upon duties agreeable to the paper of regula- 


tions, and likewife that notwithftanding in the 
paper of regulations, there is no mention of 
public and private, yet becaufe I am your truf- 
ty friend, he is not to interrupt the Goma- 
{tahs of my private trade, who may have either 
my own, or the Company’s duftuck along 
with them. My name is not once mentioned 
in the written fecurity or in the paper of regu- 
lations ; that is to fay, the letter which I ad- 
dreffed to you in anfwer to your Excellency’s 
Perwana, in order to put an end to the di- 
fturbances between your Officers and the Eng- 
lifh Gomaftahs. Since by the villany of Ma- 
homed Aly Bég, Syed Jelaul Bocary, and other 
Officers of your Governmenr, greater difturb- 
ances than the former have come to pafs, the 
regulations I addreffed you can never be al- 
Towed to take place, and this I reprefented to 
you in a former addrefs. 
< ‘You are pleafed to give an order not to inter- 
rupt my private trade, which may have either 
my own or the Company’s duituck along with 
it. All the validity that my duftucks have is 
on account of the Company, and they have 
been current as well for the bufinefs of the other 
gentlemen as for my own, from time out of 
mind. My addrefs to you was to this pur- 
pofe, that you would by no means impede the 
trade of the Englifh, not for my own pri- 
vate trade, fince that my own traffick and the 
other gentlemens, is upon the fame footing. By 
particularigzing me with {uch favours in your 
eS Je (ter, 
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s< letter, you give people an opportunity of hurt- 
‘© ing my reputation.** 

That as this is not the firftinftance of Mefirs. Jobn- 
ftone. and Hlay’s endeavouring to fcandalize his 
character, there is no room for his being furpriz- 


ed at it. 


R 4.—On the 30th of March, the Prefident re- 
ceived two letters from the Nabob, complaining 
ef the injuries done him by the Board, and the in- 
fults to which he was daily expofed, in very warm 
and expreffive terms; and the next day a retter 
arrived from the gentlemen at Patna, giving an 
account of a ífkirmifh between fifty of our Seapoys 
and fome of the Nabob’s people near Gyah. Thelle 
letters were as follows. 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to rhe Go- 


UCKUOF 
Dated 22d of March 1763. 


OUR agreeable letter in anfwer to what I 
wrote you is arrived, and I underftand the 
contents, viz. ‘* You laid my two letters before 
<< the reft of the Council, from perufal of which 
<< ic appeared to you and the whole Board, that 
«< notwithftanding all the injury Mahomed Aly 
<< Béo and others had been the caufe of, yet J] am 
‘<< unwilling to examine into it, and concern myfelf 
e< in the clearing it ups wherefore you write me the 
“<< particulars of your refolves, as follows. 

< You carefully perufed the Royal Firmaund, 
< &c. from which you underftand that the Eng- 
ce lifh are to trade with the Company’s duftuck, 
< duty frec, every where in ports, and alfo in in- 
<< Jand places, by land, and by water, throughout 
øe the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixas 
K 4. ** che 
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the approved and fteady refolution of the whole 
Board, upon which it is to act, agreeable to the 
Firmaupbd of your Sdnnuds. 

s Buc in examining this matter you ob- 
ferved, that upon fome certain articles it was 
cuftomary in fome certain places to give a cer- 
tain confideration ; upon tobacco in two places, 
namely, Dacca, and LTLuckypoor; neither you 
nor the reft of the Council are defirous of an- 
nulling an eftablifhed rules; and upon falt you 
will lec me have 22 per cent. 

Should my Officers injure the Englifh 
Gomafttahs, the Englifh Gomaftahs are to 
reprefent their grievances to the Chief of a 
factory, which he is to determine without fa- 
vour or affection. 
<< All loffes that have arifen to the Gentlemen, 
through the oppreffions of my Officers, upon 
proof you lay me under the neceffity of making 
good to you. But until my Officers receive Oor- 
ders-that the agreement between you and me is 
not to take effect, they will not refrain from in- 
juitice; I muft therefore return you the letter 
of agreement betwixt you and me, and write to 
all my Officers that I have returned irt.” 

Before this, I fent for Mahomed Aly Bég, in 
into particulars. All whatever 


you may have paid him by way of cuftom, either 
In money or merchandize, and can fend me his 
own fealed receipts for, I will make him repay in 


money ta 
him. 

You and the reft of the Board, in conformity to 
the Firmaund, Hufbulhookums and Sunnuds, are 
willing to give me fomerhing upon tobacco in two 
places, namely Dacca, and Luckypoor, and let me 
have 24 per cent. upon falt. Why fhould you take 
upon yourtelf fo great a hardfhip? As I never got 

any 


the amount, and will feverely punifh 
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any thing by collecting duties, and they are a caufe 
of endlefs difputes between us, I have entirely put 
a ftop to collecting cuftoms. 

am not ignorant of the nature of your Fir- 
maunds and Hufbulhookums, I have been twenty 
er thirty years in Bengal, and am perfectly ac- 
guainted with every article in them. 

But not to go fo far back. In the time of the 
WNabob Jaffer Cawn, when notwithitanding I ftood 
your friend, it was a difficulty to get ten or twenty. 
timbers from Chittagong for building your houfes, 
then what was become of your Firmaunds and 
H ufbulhookums? And at this prefent, that I am 
INabob where are they come from? 

You are refolved, that the determination of all 
difputes with my Officers fhall reft in the power of 
the Chiefs of your faétories. The juftice of the 
Chiefs of your factories, is this; they abufe and 
beat my Officers, and carry them away bound. 

With refpeét to your writing me, to make good 
in money the loffes the Gentlemen have fuftained = 
In the provinces of my Government, half is land- 
rents, and half is in cuftoms. You have taken 
half the country, and by your favour, I have not 
reaped fo much asa fingle farthing on account of 
the cuftoms, and the half of the land-rents which 
remains, goes to the payment of my Seapoys. 
Any other perfon, therefore, that you can pitch 
upon, you will agree with for the making good 
your lofies. 

You demanded a Perwana to all my Officers. 
A copy both of a Perwdana, and a Sunnud for ex- 
emption of duties, which I wrote to every one of 
my Officers, is fent inclofed to you. If any of my 
Officers fhall act contrary to my order therein fig- 
nified, he fhal] be punifhed. 

You write me to fend you back the agreement 
made between us. The only agreement you made 

with 
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with me, is a letter you wrote to me, which I fend 
back, agreeable to your directions. 

If the fotmer treaty on which I depended, is of 
no ufe to me, and I have not pafied a fingle mo- 
ment free from troubie and difpute, will a frefh 
treaty be of ufe to me? If you write to me for the 
former treaty it fhall alfo be fent to you. 


R. 4. a.——Copfy of a Letter from the Wabob fo 


the Governor. 


Dated 15 March 1763. 


OUR favour, dated 15th of Shabaun, is ar- 

rived, and I am happy with the news of 
your welfare. The copy of Rajah Nobit Roy’s 
letter which was inclofed, I have alfo received and 
read. You write me that, ‘* It is plain from 
<< Rajah Nobit Roy’s letter, that I demand duties 
<< upon opium 5; that your right to trade in this, 
<< is founded upon the royal Firmaund, Fiufbul- 
t hookums, and former Sunnuds, which with all 
<< other rights and privileges, the Englifh are re- 
<< folved ftedfaftly to maintain, nor fuffer any in- 
<< fringement , that you will fend me copies of the 
<¢ Firmaund and Sunnuds, by Mr. Amyatt. That 
<< I muft write to all my Officers, and Fougedars, 
<< that trade may be carried on as ufuals; alfo in 
e cafe of my delaying to do fo, a rupture would 
<< happen between me and the Englifh.” 

The affair of duties is as follows: on account 
of the oppreffion of the Englifh Gomafttahs, there 
has not as much as a fingle farthing, been collected 
by way of duties. Nay, fo far from it, you have 
combined with fome of my people, and taken pe- 
malties from others. And many merchants, who 
ought to pay cuftoms, have carried their good 
9 duty- 
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daty-free through your protection. Upon this 
account I have entirely given up the collection of 
duties, and removed all chockeys wherefoever 
eftablifhed. For why fhould I fubjeét my character 
to be reproached without caufe, on account of 
duties? If any one of my people fhall infift upon 
duties, I will feverely punifh him. 

As to what you write of your grounding your 
rights upon the Firmaund and former Sunnuds. 
I have been twenty or thirty years in this Country 
and am perfectly well acquainted with the nature 
thereof But you ought to remember that your 
Gomaftahs, until the time of Meer Mahomed 
Jafer Cawn, traded only in fome certain articles. 
Nay, although I ftood your friend, you were un- 
able to provide ten or twenty timbers from Chit- 
tagong, for building ; but now in my adminiftra- 
tion, your Gomatftahs make fo many difturbances, 
and are guilty of fo great injuries, that I cannot 
enumerate them. Judge therefore, from thefe cir- 
cumftances, who is the oppreffor, and who the 
opprefied. 

You write,,that in cafe of my delaying to fend 
orders to my Officers, a rupture muft happen be- 
tween us. It was needliefs for you to write this to 
me, fance before your letter, Mr. Ellis never ler 
flip any opportunity of bringing about a rupture, 
and fhewing his iil-will to me, and brought the 
affairs to this length. Wor has he ever omitted any 
occafion of perplexing my affairs, and difgracing 
my Officers. Why necd I continue to repeat thefe 
things to you? 

It is the cuftom of Europeans to change 
their Chief every three years. As three years of 
my being Nazim are almoft expired, and you 
have never had -any pretence on account of my 
backwardnefs, therefore with a view to effect a 
change and turn me out, you have been raifing all 

thefe 
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thefe difputes and alterations, and have written to 
your Gomaftahs to commit difturbances and ra- 
vages in my Country, and have fent troops to beat, 
bind, and confine, and carry off my Officers, 
expecting that I would accordingly make fome ftir, 
and you might be furnifhed with a pretence again{it 
me. 


S 4.—Copy of a Letter from the Chief and 
Clouncil aft Patna zo the Board. 


Dated 23 March 1763. 


E have now to acquaint you with an affair, 

which will further explain the intentions 
of the Nabob, and fhew that they are not merely 
confined to the collection of duties on our trade. 

A. Subadar, about the beginning of this month, 
had permiffion to go and worfhip at Gyah, and 
was furnifhed with a duftuck from the Chief, ano- 
ther from WNobit Roy,. and a letter from the 
latter to the Fougedar of that place, to prevent his 
meeting with any iufults; but notwithftanding 
thefe precautions, he was made a prifoner. The 
Chief, upon being informed of it, {fent fifty Sea- 

oys to releafe him, and fceize the offender, which 
they effected, but were the next day furrounded in 
a houfe by about 4,000 of the WNabob’s troops 
from Tekarry. The Subadar afked their intentions, 
and told them he had no orders to moleft any 
perfon. ‘The commander replied, it was the Na- 
bob’s orders to cut every Englifh Seapoy to pieces, 
wherever they were found; the Subadar told him, 
he would not fubmit fo tamely. After much al- 
tercation, the Nabob’s officers agreed to let them 
go away, provided they would deliver up their 
arms and cloaths ; but they being abfolutely re- 
fufed 
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F¥uted by the Subadar, the Nabob’s people began 
to fire on them, and throw combutftibles into the 
houfe, by which a Fiavildar was killed, and a 
few Seapoys wounded. Our people then, and not 
before, returned their fire and defended themfelves 
till evening, when they marched out of the houfe, 
bringing their wounded with them, and arrived 
here this morning, without any further lofs. 

The people who were the original inftruments 
of this mifchief, by feizing the Subadar, efcaped 
during the fray, and in the prefent fituation of 
affairs, we cannot fpare a force fufficient to chaftize. 
their infolence ; but we doubt not you will refent 
at in fuch a manner as fhall deter the Nabob and 
his officers from acting fo in future. 

The city is ftill in the fame uproar and confu- 
fion, and all bufinefs, but that of war, at a ftand. 


T 4.————Extracé of Confultationz of the tft of 
April 1763. 


Adr. Weatts’s Opznzon. 


The WNabob’s letters appear to me to contaia 
little elfe than evafions and infolences. Hiis con- 
duét for many months patft, has been fuch, that 
there is little room left to doubt his intentions, 
which are to diftrefs the Englih, and to depreciate 
their character, power, and intereft in thefe Prae- 
vinces, and I am forry to fay, he has almoft ac- 
complifhed them. It 1s natural to conclude, that 
a man raifed to the Subafhip, and fupported by 
them to the utmoft, contrary to the inclinations of 
the King, and great men of the Country, would 
have fome regard for their interet, if not fome 
friendthip for the Englifh ; but his conduct proves 
the contrary, and the ftep he has purfued in raking 

off 
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of all duties, is, and will be the greateft detti- 
ment to the Company, and the Englifh. His re- 
fufing to fee Mr. Amyatt, I deem an infult.  Ftis 
Ietter bids us defiance; the preparation he is 
making every where, and the readinefs he fhews to 
quarrel with us, have produced an entire ftoppage 
to trade. 

Mr. Watts is therefore of opinion, that a letter 
be wrote to the Nabob, infifting on his recalling 
the orders for not levying the duties, and that the 
trade of the Country be carried on as formerly 3; 
that if he will comply with this, Mefirs. Amyatt and 
Eday fhould proceed to him to fettle any other points 
but if on the contrary, That we do ourfelves juf- 
tice, and take that fatisfaction by force, for the 
many infults he has put upon us, which he refufed 
to give, and that orders be given to the army ta 
hold in readinefs to march. 


Lr. Marriotts Opinion. 


Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that the Nabob’s 
letters are wrote in avery improper and indecent 
ftile, and that he fhews throughout great diftruft 
and diffidence inus; that notwithftanding, he thinks, 
from the Nabob’s actions, and letters, particularly 
thefe laft, we fhould be fully juftiied in coming: 
to an open war with him, yet a revolution is of 
{fuch a nature, and muft be attended with fuch bad 
confequences to our character and reputation, if 
mot to our intereft, that it is the laft thing to be 
wifhed for; he therefore thinks a letter fhould be 
wrote to the Nabob, informing him that there are 
a number of articles to be communicated to him 
by Mefirs. Amyatt and flay, befides that of dutiesy 
for the welfare and intereft of the Company and 
his own Government. “Ehat if he has rhe thoughts 
of either at heart, be fhould affent to Mefirs. 

AaMy ase 
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Amyatt and Hay’s coming upon this occafion. 
That our troops have never acted but when his 
Officers had direétly topped our bufinefs. Thart 
we once more allure him of our willingnefs to pro- 
rect him on all occafions in his juft rights, and that 
we never had an intention of fetting upa competitor 
again{t him, that without he will aliow us to re- 
move his fufpicions and jealoufies, by an inter- 
view cof two members of the Board, it will be im- 
poffible for us to act otherwife, than again{ft a de- 
clared enemy, which we fhall then ur willingly be 
obliged to, for the prefervation of our rights and 
privileges. 

That in the meantime Mefirs. Amya t and Hay 
might be requefted to procced up as far as Coffim- 
buzar, and there wait till we received the INabob’s 
anfwer; if that anfwer fhould not dere an im- 
mediate interview with Mers. Amyatt and Hay, 
or be the leaft evafive, that the army fhould march 
up and act again{ft him as an enemy. 


Mdr. FEday’s Opinion. 


The Nabob’s conduct for near a twelve month 
paft, and particularly the method of redrefiling our 
grievances when applied to for that purpofe, and 
his letters throughout, which point out the fitua- 
tion in which he thinks we ought to be kept, and 
his notions of the privileges which we enjoy by 
orant and treaty, fully declare his refolution to 
give us no fatisfaction for the loffes we have fut- 
tained by the unjuft conduct of his Officers, or to 
treat with us about thefe affairs, or receive the de- 
putation propofed by us, to be fent him for the 
adjuf@tment of them. “Thefe together convince me, 
was the confcquence of a rupture with the Nabob 
ever fo doubtful, that it would be our intereft, 
and the beft meafure that could be purfued, im- 
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mediately to march againft him, before he could 
do the Country much harm, or be prepared to 
perpetrate our ruin, which, no doubt, he would, 
were it in his power, and I imagine by his late 
conduct, he thinks it is. By comparing the con- 
dition of his army and ours, I think it can hardly 
be doubted but a war between us muft end in his 
immediate ruin ; although he fhould employ his 
whole art for fome months to ftrenethen himfelf. 

It is reafonable to think, that any other perfon 
in the Nabob’s fituation would be jealous of us, 
as ~—we continue to hold the pofieffions we have in 
the Country, and that nothing but our having a 
fuficient force or reputation in the Country can 
keep them to us. Thefe have, in my opinion, 
both been greatly leffened by a very bad policy in 
making the Nabob too great, for as his power in- 
creafes, fo in comparifon ours does diminifh. 
But, our reputation has fuffered much more than 
our power by the means 3 for, by giving up to 
the Nabob thofe that we had promifed to proreét, 
and feeing him, without ever making a remon- 
ftrance, ruining almoft every perfon in the Country 
that had-ever any connection with the Engliths 
and making them promife never to have any, 
under fevere penalties; we have entirely loft that 
reputation which we had, of being perfons of ho- 
nour, whofe words and promifes might, in all 
cafes, be depended on, and which received fuch 
great and irreparable hurt by the laft revolution. 
‘This kind of reputation, which we have fo much 
fuffered in, is not only very defirable, but highly 
ufeful ; burt that kind of reputation which we had 
of being, matters of the Country when we pleafed, 
would be equally, if not more ufeful to us, in 
keeping, us in poffeffion of our lands and rights, 
and preventing us from numberlefs broils, which 
a contrary opinion will bring on us, and this has 

equally 
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equally been hurt by our policy; for the people 
in the Country can never think that our conduét 
proceeded from any other caufe, than an inability 
to help ourtfelves, or act otherwife. 

Having, confidered this, and that it may be of 
fervice to our reputation, and in fome meafure 
recover us from the imputation of being unfaithful 
to our engagements, to endeavour all in our power 
(even by delay, which might be of the moft faral 
confequence, was it not for the fuperiority that we 
have at prefent) to bring about an adjuftmente 
of affairs with the Nabob, on fuch terms as have 
been propofed before, which I hope will fuficiently 
prevent it’s being thought in the country that we 
are altogether dependent on the Nabob. I there- 
fore agree with Mr. Marriot in what he propofes 
to effect it. 


Myr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 


There is fcarce a man in the province that ever 
had any attachment to the Englifh, or any con- 
nection or dependence on them, but has been 
marked out On that account, and facrificed by the 
Nabob, through his jealoufy and hatred to us, in 
fo much, that it cannot be faid we have now left 
one friend in the country, nor any to give us the 
lea(t intelligence of what paffes, relative to us, in 
thefe times of trouble; all we learn is through our 
Chief and Council at Patna. 

‘The proceedings of the Nabob in turning off 
our troops, the ftoppage and impediments thrown 
in the way of our trade fince July laft, without the 
removal or punifhment of any of the authors of 
thefe loffes and difturbances; the infolent orders 
he every where iffued, to turn every Englifhmen 
out of the country that refufed obedience to the 
late regulations ; the violences and oppreffions to 

VoL. JI. L. which 
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which his Officers proceeded in confequence, if 
which he both juftifies and fupports them by force 
of arms; the order he has iffued for collecting 
9 per cent. duty on opium, and on goods pur- 
chafed, that are produced in the country, without 
any diftinétion, whether for exports or inland 
trade ; the contemptible light in which he confiders 
the Company’s rights in virtue of their royal 
grants, and the late treaties, and the intentions he 
has fhewn of reducing; and confining: our trade to 
as narrow limits, and under as great difficulties, 
as thofe we laboured under before the revolution 5; 
and the open attempt he has now made to injure 
the Company’s trade, by undermining their privi- 
leges, and rendering them of no effeét, in pre- 
furmming, cf his unwarranted authority, to take 
off all duties ; the attack he ordered to be made 
on our factory and Seapoys near Taagepoor, and 
his juftifying the fame, and declaring his refolution 
of oppofing force by force on the lke occafions 5 
and the public threats he has made ufe of before 
the Gomaftah, of extirpating the Englifh, if ever 
they prefumed to act againft his Au™mils in future, 
though he had been previoufly informed from the 
Board, that our Chiefs wou'd act by their au- 
thority, in freeing our trade where ftopped, or in 
repelling any infults or abufes of his Officers; the 
ftopping and imprifoning our Subadar, though 
furnifhed with the Company’s duftuck, and at- 
tacking and killing our people fent to relieve him, 
which agrees perfcctly with his own declaration in 
his letter, that he confiders things already brought 
to a rupture ; the Nabob’s difinclination of en- 
tering into any new treaty, to adjuft thefe difputres ; 
the flight and difdain he fhows for thar treaty, by 
which he holds his Subahfhip ; his exprefs decla- 
ration to Mr. Amyatt, that Ke had better keep 
away, than come to talk upo. bufinefs ; the pre- 
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parations that we are informed from Patna, Moor- 
fhedabad, and Dacca, he is every where making 
for war, without having given us fatisfaétion, or 
any reafons to hope that he will give us fatisfac- 
tion, on any of the points we have laid down and 
infifted on: AWH thefe circumftances, with the file 
and purport of his fx laft letters, which bid us de= 
fiance in the moft infolent and ungrateful manner, 
make me entirely of opinion, that the Nabob 
looks upon us as his enemies, and waits his oppor ` 
tunity of ruining us, that from his averfion to any 
advances to fettle thefe quarrels, or credit any 
affurances we have given him of our peaceable in- 
tentions, the mutual cenfidence that ought to 
fubfiftt between us (Cand without which we muft 
ever be in a ftate of war, though it be not publicly 
declared) is now loft, without any well-grounded 
hope of its being reftored, which does, and muft 
tend to the ruin of all commerce 5 and therefore I 
can neither think it fafe nor honourable, or that, 
in the INabob’s prefent difpofition towards us, it 
can produce any good effect, that Mefirs. Amyatt 
and fiay fhould proceed on the deputation, and 
till the Nabob by his behaviour fhews as great 
defire and willingnefs to prevent things coming to 
extremes, by condefcenfions very different from 
any he has made, our own honour, and the intereft 
and fecurity of our Honourable matters affairs, 
would dictate to us to adopt and purfue more vi- 
gorous meafures, and order the army to be held 
in readinef{s to march. 


MIr. EXaftings’s Opinion. 


Though I do not approve of the regulations 
which have been refolved upon by the majority of 
the Board, yet fiance they are to take place, and 
the difputes with the Nabob upon the fubjects which 
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ave occaGion to them, have been carried on to 
o great a height, E think it neceffary that they 
fhould be delivered and explained to him by a 
deputation from the Board, and that Mefirs. Amy- 
att and Hay fhould therefore proceed as before di- 
rected on that commiiffion. 

The Nabob has éxpreffied a defire to fee Mr. 
Amyatt, and makes no other objection to a confe- 
rence with him on the affairs which have been late- 
ly debat-d at the Board, than his defire to avoid 
every fubjeét of contention, having with that in- 
tent confented to fuch of the articles as he has been 
made acquainted with. But if he has exceeded the 
intention of the Board, or not fufficiently anfwered 
their expectations, it is the more neceffary that fome 
gentlemen be deputed to confer with him in per- 
fon upon them; it being a known truth, that more 
may be effected by a perfonal negotiation in one 
day, than in a month by letters. 

As to the other part of the queftion, which 1} 
fhall take the liberty to underftand in the terms in 
which it was firt propofed, viz. ** Whether the 
<< army fhould march againft the Nabob:’’ I de- 
clare my entire diffent to fo violent a mea‘ure, 
which no pretence of neceffity can require, nor juf- 
tice allow of. 

It is unneceflary, becaufe it is not in the Nabob’s 
power to oppofe any laws which we may prefent 
to him, and the orders lately fent to the fubord1- 
nate factories are fufficient to preferve them in full 
force. 

The fame reafons might be urged ir proof of its 
injuftice, were there no. ..er againft it; but when 
the Nabob has declared his fubmiffion to every term 
which you have impofed upon him, and expcftu- 
lates only for his life, whatever his motive be, whe- 
ther cf choice or neceffity, furely we may reft farif- 
fied with fuch a condefcenfion, nor attempt to reduce 

him 
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him to a lower ftate of humiliation. TI fhall not (I 
hope I need not) remind you, gentlemen, of the 
earneft injunctions of the Company, to abide by our 
engagements with the Nabob, and to avoid, to the 
laít extremity, every occafion that may tend to an- 
other change inthe Government- But fhould it be 
refolved to break with the Nabob, I hope fuch 
gentlemen as are of that fentiment will declare it be- 
fore the Jatt difpatches are made to Europe, that our 
Ffonourable Matters may have as early notice of it 
as peflible, and take the fpeedief{t meafures to rez 
medy (if poffible) the- diforders which may follow 
from it. 


Mir. Cartier’s Opinion. 


Mr. Cartier efteems the Nabob’s letters as in- 
folent and equivocating, and far from giving us that 
fatisfaction which we have reafon to expect from 
him. That they require clearncfs, and leave doubt- 
ful as to his real intention towards us; that his 
compliance with our demands in thofe points we 
have infafted upon him, of which he makes a mat- 
ter of much merit, is a contemptuous Manner of 
proceeding, having effectually undone to us the 
advantages of this very compliance, and render- 
ed our valuable privileges void, by a general in- 
dulgence granted to his fubjeéts and others, ofa free 
trades that his letter to Mr. Amyatc nei her con- 
fents to, nor abfolutely refufes the vific the Board 
have thought proper fhould be made him; that it is 
neceffary he be made fully acquainted with the pur- 
port of this vifit, ** That the fufpicions harboured 
€ in his mind may be banifhed, and give place to 
‘< that hope and confidence he ought to hold of 
€< our particular attachment to him 5 to make him 
e< fenfible the good of his country, and his own 
t< particularly, is in every refpect intended by its 
e% that our intentions extend ma further but to the 
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* fuppore of our rights and privileges, in which it 


would be more becoming him to join with us 
es than to be offended at, and oppofe thofe fteps 
“<< which we are necetiarily led to take to punifh 
‘te thofe that invade them; chat Mr. Amyatr, for 
ec all thote defirable ends, intends to fet our, and 
<< will wait the refule of thefe reprefentations at 
<. Coffimbuzar, and be governed by his anfwer :’’ 
That in cate of meeting a refufal to this vifit, we 
{hall be juftified in the opinion of the world, if we 
sonfider him the declared enemy of our nation, and 
proceed immediately againft him. 

It is certainly becoming in the members of this 
Board to purfue every honourable method that may 
tend to effect a perfect reconciliation with the Na- 
bob, and every one that would conduce to that end 
oughe not to be negiected or 1.ft untried. Our late 
revolution has done us, he believes, not much ho- 
nour in the eyes of the worlds; and another fo quick- 
ly fucceeding, would prove in fome mcafure the in- 
conitant wavering ftate of our Councils, and mo- 
tives of action be imputed to the members of 
this Board, unbecoming gentlemen and honeft men 
to be influenced by. He therefore thinks it necef- 
fary to acquaint the Nabob of our having force fuf- 
ficient to take every fatisfaétion required, but with 
no defign to ufe it again{t his Government, 7’till his 
yefractory behaviour abfolutely compels us. 


éc 


Mir. Billers’s Opzuicox. 


Hfaving carefully examined the Nabob’s letter, as 
well as that to Mr. Amyartt, I think there are ma- 
ny expreffions in the former injurious and impro- 
per, but they feem to be mentioned rather thrcugh 
pet and paffion than any intention of quarrelling 
with us. I therefore give it as my opinion, that 
the necefity there is of Me(— rs. Amyatt and Hays 
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going to negotiate ought to be again reprefented tg 
him. ‘That at prefent his affairs fuffer more than 
our’s, and that it is abfolutely neceffary he fhould 
come to fome determination; but fhould he refufe 
to treat with us, or hear any thing relative to bufi- 
nefs, then it may be deemed an open declaration of 
war. But without further caufe than we have at 
prefent, I fee no need of breaking with. him,; and 
as the Company have thought proper to confirm 
him, we ought to be very cautious how we take 
fuch a ftep, and bring about anorher revolution, 
for we feem at prefent fomewhat obnoxious in the 
eyes of the country people, on having concidded 
the lat. However, our rights and privileges have 
been lately fo infringed, and things fo circumftan~ 
ced, that it is highly necefflary fome fpeedy remedy 
fhould take place. I therefore think Mefirs. Amy- 
att and Hay might proceed to Coffimbuzar, and 
there wait the Nabob’s final refolves; and in cafe 
he ftill perfifts in refufing to fee thole gentlemen, 
the army fhould march ; but all methods ought 
to be tried to bring affairs to an amicable iffue, far 
the reafons before mentioned. 


Mr. Batfon’s Opinion. 


The Nabob’s fettled inveteracy and evil defigns 
againít us, have long been manifeft to the whole 
country, but of laie they have appeared more glar- 
ingly, both from his aétions and from his letters, 
which are filled with fcorn and defiance. Not to 
mention a multitude of inftances which may be pro- 
duced, I fhall only take norice of his endeavours 
to undermine, and uttegly deftroy the privileges 
granted us by the King’s Firmaund, by exempt- 
ing all other merchants of whatever nation from 
paying duties, in order to put them ona level with 
ws, His defigns indeed are fo cvident, that the 
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tonftanet artifice ufed by the Prefident and Mr. 
Elaftings to difguife the truth, and mifreprefent 
matters of fact, cannot conceal them. The cafe at 
prefent feems to be this; either we muft fubmit to 
be reduced to the fituation in which we were dur- 
ing the time of Mohabut Jung and Serajah Dowla, 
or elfe we mult oblige the Nabob to. fubmit to: us. 
The latter, I apprehend, from his late behaviour, 
we fhall not be able to effeét, unlefs we can make 
him feel our power; and I wiil never be acceffary or 
confenting to any thing that may expofe. us to the 
danger of the former. It is my opinion therefore, 
that we fhould negleét no means of putting our- 
felves in the beft pofture of defence, that we may 
be ready to act in the moft effeétual manner; and 
thar Major Adams be accordingly defired to hold 
himfelf in readinefs to march whenever it be necef- 
fary. I think alfo that Meffirs. Amyatt and Hay 
fhould not proceed on their deputation, as the Nabob 
has abfolutely refufed to treat with them, and there- 
fore, their going will only expofe us to further con- 

empt and derifion; a large fhare of which we have 
already incurred However, that the Nabob may 
ítill have an Opportunity given him of remaining on 
amicabie terms with us, I propofe that our de- 
mands be once more fully ftated to him by a let- 
ter, and that we infift on a direct compliance there- 
with, without evafion or fubterfuge. 

If he {till refufes to comply, I think we fhould 
take our meafures for crufhing him, for as it 
is known, that he is raifing troops, and making 
warlrke preparations in all parts of the country, a 
further delay may be very dangerous. 





Mr. AIM yatt's, Opizion, 


I think. the Nabob’s letters fhew the fame ftate of 
mind which he always feemed to:exprefs, and dif- 
cover 
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cover by his aétions ever fince he has been in the 
Government; and no further than might well be 
expected from him, from having been fo long fuf- 
fered to follow his own will, and his whims in- 
Gulged to appeafe his jealoufies, general complaints 
admitted againft our fervants, when the expref- 
fons which we now experience have been on his 
part, our bufinefs {topped, and almoft every where 
impeded without our exerting our influence and 
power to clear it, becaufe we would not give him 
offence or make him uneafy. To moft of thefe- 
grievances and conceffions, myfelf, with feveral 
members of the Board have often objeéted and re- 
monftrated, forefeeing that in the end it muft create 
the animofity and ill will which now is come to 
país; and that we fhould be neceffitated by force 
to affert our own rights, which he had been fo long 
endeavouring to fubvert. | 

I am too fenfible that the people of the Govern- 
ment are not to be fo far trufted as to have any 
point given upto them. A compliance inthe moft 
trivial matters gives them a privilege, they think, 
to exercife their authority without controul in every 
thing, though of ever fo much confequence and 
detriment to the condefcendingg party. Such be-~ 
ing the prepofieffions of the Nabob’s mind, our 
infiftting on a free exertion of our rights and privi- 
leges, now appears to him as an encroachment on 
his libertics, and a lofs to him in his duties, from 
our trade being extended. 

For this way of thinking, however, he has no 
yolltice on bis Gde, for the fame trade in its different 
branches was carried on in his predeceffor’s time, 
though not to fo great a degree, occafioned folely 
by the troubles and confuficn the country was eve~ 
ry where involved in. That the Nabob would 
gladly make himfelf independent of us, and always 
fhewed fuch an inclination, endeavoured as much 
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as poffible to throw off all conneétion with us, and 
attempted to deftroy our influence with the country 
people, is very evident. 

But vain are ali thefe efforts, and to be fufpect- 
ed the advice of bad and evil perfons about him 
for their own advantage, as moft certainly he mutt 
be convined his own ftrength cannot defend him 
from any attempt of a foreign power, or reduce us 
to that ftate of dependence he probably has been 
taught to believe. I am apt to believe that fenti- 
ments have -alfo been inftilled into him, that he 
might fafely interrupt our private trade, and that 
we durft not offer to check him therein, whilft the 
Company’s remained unmoleited ; whereas private 
trade fhould be as facred as the Company’s, and 
no diftinction ever known; for that once obftrucét- 
ed, the Company’s cannot long remain free, which 
plainly appears from what it has fuffered through 
the courfe of thefe difputres, though I believe no 
juch loffes were intended by the Natob. 

"The Nabob’s letters are petulant and imperti- 
nent; they likewife contain invectives and defiance, 
but not of fuch nature as if he felt his own ftrength 
fuficient to break with us. I therefore think he 
ought to be wrote to once more, in the terms pro- 
pofed by Mr. Marriott, to convince him of bis er- 
ror, in thinking that we have views to a change, 
and to inGft on his receiving a deputation, as the 
only means left of preventing fuch an event. If 
he refuf.s fo reafonable a demand, I think we may 
jutily interpret the ill intentions to be on his fide, 
aad that we fhall be juftified to the world in taking 
the moft vigorous and immediate meafures for fe- 
caring the trading intere{t of our Honourable Em- 
ployers in thefe provinces. 

As it feems ro be the fentiment of the majority 
of the Board, I fhall willingly proceed the Jength of 
Coffimbuzar, and there wait the Nabob’s anfwer. 

Nazer 
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Major Adams’s Opinion. 


Major Adams is of opinion, that the Nabob, by 
his letters to the Board, feems ro have entertain- 
ed jealoufies that muft be very prejudicial both to 
his own and the Company’s affairs, and which can- 
not be removed but by feeing Mr. Amyatt, and 
therefore he fhould be wrote to by the Board to re- 
concile himfelf to the interview. In the mean time, 
he thinks ic neceflary that Mr. Amyatt fhould pro- 
ceed to Coffimbuzar, and there wait the INabob’s 
aníwer; and if by it he {till perfifts in his refufal 
of feeing Mr. Amyatt on bufinefs, the Major can 
think cf no other method to bring him to reafon 
than marching -up the troops. Yet thinks if any 
other meafures can be thought of to put a {top to 
the prefent confufion, and prevent a future {cene of 
troubles in the country, they fhould be firft tried. 


The Preftdent’?s Opinion. 


Although the WNabob’s letters of the 22d of 
March do not. contain a chearful and candid affent 
to the demands made upon him by the Board, yet 
he does not contradict nor refufe to comply with 
them. It is not to be wondered that he complains 
and remonftrates, and writes with ill humour, fince 
it is certain that the privileges which the majo- 
rity of the Board have refolved now to infift On, 
are greater than ever were before infifted on, or 
than we were ever admitted to by any former Na- 
bob, even Jaffer Aly Cawn, who pofitively refuf- 
fed to Jet us have a factory at Chittagong, much 
lefs would he permit us to carry on our trade, 
cultom free, in all parts, and in all articles. 

Suppofing therefore that the demanded right be 
truly and really granted, and intended us by the 
Firmaund, which however is not my opinion, yet 
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with refpeét to the Nabob, the infifting on it is an 
innovation, which he may very naturally complain 
of, as it occafions a great lofs in that part of the 
revenues proceeding from the cuftoms 5; he fays, 
indeed, an entire lots; for which realon, to avoid 
further difputes on the fubject, he has given or- 
ders for taking off all cuttoms in general. 

Of this order the majority of the Board com- 
plains with equal vehemence, and have refolved to 
inGft on his taking cuftoms from other merchants 
in the ufual manner, though not from us. ‘This 
is to form part of the commiffion to Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay, as well as difcuffing the privi- 
leges of the Firmaund. 

The fecond refolution of the Board has not yet 
been made known to the Nabob, who, conceiving 
there is nothing more to be faid about cuftoms 
after he hasentirely abolifhed them, and having been 
advifed from the Board that Mrefirs. Amyatt and 
Hiay were deputed to regulate the affair of the cuf- 
toms, therefore he anfwers, that their coming is 
unneceflary. In every other refpect, his letter to 
Mr. Amyatt is written in a handfome and fuitable 
manner. 

With refpeét to the prefent fituation of affairs 
between us and the Nabob, it is this: Wherever 
the Company’s bufinefs or that of their fervants 
fuffered any interruption, our forces have been em- 
ployed to remove fuch obitructions, and feize thofe 
Officers of the Government who occafioned them. 
Wee have cleared our bufinefs, and taken our own 
fatisfaction, and left the Nabob on the fuffering 
fide, and a very great {uff rer he will undoubted- 
ly bes; for itis well known that the Zemindars, Col- 
Jectors, and other Officers of the Country Govern- 
ment, when they fee a likelihood of troubles, and 
their mafters power on the decline, never fail to 

make 
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make ufe of the opportunity of keeping back 
their rents. 

The Nabob’s letters are thofe of a defpairing 
man, who has imagined to himfelf that the Board, 
or the majority of them, have determined at all 
events to overthrow his Government, let him do | 
what he will, and fubmit never fo patiently to their 
refolutions. , 

To this ftate of his mind many of the petulant 
exprefflions, and the anxiety which appears through- 
out his letters, fhould be attributed, and proper 
allowances made. While we are left in quiet pof- 
feMion of the countries aifigned to the Company, 
and their trading bufinefs alfo is carried on in eve- 
ry part without interruption, it would be as im- 
politic as unjuft to begin a war without neceflity, 
again{ft an ally whom we are bound by treaty to 
fupport, and of which the confequence would pro- 
bably be a fcene of frefh deftruction in the coun- 
try, a general interruption of trade, and a wanton 
effuficn of blood. 

That the Nabob has not the defign of break- 
ing with us, I think is plainly proved from his con- 
duét, as well as from the expoftulating ftyle of his 
letters. It is not reafonable to take for granted eve- 
ry report made to us by an Englifh Gomattah, ora 
difcontented Officer of the Government. If he had 
a mind to break with us, he would certainly have 
attacked thofe three companies of Seapoys, with 
Lieutenant Downie, which were detached from 
Patna, and feized the Nabob’s Officer at Mow, 
whilft the Nabob and his whole army was with- 
in a {hort march of the place; and if he had fuc- 
ceeded againft thofe three companies, he would then 
have attacked our troops at Patna, to have endea- 
voured to have cut off fo confiderable a part of our 
force; inftead of which, his retiring to Mlongheer 

is 
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ts a proof with me that he will fubmit to any thing 
rather than come to hoftilities with us, and I think 
we ought equally to defire to preferve the peace and 
tranquillity of the country, and amicably to ac- 
commodate the points in difpute, for which pur- 
pofe I think no method fo proper as the deputation 
propofed to difcufs thofe points. The Nabob’s 
faying, that if Mr. Amyatt’s bufinefs is to difpute 
upon the articles of cuftoms, he had better not 
come, as it 1s a point already fettled by the abo- 
lifhing of cuftoms in general, is not, in my opinion, 
to be regarded as a refufal to treat with Mr. Amy- 
att, upon the matters contained in the inftructions 
to Mr. Hay and him from the Board, and which, 
having never yet been communicated to the Na- 
bob, it confequently cannot be faid that he has re- 
fufed to difcuifs them. 

I think therefore that it would be moft expedi- 
ent to write to the Nabob, in anfwer to his laft let- 
ter, to this effect: << That the alarms in all parts 
‘< of the country muit be attended with a very 
g great lofs and detriment, both to his affairs and 
‘<< the Company’s; and a breach of the friendfhip 
<< between us infallibly enfues, if the neceffary re- 
€ gulations for the carrying on our bufineis, and 
“© fettling the points in difpute be not immediately 
“<< concluded. ‘That, as a proof of our defire to 
< avoid coming to extremities, we appointed 
«c Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay to confer with him, as 
<< the moft effectual method of regulating affairs 
<< with difpatch; that he ought to regard tuch our 
<< appointment of two gentlemen cf the Board, as 
<< che ftrongeft mark of our friendfhip, and a com- 
< pliment paid him; and that if he fhould refufe 
<< to treat with them, it can be regarded in no other 
<< light but asa declaration of his intention to come 
**s to a rupture with us.” 

And 
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And I think Mr. Amyatt might himfelf write 
to the Nabob to the fame purpofe, and wait his an- 
fwer either at Calcutta or Coffimbuzar. 

But if the Board fhould determine that Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay fhould not proceed according to 
their appointment, then I think that a letter fhould 
be wrote to the Nabob, upon the plan of their in- 
ftructions, demanding; every thing thereby direét- 
ed to be demanded, and requiring a plain, explicit, 
and final anfwer upon every article. It would be 
an unprecedented thing to employ force for the ob- 
taining any point, until a friendly application has 
been made and rejeéted. 


Opinton of the Majority. 

The majority of the Board being of opinion, 
That the Nabob fhould be again wrote to, to in- 
itt on his receiving the intended deputation for 
treating upon bufinefs, and that Mefirs. Amyate 
and Hay fhould proceed to and wait his anfwer at 
Comimbuzar. 


Refolution in confequence. 


Agreed, That the Prefident do addrefs him to 
the effc-ét exprefied in his own and Mr. Mrarriott’s 
minutes, and plainly acquaint him, that a refufal 
to comply with the demand therein contained can 
be regarded in no other light than a declaration 
on his fide, of his intention to come to a rupture 
with us. 


Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay took their leave of the 


Board the 4th of April 1763. The following is 
a copy of the inftructions that were given them. 


U 4. 
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U 4.— Copy of the Inftruétions to Meffrs. Amyatt 
and Way. 


Dated 28th March 1763. 
x ft. H E trade of our factories on behalf of 


the Company, as well as the inland trade 
carried.on by the Agents and Gomafttahs of Englifh 
merchants, having for fome months paft met with 
tre greateit interruptions in all ‘parts of the coun- 
try, from the Officers of the Nabob’s Govern- 
ment, and this having further proved the fource of 
numerous difputes and complaints on both fides, 
we have had under our confideration the fettling of 
certain rules, agreeable to our refpective rights and 
pretenfions whereby to carry on our trade, and be the 
means of preventing fuch difputes from happening 
in future.. In thefe points we have already come to 
fome refolutions, and having the greateft reliance 
on your abilities, prudence and zeal, as well for the 
intere{t of our Hionourable Matters as for the wel- 
fare and good of the community, we have thought 
proper to depute you to make known to the Nabob 
thofe -refolutions. 
2dly. in the firft place, you muft again acquaint 
the Nabob, that the regulations made with him by 
the Prefident being difapproved, are of courfe be- 
come void, and you are therefore to re-demand 
the letter which contained them. You are alfo to 
infift, in cafe he has not before iffued fuch orders, 
that he do revoke all the orders which he fent to 
his Officers in confequence of the faid regulations, 
and inform them that trade is in every refpeét to 
go on in its ufual channel, until he (the Nabob) 
has fettled with you the bufinefs; of your députa- 
tion. 


3diy. 
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3d, Accompanying this you will receive Englifh 
and Perfian copies of the Firmaund, fFfiufbul- 
hookums, and t:eaties. on which we found our 
rights to a free trade. Thefe we have concluded 
give us an indifputable privilege to carry on our 
trade, as well forcign as inland, throughout the 
provinces of this Subah, free of any duties to the 
Country Government. You muft therefore care- 
fully and clearly explain to the Nabob the tenor 
and fubftance of all thefe grants, and the juftice 
that it follows we have on our fide for abidwge 
thereby. 

4th, When you have fully afferted and con- 
vinced the Nabob of thefe our rights, and privi- 
leges, you will make known to him the refolution 
of the Council the 2d inftant, for allowing hima 
duty on falt, with our motives thereto: 1ft, Be- 
caufe from general information taken, it appears 
that this firft article has from cuftom always paid 
a certain, though unfettled duty. 2dly, Becaufe it 
is not Our intention through a too fcrupulcus afier- 
tion of our rights, to detriment or diminifh the 
revenues of the Government, or in any refpeét 
leffen to him the advantages reaped at our hands 
by his predeceffors ; that allowing thefe fentiments 
to weigh as far with us as our 1egard for the in- 
tere{ts of our employers, and the community, and 
for the tenor of our faid grants will poflibly admit, 
we have refolved to aliow him (the Nabob) a fixed 
Cuty on the article of falt, after the rate of 24 
per cent. on the Rewdana price; but as we have no 
grounds for extending this confideration further, 
we cannot adtmic of dutics being levied on any 
other article of trade whatever. 

sth, To afcertain the payment of this duty, and 
at the fame time maintain in its full force the au- 
thority of the Englifh duftuck, the article of falt 
Shall be circulated cqually with others articles, by 

Vor, Li. MI the 
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the means of a duftuck, and be liable to no further 
ferutiny or interruption, provided the Buck fhbunder 
or Shawbunder’s receipt for the aforementioned 
duty, appears properly granted and entered on the 
bacix thereof. | 
6th, For regulating in future the conduct of our 
Agents and Gomaftahs, and the Officers and de- 
pendents of the Nabob’s Government, with re- 
fpe€t. to injuries committed on’either fide, and dif— 
putes which may arife between thems we have 
az.ieed on the following rules, which you muff in- 
ttmmate to the Nabob, and as we think they wilk 
every way anfwer the ends propofed, you muft ac- 
qua nt him that they are therefore to be punctually 
obierved. 
[Here were entered the regulations agreed on 
r ; 
in the Confultation of the 5th March. | 
ath, The Nabob having lately affected an igno- 
rance of the nature of this Government and the 
powers of the Council, the Prefident in his anfwer 
endeavours to fet him right on that bead- but it 
will be ftilb neceffary that you again expiain this 
matter perfonally to him by commiffion from the 
Board, chat a future pretenfion of the like igno- 
rance may not be the means of detrimenting our 
affairs. 
8th, There further appears in the courfe of his- 
correfpondence, certain’ expreffions which imply 2 
diffidence of the friendfhip of feveral members of 
the Council towards. him: This ill founded fuf- 
picion you muft ufe your moft ftrenuous endeavours 
to remove, and on the contrary to convince him, 
thar we fhall always with one voice agree in every 
wefpect to affift and fupport him and his Govern- 
ment, provided no attempts are made towards the 
infringement. of our rights and privileges 5. but that 
from a juft obfervation of them, and a Nerdy 
obedience to the repeated orders cf cur’ bioncuracle 
2 GM plo, -S3 
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employers, we can never tamely put up with at- 
tempts that have in the fmalleft degree fuch a 
Yendency. 
oth, With refpeét to the regulations for trade, 
we think it will be the moft proper method to have 
our rights acknowledged, and the propofals agreed 
to by fome public writings under the Nabob’s own 
hand and feal, taking care that there are no ex- 
preffions inferred in it contrary to. the fenfe we 
entertain of our rights by our former grants or 
treaties, or that may tend to invalidate them. To 
fuch a writing you may acce.:e, referving; to us the 
power of finally ratifyi-g the fame. 
roth, As we think it abfolutely necefflary, both 
for the intereft of our affairs, and the WNabob’s, 
to have a Gentleman in the fervice Refident at 
the Court; we have appointed Mr. Thomas Am- 
phlett tO accompany you on this deputation, and 
afterwards remain with the Nabob in that ca- 
pacity. You will therefore introduce him to the 
INabob accordingly, and acquaint him that aif 
tranfactions between him and us, are after your 
departure to be’ carried on by this Refident; and 
that all orders which are to be iffued through the 
country; relative to the Englifh, muft be firft in- 
timated to, and approved by him. At your dea 
parture, you will leave in charge to Mr. Amphlett, 
any part of thefe inftructions which you will not 
be able to fainifh, and give him fuch further di- 
rections as you may think neceflary. | 
rith, Having had repeated inftances of the ill 
difpofition and bad behaviour of Mahomed Aly, 
the colle¢étor of the Dacca diftriéts, we have in- 
clofed you a particular proof of it, in copies of 
letters which we wrote to Syei Buddul Cawn 3, and 
we muft defire, that you will infift on his being 
dGifmiffed from his office, and obliged to make re- 
MI 2 paraticn 
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paration fer all the loffes he has been the occafion 
of, fince the beginning of thefe difturbances. 

r2th, The orders by which we took poffefMon 
of the lands, being only Amulnamahs; we muft 
defire that you will apply to the Nabob for proper 
Jagheery Sunnuds, to confirm the Company’s right 
to the three Provinces. 

13th, You muft Ihkewife demand from the 
INabob, payment of a fum of money which Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn difburfed out of the revenues 
of the Chittagong province, on account of the 
Tippra expedition ; to inftrect you in which, we 
have ordered particulars to be tranfmitted you by 
the Accomptant of the committee of lands. 

14th, Since we began to draw up thefe inftructions, 
we have received intelligence of the Nabob’s hav- 
ing publifhed a Sunnud, containing an exemption 
of ail duties on every kind cf trade for the fpace 
of two years. Copies of this Sunnud, anda Par- 
wana, which accompanied it to Nobit Roy the 
Naib of Patna, you will herewith receive. And 
as we are of opinion that this ftep is taken witha 
defign to prejudice the Company’s trading bu- 
finefs, and to counter-aét the meafures we have 
been hitherto taking for the welfare of trade in ge- 
neral, we defire that you will infift on the Nabob’s 
revokicg that Sunnud, and colleciing duties as 
before. 

5th, We further tranfmit you copy of a mi- 
nute entered on this day by Mefirs. Johnftone and 
Hay, and we defire you will make the enquiry 
therein recommended. 
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Additional Infiruétions fo Meffrs. Amyatt 
and Flay. 


Dated 1 April 1763- 


HE Jaft letters received from the Nabob 
having been debated on at the Board, and 
it being determined, that you fhall proceed to 
Coffimbuzar, and there wait his anfwer to another 
letter the Prefident has wrote him; we now addrefs 
you thefe further inftru€tions on fome points, whieh 
have occurred fince we concluded tl:ofe before 
drawn up. | 
By letters from Patna, we are advifed of the 
great want they are in of Siccas for carrying on the 
inve{ttmenr, and of the inconvenience and lois which 
arifes from the exchange of moneys; we have like- 
wife often received letters on this fubjecét from 
Coffimbuzar, and the other fattories: we there- 
fore deGre that you will endeavour to prevail on 
the Nabob to ftrike in his mints only one fpecies 
of Rupees, to be current throughout his Govern- 
ment ‘without any Batta, fo long as they do not 
diminifh in weights; but if you cannot effectuate 
fuch regulations, you muft reprefent to the Nabob, 
in the {trongeft terms, the great impediment which 
eur bufinefs fuffers from the backwardnefs of the 
Shroffs, to exchange and circulate the Calcutta 
Siccas, and therefore get him to iffue peremptory. 
orders to the Shroffs and others, for etfectuating 
the currency of Rupees coined in our minr, that 
our bufinefs may no longer fuffer fuch interruptions 
and loffes from this fource; and alfo procure his 
order for coining three lacks of Rupees annually 
in each of the mints of Dacca and Patna, for the 
fervice of the factories. 
M 3 We 
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We are informed of an attack made on a Subadar 
and fifty Seapoys, by a body of the Nabob’s troops 
from ‘“Fekarry ; for the particulars of the affair, 
we refer you to a copy of a Patna letter, which 
you will herewith receive, and we defire that you 
will require fatisfaction againft the Officer, who 
commanded them, for declaring he had the Na- 
bob’s orders to cut every Englifh Seapoy to pieces 
wherever they were found,—for having the info- 
lence to propofe to our party, that he would let 
them g~>, if they would deliver up their arms and 
cloathing ; and on their refufal for beginning an 
attack upon them, whereby an Ftavildar was 
killed, and four Seapoys wounded: you mutt 
Further infit, that this fatisfaction be a public and 
exemplary punifhment before you, or elfe that he 
be delivered up to us, to be tried and punifhed. 

We lkewife tranfmit you fome accounts of loffes 
which certain Gentlemen have fuftainéd in their 
trade, by the late difturbances and interruptions, 
the amount of which you muft require of the Na- 
bob to caufe his Officers to make good, and 
whatever acccunts af the fame nature may hereafter 
be received, {hall likewife be forwarded to you. 


The Prefident?s Diffent. 
he Prefident obferves, that although he figns 


thel: inftriumen:s in conform ty to the majority of 
the Board, he diffients to the 3d and 14th para- 
graphs, -hich contains a claim of a right to a 


free trace in ail artic’es, whether for foreign or 
inland trade, and orders for infiftinga on the Na- 
bob’s revoking the Sunnud for an exemption of 
duties, for the reafons more particularly mentioned 
in the canfultation the 1ft and 24th of March. 


W 4. 
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W 4.— Some time before this, Syed Buddul 
Cawn, the Nabob’s Officer at Luckypoor, having 
placed a guard upon the houfe of one Mahomed 
Gazy, who had formerly been in the fervice of 
the faciory ; Mr. Middleton, the provifional Chief 
of the factory, wrote tobim, defirine him to releafe 
the mar, which Syed Buddul Cawn refufed, and 
{eni him a copy of an order, which he had re- 
Coie cd for that purpofe from Mahomed Aly. In this 
order, befaides the demands of the Governmenc 
upon Mahomed Gazy (Cagainft which we could 
have had no objections) this extraordinary reafon 
was added, for calling him to an account, that he 
and beea in the Enclith employ, and was abettor 
an tneir Er a again ft the Government. “The in- 
folence of thefe exprefMfions, determined the Board 
to take the part of Mahomed Gazys; and Mr. 
Mliddleton was accordingly direéted to feize Syed 
Biuddul Cawn, and fend him to Calcutta; and at 
the fame time a letter was wrote to the Nabob, 
anifttings on his punifhing Mahomed Aly. Mr. 
Middleton, in confequence of thefe orders, im- 
mediately feized Syed Buddul Cawn, and fent him 
a prifoner to Calcutta, where he arrived the latter 
end of the month of March 3; being brought before 
the Board, he exculpared himfelf, by producing 
feveral letters from Mahomed Aly; the moft in- 
foienr of which is here inferted. 


From Mahomed Aly fo Syed Buddul Cawn. 


OUR agreeable letter is arrived. I fully 

underftand the particulars contained therein, 
and from the Hiircarah likewife I learn the account 
of the villanies of the Englifh in Luckypoor. i 
have wrote preflingly to Aga Mahomed Nazim, 
and Samadam, and Amur Sing, and Jaugaut 
M 4. Sing, 
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Sing, to repair all of them with their people unto 
you; I have alfo fent Perwanas with the utmoft 
difpatch unto the Zemindars of Bulwat, Baboo- 
poor, &c. and I have taken engagements from 
every Zemindar’s Vackeel, about Luckypoor, that 
their mafters the Zemindars will attend upon you, 
and act as you (ba'l direét them. It behoves you 
with the utmoft difpatch, to repair thither im- 
mediately, and blockade the paflages for going in, 
and coming out on all fades of LTLuckypoor, ard 
place ftrong centinels, that no perfon whatever may 
país or repaís, to and from Luckypoor; and that 
a foul does not eicape of thofe who claim the 
Englith prorection, and make ufe of their name: 
take two or three and crucify them, and fcize 
their ho fes and eff.éts3 lay hold of their wives 
and children, and fend them ftraightway to me. 

Be fure not to fail in this refpeét; his Excellency 
having honoured me with his orders to this purpofe, 
as you mutft be informed from the copy of the 
Governor’s engagemenr, and of his Excellency’s 
Perwâna in confequence, which I heretofore fent 


you. And do not entertain the leaf{t diffidence -: 
regard this my fhort letter, in the light of a thou- 
fand Jetters; and act accordingly. Moreover, let 


guards be placed to keep a good look-out about 
Lhuckypoor, and the parts a‘tjacent’;, until the Na- 
bob’s orders arrive, when they will proceed to act, 
as I {hall write to you: at prefent furround it on 
all Gdes, and keep a conftant waich. 

You wiil take extraordinary g@cod care of the 
Europeans at Iluckypoor, that they get no intel- 
ligence from any of their dependents, either by 
land or water, and for fecurity you will fend 200 

ren, witha commander whom you can rely upon, 
and direét them above all things, to be ready for 

action, both night and day. 
Such 
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Such a declaration of his inveteracy to the Eng- 
lifh as was expreffed in thefe letters, and the many 
inftances which he had given of it throughout his 
who'te conduét from his firít appointment, juftly ex- 
cited the indignation of the whole Board again{t 
Mahomed Aly. The moft violent readily feiz- 
ed this occafion to impute to the Nabob a fixed 
refolution of breaking with us; and that the ap- 
pointment of fuch a man as Mahomed Aly with 
fuch extraordinary powers, and his conduét in the 
execution of them, were only in confequence of that 
refolution. It was therefore warmly urged, to pre- 
vent the Nabob’s defigns, by declaring immediate 
war againtt him. “This fentimenr, however, was 
oppofed by a majority of the Board, who judged it 
the moft proper in the prefent circumftances to re- 
gard the infults as proceeding perfonally from Ma- 
homed Aly, and to chaftize him for it ourfelves, 
fince the Nabob, to whom we had repeatedly com- 
plained againft him, had hitherto afforded us ne 
redrefs. In this alternative the Prefident joined, as 

well in the hopes of yet preventing a ruinous and 
unjuftifiable war, as from the conviction of the vio- 
lent and incendiary fpirit of Mahomed Aly, who, if 
fuffered to act longer with impunity, he faw would 
put it out of the + power of every one to preferve 
peace between the Englifh and the Nabob. ic is 
rrue that the Nabob, in anfwer to the demand of 
the Board for his diair. Ceclared that he had 
removed him from his employment, and fummon- 
ed kim co his prefence; but as he {till continu- 
ed at Dacca, and the Nabob had always endea- 
voured to vindicate his conduét, it was much to 
be feared that he would not only efcape the pu- 
nifhment which was his due, but perhaps be conti- 
nued in his authority, and have his hands ftrength- 
ened with fuch frefh powers as might make it dan- 
gerous to attempt afterwards to call him to an ac- 

count. 
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eount. The Nabob’s behaviour upon this occafion 
may be eafily accounted tor, from the precarious 
{ituation in which he fto -d with the E:inglifh. He 
afflured the Preficient when at Mongheer, that if 
the comp.aints which were then alledged againft 
Mahomed Aly, upon enquiry proved true, he 
would both diimits him from his fervice, and fe- 
verely punifh him. The fame promife he made 
with refpect to Sheer Aly, (the Fougedar of Pur- 
nea) who had been guilty of the like enmity and 
mifbehaviour to the Engli dependents; and it is 
very probable that he was fincere in his declaration, 
fince his intereft was moft materially concerned in 
removing every caufe of difagreement from berween 
us. But when he perceived the ftrong oppofition 
formed againft him by the General Affembly of the 
Council, and the defign of his enemies was levelled 
openly againft his perfon and Government, it is not 
tO be wondered at that he fhould be cautious of de- 
priving himfelf of the affiflance of perfons the moft 
capable of ferving him, and on whofe zeal he had fo 
much reafon to ‘depend, in cafe of a rupture with 
the Englifh. Ina word, it appears from the Na- 
bob’s whole behaviour, — the time that the Ge- 
neral Council was affembled, that he believed his 
own ruin to be the object of that affembly , and 
every {tep taken by the Board ferved but to con- 
firm him the more ftrongly in that fatal perfuafion. 
Fatal it muft be called, fince with fuch a mutual 
diftruft every accident, ieee trifling, was ealily 
conftrued into an intentional act of hottility 5 and 
even the neceffary precauticns of felf-d. fence feed 
bur to make the breach irreparabie. Ic will be 
needlefs to point ovt.inftances of the effects of thefe 
prepoficfMions, ainongt(t the many which occur in 
the minutes of the Counci and the INabob’s lert- 
ters, which have been already interted. Of the 
latter, one need only be mentioned, as it fhews as 
eafiiy 
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eafily the Nabob was led away --y every groundilefs 
reporct, and how nacturaliy his apprehenfions difpof- 
eu him to co-c-perate with the very meafures which 
tended EO ahi Open rupture. 


W 4. a— Copy ofa Letter from the Nabob zo rhe 


€sovernor. 
Dated April 15th 17623, 


Hlave to this time repofed an entire confidence 

in your fiic ocdihip, bot I ocver ful peéied that 
you woud write me let: rs flied witn prufeMions 
of friendihip znd attachnsent, and whilft I remain- 
ed im ecurity, trutting to your declarations, that 
you would difpatch your forces in feveral divifions, 
by land and water, and through the hills and woods, 
with guns and artillery to thete parts. This kind of 
proceeding I do not underftand. I before repeated- 
ly wrote to you that I was unequal to this bufinefs. 
You woul.i not agree to it, and now, that fuch 
meafures are taken, what fore of dealing is this? 
As to Mr. Amyatt’s coming, which you wrote about 
before, I have no objection. Recall all your troops 
that you have difpatched by every road towards this 
way, and lec Mr. Amyatt proceed hither in the 
fame manner that you came to vifit me, and af- 
ter his arrival I will behave to him as becomes me. 

If you confent not to this, and refufe to recal 
your for es, and are obitinately bent upon my 
difhonour, I am without remedy. JIvet me have 
your aofwer fto this letter, which I wait for, for 
it is eve:y man’s duty to take care of his honour. 


The following hiftory occurring in the fame or- 
der of time, aptly illuftrares the truth of the above 
obfervation, and proves, that if the Nabob’s fears 
led hirin to belicve every idle report of defigns that 

had 
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had no exiftencée, either in fact or probability ; 
our faith was at leaft as active as his, whether fear 
or the zeal of party-fpirict impelled and gave life 
to it. Jer is fcarcely conceivable, that any perfon 
fhould be fo blindly prejudiced as to give entire 
credit to a ftory of the Nabob’s having ordered 
all the mulberry trees, and cotton fhrubs in his 
country to be rooted up, from no other motive 
than a mere fpite to the Englifth; and to deprive 
them of the benefits which they enjoyed in com- 
mon with other merchants in the produét of thofe 
plants; yet fo great was the eagernefs of feveral 
members of the Board to catch. at every report 
that tended to the Nabob’s prejudice, that duch 
an abfurdity -was readily believed, and the moft 
wiolent meafures propofed in confegquence, as will 


appear by the following papers. 


Extrat? of Confultation of the 12th of April, (present 
Mleffrs. Vanfittart, Bation, Cartier, Hattings, 
Marriott, and Watts.) | 


lVir. Batfon’s Ad nute. 


Mr. Batfon lays before the Board the followirg 
letter from Mr. Chambers at Cofimbu~ar. 


To Stanlake Batfon, EfG; 


April 3, 1763. 
SIR, 


HE many daily occurrences here, and re- 

ports convince me, our trade and every 
«c thing will {peedily be put a ftop to, if fome 
<¢ mealures are not taken to prevent it. ‘There is 
<< an order paffing for deftroying all the mulberry 
<£ trees in the country, and they have aétually com- 
& menced 
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menced putting it in execution, fo that we can 
expeét no filk or filk-piece goods for the enfuing 
year, if it is not put an immediate {top to. 
<< I hear there is the fame order concerning all 
the cotton plants, which will be as detrimental 
to the white-cloth trade. It is publicly talked 
at the city, that the Nabob is determined to get 
rid of us one way or other; that he has money 
enough to pay his troops longer than we fhall be 
able to ftay in the country without trade, for 
which reafon he’ll deftroy all the produce of the 
country, which may furnifh trade; for its all 
one to him whether we are in the country or 
not, if we don’t pay him any duties, and he'll 
either oblige us to do that or quit the country. 
< Several parties of horfe and foot have arrived 
at the city within thefe two or three days, and 
great preparations are making for defence in cafe 
Our army comès this way, as it is reported they 
are coming, and that they had marched a little 
way and were recalled. I thought it proper to 
acquaint you of the order concerning the mul- 
berry trees and cotton, as Í think the Governor 
and Council fhould be acquainted therewith, by 
which they’ll perceive how our trade is likely 
to be deftroyed. The tomtoms have actually 
been about with the orders, and fevéral people 
fent to deftroy all the mulberry fields. Should 
you think with me, it’s neceflary to acquaint 
the Board with thefe things, I fkall be obliged 
ro you if you will acquaint me with the refulc. 
cs P. S. I chink it would be highly necefflary to 
have a few more Seapoys at this factory. Reports 
run very: high and infolenr, and I believe was the 
army to march, we fhould be furrounded at 
this factory, and therefore fhould be glad to 
have a few feapoys to defend ourfelves. “The 
“s arms 
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<< arms of the Seapoys here are very bad; I wifh 
<< you would apply for fome.” 


File alfo acquaints the Board, that immediately 
on receipt of this letter, he wrote an anfwer agree- 
able to the opinion of the members of Council 
then in Calcutta, defiring Mr. Chambers, if the 
intelligence he had given him was certain, to con- 
firm the fame ina letter to the Board, that they 
might take their refolutions accordingly. 

Received a letter from Mr. Chambers, dated 
the oth, acquainting us, in confequence of Mr. 
Batfon’s letter to him, that it was beyond all dif-~ 
pute that tomtoms have been beat in feveral places; 
by orders the Zilladars pretend to have received 
from the Nabob, to take up all the mulberry trees 
on both ides of the Great River; but he canno€t 
fay for certain that they have yet put it in exe- 
cution. 


The Prefident’s Opinion in confequence of thefe 
M@rrers.. 


As the intelligence contained in the public Jetter 
differs in fome particulars from what Mir. Chambers 
before wrote to Mr. Batfon, the Prefident is of 
opinion, that Mir. Chambers fhould be direéted to 
acquaint the Board from whence he got his intel- 
ligence regarding the mulberry trees, and to en- 
quire, in the name of the Board, from Syed Ma- 
homed Cawn, whether he has received letters from 
the Nabob to this effect ; if he has, to require from 
him a copy of fuch orders, or endeavgur by any 
other means tO procure a copys and tran{mit it 
to us. 


Lr. 
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Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 

Mr. Watts thinks that the certainty of what Wir. 
Chambers informs the. Board in his letter of the 
oth inftant, ought nor to be doubted, efpeciaHy 
as he had made an.enquiry into the affair at the 
requeft of the majority of the Board ; that -the 
general behaviour of the Natob has been, and com 
tinues to be fuch, that further apptication to hmi- 
felf or Officers on any points whatever, ought as 
much as poffible to be avoided ; but efpecially im 
this cafe, as Syed Mahomed Cawn muft know 
that this information muft come from our Chief 
and Council at Coffimbuzar, and confequently our 
doubting the truth of it, muft-ieffen the credit of 
that Board in his eyes. Mr. Watts further thinks; 
that Mr. Chambers may be wrote to, cirectingg 
him to endeavour to procure copies of the Sun- 
nuds or Perwanas that may have been fent down 
from the Nabob on this fubjeét, or any other 
proofs he may be able to get. 


Mr. Marriott’?s Opinion. 
Mr. Marriott agrees in opinion with the. Pre- 
ident. 
Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 


Mr. Johnftone does not think it of any confé- 
quence to make this further enquiry; as Mr. Cham- 
bers having been wrote to at the defire of the*ma- 
jority of the members then in. Calcutta, may be 
fuppofed to have fatished himfelf of the truth. of 
what he now publicly informs the Board, nor would 
Syed Mahomed Cawn’s denying to have received 
foch an order be any proof of the tomtorms not 
having been beat. Further, becaufe he thinks the 

other 
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other * pieces of intelligence which Mr. Chambers 
gave us in his letter may incline us more implicitly 
co the belief of this, and the certainty of the Na- 
bob’s intentions againf{t us, which we muit hear 
from Mefirs. Amyatt and Hiay before any anlwer 
could come from Mr. Chambers. 


Nr. Cartier*s Opinion. 


Mir. Cartier thinks it would bz proper to cireét 
Mr. Chambers to enquire of Syed Mahomed Cawn 
whether he has received fuch an order from the 
Nabob, and to endeavour to get a copy of it. 


ir. Batfon’s Opinto. 


Mr. Batfon cannot doubt but the proclamation 
concerning cutting down the mulberry trees was ac- 
tually made, and he thinks the Prefident’s feeming 
{till to doubt it, and defiring a further enquiry to 
be made for the confirmation of it, is with a defign 
to difcourage Mr. Chambers from fending us intel- 
Jigence. Agreeable to his practice in regard to the 
intelligence which he (Mr. Batfon) formerly fent 
down in feveral of the Nabob’s and FPetruce’s 
letters T. ODi 722072 





* That the Nabob had fent bodies of troops into different 
parts of the country, and was bufy in warlike preparations. 

+ As the refleétion contained in the latter part of Mr. Batfon’s 
minute will be judged to have required fome reply, it may not 
be improper to infert an extraét of the minute which followed, 
though foreign from the fubjeét in hand. ‘This may ferve for 
one inftance of the fcandalous and indecent behaviour, which by 
the intemperance of fome of the members, and the ready con- 
nivance of the refit, had taken place in our Councils. 


The Prefident’s Purfiion to Mr. Batfon. 


‘The Prefident defires Mr. Batfon may be afked, Whether. by 
feveral of the Nabob’s and Petruce’s letters, he means thofe 


Perfian 
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Opinion of the Adajcrity. 
The majority of the Board being of the Prefident’s 
Opinion. 
Refolution in confequence. 


Agreed, that Mr. Chambers be wrote to accord- 
ingly * 





Perfian copies of letters faid to be the Nabob’s and Petruce’s, 
read in confultation the 4th of March, and which, after profe- 
cuting the enquiry for feveral months with the utmoft attentions 
the Board judged to be not authentic. 

Mr. Batfon’s <“nfwer. 

Mr. Batfon anfwers. It is thofe letters he means, and that hé 
doth not find, on purfuing the proceedings, that the Board did 
think them not authentic. And as the Prefident has folemnly 
declared, that he knows nothing of Cawn.Bahadres’s coming to 
Calcutta, as related in that correfpondence, he defires him to 
confirm the fame by oath, otherwife he (Mr. Baifon) fhaill contis 
nue to look on his declaration as falfe. 

The Prefident’s Reply: 

Although the Prefident thinks it a very improper method of 
proceeding, that any member of the Board Mould be put to his 
bath on any occafion, excepting where the law requires it, and 
that the word of every member of the Board fHould be regarded 
as an oath, yet, for the fatisfaction of the Company, in a mat- 
ter where their intereft is fo much concerned, and in which Mrs 
Batfon has called his (the Prefident’s) honour fo much in quel- 
tion, he defires he may be put to his oath before the Board. 

The Prefident’s Oath. 

I do folemnly fwear, that I never tomy knowledge faw, or 
heard, of a man known by the name of Cawn Bahadra, nor 
did any man ever make to me fuch a propofal, nor did I ever 
hear of fuch a propofafk, as he is faid to have been comrniflioned 
with, until the copies of the Perfian letters we:e arrived {front 


Mr. Batfon. 
Copy of a Letter from Afr. Chambers to the Governor and 


Corci. 
Dated April 16, 1763. 


«< Your favour of the 12th inflant I kave duly recrived, in 
<e anfwer to your queiftion of whence IL had my imtellivecnce. E 
s< can only fay it came from the Vackeel, Kijenin: ce, anad fe- 
s veral other merchants, who, on hearing the report, acquaint- 
Vor. If. N ei 
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Notwithftanding the propofed negotiation, the 
Board judged it expedient to cake early precautions 
in cate it fhould not be attended with fuccefs, by 
forming a plan for the operations of the war. The 
refolurions upon the fubjcét are here entered at 
large, and the debates which followed them. It is 
worth notice, that Mr. Johnftone made a propofal 
which was fupported by Mr. Batfon, for authoriz-— 
ing the gentlemen at Patna to begin the war upon 
the bare appearances of hoftile intentions in the Na- 
bob. The fentiments of Mr. Ellis were too well 
known to leave it a doubt, but he would initantly 
avail himfelf of fuch a power to declare an open 
rupture, which might have been juftified even by 
the report of a common hircara, or any pretence as 
loofe, which he might think fufficient (fince he was 
the judge) to confirvue into a hoftile intention in the 
iNabob. It will be found, that when fucha power 
was afterwards lodged in his hands, fuch was aétu- 


ally the confequence. 


&xtracé of Confultation the 14th of April 1763 (pre- 
sent Meffrs. Vanfittart, Adams, Batfon, Billers, 
Cartier, Hilaftings, Johnftone, Marriott, and 


Watts.) 


‘Ihe Board being met to concert the meafures 
proper to be taken in cafe that a rupture fhould 





€: ed me of ic, as did alfo a confiderable dealer in that article, 
<< who fays he was told, that in five days the mulberry trees 
<< muft be all taken up, but he has heard nothing fince; and 
« I believe it was only a falfe report, occafioned, as I have 
<< fince learnt, from a cuftom of tranfplanting once in two or 
<< three years. I afked Syed Mahomed Cawn concerning the 
«< order, he fays he has reccived no fuch, nor given any. I have 
+< requefted of him to endeavour to find out the perfons who 
<« {pread the report, and to puni them. The report was not 
<¢ only here, but on the other fide the Great River. It will 
«< be impofiible for me to trace it to the foundation, I have 
<- ufed already every method in my power, but in vain.” 


happen 
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happen between us and the Nabob, the feveral cafes 
were fully confidered and debated on, and the fol- 
lowing refolutions were in confequence planned and 
agreed to. ) 

Although it is to be hoped, that the difputes 
with the Nabob will yet come to an amicable iffue, 
ic is thought neceffary to be prepared with a plan 
of operations, which may be moft expedient to in- 
fure fuccefs in cafe of a contrary event. 

It is therefore refolvcd, 

Firft, That in cafe of arupture with the Nabob, 
and the Nabob fhould march towards Patna, in or- 
der to attack our troops and factories there, they 
fhall enteavour to poffefs themfelves of the city, if 
they think they can accomplifh it without much 
lofs, and there remain until they fhall receive fur- 
ther orders from us or Major Adams. But if they 
fhould think that by attacking the city they runa 
rifk of failing in the attack, or lofing of many mens 
they muft then take fuch. poft as they think they 
can beft defend themfelves in, and if they can, co- 
ver the factory until they fhall receive further or- 
ders, as above mentioned. That in either cafe they 
muft be careful to fecure all the provifions they 
can of every kind, and alfo draught and carriage 
bullocks. 

Secondly, That in cafe of a rupture with the 
Nabob, and he fhould remain at Mongheer, the 
Patna party fhall act as in the firft cafe. 

Thirdly, That in cafe of a rupture, and the Na- 
bob marches down this way, the Patna parry fhall, 
after attacking, and poffefling themfelves of the ci- 
ty, move down as far as Ruinulla, to be in greater 
readinefs to join Major Adams, and there wait for 
orders from Major Adams, unlefs from an alteration 
of circumftances, their own difcretion fhall direct 
them to aét otherwife. 

That in any of the foregoing cafes, thefe are our 

N 2 prefent 
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y relent thoughts; but that we do not mean by fuch 
a plan to rcftriét them from taking: any advantage 
that may offer, in cafe of a rupture declared. 

This plan being fettled for the Patna party in cafe 
of a rupture, the queftion is put. 

Fiow they fhall be informed of a rupture, or what 
they fhal conftrue as fuch ? 


AIr. Johniftone’s Opinion. 


Mr. Johnfione thinks the Nabob’s ftopping our 
communication by letter, and moving in confe- 
quence with his army and artillery towards Patna, 
when the.e is no other enemy in the country adja- 
cent, againft whom he may have caufe to move, 
or ought in reafon to be believed, that he direéts 
his march, or the march of his army this way, at- 
tended by any correfpondent aéts of hoftility of his 
forces ftationed at, or round Patna, fuch as ftop- 
Ping their provifion.and communication with the 
country, or oppofing our peop'e in the execution 
of their bufinefs, might, in the prefent circumftan- 
ces, be conttrued by them as a rupture, and that 
they might immediately proceed to act as direéted 
in the plan. 

Phe Prefident’?s Opinion. 


“The Prefident thinks Mr. Johnftone’s propofal 
is extremely vague, and Jeaves it in the power of 
the gentlemen at Patna, by an error in judgment, 
to involve us Ina war which we would rather avoid; 
and therefore would propofe, that the orders to the 
gentlemen at Patna fhould. be after this manner. 
<< That they will be inftantly informed by us, if we 
<< fhould be obliged to declare a rupture with the 
<< Wabob, and that therefore they muft wait for 
<< fuch information before they at upon the plan 
<< laid down, keeping in the mean time well on 
«< gheir guard, and defending themfelves y the 

‘¢ CCom- 
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< Company’s rights againft all attacks. That he 
< propofes thefe limited orders the rather, becaute 
< he looks upon the parry at Patna to be of fucha 
<€< f{treneth as to run no rifk from any attack of the 
te che INaboab’s.” 

The queftion being, put to the reft of the Board 
which of thefe opinions fhould be adopted. 

The opinions of Meffrs. Watts, Marriott, Haft- 
ings, Cartier, and Billers, agree to the Prefident’s,. 


Mr. Batfon’s Opinion. 
Mr. Batfon is of Mr. Johnftone’s opinion, be- 


caufe, after the Nabob has once commenced ho- 
ftilities again@t us, the tying up our party at Patna 
from acting on the offenfive, as well as the defen- 
five, will give him an advantage, and fubjecét us to 
a difadvantage, in cafes of exigency that may 


happen. 
Major Adams’s Opinion. 


Miajor Adams thinks the gentlemen at Patna 
ought not to commence hoftilities without the or- 
ders of the Board, but that, fhould the Nabob 
march a large force towards Patna, without any 
apparent reaion, or otherwife commit any act of ho- 
{tiliry, they flhould rake any ftep for thcir own fe- 
curity, even tothe taking the city of Patna, if it 
fhould be deemed abfolutely mnecefiary, and there 
defend themfelves withcut proceeding further, un- 
til they receive the orders of the Board. 


Opinion of the Majority, and Refolution in Confe- 
quence. 


The Majority of the Board being of the Pre- 
fident’s opinion. Agreed, that we write to Patna, 
and tranfmit them a copy of thefe refolutions for 
their Government. 

N 3 AT. 


i 
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Wr. Johnftone’s Diffent. 


Mr. Johnftone begs leave to diffent from this re- 
folution of the majority, ordered to be tran{mitted 
to Patna, becaufe he thinks the reftraining the gen- 
tlemen there from acting offenfively till they have 
notice from hence of our Ceclaring a breach with 
tae Nabob, although he may proceed to direct 
open aéts of hoftility againft them, is giving the 
Nabob all the advantage he could defire, fhould his 
refolucion be to attack that detachment the farft, in 
hopes of overpowering it before our army can arrive 
to its affiftance. 

The very inrention of our Council, Mr. John- 
{tone underftood was, to prevent the ill confequen- 
ces that might attend a ftoppage of our correfpon- 
dence by letter, by the Patna party not having di- 
rections how to aéct in cafe the Nabob began hoftili- 
ties, and prevented our intelligence, by removing 
the dauks, and ftopping all letters. Should the 
Nabob march towards Patna, we can expect no no- 
tice of it but from the Chief there, which, as the 
dauks will of courfe be removed, may very proba- 
bly not reach us in lefs than ten or twelve days. As 
more may elapfe before they receive the Board’s de- 
claration of a rupture, by which they are tied up 
at leaft twenty days, not to attempt any thing 
againft the Nabob or the city of Patna, tho’ their 
only hope of taking it depends on their attempting 
it before the Nabob can reach it, and their circum- 
{tances in regard to provifion, and many other re- 
fpećts, may be fuch, as that their prefervation may 
gveatly depend on their carrying it. In war, to 
prevent and defeat the defigns of an enemy, is al- 
lowed to be juft as well as prudent; but this li- 
berty, fo effential to felf-prefervation, is denied to 
pur fellow-fervants, though ever fo fair occafion 


may offer. Mr. Johnftone is not more for their de- 
claring, 
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claring war and beginning hoftilities the firft, than 
any other gentleman at the Board, but he thinks it 
ought, and may be very reafonably lcfc to the pru- 
dence of the gentlemen at Patna to judge what are 
open acts of hoftility on the part of the Nabob, wha 
is already armed, and bids us defiance. 

It is further refolved, 

That if a rupture does happen, Major Adams 
fhall march with the King’s Regiment, and all the 
Company’s troops at Ghyretty and Calcutta, Cap- 
tains Broadbrook’s and Miaclean’s battalions of Sea- 
poys compleated, a'fo Captain Champion’s company 
of military from Jellafore, together with the fol- 
lowing artillery, viz. two twelve pounders, fix 
fix pounders, and two howitzers. The Major is 
therefore defired to make the neceffary lifts of 
{tores accordingly. And it is furcher refolved, that 
feven companies of Seapoys from Jellafore, and 
three from Burdwan, fhall, in fuch cafe, be ordecr- 
ed to Calcutta to compleat the two battalions, to 
go with Major Adams, and ferve for the duties of 


the Prefidency. 


On the 18th we received the following letter 
from Mr. Ellis and his Council, which will fhew 
how near to a crifis the difputes were approaching 
at Patna, and the fatal contempts and inveteracy 
in which they held the Nabob and his forces, 


Y 4. 


OUR favour of the 24th ultimo we received 
the 2d inftant, and immediately difpatched 
the letter inclofed therein to the Nabob. As far as 
we can judge, he inclines not to pacific meafures, 
for fince the receipt of your letters of the 7th and 
1oth ultimo, he has been conftantly fending troops 
into this city ; the commanders of his forces in dif- 
4 ferent 





Letter from Patna. 
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ferent parts of the country hereabouts, are under 
orders to affemble at Patna, and fome of them 
are actually in motion, by which it feems as if he 
intended a blow at this party: on that head, how- 
ever, we are perfectly eafy ; but under the deepeft 
concern for the fate of the city, which we are 
hourly apprehenfive will be plundered by the li- 
centious undi:ifciplined rabble within its walls: 
the fuburbs are already entirely deftroyed, and the 
wre:ched fituation of people of all ranks, is more 
eafy to conceive than defcribe. 

Mecr Mindy Cawn is the name of the perfon 
whom the Wabob has appointed his Naib here, 
but to this time he has not paid the Chief the ufual 
compliment of acguainting him with his arrival.—— 
Hie carries on the preparations for attack or defence 
(for as yet we know not which to call them) with 
more vigour than his predeceffior, and thereby adds 
to the terror and alarm of the inhabitants. 

The night before laft the whole of his people 
were under arms till the morning. Great part of 
yefterday the gates were kept fhut, and the relief 
of our hofpital-guard refuted admittance, upon 
which the Chief wrote him a letter, a copy of it we 
now inclofe, as likewife of his anfwer. The guard 
has been fince admitted, but the Burbunna-gate 
{till remains fhut. : 

-Itis commonly taiked that the Nabob has fent 
this Mindy Cawn to drive out the Englifb, but 
you wiil judge that there is not much danger to be 
apprehended from a man whofe talent feems chiefly 
to lie in founding his own praife; his infolence 


2 


may, however, reduce us to the difagreeable necefity 
of taking the city from him. 

With the greateft difficulty we have collected 
money fufficient to pay our Europeans for this 
month, and our Seapoys for March, and have not 
at this time a fingle Rupee in cath, we therefore 


requett 
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requeft you will take the moft fpeedy method of 
fupplying us. ; 

a A- Mr. Johnftone, who had already twice 
interrupted the public bufinefs by perfonal reflec- 
tions on the Prefident, for the diftinétion made by 
the Nabob in his letter to Mahomed Aly of the 
Company’s duftuck, and the Prefident’s own, 
again refumed the fame fubjeét in the following 
minute, in confultation of the 148th, to which is 
fubjoined the Prefident’s reply. 





Extract of Confultation of the 18th April 1763. 


Mir. Johnftone’s Azure. 


Mr. Johnftone begs leave to remark, in anfwer 
to the Prefident’s Minute of the 28th March, 
that the true tranflation of the paragraph of the 
Nabob’s letter to Mahomed Aly, n°. 29, hereto 
fubjoined, done by Mr. Gulfton, is very different 
from that which Mr. Vanfittart appeals to, and 
{tands entered in the country correfpondence, and 
which Mr. Johnftone objected to at that time, 
though by not then being able to get the original, 
it could not be altered ; the very letter produced 
by the Prefident, which though wrote, after the 
appearance of this order of the Nabob’s, he would 
refer to as a proof that no agreement of this kind 
had ever been mentioned betwixt him and the Na- 
bob, plainly and exprefsly declares the fame fenfe 
of the paragraph that we have followed, referring 
to the Gomaftahs of Mr. Vanfittart’s private bu- 
nefs, who might have either the Company’s or his 
own private duftuck, that they fhould not be im- 
peded further. 

It dows not appear from any line in the Nabob’s 
letter that the Governor’s trade was {topt, nor any 


inftance 
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anftance or place referred to, which would have 
Been the cafe, and particularized 3; it may be fup- 
pofed, as well in regard to them as to his parti- 
cular Gomaftah, Coja Warris. 

By this and many other of the Nabob’s public 
letters and orders, it appears he confidered, and 
directed 9 per cent. to be levied on whatever goods 
are purchafed, being the produce of this country, 
without regard to their being for exportation or 
inland trade. 

s ‘The Governor writes to me that you in- 
< terrupt his own Gomaftah. Notwithftanding 
<* in the paper of regulations there is no diftinétion 
“<< of private and public, yet as the Governor is my 
€ friend, I accordingly writeto you not to impede 
* the Gomaftah of his private trade, that may 
<< have with him either the Governor’s or the 
<< Company’s duftuck.?? 


The Prefident’s Reply. 


In anfwer to Mr. Johnftone’s further minute I 
obferve, that the only difference between Mr. 
Rogers’s tranflation of the pofticript of the Nabob’s 
letter to Mahomed Aly and Mr. Gulfton’s, is, that 
in the firft it ftands the Gomafitah, in the other, rhe 
fatd Gomaftah;, but whether the Nabob’s intention 
was general or particular, al] that I affert is, that 
I never defired, nor would accept of any privilege 
for. my Gomatftahs, over thofe of the reft of the 
Gentlemen in the fervice; and that I never fealed 
duftucks with any other than the Company’s ufual 
duftuck feal. My letter to the WNabob, n°. 2. 
dated 24th January, contained the complaint I 
mentioned of two parcels of my own goods being 
{topt, with the Company’s duftuck, under the 
charge of Ramnaut Hioldar and Coja Afkafuk, be- 
longing to Coja Warris; and it was in a: 

O 
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of that complaint the Nabob fent the orders in 
quettion to Mahomed Aly, in which the complaint 
of Coja Afkafuk and Coja Warris, is particularly 
noticed. As foon as I gota fighr of thefe orders, 
I wrote the Nabob (as by the extraét entered in 
confultation the 28th March) to let him fee that 
1 did not mean to have any particular indulgence 


for my own Gomattahs, but expected equal juftice 
with others. 


A 5.— Metirs. Amyatt and Hay remained fome 
time at Coffimbuzar, waiting for the Nabob’s ap- 
probation of their vifit to proceed. His firft an- 
{wer upon this fubjeét contained an indirect refufal, 
but as a letter had becn wrote to him, which re- 
prefentred in very {trong terms the neceffity of fuch 
a conference, and infitted on a pofitive anfwer 3; it 
was agreed to wait for his anfwer, which arrived 
on the 2oth, and figniffied, though reluctantly, his 
confent to receive the deputation. ‘This letter be- 
ing laid before the Board, it was determined by 
the majority, after a long debate, that Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay fhould proceed. The Nabob’s 


Jetters and debates upon this laft, I {hall enter, as 
follows. 


Copy of a Letter from the WNabob fo she 


Governor. 
Dated 2 April 1763- 


Have been favoured with your letter of the 24th 
of March : I did not expeét that while I was go- 
ing to take another country, you would fend troops 
into mine; you fometime ago wrote me, while at 
Battea, that the bufinefs of the Company in the 
diftricts was obítrućted, and that you fhould fend 


people 
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people to prevent it; but you did not write 
that you would feize and carry away my Aumiuils, 
and difgrace them. I do not write anfwers to Mr. 
E.llis’s letters on this account, becaufe from the 
beginning he had one meaning in his mouth, and 
another in his heart, and acted contrary to what he 
wrote; as in the affair of the opium, where he 
took a bond from all the merchants, by which he 
was to purchafe it himfelf; and for this Mr. Ellis 
wrote to Nobit Roy ; but concerning the falt- 
petre, which is the Company’s own bufinefs, he 
wrote nothing, nor did he afk any queftions re- 
lative to it, but at once fent Seapoys, and feized 
the Aumil of Tacgepoor, whom he accufed of im- 
peding the fale-petre, and carried him away ‘bound. 
As the falt-petre bufinefs is of the greateft im- 
portance, it was proper that he fhould write in the 
fame manner as he did about the opium. When 
Seapoys were fent, Rajah Nobit Roy fent his 
Chubdar to him, to know on what bufinefs they 
were going into the Pergunnahs: Mr. Ellis an- 
{wered, that when they returned from their bufinefs 
he would know. A copy of Nobit Roy’s letter 
I inclofe. If any one had refufed to liftento him, 
then he might have fent people to prevent his 
bufinefs being obftructed, not to bind and carry 
away my Officers. I before wrote you that I was 
coming to Rajemohull, and would act according 
to your directions, but not regarding this, you fent 
people to the diftric€ts and created difturbances. 
Unable to help myfelf, I have defifted from all 
duties. 

If notwithftanding this, you fend people to the 
Pergunnahs, I fhall doubtlefs imagine you have 
another ally in view. 

With regard to your fending Mr. Amyatt, I 
before wrote that of mercantile affairs, nothing is 


left to be fettled. I have now only the revenues 
of 
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of a {mall parcel of land. If you fend him to re- 
gulate this, let me know. As to mercantile af- 
fairs, I have relinquifhed every thing, and no- 
thing remains for him to negociate. In future 
fhouldi you have any thing to do in refpeét to the 
revenues of land, doit with fome other perfon. 

In regard to the expreffion of /ervants and men 
of low condition, which is thought to reflecét on 
the Gentlemen of Council ; hitherto I have had 
no knowledge of the Gentlemen of Council: The 
fervantand mean-fpirited, is whatever perfon makes 
a difference between the reputation and bufinefs of 
the Company and mine, and endeavours to create 
difturbance and difputes between us, and what can 
be more plain and exprefs than this? In a place 
where one man or letter of yours would be fufficiente 
to clear your bufinefs, and carry it on in a proper 
manner, there to fend Seapoys (fervants and men 
of low condition) and companies of Seapoys to 
take my Officers and carry them away bound, and 
do their utmoft to make difturbance between you 
and mes confider, Sir, whether this is a proceedings 
of men of low character, or of men of rank and 


dignity ? 


iA ga 





Copy of a Letter from the Wabob 


zo rhe Governor. 


Dated rr April 1763- 


you write me, that ‘° If you and the Gentle- 
men of Council were inclined to bring on a rup- 

ss ture, the difpuces and hoftile proceedings in fe- 
<< veral places would have given fufficient occafion 
<< for declaring it immediately ; but that a ruptures 
s< and che {etting up another Nazim, is by no 


9 ‘€ means 


qT Elave received your friendly letter, in which 
ac 
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‘< means your defire, for which reafon you had 
< appointed’ Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Flay, to confer 
<e with me, that the difturbances might be put 
<< an end to, and our friendfhip confirmed, and 
< that befides the article of cuftoms, they had 
<< other articles in charge ; therefore I fhould 
<< write ro thefe two Gentlemen, defiring them in 
< a friendly manner to come ; for with refpeét to 
<e the cuftoms, the orders lately given by the 
<< Sircar were not confiftent with the Company’s 
<< rights and interefts ; and that if I fhould refufe to 
<< confer with thofe two Gentlemen, it would oc- 
‘© cafion a rupture between us.” Sir, it is fur- 
prifing that you do not fee the actions of your 
own people, and will not give credit to them. 
Wotwithftanding the treaties between us and the 
country, and money I have given for the Com- 
pany’s army, the only favour fhewn me on all fides, 
is the fending troops and feizing the Aumils of the 
diftriéts of Dacca, attacking and beating the Tan- 
nadars of Jatirapoor, and on the Patna-fide taking 
my Aumils, and keeping them in prifon: What 
are greater hoftilities than thefe ? It is furprizing 
that you do not fee the difturbances of your own 
people, and will derive every thing tending to 
hoftilities from my words and letters 3; and having 
prepared an army, the Gentlemen hold themfelves 
ready to begin a war with me. 
I am really lruck with amazement! 

With refpeét to Mr. Amyatc and Mir. Tiay, I 
before wrote, that if they came only ona vift, my 
houfe was theirs. | 

Now I write again, that if they come with only 
one or two companies of neceflary attendants, I 
have no objeétien ,; but I muft remark, that on the 
one fide you ufe only violent meafures,while on the 
other, looking towards the treaties etween US, 
you fend to confer. A conference attended with 

fuich 
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fuch unreafonable violences never was heard of in 
any country, and certainly there will be nothing 
contrary to cuftom. 

By what you write on other articles of bufinefs, 
befides the cuftoms, I underftand chat for this re- 
maining country, which is left to my lot, you have 
appointed me Aumil, or regard me as WY adadar, 
or Zemidar, or Gomaftah, or Miuttafuddy ; that 
the other articles of bufinefs, exclufave of the 
cuftoms, you have given in charge to the faid 
Gentlemen. à 

Write me fully and explicitly of this, that I 
may be acquainted, and act accordingly. 


Extra of Confultation of the 20th April 1763> 
(prefent, Meffrs. Vanfittart, Batfon, Cartier, 
Hlaftings, Johnftone, Marriott, and Watts. ) 


The WNabob’s letter of the arth inftant being 
read and debated on atthe Board, as alfo his an- 
{wer to Mr. Amyatt’s letter, wrote at the fame 
time. 

The queftion was put, Whether Mefirs. Amyatt 
and Hay fhould in confequence be recommended 
to proceed to Mongheer, and demand of the Na- 
bob a definitive anfwer to the points contained 
in their inftructions. 





Mr. Watts’s Opztinion. 


Mr. Watts is of opinion, That the prefent letters 
received from the Nabob are as evwafive as thofe 
read in confultation of the 11th of April, and that 
they are not in the leaft fatisfactory, therefore thinks 
from the treachery the Moors are famous for, and 
the Nabob’s difpofition and character, that it is 
unfafe for Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay to proceed 5 

5 but 
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but as every method ought to be tried to prevent 
a rupture, he. propofes that the letter be fent to 
thofe Gentlemen, and if they believe no rifque 
would attend them, he is of opinion, it would 
certainly be very proper for them to proceed to 
Mongheer, and demand a pofitive anfwer to their 
infitructions. 


Mr. Marriott’s Minute. 


Mr. Marriott is of opinion, That copies of the 
Nabob’s letters to the Prefident, and his letter to 
Mir. Amyatt, fhould be tranimitted to Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay, and that they fhould be recom- 
mended to.proceed to Mongheer, and require from 
the Wabob a definitive anfwer to every point of 
their inftructions, as being the moft fpeedy and 
en method of bringing things to a conclu-« 
ion. 


Mir. Johntftone’s Opinion. 


E think the Nabob gives not Mefirs: Amyatt 
and Hay any. greater encouragement to go on their 
deputation by the letters now before us, than in 
thofe he wrote of the 2d inftant. The Nabob only 
confents to receive their vifit if they come as friends, 
but without fatisfying us, he will treat with them 
on bufinefs, on which he had demanded a pofitive 
anfwer, and the expreffions of his letters induce 
me to think he will make ufe of this pretext, of his 
mot having, confented to enter on bufinefs, to de- 
cline treating on any of thefe points for which thefe 
Gentlemen are deputed: I would leave it to thefe 
Gentlemen to judge and decide, whether they have 
fufficient reafon to proceed in hopes of fuccefs 
from fuch an equivocal letter; and in the mean 
time would have all the fttores tranfported to 

Ghyretty, 
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Ghyretty, and all the other preparations made, 
agreeable to the intent of Major Adams; _ thac 
whatever refolution be taken hereafier, a day may 
not be Joft in waiting after we have determined. 


Wr. Fiaftings’s Opinicn- 


The Nabob in my judgment plainly declares, 
That he is very willing to receive Mr. Amyatt’s 
vi^, and only expreff~s his fears, Icft he fhould 
be going upon fome hoftile intention. For this 
reafon, and to puta {top to the infurrections which 
thefe difputes have given rife to in the province of 
Bahar, and the alarm fpread through bath pro- 
vinces, I think Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay fhould 
proceed without lofs of time on their deputa- 
tion. 


Adr. Cartier’s Opinion. 


Mr. Cartier is of the fame opinion with Mr. 
Marriott. 


Nir. Batfon’s Opinion. 


In the fenfe I underftand the Nabob’s letter, Fe 
{till refufes to treat with Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay 
on any matters cf bufinefs, and ftill continues in 
the fame evil difpofition towards us: I therefore 
think it improper for thefe Gentlemen to proceed 
on their deputation. 


The Prefidents Opinion, and that of the Mayori’y- 


The Prefident agrees in opinion with Mr. 
Marriott, and that appearing alfo to be the opinion 
of the majority. 


Vou. I. Refelution 
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Refolution in Conlequence. 


Agreed, That we do write accordingly to Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay. 





B 5. Whilft tbis Potut was zz debate, zhe 
Jollowing Metter was received from the 
Chief and Council at Patna, zo the Board. 


Dated 41 April :762. 


i” is highly meceffary that you fhould bring 
matters to a fpeedy iffue with the Nabob, for 
the difafFeéted ZMemindars, and other malecontents 
taking the advantage of his infamous and foolifh 
Behaviour, are ring up in arms, and threaten de- 
ftruction to the country. Fie has already loft 
Battea, and we have intelligence that Comgar Cawn, 
Baboo Cawn, and fome other Chiefs are plundering: 
the country about Daoudnagur: the Baugepoor 
FRajihs are alfo affembling forces on the other fide 
of the river, and we daily expect to hear of their 
entering and poffefling, themfelves of their ancient 

domains. | 
Whatever was the defign of thofe Gentlemen in 
painting in tuch {trong colours the troubled ftate of 
the province of Bahar, it could not but have fome 
weight with the Board, in fhewing the neceffity 
of putting an end as fpeedily as poffible to our dif- 
putes with the Nabob, and muft have afforded a 
convincing argument of the little inclination the 
INabob could have to protraét them, fince the con- 
fequences fhewed themielves fo fatal to his country’s 

and deftructive ro his Govirnmente. 

At the fame time, for the fake of truth, it muf 
be obferved, that the whole ftory was without foun- 
Hariui; 
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dation, it being well known that the province ne- 
ver enjoyed a {tate of more perfect tranquillity. 
Not a Zemindar in the country ever lifted up his 
hand again{ft the Nabob from the beginning of our 
troubles, and Comgar Cawn in particular, upon 
the far{ft call joined him with all his forces. 

The averfion which the Nabob fhewed to Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay’s vift, is very apparent through 
every one of his letters, and the reafon is as ob- 
vious. Hite was now firmly perfuaded by Mr. 
E.llis’s condudét, and the approbation it met from, 
the Board, that they were refolved to break with 
him, and he well knew Mr. Amyatt’s connec- 
tions with that Gentleman, and his difaffection 
to himfelf. Thefe circumftances added to the 
report (which he readily believed) of our forces 
being aétually on the march againft him, made 
him conceive that the propofed negociation was 
only a blind to other defigns, and that Mefirs. 


Amyatt and Hay were going to conduct or affiift 
them. 


On the 2d of May a letter arrived from the Na- 
bob, addrefied to the Company, of which the fol- 
lowing is a tranflation. 


C 5.——Copy of a Letter from the Nabob ta 
the Company. 


Dated 21 April 1763. 


H E particulars of the ruinous ftate of Ben- 

gal, you will have been doubtlefs acquainted 

with, from the writings of Mr. Vanfittart your Go- 

vernor, and the other Gentlemen of the Council: 
the fame I will briefly lay before you. 


O 2 Khe 
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The Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffer Cawn, by 
the afMfiftance of ColJonel Clive, became Nazim of 
Bengal; but by reafon of the infirmities of old 
age, he was incapable of beftowing that attention 
which was neceffary to the adminiftration of affairs, 
efpecially after the death of his fon, by a ftroke 
of lightning, when an excefs of grief and af- 
ftiction deprived him of the exercife of his reafon 
and underftanding, and added to the infirmities of 
old age. 

At this time the Prince of the empire, whilft 
his father was yet. in poffeffion of the throne, by 
reafon of the Ornrah’s coming down from Delly, 
arrived in the diftriéts of Patna, and caufed great 
troublts there. 

Although Shah Aulumegheer his father wrote 
to Meer Mahomed Jafier Cawn, to fend the Prince 
to his prefence 3; yet as the Prince had no faxed re- 
dence, the endeavours of the Nabob aforenamed, 
and of the Englifh army, were produéctive of no 
profirable effect, whilft the revenues of the country 
were entirely obftruéted,- and the bufinefs alfo of 
the Company’s commerce was miuch impeded. 

muring this confufion the Nabob aforementioned 
became indebted about two crore of Rupees to his 
army and the troops of the Company, befides the 
debt owing to the Sircar of the Company, from the 
Wabob sforeramed, of which, from his extreme 
nepligenae and want of authority, he was unable to 
difeharge the * {malleft part; and he was reduced to 
fuch an extremity, that the army furrounded and 
turmuitttoufly gathered about him every day for 
their arr ars, whilft the demands of the royal 
Sreafury became more preffing:: befides this, he 
was indebted ro Other merchants, and the Marattas 


a i a a a a acca pe R 
The zroth of a roth. 
lay 
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lay at the diftance of five or fix cofs from Moor- 
fhedabad, increafing the general diforder, and pof- 
feffing themfelves of the whole country. Upon 
this occafion, the honour and dignity of the Nabab 
aforenamed, was openly attacked by the hands of the 
army and other people, who furrounded his houfe, 
antcrowd<d upon, and underneath his walls, loading 
him with opprobrious language, and raining {tones 
and bricks upon him. 

When I faw things come to this pafs, and the 
army, and the people, who, from the profpcé of 
their impending: ruin, had applied themfelves to 

2e, were a little appeafeds I offered myfelf as fe- 
curicy for the arrears of the army, and I fatish#ed 
the people, then, by the means of Mr. Haftings, 
i made known to the Governor, Mr. Vanfittarr, 
the extremity to which my hcnour was reduced, 
the univerfai confufion which reigned in the Ni- 
zamut, that all methods had proved ineffectual, 
and that the people and the army had applied them- 
felves to me, and therefore I defired him to come 
and afft me. 

The Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, feeing the dif- 
orderly ftate of the Nizamur, and of the currency 
of the Company’s affairs, judged it highly ad- 
vifeable that I fhould be invefted with the di:eétion 
of the affairs of the country, and the command cf 
the forces of the Nabob aforenamed: with this 
view he came with fome of his Council to Moor- 
fhadabad, and advifed the Nabob, in thefe terms, 
<< Io you remain at cafe and in quiet in the place, 
‘<< and entruft all your affairs to him, who will 
s< ferve you with his heart and life, and effectually 
cc reftore good order to your country.’’ 

‘The Nabob aforenamed not confenting to re- 
main at Miooorfhedabad, immoveably declared, that 
lhe wou'd go to Mecca, and accordingly with this 
dcfign departed to Calcutta, where 1 have ever 

3 {ince 
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fince remitted a monthly fum for his fubfiftance.— 
For this caufe, regarding the welfare of the people, 
and the prefervation of my own honour and cha- 
racter, which were united with the Nabob afore- 
Mamed, I ftrenuoufly applied myfelf to the ma- 
magement and eftablifhment of the affairs of thefe 
provinces. 

The Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, reprefented to 
me that the Company fuffered a great lois by the 
heavy expences of the Englifh forces, a d he de- 
fired that I wouid affign a tract of lanc _. their 
pay, and they fhould attend me, and be of fervice 
to me. I replied, that I would pay them ready 
money. When he confented not to this, exclu- 
fively of the ready money, effects, lands, and the 
farm of fait-petre, given by the Nabob Meer 
Jaffer Cawn, I affigned three diftric€ts, which pro- 
duced an income of fifcy Lacks of Rupees, for the 
charges of the forces of the Companys; that they 
might collect the rents as they pleafed, and apply 
them to the defraying of their expences, and when 
called upon, afford me affiftance: befides this, I 
furnifhed five Lacks of Rupees as an affiftance, 
which was necefiary for the charges of the Com- 
pany’s forces in the fiege of the fort of Pondicherry, 
alfo twenty Lacks of Rupees, the debt owing from 
the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jafier Cawn, I entirely 
difcharged. 

At that time, the troubles caufed by the Prince 
increafing, I marched from Moorfhedabad to the 
province of Bahar, expecting to be alfifted by the 
Company’s forces 5; and as the father of Shah * Au- 
lum was dead, I addrefied the Shaw, requefting, 
that whatever improper meafures had been taken 
by Meer Mahomed Jather Cawn, be would pardon 





The Name afiumed by the Prince on the death of his father. 
my 
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my offences, and the fums due to the imperial 
Sircar, I would pay: but feveral Gentlemen and 
Chiefs of the Company’s forces [of whom there 
were at that time many difmiffions and changes ]} 
making certain agreements with the Prince, con- 
ducted him to Patna, and affociating with fome of 
the Muttafuddies + of the Nizamut, and having 
taken the fort of Patna into their own pofieffion, 
they laid me under a heavy expence to my troops 
for x months, and ftrove to throw all my affairs 
into diforder.——By the bleffing of Gop, Mr. 
Vanfittart remaining firm to his treaty and agree- 
ment, called feveral Gentlemen from Patna to 
Calcutta, fo that their dcfigns proved abortive 3 
and by paying and promifing, I prevailed upon 
Shah Aulum to return toward the imperial city. 

What I have done thefe three years for the wel- 
fare of the people, the care of the country, the 
prefervation of your friendfhip, and the currency 
of your affairs, is as manifeft as the fun. There is 
no occafion for me to write it, and without doubt 
you have been fufficiently informed of it from the 
addreffes of your Governor, Mr. Henry Vanfittart. 

The condition of thefe three years, how fhall I 
write, and what I have fuffered, and yet fuffer, 
from the hands of feveral Gentlemen. The fame 
of enmity every day rifes higher: whatever they 
pleate they .do, binding and carrying away my 
©fmicers , whatever comes in their mouths they 
fpPeak, and they place guards upon my houfes and 
forts, 

On any taxable goods imported, I have never 
troubled them tor one Rupees; and fuch of the 
moft valuable commodities of the country as they 


* 
7 


have bought and carried to other ports, have 
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+ Miinifters. 
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Fated in like manner, without any demand from 
me for duties upon them: yet not contented with 
this extenfive trade in all ar-.icies free from duties, 
they carry on a trade in many things not cuf- 
tomary ; fuch as dried fiih, ftraw, bamboos, beetle- 
mut, falc, tobacco, timbers, and other trifling ar- 
ticles, which ufed to afford the means of fubfiftence 
to the poor and indigenr in the country, nor are 
fit for exportation, nor can produce any profit to 
tie Company; and for their own trade and ad- 
van-age they raile difputes. 

By fuch means the poor, and the inhabitants of 
the country were reduced to, ard {kill continwe in 
ruin and miitery. Of all thefe matters I wrete re- 
peatediy to the Governor, Mir, Vanfittarr. Altho” 
he did not contider, nor do juttice to the poor, 
nor redrefs their opprefiiors, yet for my fake he 
came to me, and agreeing to a {mall duty on goods 
bought and fold in the country, he returned to Cal- 
cuttra. But leveral gentlemen of the Council not 
regarcing the words or acts of the Governor, pro- 
ceeced to improper and unbccoming meafures, and 
fix d the roor of enmity fo deep, that there was no 
relource left in Bengal, and the dilorcers of the Ni- 
zamut are daily encreafing. Whatever Ilay or write 
upon this occafion thefe gentlemen will net confi- 
der, nordomejultice. Dilregarding the treaty and 
good name of the Company, they delire not to ab- 
ftain from hurting tireir own character with the 
Company, nor to abi.c by Our apreement. 

But I have one hope yet left in the julftice of the 
Company, fince in the prefence of the Comebpany 
the iniquity of any one, whether relation or itran- 
ger, fervant or triend, meets not with countenance 3 
and fuch practices as tend to the fubverfion cf che 
country, and the ruin cf the inhabitants, will, up- 
on no account, be approved of by you. Atlur- 

edule, 
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edly, on hearing thefe things, you will gracioufly 
befriend me, and I, for my own part, ever atten- 
tive to the friendfhip, the confirmation of the uni- 
on, and the obfervance of the treaty and agreement 
with the Company, which I have in my hands un- 
der the ieal of the Company, do remain and will 
continue in quiet and forbearance to the utmoft of 
my power. I have that reliance on your friend- 
fhip and benevoience, that you will, in the ftrict- 
eft manner, enjoin the Chiefs of the army, and 
the gentlemen that refidsz in or may come into thofe 
parts, to afiift and befriend me according to the 
treaty and agreement, nor in contradiction thereto, 
to labour at introducing difurders into the country, 
and amoneft the inhabitants. 

It is proper that you grant me an anfwer to this 
addrefs, that hereafter I may have a written pledge 
of your affection and kindnefs to fhew to thefe gen- 
tlemen, that your affairs and mine may be con- 
ducted in a proper manner. [In this view I fhaill 
ufe my endeavours, and labour with my heart and 
life in promoting the fuccefs of your affairs. 

If you refufe me this, this province, on which 
your commerce and my Nizamut depend, will be 
one entire {cene Of ruin and mifery, without any re- 
fource left; and with the payments to the Royal 
Treafury, the charges of the army, and other ne- 
cellary expences, I fhall be involved in inextricable 
diftreffes. For your information I have reprefented 
this. What more fhall I trouble you with? 

May the degree of your wealth and profperity be 
fer ever increafing 
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D 5.— Oz the goth of May we received the fol- 
lowing Letter from the Chief and Council at 
Patna. 


7 E have received your favour of the 14th in- 

ítant, with the refolutions of the Board, 
which, as far as we can comprehend them, will not 
allow us to conftrue any act of the Nabob as ho- 
fiile, although ever fo greatly tending to our ruin, 
but are to wait until we have notice from you ofa 
rupture being declared. Who there may be to re- 
ceive your ‘commands. is hard to fay, but moft 
probably neither any of us, nor of the party now 
here, as we fhal! clearly evince. 

We have had, intelligence, (not from Hircarahs) 
that if the army fhould come from Calcutta, the 
Nabob intends marching here to attack us, in 
which cafe he will certainly remove our dauks, and 
cut off all communication by that channel. It will 
be the third day of his march befure we can receive 
certain advice of it, and a fingle coffid will be 
twelve days reaching Calcutta, provided he meets 
with no impediment 5 but it is more probable, that 
at fuch a juncture he never gets there, and frill 
more fo, that your anfwer never reaches us. How 
then are we to act? 

This factory, it is well known, is not tenable, 
if attacked from the city, and to abandon it will, 
amongft many other evils, give fuch a fhock to the 
fpirit of our troops as may induce the greateft part 
of our Seapoys (in whom our principal ftreneth con- 
ffs) to defert us and goto the Nabob, where they 
are better infured of fucceis, and will meet with 
ample encouragement, which has not been fpared 
even when there was no appearance of a rupture, 
to chofe who would detert with their arms. Ano- 
tier 
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ther fubftantial reafon why we cannot leave the fac- 
tory 1s, Our having put our ammunition, for it’s 
greater fecurity, in the lower parr of the houfe. The 
magazine, where it before Jay, being liable to be 
blown up by a common rocket. 

But let us fuppofe for a moment, that on the Na- 
bob’s marching againft us we quit the factory, and 
take poft. Are we to facrifice our furgeons and 
fick, who refide in the city? For it cannot be fup- 
pofed that they will be permitted to come out, or if 
they could, the fituation of moft of them is fuch, 
that their being brought inio the air will be attend- 
ed with certain death. WY hen we have fortified our- 
felves in this poft, our affairs are not at all mended, 
for the INabob has only to furround and ftarve us, 
whilft we, dying by inches, fit waiting for your 
Orcers, which can never arrive but with the army, 
which at foonef{t will be forty days after his march 
from Mongheer. FEtow are we to fubfift all this 
time P T'he Wabob feizes all provifions coming 
from Bengal, and fuch is the fcarcity here, that had 
ic not been for the gunge, which fo much pains 
was taken to abolifh, we had long ere now been 
obliged to take up arms to procure our daily fufte- 
mance. But was there plenty, we have not a Ru- 
pee to purchafe it; with the utmoft difficulty we 
have fcraped money together to pay our troops for 
thefe two months paft, and at this time have not 
íu ficient to ditcharge a fourth part of the demands 
that wiil be upon us in afew days, although we 
acquainted you of the lownefs of our cath as long 
azo as the 2d of February. 

This part, ’tis true, runs no rifk from the Na- 
bob, provided we are allowed to aét, and make 
the moft of evcry advantage that may offer; but if 
our hands are tied, our dceitruction becomes inevi- 
table. Sucha body asth’s muft ever act offenfively 
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and vigoroufly, and nip the defigns of the enemy 
in the bud. *Tis by fuch conduct only thar they 
can hope to preferve themfelwes, and furely it is juft 
and laudable to make ufe of every means Provi- 
dence has put in our power, to defeat the attacks of 
a cruel and faihlets enemy. 

Our fafety lies in maftering the city by a coup de 
main before the Nabob gets into it, for afterwards 
3t may be impracticable, and the confequence of 
our acting; on the defenfive any where but in the 
city, we have already pointed out. Our diftance 
from Calcutta is very great, and whenever the Na- 
bob marches this way, cur communication will be 
cut off, and moft probably not opened but by your 
army. 

If chercfore we fhould obey nature’s farft law, we 
hope we {hall not be found culpable, though it 
may not perfectly coincide with your orders. 

Wee cannot conclude without obferving to you, 
that we think we have no ways merited the dit- 
dence you exprefs, nor given the leaft reafon even 
to funfpect that we would involve the Company in a 
war, by any rafh and unprecedented ftep: we ra- 
ther think that we have given proof of a contra- 
ry difoofition, in bearing the many infults we have 
received, particularly fince Mindy Aly Cawn has 
been appointed Naib here, whofe people have even 
dared to abufe, and call us opprobrious names aloud 
from the walls. 

We flrall be as far as any to whom the manage- 
ment of the Company’s affairs are entrufted, from 
bringing them into difficulties, but when it is real- 
ly necefflary, fhall endeavour to act with a fpiritc 
that beccmes fubjecéts of Britain, and fervants of 
the greareft commercial body. 

Your letters are always one, and often two days 
earlier im date than any others from Calcutta, which 

2 gives 
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gives the Nabob a great advantage in point of intel- 
ligence. We cthercfore requeft you will order them 
to be difpatched with the utmoit expedition. 


E 5.—Copy ofa Letter from the Wabob fo rhe 


Governor. 
Dated the 2d cf May 1763- 


Hlave received with pleafure your friendly letter. 
You write that ** in the fame manner as the 
writers of mews and incendiary reports, had 
falfely informed me forces were difpatched by 
land and water, and through woods and moun- 
tains; they mutt have wrote upon the af- 
fair of the Sects, that the Engl:fh forces had been 
‘<< difpatched through their inftigations, and that 
thofe gentlemen were affociated with the Englifh, 
for which caufe they muft have fallen under my 
ee difpleafure. You write alfo that you underftood 
from Mr. Amyatt’s letters that Mahomed Trucky 
Cawn having taken the fame gentlemen from their 
<e houfe, had placed them in Eterajeel. The news 
of this procedure had greatly amazed you, be- 
<< caufe at the time thar I fat in the Mufnud cf the 
Nizamut, I, yourflelf, and the Seets were join- 
ed, and it was agreed that thefe being the princi- 
pal men of the country, it was proper to carry 
on the management of affairs thro’ their means. 
And alfo at the time you came to Mlongheer, 
you faid all that was to be faid concerning them ,; 
and now to carry them away with fuch indigni- 
ties 1s unbecoming, s this procedure is a diminu- 
tion of my character, and breach of faith be- 
tween you and myfelf, and will give a public re- 
proach to your good name and my owns; fuch 
a difg@race was never offered to them in the Go- 
wernment of any former Nazim, their bufinefs is 
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only commerce, nor have they ever affumed any 
concern in the affairs of the Government; and 
“© you defire that I will write to Meer Syed Maho- 
‘< med Cawn Bahadre to releafe them, that they 
may return to their own houfe.’’ 


Sir, your forces have not marched to Lucky- 
poor, neither have they entered Dacca, nor have 
they gone to Rungamattey, or Rungpoor, and 
where have they not committed violence, and what 
place or what diftriéts are free from them? And 
what day pafied that the dependents and compa- 
nies of the Englifh at Ghyretty and Calcutta do not 
raife reports of war and tumults, and troops march- 
ing from every quarter to Mongheer and Patna? 
That you write that the Fiircarahs and writers of 
news write falfehoods. The Hircarahs of necefiliry 
write what they hear. 

And in the affair of the Seets, no perfon has to 
this time ever wrote any thing, nor fpoken tò me 
concerning them. 

Now that you write to me with all thefe fpecious 
pretences, it 1s as manifeft as the fun, that under 
the Government of every Nazim of Bengal till 
now, Omichund (for inftance) and every other de- 
pendent of the Englifh, and thofe gentlemen too 
attended on the Nazim, and affifted in the affairs 
of the Sircar, at the fame time that they carried 
on their mercantile concerns. Gop be praifed that 
you yourfesf write that I faid, ** “Thefe gentlemen 
“© are of confequence, it is proper to carry on my 
<< affairs with their intervention.’”? For thefe three 
years that I have borne this burthen, and have re- 
peatedly wrote to thofe gentlemen to carry on their 
own bufinefs, and amift in the affairs of the Niza- 
mut, they paid not the leaft regard to my fum- 
mons, and have put a ftop to all their mercantile 
bufinefs; and have done all they could to throw the 

affairs 
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affairs of the Nizamut into confufion, and treating 
meas an enemy and outlaw, they refufed to come. 
INow chat I have fent my cople and brought 
them hither, it was not TE a they were intrigue- 
ing with the Englifh, &c. but for the management 
of fuch of my affairs as indiipenfibly required it. 
Since the beginning, this was agreed upon between 
us, that thefe gentlemen, &c. fhould always attend 
on the Nazim, and carry on both the bufinefs of 
the Nizamut and their own. 

As to your writing to me in this manner, and 
knitting your brows without reafon, and treating 
the covenants and treaties which are between us 
like children’s play, breaking entirely through 
them, if you have not any kind of connection with 
them, what other conftruction can I devife for this ? 
W hilt your people drag and carry away my au- 
mils, and keep them in confinement, in this unjuf- 
tifiable infolence of your people, which is overfet- 
tinge the treaty between us, there is no diminution 
of character nor breach of faith, nor caufe of re- 
proach between us, neither is any violation of the 
treaty in this. But when I fummon a man who is 
my own dependent, the treaty is broke, and my 
admiuniftration becomes weak, and my name fuffers 
in the fight of every one, but particularly in yours. 
O gracious Gop! This is a matter of aftonifhment 
which my underftanding cannot reach. — 

In a word, that thefe gentlemen from the frit 
day fwore and agreed, ‘*‘ That wherever my life 
< was, their life was, and where my bufinefs was, 
<< their bufanefs was.’?” Gop be praifed that this 
is a fact known to all the world. Now I have 
brougshcr them to ‘this place, that they may always 
be with me, and attend to my bufinefs and thcir 
own, according to cuftom. 

I know not whether what you write in behalf of 
theic Gentlemen be by way of interceffion for them, 

or 
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or whether their names are included in our former 
treaty, which you have recourfe to when you 
charge me with breach of faith, and violation of 
former agreements; and reproach me with weak- 
nefs and a bad name. Gop be praifed that I have 
fent for them with no other deGign than for the 
currency of bufinefs, and for their continuance in 
One place, nor, asin the cafe of Fukkooruttojar, 
have feized any perfon unjuftly, nor charged my 
confcience with the unjuft death’of any man. If 
you are refolved to put mifconftructions on every 
proper and rightful aétion, I am utterly without 
remedy; but if you regard equity, this matter is 
not of fuch confequence as to give occafion for fo 
much contention and reproach. 


(In the Nabob’s hand writing.) 


Sir, though it is agreed by the treaty between 
us, that I fhould never fay any thine in behalf of 
the fervants and dependants of the Company, nor 
you Gentlemen interfere in behalf of the fervants 
and dependants of the Nizamur, yet you, Gentle- 
men, have regarded all this as utterly obliterated, 
and in contradiction thereto, perfift in the viola- 
tion of the treaty, and defire to raife your name 
and your own cuftoms. I am remedilefs. 


The Nabob had never expreffed himfelf with fo 
much acrimony, nor betrayed the vehemence of 
his refentment fo ftrongly as in this letter, which 
feems to have been dictated from a fenfe of the 
deepeft injuries. It muft be confeffed, the pro- 
vocation was fufficient to draw fuch a recrimina- 
tion from the Nabob, upon the little account which 
we made of fcizing and imprifoning his Officers, 
whilff we were fo ready to reproach him for doing 
the fame to his own dependents. But what con- 
tributed at this time to make him the lefs relifh 

our 
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our remon{trance, was the news that he had juft 
received of the feizure of Mahomed Aly, which 
in confequence of our orders to the Chief and Coun- 
cil of Dacca they had effected, happily without op- 
pofition, and immediately fent him prifoner to Cal-« 
cutta. This treatment (however merited) of an 
Officer of fuch confequence, affeéted the Nabob 
more than all that had paffed, nor coul* he men- 
tion it with temper in any of his letters after this 
period. 

On the 30th of May we received the following 
Jetter from Mers. Amyatc and Hay, containing 
an account of their firft interview with the Nabob. 


F 5.——Copy ofa Letter from Mefirs. Amyatt 
and Flay, to the Governor and Counc). 


Dated 18 May 1762. 


E waited cen the Nabob the isth, to ac- 
quaint him of our refolutions. In con-« 
verfing on the different articles, we found it im- 
poffible to difcourfe feparately on them, and he 
defired us to write down what we had to fay to 
him 3; we delivered to him a Perfian tranflate we had 
made of our inftructions:. The fame being, read, 
he defired we would leave it with him, as alfo the 
Firmaunds, &c. which we acquiefced to. The 
next evening he fent his Moonfhy, Hafiz Iffara 
Cawn to us, to defire we would fign that Perfian 
tranflate, or draw out a lift of tuch demands as we 
were commiffioned to get complied with, which 
we accordingly did, and fent it to him figned and 
fealed, copy of which is here inferted. 

We again waited on him this morning, to defire 
his anfwer if he would comply with thefe articles, 
and give us the fatisfaétion required. He replied, 
it would take up fome time to confaider on them, 

Vox. IL and 
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and defired two days to give his anfwer. We had 
a good deal of converfation with him on different 
fubjcéts, in which it appeared he had confidered 
himfelf as in a ftate of war with us for fome time 
patt, and had iifued orders and made preparations 
accordingly, which has been the caufe of fome of 
the interruptions and infults our people have met 
with lately, and moft of the others he faid had been 
eccafioned by Mr. Vanfittart’s letter, which he hi- 
therto looked upon as a treaty the Governor had 
been authorized to enter into with him, which cau- 
fed him to fend thofe orders over the country to 
his Aumils, the executing of which we now fo 
much complain of. We remarked to him many 
of thofe’ interruptions we had laboured under be- 
fore that letter. 

As far as we can judge from our laft converfa- 
tion, he feems fomewhat convinced that our inten- 
tions are not hoftile, as long as he does not at- 
tempt to infringe our rights (of which we have 
ufed our beft endeavours to perfusade him,) and 
gives us fatisfaction for the loffes fuftained by in- 
fults offered to the Englifh by his Officers in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. This we are in hopes 
he will comply with, though he makes great ufe 
ef the argument of his having acted by Mr. Van- 
fittart’s agreement. We cannot write you at pre- 
fent with certainty of his intentions, but hope to 
be more fo in our next. 

We fhall again wait on him for a further €onver- 
fation on the many articles he is to comply with, 
Before the time appointed by him for giving his 
anfwer, to endeavour further to convince him of 
the reafonablenefs of them, when we fhall mention 
to him the moving our ‘Troops to Patna, which 
hitherto we have declined on account of his fuí- 
picons. 

This 
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‘This letter afforded fome hopes that the NWabob 
would fubmit to the demands, and thus our dif- 
putes be ended. But it appeared from his letters 
afterwards, that his difpofition for peace was little 
affifted by his converfation with Mrefirs. Amyatt 
and Hay, who inftead of allowing room for nego- 
tiation, or fhewing an equal willingnefs to hear and 
redrefs his grievances, perfifted only in requiring a 
determinate anf{wer to their own demands, which 
might as well have been infifted on by letter fronY 
Calcutta, without putting them to the rik, or 
trouble of fo longa journey. The Nabob com- 
plained much of this proceeding, and by fome pafə 
fages in his letters, appears to have been as little 
pleafed with the haughty ftile in which they ad- 
dreffed him. Whilft they in their turn retorted the 
{ame complaint upon him. But what were the Na- 
bob’s real intentions at this time, whether to fub- 
mit to neceflity and fign the articles, or by reject- 
ing them refer our differences to the chance of war, 
it is hard to judge. l | 

Cs z. W hilt our affairs were in this critical 
fufpence, a very unlucky circumftance happened, 
which gave a turn to the fcale, and threw every 
thing back into confufion. Some boats laden with 
arms for our troops at Patna, which had been dif- 
patched about two months before, paffing by Mon- 
gheer, were ftopt there by the guards. Mefirs. 
Amyattiand Hay. demanded their releafe, but the 
Nabob looking; upon this as a frefh proof of our 
defign to break with him, and natural'y concluding 
that thefe arms were to be employed againit him- 
felf, refufed to part with them unlefs our forces 
were removed from Patna; declaring, that whilft 
they continued there, employed as they had always 
been to intimidate the Officers of the Government, 
and fcreen the violences and oppreffions of Mr. El- 
lis, he could put no confidence in our profeffions. 

x 2 At 
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Nt the fame time, as a proof that his view in the 
aemana was only to prevent the ill ufe he knew 
Mr. Filis would make of thofe forces, he offered 
as an alternative, that they fhould continue there, 
provided that Mr. Ellis was recalled, and either 
Mr. Amyatt, Mr. M‘Gwire, or Mr. Haftings ap- 
pointed Chief in his room; otherwife he declared, 
that the detachment might be ordered down to 
Miongheer for his fervice and affiftance, according 
to the terms of our original treaty. In fhort he 
pretended, that the only object he aimed at was to 
obviate the mifchievous defigns of Mr. Ellis, by 
depriving him of the means of effecting them. 
The frit advice that we received of this affair, 
was in a letter from Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay, of 
the 26th of May, which inclofed at the fame time 
the Nabob’s reply to the demands of the Board, 
and was confirmed by their letters of the 29th and 
31ft of the fame month. 

Thefe letters, with tranflations of the demands 
prefented to the Nabob, with his reply annexed, 
are here inferted. 


Extract of a Letter from Neffrs. Amyatt and 
Hay fo the Governor and Counc. 


Dated 26th May 1763. 


E have not feen the Nabob thefe four days, 

he being indifpofed, which caufed us te im- 

portune him by letters for an anfwer to the feveral 
demands you ordered us to infift on his complying: 
with. MT his morning he fent it by Nobit Roy, 
which we now inclofe you. We had before flat- 
tered ourfelves he intended giving us a favourable 
one, though he all along continued to infift on our 
people being the aggrefiors, (and complained of 
our feizing his Aumils, when he was always ready 
tO 
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to redrefs our grievances) without entering: in- 
to juit arguments, but confining it to occurrences 
lately happened fmmce his orders iffued in confe- 
quence of Mr. Vanfittart’s letters; but he feemed 
to agree by his converfiation, that the method we 
now wanted our bufinefs to go on in, properly ob- 
ferved, was juft, and to appearance he was free from 
apprehenfions of our wanting to quarrel with him, 
but we now muft conjeéture this behaviour was 
only to delay time for fome purpofe or other. 

The boats with the arms for Patna arrived here 
yefterday, and were ftopt by the Nabob’s Chokey. 
We immediately applied for their releafe by letter, 
and gave them a duftuck mentioning they contain- 
ed arms, which they have kept, and the boats ftill 
continue detained. The Natob promifed an an- 
fwer by Nobit Roy this morning, who faid they 
were Cetained for having arms in them. 

The letter written him to-day we have fent, hop- 
ing it will have fome effect on his mind, reflecting 
that our going away muft neceffarily bring ona 
rupture, to prevent which, it may make him bear- 
ken to reafon, and he may fill be brought to com- 
ply with the articles required 3; therefore, if he de- 
fares us to ftay, and releafes the boats, we fhah 
continue here till fuch time as we receive your or- 
ders how we are to aét in cafe of his non-compli- 
ance with any or every article; but if he continues 
the hoftile action of detaining the arms, we fhall 
move from hence either toward Bengal or Patna, 
as moft convenient, if we have reafon to fufpect his 
wantin, to {top us. 

Hi g- Copy of the Demands prefented by Mceffrs. 
Amyatt and Flay to the Nabob. 





We have already pointed out to your Excellen- 
ey the grounds of our right to a tree trade through- 
3 our 
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out the provinces, and the independency of our 
people upon the Country Government, founded 
upon the Royal Firmaund, &c. attefted copies of 
which we have laid before your Excellency, as well 
as the hearty refolution of the Board to fuppore 
you in your government with all its advantages, as 
long as you do not attempt to infringe the privi- 
leges of the Englifh. We now proceed agreeable 
to your defire, to draw out a writing of the de- 
mands we are commiffioned to make from the whole 
Board, and under their hands and feals,. 

1f{t, That your Excellency do annul the treaty 
you made with Mr. Vanfittarr, and recal the fe- 
veral attefted copies of it, which were circulated 
together with your Parwana in confequence there- 
of, to the feveral aumils of your government, in- 
forming them of its being void. 

2d, That reparation be made for the loffes fui- 
tained by the Englifh, both before the faid treaty 
was made, and after it, by the ftoppage of their 
bufinefs, and the oppreffions of your feveral Of- 
ficers. 

390, That the Sunnuds granted by your Excel- 
Jency for the exemption of all duties for the {pace 
of two years, be immediately annulled, and all du- 
ties collected as before, as it in a great meafure de- 
prives the Englifh of the advantages, which the 
tenor of the Royal Firmaund has ever entitled them 
to above orher merchants, and is entirely repug- 
nant to their intere{t, and prejudicial to the good 
harmony which ought to fubfiitt between your Ex- 
cellency and the Engliíh. 

atk, hat difputes between the Englifh and the 
dependents of your Government be adjufted in 
the following, manner, viz. At all thofe Aurungs 
which are adjacent to, or under the management 
of the fubordinate factories, the Gomaftahs in cafe 
ef being injured by any of the Officers of the Go- 
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vernment or their dependents, {hall Hrft make the 
application for redrefs in writing to the Officer of 
the Government refiding on the fport, from whom 
if he does not receive immediate fatisfaction, he 
fhall fend his complaint to the Chief of the neareft 
factory, who fhail be empowered to take cogniz- 
ance of the fame, and demand and exact (if necef- 
fary) the fatisfaction which the cafe may require. 

But that itis to be underftood in refpeét of weay- 
ers pykars, and all others who receive advances of 
money for goods to be provided, or are indebted 
for goods bought, the Gomaftahs fhall retain their 
power as ufual to call {fuch debtors to account. On 
the other hand, where the Government’s people 
{hail have reafon to complain againft the E.ngiifh 
Gomaftah or Agent, they fhall give the faid Agent 
or Gomattah notice of the complaint in writing, re- 
quiring: and recommending it to him to fettle it in 
an amicable and equitable manner 3; and in cafe the 
Agent or Gomafttah refufes or negleéts to fettle it 
in fuch manner as fhall appear reafonable to the Ge- 
vernment’s Officer, he fhall then tranfmit an ac- 
count of it to the Chief of the neareft Englifh fac- 
tory, and deliver a copy of the faid account to the 
CSomaftah 3; and the Chief of the factory is hereby 
required to examine ftrictly into the affair, and de- 
cide it according tojuftice, giving a copy of his de- 
termination to the Officer of the Government who 
made the complaint. “That the gentlemen of the 
fubordinates fhall keep a regifter of {fuch com- 
plaints, with the decifions paft on them, a copy 
whereof fhall be forwarded monthly to the Pre- 
fidency. 

With refpecét to the diftant places where trade is 
carried on, fuch as Rungpoor, Purnea, Gualpara, 
and Rungamatty, there is at prefent no*Reficdenet 
on the part of the Company, but the fituation of 
the former being fuch as will make it convenient 

F a for 
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for examining, the complaints, and deciding the dif- 
putes which may happen in moit of theie places, 
we have accordingly appointed a gentleman to re- 
fide there for that purpofe. 

sth, That a gentleinan on the part of the En- 
elith do always refide at your Durbar, by whom all 
tranfactions becween your Excellency and the En- 
glifh will be carried on in future, and that he be 
acquainted with, and approve all orders which are 
to be iffued through the country relative to the 
Englifh. 

6th, That Jagheery Sunnuds be granted to the 
Company for their lands of Burdwan, Midnapoor, 
and Chittagong. 

7th, That your Excellency do ifue peremptory 
orders to the Shroffs and others, for effecting: the 
currency of the rupees coined in our mint, and for 
our coining three lacks of rupees annually in each 
of the min:s of Dacca and Parna. 

Sth, T hat the money difburfed by Mahomed 
Riza Cawn, in the expedition of Tippara, out of 
the revenues of Chittagong, after that province was 
made aver to the Company, be reimburfed. 

goth, A public and exemplary punifhment is re- 
quired to be inflicted on Laulfhaw, the Comman- 
der of the troops from Tekarry, belonging to your 
Excellency, who attacked a Subadar and fifty Sea- 
poys belonging to the Englifh, declaring that he 
had the Nabob’s orders to cut every Englifh Sea- 
Pay to pieces, wherever they were found ; and that 
the faid punifhment be inflicted before our depar- 
ture from hence. 

szoth, That the Seets be releafed, and permitted 
ta go where they pleafe unmoletted. 

rrth, F hat your Excellency do give us an ex- 
plicit anfwer to the above demands, and with all 
conyenient expedition iffue your orders agreeable 


thereto, 


Relative to the Diffurbances in BENGAL. 217 


thereto, fo that the Englith bufinefs may be freed 
from the interruptions which it now labours under. 


I 5.—Copy cf the Nabob’s Replies to Meffrs. Amyatt’s 
and Hay’s Demands. 


As I have nothing to do with cuftoms or duties 
on any kind of goods, from any merchant what- 
ever, and have wholly exempted them for twe 
years to come, ye may engage in whatever trade 
you pleafe, nor will any one meddle or interfere 


therein. After the time of exemption is expired, 
every Officer will again interfere for duties, then 
ye will prove your rights from grants, &c. and I 


will anfwer you. 

rit, “The Governor’s agreement was never re- 
garded by mes and an order is now going te 
my Officers, that copies of the writing he gave 
me, wherefoever they appear, are null and void. 

20, What does it matter? “The lofs that hig 
arifen in the revenues due to my Nizamut, on aç- 
count of you gentlemen, fettle with me for that, 
and I am ready to fettle the lofs that it can be prov- 
ed the Company fuffered in their Bbufinefs through 
my Officers. 

3d, The profit and advantage that has ever ufed 
to accrue to the Company, now for my own parte 
I covet none of it. The aittinétion of the Com- 
pany is what it has been; but do you examine my 
papers, and fee that in the Chucla of Fioughly, 
Dacca, and Patna, &c. thirty or forty lacks of ru- 
ptes is the annual amount of the taxation arifing 
from cthefe Ieffer receipts of cuftoms for thefe two 
or three years paft, what have I received? Nay 
have I not paid the expences of thofe three diftricts 
and other offices out of my own pocket? Befides 
all this, your folks have proceeded again{ft my Of- 
faicers with rhe utmoft indignity, and carried them 

away 
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away inte confinement. Although I have again 
and again wrote to you on this head, and advifcd 
you thereof, it availed notat all, nor did you con- 
cern yourfelves about it. As I perceived there was 
no redrefs for me, and on the contrary I fuffered 
the greateft indignities and infults from your hands, 
for the fake of recovering your friendfhip, having 
mo. other remedy, I preferred my own lofs, and 
have taken off all cuftoms whatever. 

4th, Whenever the Chiefs and Gomafttahs of 
your factories interrupt not my people and the de- 
pendents on the Government, my Officers alfo will 
mot interfere with the weavers, pykars, and others 
wizally.dependant on your factory. And when we 
fhall agree on both fides to act inthis manner, for 
what wil my Officers caufelefsly commit injuries 
againft you? You write that the Chiefs of your 
factories will fettle difputes. You have never 
brought an Officer of this Government before a 
Chief of a factory for fettling any matter in my ad- 
miniftration until now. At prefent, if contrary to 
cuftom you are purpofed to overthrow my influ- 
ence and authority in the countries of Bengal, &c. 
it is a means of deftroying our friendfhip There 
never has been a factory of yours at Rungpoor, 
and the power too, which ye have given to the 
Chief ye would have raifed there, of hearing and 
Gererminine all caufes in the country round abour, 
is altogether foreign to any agreement or grant you 
have. If ye are refolved to aét contrary to all 
agreement, how will authority and influence be 
kept there? and my Officers being there is altoge- 
ther needlefs. Wherefore thofe places whither you 
are to fend Chiefs, and to direét the adminiftration 
of all caufes, and the magiftrature in fuch a man- 
ner, you ought firít to advife me of, for the re- 
moval of my Officers, that I may call them thence 
and deliver the bufinefs of the place into your 


3 hands, 
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hands, becaufe from there being two rulers in the 
fame diftrict, the country and inhabitants are ruin- 
ed and oppreffed. 

sth, Whenever we have agreed together to our 
mutual fatisfaction, there will be no neceffity for 
your deputy remaining at my Court, as a fingle let- 
ter for thtefe two or three years paft has fufficed for 
every thing that has happened. 

6th, In the treaty between us, as it fhall have 
been mentioned, either for the expence of the Com- 
pany’s troops or asa jagheer, I will perform ac- 
cordingly. 

2th, The revenues arifing from all the provinces 
are received in Sunnaut Rupees. The payment of 
my troops is alfo in the fame fpecies, as well as all 
other charges of the Nizamut, great or {mall ; and 
I have never molefted any one for the revenues in 
Sicca Rupees, coined either at Moorfhedabad, 
Patna, or Calcutta. Moreover, fhroffs and mer- 
chants are no one’s fervants, but for the fake of a 
{mall profit, deal one with the other. let every 
man of his own fancy buy and fell whatever he 
pleafes, I {hall interrupt no one. 

8th, All the money that Mahomed Reza Cawn 
had colleéted from Chittagong fince it had been 
made over to the Company, is paid into their cafh, 
as I have your receipt for it. 

oth, In the diftriéts dependent on the Nizamut, 
be pleafed to fee an account of the very many of 
my people plundered and maffacred by your folks. 
When ye fhall have given fatisfaction for the whole, 
and punifhed your folks accordingly, i will imme- 
diately fend for Laul-Shaw wherefoever he may be, 
although he is no fervant of mine, and have him 
properly punifhed before you two gentlemen. 

roth, It has ever been a cuftom for the Seets to 
attend upon the Nazim. At this time, on account 
of the inGinuations of evil fpeakers, they were be- 


come 
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come miftru@ful of me, and afraid to come near 
me, therefore I fent for them hither. Wherefoever 
I am to be, there alfo will thefe gentlemen be, 
according to cuftom, and have their bufinefs carried 
on. , 

sith, The Company’s adherence to their promife 
was evident to all men. I alfo thought you do 
what you fay, and do not go back from your 
word. At prefent it feems as though you keep 
neither promife nor treaty for a fingle year, nay, a 
month or a day. Now that you have written and 
brought me thefe demands, what article of them 
re{ts upon me, that you require a public writing of 
me? I have not by any means broken my word 3 
ye receded from your promufe, and fain would 
again make a new treaty and agreement. It is 
neceflary too, that what will make me eafy, be 
confidered in the treaty. If you allow me the ma- 
nagement < 7 the Nizamut, leave in Patna and other 
places the people neceffary for conducting the bufi- 
nefs of your factory, as you formerly ufed to do, and 
remove all Englifh troops and Seapoys wherever íta- 
tioned. I fhall never be backward in promoting and 
aMifting the bufinefs that properly concerns you. 


K 5. — Extračt of a Letter from Mefrs. 
Amyatt and Hay zo the Board. 


Dated May 29th, 1763. 


OTWITHSTANDING our repeated remon- 

{trances to his Excellency, ferting forth the 
hoftiliry of the aétion, he has not yet releafed the 
boats with the arms, neither doth he fhew the leaft 
confidence in what we fay, and declares (at the 
fame time hinting to us the former refo!tution) he 
fhall not place any in us ’till we remove the detach- 


ment from Patna to Mongheer. 
We 
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We beg leave to offer it as our opinion, that the 
having: troops intended to be quartered in this pro- 
vince, ftationed here, agreeable to his requeft, 
would be very advifeable, but cannot be thought 
of *cill fuch time as he complies with our demand6, 
as it is probably made by caprice, or with defign. 


Copy of a Letter from Mefrs. Amyatt and Flay 
to the Board. 


Dated 31ft May, 1763. 


HE inclofed is a duplicate of our laft, dated 

the 29th inftant, on which day we fent you 

a cypher made out here, which we imagined might 

be ufeful in carrying on our correlpondence in cafe 

of a rupture; a copy of the fame was likewife for- 
warded to Mr. Ellis at Patna. 

Whatever we urge to his Excellency in regard to 
the releafe of the boats with arms, or the necefliity 
of his placing a proper confidence in us; his gene- 
ral reply is, that we have feized his aumiuls, that 
the words of the Englifh are not to be trufted, and 
chat he will not releafe the boats ’till fuch time as 
we remove our troops from Patna, either to this 
place or to Calcutta. Although he will take no 
{tep towards a reconciliation, or to give us fatisfac- 
tion, yet he, upon all occafions, mentions his defire 
of peace; in fhort, his aim feems to be entirely 
to gain time. 


About the fame time the following letters were 
received from the Nabob. 
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L 5. — Copy of a Letter from the Nabob zø 


zbe Governor. 


Dated May 25, 1763. 
T this time Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay being 


arrived here, have delivered a lift, containing 
feveral demands which are unreafonable, and foreign 
from former treaties and grants. I expected nor, 
whilft you yet remained, that I fhould be involved in 
this trouble, and fo unjuft a negotiation, that in 
one year new agreements were to be made, {fo often 
after the breach of the ancient treaty ; that upon 
every occalion made ufe of to intimidate me, I fhall 
be threatened with a breach of the treaty, and vex- 
ed and mortified without caufe, and my affairs ob- 
ftructed. At this time from the Arzee of Meer 
Mahdy Cawn Bahadre, I am repeatedly informed, 
that the troops under Mer. Ellis’s charge create con- 
tinual difturbances and quarrels with my people, 
and daily leave a fiefh root of difcuffion. From 
thefe appearances, all the tenauts, and the troops 
which are at Patna, are ever in alarms, and taking 
means for their fecurity. This has given, and ftill 
gives occafion to the people to believe that there ts 
no longer a friendfhip and union between us. Ie 
affords mea fubject of continual anxiety and ap- 
prehenfion, left (which Gop forbid) thefe things 
fhould produce a difference between us, and you 
unjuttly reproach me. ‘To this purpofe I have 
fpoken to Mr. Amyatt likewife, but the gentlemen 
do not kear me, nor regard what I fay. 

This day I r=ceived an arzee from Meer Mahdy 
Cawn, of which I fend you a copy for your perufal. 
If you, gentlemen, intend the Enghifh army for 
my defence, it is proper that you call it from Patna 
ro Calcutta, that ic may be called upon in time of 


neca; 
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need, or elfe keep it with me at Mongheer, which 
will put an end to difputes, and reftore the cur- 
rency of affairs between us, and fhut up the 
mouths of the people from fo many rumours. 
But if it is not your defign to remove the troops 
from Patna, and you feek only to difturb my af- 
fairs, and to awe and intimidate me; let me know 
it, that when I have learnt your pleafure I may clear 
my hands from every bufinefs, and all this vexa- 
tion. To this purpofe I have exprefied myfelf to. 
Mr. Amyatt, both by fpeech and writing. © 


M g. ——— Copy of a Letter from Meer Mahdy 
Cawn (Naib of Patna) fo the Nabob. 


Hlave frequently and repeatedly advifed your 
I Excellency, that Mr. Ellis and the troops which 
are with him, creating troubles and difputes with 
the people of the Sircar, feek fora rupture. And 
the tenauts and inhabirants of the city, and the Sea- 
poys of this place, feeing this ftate of things, are fal- 
len into apprehenfGions and alarms, and are provid- 
ing for their own fecurity. The people judging 
from hence that ihere is no longer a friendfhip 
and good undcerftanding between us, raife many 
reports of different kinds ; and the Zemindars, ta- 
king the occafion of their not being called upon, 
withhold their rents, io that the rewenues are en- 
tirely obftructed. I cannot cefcribe to you how 
much the affairs of the Nizamut are fallen into 
confufion. In whatever light you regard thefe af- 
fairs, you will gracioufly be pleafed to iffue your 
orders for the quieting thefe ciforders and troubles, 
otherwife the whole buGinefs cf the Government is 
deftroyed, and thefe mutual animofitics, which 
tend to ruin the interefts of both parties, raife fuf- 
picions in the mini of the people. 
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N 5. —— Copy of a Letter from the Nabob zo the 


Governor. 
Dated May 26, 1763- 


| HEN Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay came to 
this place to treat, with a lift of demands, 

Í expected that thofe Gentlemen would inform 
themfelves of every particular, and put an end to 
all affairs, and matters of contention between us. 
Accordingly, I fend the Aumils with Raja Nobit 
oy, and Hafiz Arfar Cawn, that having heard 
the particulars of the oppreffions of the Englifh 
€somattahs, they might ufe fuch means as might 
fettle every affair. ‘“Chofe gentlemen atonce phain- 
Jy anfwered, that they wanted not to hear what 
they had to reprefent. And in the affair of the 
forces of Patna likewife, they replied, ** For what 
<< {hall we recal the forces from thence ? Nay, we 
¢ will fend other forces; if you have any defign to 
<< quarrel with us, we are ready.” Again, Mr. 
#amyatt and yourtclf formerly wrote to me, that you 
had never fent any mufkets or military ftores to 
Patna. But the day before yelfterday, fix boats la- 
den with mufkets, &c. arrived here from Calcutta. 
Sir, openly to deny {cnding any military ftores, and 
fecretly to fend them in this manner, what can it 
mean? I have no objection to two or three hun- 
dred Englifhmen remaining at Patna, but to keep 
up fuch a force with Mr. Ellis to ruin my affairs, 
is very improper; and that Gentleman every day 
keeps his force in readinefs, and creates troubles, and 
quarrels with my people. Therefore I write, that 
I will not fuffer a larger force than two or three 
hundred men to remain with Mr. Ellis. If you, 
gentlemen, regard your words and engagements, 


and the cendition on which you received Burdwan, 
| Sc. 
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&c. from me, for the expences of your army, it is 
fiec that in conformity thereto you recal the faid 
forces, and place them with me, or remove them 
to Calcutta; if not, write mea plain anfwer. 

P. S. I am yet ready to comply with your word, 
but things are brought to the laft extremity, and 
however defirous ï am of avoiding the worft, yer I 
fee no means of it, and my patience is near ex- 
hauíted ; wherefore, I write this beforehand for 
your information. 

N. B. A copy of the anfwer which I wrote to 
the lift of demands prefented to me by Meefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay, I fend inclofed for your perutial. 


O 5. —T hefe letters being laid before the Board, 
a general Council was held upon them onthe goth of 
June, in which it was refolved,that the troops thould 
not be removed from Patna, and that if the Nabob 
perfifted to demand it, orto detain the boats of 
arms, Mefirs. Amyatt and Fiay fhould be directed 
to leave Mongheer. At the fame time the gentle- 
men at Patna were advifed of thefe refolutions, and 
ordered to act as might be direéted by Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Flay. 


The motives of thefe refolutions will be explain- 
ed by the following, extract of the debates which 
produced them. 


Extra? of Confultation of the oth of June, (prefent 
Meffrs. Batfon, Adams, Billers, Cartier, Fiaftings, 
Marriott, and Watts.) 


The Governor fends to the Board the following 
letter, which he has juft received from Mr. Amyatt. 

ce His Excellency has received a Kallaat from the 
«c King, which the day Lefore yelterday he put on in 
<< form, and laft night he made an entertainment for 
e< us on the occafion. 


Vor. Jl. > ss ‘The 
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s ‘The arms ftii) continue ftopt; they he in 
boats on the oppolite fide of the river, furround- 
ed by his Seapoys. Hie {till infifts on our forces 
being withd:awn from Patna and other places, 
to convince him and all the country of our 
peaceful intentions, and then he ts ready to iffue 
any Perwanahs we pleaite tor the forwarding our 
bulinels. Je does not rightly declare which of 
the arricles he will comply with, bur, I perceive, 
he will not give Sunnuds for the lands, nor con- 
fert to a refident being with him, nor eftablifh 
the other mints, but will endeavour to take 
fome meafure to prevent our being fufferers by 
our Rupees. Hie will not agr.e to our punifh- 
ing his fervants, nor do Į think we ought to in- 
fit upon ir, but alter that article, to be punifh- 
ei by him, after our Chief has heard and repre- 
fented the cafe, and for usto chaftize them if he 
delays or negleéts to doit. The Scets, I am 
perfuaced, he will keep here, nor fuffer them 
to be «of much confequence in future; likely he 
will not ule therm ill, nor take their money at 


refent. Fic cenies the agreement with you, 
though {fays if he did, ’tis nar any where in 
writiog. Fite requires fatisfaction from us for 


any immediate damage cone him by our people, 
when he is ready to make good oOur’s, that ma 
be proved againft any of his Aumils and Cho- 
kiss, excepting Mahomed Aly, whom you have 
in your hands to do with as you pleafe. He 
cbhjeéts to cur working or cultivating his lands 
any where, or purchafing any thing trom them 
ar frit Nand, it deprives him of his duties and 
advartase therefron>. In fhhort, he ob‘eéts to 
every thing, aid iays it is our own private inte- 
re{t we wait to benesr, the Conipany’s being no 
where motefled, mur does he want to moleitt ir. 
Woe toid him iu molt grant a tree tradc, which 
<) es was 
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“S was our right, and if in any particular he was 
much aggrieved or fuffered thereby, to reprefent 
ic to the Council, and they could reftrain them- 
“<< felves and others, to ferve him, but no reftraints 
<c from his people would be admitted of, as under 
<< that pretence they would hurt and injure the 
<e trade. I have done my utmot{t endeavours to 
œ perfuade him to a thorough confidence, but I 
«< believe it is all in vain. I have alfo reprefenred 
to him his danger to as little purpofe. Hle feems 
very indifferent at prefent, and no ways anxious. 
Hie {wears he does not want to quarrel with uss 
and will do every things; at the fame time he in 
«c a manner refufes every thing. Thus matters 
<< {tand in the fame fituation as at the Art day. I 
«<: believe he does not flop or impede the bufinefs, 
but will not permit arms or mento go to Patna, 
‘<< for which reafon we have never mentioned our 
< troops moving for that place. 

<< A Perwanah is gone to clear the petre. He 
<< faid he thought the produce of that place did 
<< not belong to us.”’ 


The Prefident alfo tranfmits to the Board his opi- 
nion of the meafures proper to be taken in the 
prefent fituation of affairs with the Nabob. 


O 5. a —— The Goverucr’s Opinion. 


If the Nabob detains the arms, it can be looked 
upon no other than as an open act of hoftility, 
and I chink Mlefirs. Amyatt ani Hay fhould Ee 
directed to make fuch a final declaration to the 
Nabob, and if they are not then delivered up, to 
take their leave. 

Buc fuppofing the Mabob to make fatisfaction 
for this ill-advifed ftep, it fhould be coniidered, 
whether his anfwers to the feveral articles deliver- 
ed htm by Mr. Amyatt are fuch as ouant, when 
coally and feparately reflected on, cto reialve us to 
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engage the Company ina war with the Nabob. Or 
tf it is admitted, that every article is not of fo 
much confegquence, that it fhould be confidered 
which are, and which are nor, and inftrucétions fent 
Mr. Amyatt accordingly. 

The placing our troops with the Nabob as he 
defires,-would certainly be a means of eftablifhingg 
a confidence in each other, and of making that 
confidence appear to the world, and at the fame 
time anfwer all the purpofes of preferving our in- 
fluence, and fecuring the tranquillity of the coun- 
try. Yer I am not for removing them upon the 
Wabob’s demand, but if he will comply with the 
articles delivered him by Mr. Amyatt, or the ma- 
terial ones, I think this requeft might then be grant- 
ed, and that Mr. Amyatt fhould be empowered to 
give him to underftand as much. 

Laftly, If a rupture is unavoidable, the feafon 
fhould be confidered,; the ftate of the treafury, and 
the peace in Europe, by which the French will be 
repofi:-ffed of their faétory. 

The troops from hence could not at this time 
march by land to join the detachment at Patna, 
therefore it may be advifeable to defer publifhing 
the refolutions of the Board, wha:ever they may be. 


All the papers being read and confidered, the mem- 
bers likewife delivered their opinions as follows. 


O ga b Mr. WV atts’s Opinion. 

The WNabob’s behaviour fince Mefirs. Amyatt 
and Hay’s arrival at Mongheer, leaves no room to 
expećt he will ever enter into any terms with us; 
but on the contrary, it appears from it, that he only 
waits for a proper opportunity to break with us 
and by his feveral replies to the demands, and 
Meffirs. Amyatt and Fiay’s letters, it is very evi- 
dent he places no confidence in us, and as we have 


N O 
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no reafon to place any in him, I therefore think 
that his demanding our troops at Patna to be.re- 
called, ought not to be complied with; that as the 
rainy feafon is fo near advanced, a letter fhould be 
wrote to Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay co take their 
leave of the Nabob, and return to Calcutta or Patna, 
as they think proper; that they may demand the 
releafe of the boats, but although complied with, 
not to remain there any longer, but to acquaint 
the Nabob, that if he has any propofals to make 
he muft fend them to the Prefident and Council, 
who will reply to thems; thac as foon as they think 
it will be out of the power of the INabob to fttop 
them, they {hall write to Mr. Eilis and the Coun- 
cil at Patna to follow the regulations laid down in 
cafe Of a rupture. 

That as the Nabob is raifing forces every where, 
and it plainly appears that he only wants to gain 
time, a letter fhouid be wrote to Patna to ac- 
quaint the gentlemen there that we judge a rupture 
unavoidable; and that as there is reafon to expect 
the Nabob will take every advantage, they have our 
orders, in cafe they have certain intelligence of his 
marching towards Patna, to take any fteps that 
will diftrefs him, and look upon him as an 
enemy. 

That as he does fufpeét the Nabob will attempt 
to detain Mefirs. Amyatt and Hiay, he thinks 
they ought in fuch cafe to have the power of 
declaring: the rupture, and that a note from them 
to the Chief and Council at Patna fhould be fuf- 
facient for their acting, as if received from the 


Board. 
Ndr. Marriott’s Opinion. 
Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that a letter be im- 


mediately wrote to Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay, di- 
recting them, in cafe the Nabob has not releafed 
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the boats with arms, to quit Mongheer, and ei- 
ther return to Calcutta or go to Patna, as they 
may judge moft eligible for infuring their own fafe- 
ty; and that application to the Nabob on this oc- 
caficn fhould be lefc to their difcretion. That the 
troops at Patna fhould not be removed, agreeable 
to his demands, as their remaining at that place 
will prevent the Rajahs on the borders of the Pro- 
vince from taking any advantage of the prefent 
appearance of a rupture happening between the Na- 
bob and us, by making an invaficn into his territo- 
ries. ‘That if the Nabob either does, or has re- 
lea ed the arms, and will comply with the moft 
material demands, fome of the cthers might be gi- 
ven up, particularly thofe mentioned by Mr. Amy- 
att in his Jetter to the Prefident. Firft, regard- 
ing the Jagheery Sunnuds for the Provinces of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, as poffef- 
fion, and the force we maintain io the country will 
always fecure them to us. Secondly, That re- 
garding our punifhing his Officers, this article he 
thinks might be altered, that application fhould 
te ürt made to the Nabob on the occafion, of 
any complaints again{ft thems; and that we fhould 
only obf{-rve the method already laid down, upon 
his refufing to give us fatisfaction for the fame. 
Thirdly, The article concerning the mints. 

That in cafe Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay fhould be 
obliged to leave the Nabob, orders fhould be fene 
to the gentlemen at Patna to act agreeable to for- 
mer initruétions, unlefs they receive fome certain 
intelligence that the Nabob is marching for Patna, 
in which cafe they fhouid be ordered to aét on 
the offenfive, and endeavour to feize the city by 
a coup ce matin. | 

tic further thinks Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay 
fhould hear what the Nabob has to alledge con- 


cerning, 
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cerning the loff~s of the Sircar by our Agents or 
Gomattahs. 


Air. Flaltings’s Osixicn. 


‘Though I have from the beginning expreffed 
my difapprobation of the meafures taken in our 
late unhappy difputes with the Nabob, and which 
have given occaGion to the temper which he at 
this time fhews towards us, yet after having gone 
fuch lengths, I cannot but think it very unbecom- 
ing to fubmit quietly to fo open an aét of violence, 
as he has been guilty of in the ftoppige of the 
boats of arms. It is therefore my opinion, that 
Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay be ordered to demand 
of the Nabob the immediate clearance of thofe 
boats, in the name of the PrefGident and Council; 
and in cafe of his refufal to declare that it will be 
deemed equal to a declaration of a rupture on his 
fide, and that they do accordingly take their leave 
of him and return to Calcutta, but if he cconf.nts 
to releafe the boats, and expreffts a willingnceis to 
yieid to our demands, I think we cannct in juftice 
co him, or confiftently with the interefts of the 
Company, refufe to comply with the demand he 
has made, that the detachment of our forces now 
at Patna may be ttationed with him ; the alarms 
of the people cannot be fo effectually appeafed as 
by the appearance of a confidence, fuch as this will 
occafion between the Nabob and us. ne Nabob 
will derive more benefit from our influence whilft 
our troops are with him, and it will be Icfs in his 
power to form any ill defign againft us, whilft we 
have fuch a check continually upon him. 

I agree with the Prefident, that in cafe of the 
Wabob’s objecting to any of the demands. it fhould 
be determined by the Board what fhould be intifted 
upon, ana what may be dilpenfed with, and Micfirs. 
Amyatt and Ehay inftructed accordingly, in which 


3 
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diftinétion the Board will doubtlefs confider the 
real intereft and honour of the Company, and not 
involve them in a war, which muft at all events 
prove of great detriment to them, for ends indiffe- 
rent, or inadequate to the expence and rifk which 
may accrue to them for it. 

I am lhkewife of opinion, that if Mefirs. Amyatt 
and Eday find the Nabob in a proper temper to 
yield to the propofals offered him, they may pri- 
vately fisnify to him, that the Board will confent to 
the removal of the Patna detachment, as he de- 
fires, provided he firft complies with our demands. 


«Nr. Cartier’s Opinion. 


Mr. Cartier judges it advifeable, that Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Fiay fhould be immediately recalled 
from Mloongheer, as it appears to him from the 
advices received from thofe gentlemen, that the 
INabob has no other defign by prevailing upon them 
to {tay (after a flat refuial almoft of every demand 
they were empowered to make, and the hoftile 
act of detaining the arms fending to the Patna 
factory) than to gain time to anfwer fome purpofe 
that may be very prejudicial to our affairs; that it 
appears to him a very probable circumftance, the 
INabob’s principal view is to engage us in a fcene of 
negotiation, dll fuch time as the feafon of the year 
will render any military Operations nearly imprac- 
ticables; which, when the cafe, he will have it in 
his power to bend his whole force to opprefs our 
troops at Patna; that the party there fhould by na 
means be removed from that place in compliance 
with the Nabob’s requeift at this prefent juncture; 
that if Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay are allowed to quit 
Moongheer without concluding the bufinefs they 
were {ent on, itis his opinion, the army (when 
thofe gentlemen are fo far advanced on their way 


as 
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as to be out of danger) fhould be immediately or- 
dered to march to Coffimbuzar, and take poft there, 
which will be the means of preferving the health of 
the people, and by fuch a motion of the troops, the 
Nabob will be convinced that fomething, more is 
defigned than mere negotiation. 


Mr. Billers’s Opinion. 


Mr. Billers is of opinion, That as the Nabob 
{till perfifts in detaining the arms, it fhould be 
looked upon as an aét of hoftility, that Mefirs. 
A.myatt and Hay fhould therefore be immediately 
direéted to leave Mongheer, and that our arm 
fhould march to Coffimbuzar; for at prefent it 
feems as if the Nabob only wanted to gain time, 
and endeavour to embarrafs us as much as poffible, 
by the rains coming on. He thinks the troops at 
Patna ought by no means to be removed at this 
juncture, and that if Mers. Amyatt and Hay 
fhould quit Mongheer, the Patna gentlemen fhould 
be permitted to take fuch meafures as they may 


judge beft for their own fafety, and the Company’s 
interefts. 


Major Adams’s Opznion. 


Major Adams is of opinion, That the troops 
fhould by no means, for tb: prefent, be removed 
from Patna; but that it fhould be left to the plea- 
fure of the Board to difpofe of them as they think 
proper, if ma- ters can be amicably accommodated. 
‘That any particular articles of the demands which 
the Nabob moftly objects ro, fhould be tranfmitred 
to the Board, with his reafons, that they may be 
re-confidered, and it determined whether they fhall 
{till be infifled on, or may not be moderated; bur 
before any regard is paid to either of thefe points, 
he thinks orders fhouid be fent to Mefirs. Amyatce 


and 
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and Hay to demand the releafe of the arms, and at 
the fame time acquaint the Nabob, that fhould it 
not be immediarely complied with, they have or- 
ders to leave his court; that they will make this 
demand, and intimation, if they think it confiftente 
with their own fafety and thet of the party, other- 
wile retire to Patna, or take fuch other rout as they 
may judge moft eligible and conducive to their own 
fecurity >; and when they find themfelves out of 
his power, to tran{fmict him in writing the orders of 
the Board ; and, laftly, that if Mefirs. Amyatt and 
Hay quit Mongheer, the gentlemen at Patna fhould 
be left to aét as they judge moft proper for their 
own fecurity, and the Company’s intereft. 


iVir. Batfon’s Ofznzon. 


I am of opinion, That we can by no means 
confent to withdraw our troops from Patna; that 
the Nabob’s defire of having them with him at 
Miongheer is infincere, his real defign being on- 
ly to get them removed from Patna; that our 
withdrawing them will be a great ftep towards 
ruining entirely our influence and power in the 
country, and therefore I efteem it highly detri- 
mental and difhonourable to the Company and 
nation. 

I am further of opinion, That the Nabolb’s evil 
difpofirion towards our nation is evident beyond dii- 
pute; nay, that it is avowed, by his infifting on 
our withdrawing our troops from Patna, and by 
the act of hoftility he has already committed in 
feizing Our arms, that it will be weaknefs to think 
of treating any longer with him, as he has refutect 
feveral times to comply with our demands, and all 
his anfwers are filled with fneers, reproaches, and 
calumnies; that therefore Mefl_rs. Amyatc ancl 

Flay 
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Hay fhould be directed to endeavour by {tratagem 
or otherwife to get the arms releafed if poffible, 
and return to Calcutta as foon as they can, or goto 
Patna if they judge the former impracticable; that 
on their departure they fhould advife the gentle- 
men at Patna, and direct them to act as they may 
judge beft for the fervice. 


QDueftions propofed. 


The feveral opinions being read, to render the 
refolutions to be taken more clear, the following 
diftinét queftions were ftated and put at the Board. 


Duecftion the Firft. 
Shall the Nabob’s demand of removing the de- 
tachment from Patna be confented to, or not? 


Anfwer. 
The Board unanimoufly think it ought not. 


Queftion the Second. 


In cafe of the Nabob’s compliance with our de- 
mands, thill the Patna detachment be removed and 
{tationed at Mongheer, or not? 


Anfrwer. 


The majority, viz. Mefirs. Watts, Cartier, Bil- 
lers, and Batíon, think it ought not. 


Quefßtioz the Third. 


Shall Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay be directed to 
leave Mongheer immediately on the receipt of the 
letter we now fend them, or remain to treat fur- 
ther with the Nabob ? 


An fwere 
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Anfwer. 


‘The majority, viz. Meffrs. Marriott, Haftings, 
Billers, and Major Adams, are of opinion, That 
if the arms are not releafed they fhould come away; 
if they are, that they fhould ftay to treat further, 
and that it fhould reftin their option to make a 
frefh demand of their releafe, or not. 

Meffrs. Watts, Cartier and Batfon, think they 
Cught to return immediately, on the receipt of or- 
ders now to be fent them. 


Queftion the Fourth. 


If the Nabob continues to infift on the removal 
of the troops, asa preliminary to his entering upon 
any treaty, although he releafes the arms, fhall 
Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay remain to treat further 
with him, or not? 

Anfwer. 

All the members (except Mr. Haftings) think 
that they ovght in fuch cafe immediately to leave 
Mong heer. 

Mr. Haftings’s Differxt. 


Mr. Haftings diffents becaufe he has given his 
opinion that the troops might be removed from 
Patna, and does not think that the Wabob’s refufal 
to any one of the demands fufficient to juflify our 


breaking with him, 


Refolution of the Majority. 


Agreed that Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay be wrote 
to in the following terms: “That we cannot confent 
to the WNabob’s demand of removing the troops 
f:om Patna, and therefore if he perfiits in making 
that a preliminary, and refufes to treat on other 


terms, or to releafe the boats of arms, they are in 
either 
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either cafe immediately to leave Mongheer, and 
return to Calcutta, if they think it practicable, or 
otherwife take fuch other rout as they may judge 
moft eligible for their fafety. That if they think it 
unfafe to notify thefe refolutions to the Nabob, and 
that it may induce him to detain them at Mong- 
heer, we permit them to come away without men- 
tioning our refolution any further to him. ‘That 
on their departure from Mongheer, they are to ad- 
vife us and the gentlemen at Patna, directing them 
to be upon their guard, and to act in the manner 
they judge moft proper for their own fecurity, in 
cafe the Nabob marches or fends any troops to at- 
tack them. 

A greed that we write likewife to Patna, and in- 
clofe them a copy of thefe orders to Mefirs. Amy- 
attr and Hay, and defire them to act as they may 
be directed by thofe gentlemen. 


MIr. Haftings’s Diffext. 


I enter my difent to the two laft paragraphs of 
the letter ordered to be wrote to Meffrs. Amy- 
att and Hay, for the following reafons. 

Though i do not believe that Mefirs. Amyatt 
and Hay defire fuch a permiffion as is here given 
them, to leave the Nabob without informing him 
of the refolutions of the Board, in cafe of his per- 
nitting to detain the arms, or to demand as a pre- 
liminary the removal of our troops from Patna, 
yet I think it very unbecoming in the Board to 
grant them fuch permiffion, after having entered 
into a treaty with the Nabob, and flattered him 
with repeated afflurances of our defire of an ac- 
commodation, abruptly to break it off and declare 
war again(t him 5; fince one is made a confequence 
of the other, without letting him know the terms 
on which our friendfhip depends: what is this bute 
to infnare the Nabob into a rupture, which he mighr 

avoid, 
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avoid, if he was certain that his infifting on thofe 
points would be the caufe of one, and which I am 
convinced he would wifh to avoid by every conce!- 
ñon that fhould be required of him as the means of 

ace, fince he has no force to oppofe us, and it 
ts well known he has no dependence, and can have 
mone bot on our friendfhip. 

I cannot for my own part, fee how Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay fhould run a greater rifk now 
than hitherto, from a free declaration of the fen- 
timents of the Board to the Nabob : nor can I fee 
any reafon to fufpect him of forming any treach- 
erous defigns againft the perfons of thofe gentle- 
men, as I know of no act of his that can juftify 
that opinion of him ; and fuch an attempt if made, 
could anfwer no end. 

Fhe order given to the Chief and Council at 
Patna, to take fuch meafures as they think proper 
for their fecurity in cafe of the Nabob’s marching 
or fending any forces to attack them, is authoriz- 
ing thofe gentlemen to commit open hoftilities 
againft the Nabob, cn the firft pretence offered 
them by the march of a few men from Mongheer 
to Patna, or the falfe reports of their Hiircarahs, 
who may tell them that the Nabob or his forces 
are on the road to attack them. "Tull, therefore, 
they are openly attacked, or the Loard have declar- 
ed war again{t the Nabob, I objeét to any power 
put into their hands to commence a war them- 
felves. 


P 5.—I1e fhould be remarked, that the Governor 
was not prefent himfelf at this confultation, having 
been for fome days confined by ficknefs, and there- 
fore Knew not of the refolutions of the Board ’till 
acquainted with them afterwards by the Secretary ; 
when apprifed of them, he defired there might be 
another meeting of the Council the next day: and 


he 
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he detained the difpatches, that this matter might 
be reconfidered, as he judged the orders fent to 
Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay precipitate. 

d he Council being met, the Prefident’s opinion 
was delivered by the Secretary, being contained in 
a letter, which when read, effeéted an alteration in 
the orders to Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay. 


The following is an extract (from the confulta- 
tions) on his letter to the Secretary, and the refolu- 
tions taken in confequence of it. 


Lextract of Confultation of the 10th June (prefext 
AMdeffrs. Bllers, Adams, Cartier, azd Marriott). 


‘The Secretary lays before the Board the follow- 
ing letter, which he this morning received from 
the Governor. 


Sd R 
S my late indifpofition prevents my attend- 
ing the Board, I muít take this method 
s<¢* of delivering my opinion upon the inftruétions 
fe which fhould be ient to Meffrs. Amyatt and 
<< Hay, in anfwer to the laft advices received from 
“* then, 

cs If the Nabob refutes to treat further with thofe 
“© gentlemen, withcut our removing our troops 
‘s< from Patna by way of preliminary, I think in 
% that cafe they flhhould take their leave, as I am 
‘< not for conteniing to make a change in the fitu- 
‘© ation of our troops upon fuch a demand. 

s< But fuppoGing the arms to be releafed, and 
‘< that Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay find the Nabob 
‘*% in a difpofition to treat, without infifting on the 
‘t removal of our Ivroops from Paina as a prelimi- 
t‘ nary, then I think thofe gentlemen fhhould be 
‘s< furnifhed with inftruétions what further to fay 


éc to 
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to the Nabob; and thofe inftruétions, I think, 
fhould be with refpeét to the troops at Patna, 
to reprefent to the Nabob that they were fta- 
tioned there with a view of being in readinefs 
to affift him wherever his affairs might require 
it, and that they fhould be ready to aét in con- 
formity to that view, as foon as the prefent dif- 
ferences between us were accommodated. They 
fhould be further direéted to call upon the Na- 
bob for his particular objeétions to the feveral 
articles or demands delivered him; and having 
tran{mitted the fame to the Board, it fhould be 
confidered which are material to be infifted on. 
< Some aníwer fhould likewife be fent to Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay, regarding Mahomed Aly, and 
the other Officers of the Government at prefent 
kept here prifoners. The Nabob fays as we have 
feized them, and have them in our hands, we 
may take our own fatisfaction for the loffes iome 
have fuffered intheir private trade. We fhould 
either tell Mlefirs. Amyatt and Hay that we will 
do fo, or elfe we fhould fend thofe Officers upto 
them, with inftruétions to deliver them to the 
Nabob, defiring him to oblige them to make 
good fuch loffess; at the diame time, receiving 
from the Government’s Officers the accounts of 
lofies they have fuffered by the violence of En- 
slih Agents, and Gomaftahs ; and this fecond 
method [I think the moft proper. 
<< Neither the Company’s nor private trade meet 
at prefent with any interruptions. ‘This is an 
effential reafon why we ought to avoid, if pof- 
ible, engaging our Employers in an expenfive 
war, and involving the country in troubles, to 
their great lofs, as weil as that of the fettlement 
im general. 
<< The low ftate of our Treafury, and the peace 
in Europe, by which the French will be repof- 
et geiied 
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<< {efed of their fettlements in this country, are in 
“t my opinion, other ftrong reafons why we fho ld, 
‘< if pomible, keep on good terms with the Nabob. 
e< Finally, {£ think that further inftructions fhould 
be ient to the gentlemen at Patna, concerning 
their manner of acting, in cafe a rupture with the 
“© Nabob fhould be unavoidable; with reference, I 
ee mean, to the reafon which would prevent the 
“* troops from hence marching by lanad to join 
‘< thoie at Patna; and going up by boats would 
“t take a long time. Upon this article I fubmitc 


= mytclf to the judgement of Major Adams.” 
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‘Ihe fame being read and confilered. 

Agreed that we write in confequence, a further 
fetter to Mfefirs. Amyatt and Hay, acquainting: 
them, that fuppofing the arms to be releaf=d, and 
they fhould find the Nabob inclinable ftill to trear, 
without infifting on the removal of the troops from 
Patna asa preliminary, they may affure him, thart 
thote troops have been always ftationed there for 
the fecurity of his Government, and to maintain 
the tranquillity of the country 3 and that they fhallk 
ftill continue to aét in conformity to this view. 
T hat they fhall then call upon the Nabob for his 
particular objections to the feveral articles or de- 
mands delivered him, and tranimit them to us, 
when we fhall confider, and determine which of 
them are fo material as to require being fill infit- 
ed on, and which may be moderated: chat if the 
WWaboo fhould again make mention of Muhomed 
Aly. an I tie other prifoners here, we leave it to 
nim to u ize, wherher we had beft protec. ure the 
enquicy amiinit them ourfelves, or fen:] them up to 
them to have it finifhhed in prefence of the Nabob, 
and to @ive him their anfwers accordingly : that 
ney may receive from the Government’s Officers 
Jhe amounts Of any lofies they fay they have fui- 
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tained by the violences of the E:nglifh agents and 
Csomaftahs, upon their being properly authenticat— 
ed; and again aflure the Nabob, that for whatever 
appears to be jut he fhall receive full fatisfaction. 

On the further fubject of the Governor’s letter, 
the Board are cf opinion, that their utmoft endea- 

vours have been already ufed to prevent the couri- 
try s being involved in troubles, or their employ- 
ers engaged in an cxpenfive war; and that they can 
now leave it only to time to fa: isfy them, whether 
thefe endeavours will prove ineHectual. “That the 
circurnf{tance of a peace in ELturope, and the fup- 
pofition drawn from thence, that the Wrench will 
obtain a re-eftablifhiment here, is rather a ftrong 
reafon why we fhauld employ the moft fpirited 
methods to become immediately affured of the Na- 
bob’s inrentions and diipofitton towards us, and 
not delay time in a fruitlefs negotiation: that with 
regard to the laft paragraph of the Governor’s let- 
ter referred to the judgment of Major Adams, the 
Major, with the reft of the members, think it un- 
necefiary to fend further inftructions to Patna than 
thole contained in the letter yefterday to Mefirs. 
4amyatt and Flay, and whereof a copy was tranf- 
mitted to that factory. 


© 5-—Onr the 13th we received a letter from 
Meis. Amyatt and Hiay, advifing us that the 
arms ftill continued under feifure ; that all conver- 

jation with the Nabob upon bulineis was at a ftand ; 
that the Nabob, buoyed up with the notion of his 
own ftrength, fhewed by all his aé€tions, that he 
was refolved on a rupture, which they now look 
upon as unavoidable, and therefore wifhed us to 
remove them out of his power as {00n as pomMmble. 
In anfwer, we recommended to them to temporize 
in any manner they could, to ger themielves out 
© the Nabobs hande, in cale ‘they Mill judged a 
rupture 
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rupture unavoidable, and that he defigns to detain 
them. 

On the 17th we received a letter from the fame 
gentlemen, which confirmed their former fenti- 
ments; and the fame day the following letters were 
received from Mr. Ellis, which brought the prol- 
pe& of war but nearer to our view, and left the 
Board nothing now to do but approve of his mea- 
tures, and wait the iffue. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis fo rhe 


Governor azd Council. 
Dated sth June 1763- 


H E Nabob, whofe brain is ever teeming with 
inventions to dittreis and render us fubfcrvi- 
ent to his tyranny, has now hit upon a method of 
doing it very effectually, by inveighling away our 
Seapoys. ‘His emiffaries employed on this fervice, 
promiife to the private men double the pay we give, 
advancing them one month, and to the Officers a 
promotion in ranks and fo well hath his fcheme 
fucceeded, that we have loft 200 men fiance the firft 
inftant, amongf{t whom are many Officers, and the 
remainder old Seapoys perfectly verfed in our dif- 
cipine. 
Ic is new near four months that we have been in 
a moft perplexing ftate of fufpence, juft between 
the bounds of peace and war, with the Government 
here, and during that time have patiently born the 
many iniults daily offered us, infomuch that our 
propie begin to think, and with fome appearance of 
realon, that we cannot do ourtelves juftice, which 
is another motive for their going over to the 
Wabob. 
Ihis, Gentlemen, merits your moft ferious and 
Pyrimiecdiate confideration , for I do aflure you, if 
R 38 we 
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we remain much longer in the fituation we have 
b-en in for fome time paft, there will not be 500 
old Seapoys left in the two battalions here, (which 
I can fafely fay were inferior to none in fervice) 
and the unhappy confequences that may attend our 
ating with a parcel of raw undif{ciplined peoples 
againit thofe whom we have taught to be foldiers, 
are fufficiently obvious. 

The Nabob, in order to bring every force again{it 
us which ic is poble to collect, has made up mat- 
ters with Comgar Cawn, and put him in poffeffion 
of the country he before held. The Svapoys who 
were ftationed there, to the number of about one 
thoufand, arrived here this day. 


R 5.—Capy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis ro rhe 
Governor azd Council. 


Dated 6th June 1763 


U R Seapoys ftill continuing to defert in great 
numbers, Í have judged ic moft expedient, 
and for the good of the fervice, to order the whole 
party to hold themfelves in readinefs to march ata 
moment’s warning, and have thereby entitled them 
to Batta. 
This is the only means of putting a ftop to the 
Gefertion, and if it has the defired eficct, will be 
well worth the expence. 


S 5.— Fhe next day we received two more letters 
from Meffrs. Amyatt and Hay, containing an ac- 
count of an affront offered to fome of the gentlemen 
ef their Company by the Nabob’s Chokies, and men- 
tioning that the Nabob ftill inhiited on the removal 
of our troops from Patna, and fatisfaction for the 
grievances ; that parties of horfe were {ftationed all 
ound them to prevent their efcape, and that 5000 

MCA 
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mien were detached to Bengal, with other circum- 
ftances, confirming their opinion that the Nabob 
would not treat. 

To this opinion the Board formally entered their 
affent, and proceeded to form a plan for the con- 
duct of the war, whenever it fhould break out. 

The following difpofition was refolved upon ac- 
cordingly, with which Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay 


were acquainted, and again directed to leave Mong- 
heer as they could. ; 





T 56.—Extraée of Confultation of the 18th June 1763; 
(prefent Meffrs. Vanfittart, Adams, Billers, Car- 
tier, Haltings, Marriott, a@xzd Waits.) 


Ic is agreed therefore, in order to form a front 
for the protection of the Company’s aurungs and 
lands, to fecure their inveftment and revenues in 
the beft manner poffible, and to endeavour to col- 
edt what we can from the other provinces, to 
aniwer the expence of the war, that our troops be 
immediately prepared for taking poft according to 
the following difpofition. 

Captain Knox with his detachment in the pro- 
vince of Beerboom. | | 

A detachment of 200 of the Company’s troops 
and 300 Seapoys, in the province of Nuddea or 
Kifnagur. : 

The body of the army from Ghyretty at Cof- 
fimbuzar, to poffelfs themfelves of the city of Moor- 
fhedabad. 

That in this difpofition the troops fhall march 
as nearly as poffible in a line, fo as to be able to 
fupporte each orher, and the whole to act under 
the orders of Major Adams. 

The diftance of Captain Knex’s prefent ftation 
at Jellafore being confiderable, 

R 3 Aeree l 
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Agreed, That whilft the other preparations are 
making, he be directed to march to Midnapoor, 
and there wait with his party in readinefs for mov- 
ing, until he fhall receive our further orders, leav- 
ing behind him one company of Seapoys and two 
or three Gunners, to defend the poft ac fellafore. 


U 5.—As-there was now fo great an appearance 
oF an approaching rupture, it was judged neceflary to 
“Q@me to fome certain refolution with ref{pect to the 
ssovernment of the country on fuch an event, fup- 
pofing the removal of Meer Coffim from the Suba» 
dary fhou!d. be the iffues; likewtle with refpedt to 
the precautions which fhould be taken for reim- 
burfing to the Company the expence of the im- 
pending war, and to private merchasts the loffes 
which they might fuftain in their concerns in the 
country. On thefe points the fevéeral members were 
to Come prepared with their opinions to the next 
meeting, which was held accordingly on the 2oth 3. 
and the following are the opinions delivered in by 
the feveral members. 


Extra of Confultation of the 20th June 14762, 
(prefent Mleffrs. Vanfittarr, Adams, Billers, 
Cartier, Eiaftings, Marriott, azd Watts.) 


ifr. Watts’ s Opinion. 


Mr. Watts is of opinion, that fhould a rupture 
be unavoidable, the beft method would be the 
taking of the Government into our own hands, on 
account of the Company ; but as. the keeping of 
it and fetthng it properly will require a large force, 
he thinks it at prefent impracticable, and that the 
attempting it would be running a rifk of involving 
the country in a fcene of war, which, with our pre- 
fent force, we could not foon put a ftop to. 


Fie 
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He therefore judges, that the moft advifeable 
tnethod will be, the fixing upon a perfon whoa has 
fome influence in the country 3; but that before we 
declare him, a treaty Ought ro be made, and every 
precaution taken, to prevent any difputes hereafter, 
which will be unavoidable, if the limits of each 
party’s power are not fixed; as alfo the liberties of 
our trade fettled. Khefe two points require much 
confidetation, and as each party muft give up fome- 
thing to the other, he begs leave to defer giving 
his further fentiments at prefent. 

Fhe perfon who fhall be appointed fhould pay 
to the Company the charges that may attend the 
war; but as it cannot be expected he will, or it 
may fo happen that he will not, have ready money to 
anfwer this, andthemany other demands he will have 
on him, at his arifing to the Government, and the 
preffing him for the payment might give unea- 
finefs; he thinks a grant of certain lands might be 
given the Company for ever, and he would prefer 
the following, as they may be maintained with a 
very little expence, are almoft fecured againít any 
invaGon, and are thofe in which the greateft pare 
of the Company’s goods are manufactured. 

All the lands bounded on the Weft by the 
Ftoughly-river, on the North by the Jelinghury- 
river, onthe Eaft by the Pudda, and South by the 
ica. 

All lands and cities which lie between the South- 
bank of the Magna [or any other great river to 
the northward of the city of Dacca] and the fea, 
and as far F.aft as that river may run. 

He alfo thinks that the perfon fixed upon fheu'd 


make reflitution for all private lofies. 
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ivlr. WMilarrictt’s Opinion. 


In regard to the fettling the country in cafe of a 
rupture with the Nabob, and the removal of him 
trom the Subafhip, which now appears unavoidable ; 
the firft difpofition that occurs, is the taking the 
country into our own hands, calling ourfclves 
Dewan for the King, and applying to him accord- 
ingly for Sunnuds, promifing and paying him his 
annual revenues for the provinces of Bengal, Ba- 
har, and Orixa, as former Nabobs ufed to do, and 
which latter ones have never done. ‘This difpo- 
hition, however, is liable to many objections, and 
at pretent impracticable, as our whole force is very 
infufiicient to keep poffeffion of fuch a triét of 
country. 

The next method that occurs, is the fixing on 
another man as Nabob, whe may be more under 
our direction than the prefent ; for there appears 
mo medium that can be obferved: we muft either 
govern him, or he will us, and we mutt fubmit to 
have affairs on the footing they were in Seraja 
Dowla’s time, if fuch a ftep is not followed. 

lf putting another Subah in the Government is 
approved, the next thing to be conficered is the 
perfon proper for the purpofe; and being unac- 
quarnred with any of the pretent Nabob’s JemmaAdars, 
or other men of family in the country, I can think 
of no one but the late Nabob, whofe chief caufe 
for refigning the Subafthip being then removed, 
would take the weight of the Government again 
on himfelf, and agree to what we might propofe ; 
which, I thall think, need only be the demands 
now made upon Colfim Aly Cawn, with a {ttpu- 
lation cf the number of troops he fhould keep up, 
and alfo of the number of ours he fhou!td have 
about his perfon. 


WY ith 
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With regard to the reimburfing the Company 
for the expences of the war, a calculation fhould 
be made of them as near as poffible, and fuch a 
fum required for the payment, either in money, 
Or in the revenues of a traét of lands, called and 
collected by the Company, till fuch fum was dif- 
charged. It fhould likewife be ftipulated, that 
the perfon promoted fhould make good the lIoffes 
private perfons may fuftain on this occafion, but 
the neceffary amount cannot be détermined on at 
prefent ; and that he fhould make a gratuity in 
money to the military, for their fervices. 

Many objections I am fenfible may be ftarted 
again{tt reinftating the old Nabob, one, our Ho- 
nourable matters approved of the late changes; but 
yet, if their noble acquifitions are continued to them, 
and tranquillity reftored in the country, I flatter 
myfelf, they will not objeét to the name of Meer 
Jaffier Aly, whofe natural refentment againft us 
may be changed, and if it fhould nor, it may be 
curbed, by keeping always fome of our troops with 
him. 

Ihe late Nabob’s weak capacity, that was made 
an argument againit him, I think would, confiftent 
with good politics, rather plead in his favour, 
as it certainly can never be the Company’s intereft 
to have an enterprifing Nabob for the Subah of 
thefe provinces ; it being fo natural for a man in 
that {tation to endeavour at all rates to render him- 
felf independent. 





flr. Haftings’s Opinion. 


Whatever be the event of a war with the Nabobg 
which I yet hope may be avoided, as, I have ever 
declared again{t all the meafures which have led to 
it, I might well decline giving my opinion with 
refpect to the fitteft eftablifhment to take place 

9 upon 
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upon the fubverfion of the prefent ; but I muft con- 
fefs, that this is a point of fuch difficulty, that I 
mult of neceffity leave it to abilities fuperior to 
my own, to point out fuch a provifion, as may 
ferve both to remedy the divifions and blood fhed, 
which fuch a change will introduce in the country, 
and to preferve the Enghfh name from reproach, 
and the Company from {inking with the weight of 
their own acquifitions.— I hefe confequences | think 
unavoidable, though there is little likelihood that 
our difpute with the Nabob will be of long dura- 
tion or give us much trouble. 

For reimburfing the Company’s expences, and 
the lofs which their trade, as well as that of private 
merchants may fuftain in the courfe of the war, 
care fhould be taken to affign a proper and limited 
fund for that purpofe, which may be determined 
upon whenever the plan is fixed for the operations 


of the war. 
llr. Cartier’s Opinion. 


The Keeping of this immenfe traét of country, 
for the ufe and fervice of the Honourable Com- 
pany, would lead us into fuch a feene of difficulties, 
that we fhou!d not eafily get above, nor do I think 
the civil or military body on this eftablhifhmene 
fufficiently large for the management and protec- 
tion of the fame, which would be the means of 
giving birth to endlefs wars and oppreffions, and 
produce difaffections among the natives. I hefe, 
among other reafons that might be urged, are fuf- 
ficient with me to difapprove a ftep of this nature ; 
zut as a war being in my opinion now unavoidable, 
it becomes neceflary to confider what meafures are 
moft likely to bring it to a fpeedy conclufion, as 
well as thofe which may tend to fupport us in its 


duration ; it is therefore in my opinion abfolutely 
neceflary 


Relative to the Difiurbances in BENGAL. 25 


neceflary we aim to form and fix an alliance with 
fuch Officers that may be in, or out of employ 
under the prefent Government, whole influence or 
credit might be of real fervice ; and that we im- 
mediately declare in favour of fome perfon as 
Subah of this province, whofe intereft in it might 
facilitate the method of gaining over thofe Officers. 
— Ihe reittoring of Meer Jaffer Aly Cawn to his 
former dignity, wouid be the moft likely means of 
effecting thofe ends, and in all human probabiliry 
moft agreeable to the country: Ie would further- 
more be doing an act of juftice to a man, who, in 
my Opinion, never injured us: though I declared 
in favour cf Meer Taffier Aly Cawn, I think we 
ought to regulate certain matters with him, as 
might tend to a folid eftablifhment of his Govern- 
ment, and preferve our own influence, which, if 
mot abuted, the reRrictions we may fubjeét him to, 
will, I hope, be confidered as a method beft 
adaptcd to continue a laiting; peace to the country. 
The reftricétions are, as follows: 

1{t, That his ftanding force fhould not exceed 
5000 effective horfe, and 10,000 gun-men, and 
this body to be diftributed on the different frontiers 
of his country. ‘That his conftant refidence be as 
Mioorfhedabad, and that no more than soo horfe 
and 2000 gun-men do take poft there; Mongheer 
to be evacuated by the Court of his Excellency, 
and to be garrifoned as a fort: that a corps of 
250 Europeans, and a battalion of Seapoys Ee al- 
ways in cantonments at Coffimbuzar, tor the pro- 
tétion of his Excellency’s perion, in cale of ne- 
ccenity. 

2d, That a treaty, previous to the operations of 
our army fhould be fettled with the Nabob on the 
above points 5 likewife as ro the grants of Jagheery 
Sunnuds for the three provinces of Burcd!iwan, Mid- 
Map or, and Chittagong, the icttiement of our 

pS CUA og 


esz ORIGINAL PAPERS 


trade, on the footing we demand it to be on, until 
the pleafure of the Company is known, and a ra- 
tification of the reft of the feveral demands made 
on Coffim Aly Cawn, which we may think indif- 
penfibly neceffary to ftick to. 

That the expences of the war be defrayed by the 
WNabob, and indemnification for all real loffes, thart 
may be fuftained by private perfons of this fettle- 
ment in the courfe of the war, and fince the com- 
mencement of thefe difputes, if owing to them : 
The capture of whatever treafure may be made 
from the prefent Nabob, to belong to Meer Jaffier, 
to enable him to anfwer the above difburfements, 
and to make a gratification to the troops of his 
Miajefty, and thofe of the Company. 


Mr. Billers’s Opinion. 


Mor. Billers gives it as his opinion, that if the 
prefent Nabob is in confequence of a war removed 
from the Subafhip, a perfon of influence fhould 
be put in poffeffion of the Government, for on a 
declaration of fuch our intention, it is to be ima- 
gined many of the Zemindars that are difaffected to 
the prefent Subah, would declare themfelves in 
our favour. Hie would have fuch perfons pure 
under proper reiftrictions 3 Jikewife thofe Sunnuds 
for the lands now called Tuncaws, changed into 
Jagheery Sunnuds, and confirmed by him as fuch, 
and the feveral remaining articles infift-d on from 
the prefent Nabob, ratified by him: that he fhould 
be obliged to hold his Court at Moorfhedabad, 
and evacuate Moongheer, and only look on it as a 
frontier town, and guard it as fuch: he fhould be al- 
lowed a proper number of troops to guard the three 
provinces and collect his revenues, which number 
fhould be fettled by the Governor and Council, 
and limited fo as to put it Out of his power to hurt 


the 


Relative ta the Difturbances in BENGAL. 252 


the Englhfh: he fhould be put in poffefiion of all 
the treafure that may be found in Mongheer, and 
fuch riches as may belong to the prefent-Nabob. 

For reimburfing the expences of the Company, 
and loffes fuftained by private people, he fhould be 
obliged to allow a certain fum which may hereafter 
be itipulated, 

If he (Mr. Billers) is called upon to nominate 
aman, he thinks the former Nabob, Meer Jafie, 
Aly Cawn,. in every refpeét a proper perfon. e 

Hle is further of opinion, that a proper recom- 
pence fhould be made both to the King’s and Com- 
pany’s troops, for putting the perfon faxed upon 
in full poffefion of the Government. 


Major Akdams’s Opinion. 


In cafe it fhould be deemed necefflary to remove 
the Nabob, in confequence of a war, I think it 
will be requifite to fer fome perfon up in oppofition 
to him, whofe influence in the country may draw 
to his and our affiftance many of the Nabob’s 
Officers. 

As I am not acquainted with either the influence 
or abilities of the principal men of the country, IL 
beg leave to refer to the fentiments of the other 
Gentlemen at the Board, whofe perfonal acquaint- 
ance with them, and knowledge of their characters, 
enables them to judge who would be the propereft 
perfon co treat with on an affair of fuch importance. 

The perfon nominated fhould, I think, be laid 
under fuch reftri€tions, as to render him incapable 
of difturbing the trade and tranquillity of the 
country, and ocblige himfelf to reimburfe the Com- 
pany the whole expence of the war, and fatisfy the 
private merchants for the loffes they may fuftain 5 


but that no ftep fhould be taken in the affair = 
the 
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the Board have received anfwers to their letters 
written to Mefirs. Amyart and Hay, on the gth 
and rath inftant. 


The Prefident’?s Opinion. 


Although fome of the demands made on the 
Wabob, and which have occafioned his prefent ilt 
difpoGition, are fuch as I have always difapproved, 
and thought unjuft, and fuch as the Company’s 
interefis are no way concerned in, yet I hoped 
and believed the Nabob would have acquieiced 
therein, and waited with patience until an anfwer 
could be received from the Court of Directors. But 
as he is {fo rath and ill advifed, as to comunit acts 
of violence againft us of fuch a nature, as 
portend a total rupture, 1 fhall ofe all diligence in 
forwarding the neceflary preparations for iuch an 
event; and notwithftanding my difapprobation of 
the fteps by which this war is likely to be broughce 
on, at atime when the Company’s bufinefs meets 
with no interruption, yet, when hoftilities do una- 
voidably commence, no one will be more forward 
in promoting fuch vigorous meafures, as feem moft 
conducive to bring it to a fpeedy flue. 

While fuch meafures are purfuing, and we are 
here; as but war, I {hall think it my duty to remain 
in a ftate ct foon as I fee cur Honourable matters 
affairs reftored to a ftate of fecurity and tranquil- 
lity, I am determined to quit the chair, as I will 
mever be concerned in a fecond regulation of the 
Government of the provinces, after the depofing 
of Coffim Aly Cawn, which I fuppofe to be the 
intent of the war, and in all human probability, 
will be fpeedily accomplifhed. 

I was one of the Board cf feleét committee, who 
in the month of September 17690, determined 
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on the treaty with Coffim Aly Cawn, which foor 
after brought him to the Nizamut. Although our 
reiolutions were unanimous, fome members, who 
were at that time not in Bengal, raifed afterwards 
abundance of objections, were not fparinge of re- 
proaches again{ft the members who were prefent, 
and fome even declared they thought that treaty 
not binding upon them: a ftrong oppofition was 
formed thereon, and every opportunity has fince 
been taken of aggravating difputes with the Nabob, 
by which means jealoufies and fufpicions have been 
nourlifhed, until they are grown to the ftate in 
which we now fee them. 

Thus experienced, it is not furpriGinge that I 
fhould be unwilling to give my vote for any par- 
ticular perfon to ftucceed Coffim Aly Cawn, or to 
enter into a difcuffion of the Company’s right to 
nominate to fuch fucceffion, upon which fome doubts 
may arife, for although they may contraét with 
the neareft heir to fupport his pretenfions, which 
was the nature of our engagement with Coffim Aly 
Cawn, it may not follow that they have a righe 
to proceed to a new appointment, in cafe there be 
no heir to the fame family : but as it is my defign 
that my Government fhall expire as {foon as Coffim 
Aly Cawn is depofed, and the tranquillity of the 
country reftored 5 it is more for our FHionourable 
matters benefit, and the welfare of the province, 
that all queftions relative to the fucceffion, be de- 
cided by thofe who wil] remain here to fupport the 
perfon in whofe tavour they may turn. 

WY hatever may be the refolutions of the Board, 
y fhall do my utmoft to promote their fuccefsful 
execution, as long as | remain in the chair; and 
the perfon who may be treated with, I think fhould 
engage to pay the Company fuch a fum as may 
be ftipulated for the expences of the war, as like- 
wife duch further ium as fhall be agreed on for in- 

l demnification 
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demnification of the loffes which the merchants, 


faving under our protection, will unavoidably fufler 
in their concerns in the country. 


After thefe opinions had been read and much 
debate paffed on the fubjeét at the Board, it was 
refolved that the members fhould take time, till 
the next meeting, to determine on a matter of fuch 
importance. . 


On the 23d arrived the following letter. 


W 5. Copy ofa Letter from Mefirs. Amyatt 
and Yay to the Board. 


Dated June 14, 17635. 


T appears to us from the Nabob’s difpofition of 
his forces, both by his ftrengthéninge the detach- 
ments towards Beerboom and Moorfhedabad, and 
his ordering to be affembled at Patna his troops 
from the high country and other places to the weift- 
ward, and from what he has dropt in converfation, 
that he defigns to attack at the fame time both Burd- 
wan and.our forces at Patna, in hopes cf fubduing 
them before they can be fuccoured. He conti- 
nues to treat us with the greateft Night, and we 
almoft daily meet with infults from his people. 

We have thought it neceffary to write you the 
above, and to forward you a duplicate of the cy- 
pher, the receipt of which you have not yet acknow- 
ledged, as we are doubtful what the event may be 
on our delivering the Governor’s letter to his Ex- 
cellency to-morrow, efpecially as we have receiv- 
ed fo little protection from him for our people 
fince we have been here, and he feems to have fo 
high an opinion of his own force; which we ima- 
gine he is led to by the Armenian, who is his fole 


Miinifter, 
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Miinifter, and we believe the only perfon that in- 
fluences him to a rupture. The laft time we were 
with the Nabob he told us that peace er war de- 
pended on the removing our troops from Patna, 
which if we complied with, he would then talk 
on bufinefs. 

Our Gentlemen were again ftopped this morning 
at the fame Chokey, and carried prifoners to the 
WNabob through his army. ‘The Nabob has been 
pleafed to fay, he has confined the péople, and witl 
give us fatisfaction for this. 

A Note in cypher. | Oo 

Wee delivered the Govetncor’s letter to the Nabob 
this morning; 3; on reading which, he immediately 
declared there was war; but told us we might wait 
until we received the Governor and Council’s 
orders, and fend him under our hands and feals the 
amount of them; when in cafe they did not order 
down our troops from Patna, he would fend us 
pafiports to go to Calcutta, but that he would de- 
tain Mr. Hay for fecuritys, that his Aumils and 
people in our hands be delivered up. We conclude 
that the Nabob’s view in this, is principally the 
{afety of Petruce: We therefore recommend the 
immediate fecuring of that man, as Mr. Hlay’s 
only fecurity,; who has agreed to remain with the 
INabob. | 

W 5. a. — The precaution which they recome 
mended with refpeét to Coja Petruce,; was accord- 
ingly obferved, though there was fufficient reafon 
to think their furmife groundlefs, Ance the Nabob’s 
declared pretence for detaining Mr. Fiay, was the 
meftt natural conftruétion that could be put 
upon that action; and had he {topped here, the 
{tricte(t juftice could hardly have condemned him 
for it, after the provocation which we had givens 
and the examp!e which we had afforded him. 

Vor. Ll, S Fhe 
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The next lerter containcda Mort glimpie of hope, 
Qiving juit resien to think, that the Nabob, having 
tried the effects of a long opp whtion, and dreaded 
the conteguences of a war, was now reiolved to 
conient to peace upon any conditions: their Ictter 
was as follows. 


pa Da I Copy of a £266 For Jro LT effrs. Amyatt 
anced Ylay to the Board. 


Dated ro June 1762. 


Hi iS evening Rajah Wobit Roy has been 

with us, to inform us, that his Excellency 
eonfents to releate the boats with arms immediately, 
and will treat without perfifting in his prcliminary 
demand, of removing the troops from Patna; and 
we have accordingly agreed to wait on him to- 
morrow. 


The flattering profpećt which this letter had 
opened, vanifhed almoít in the inftant of its fir 
exiftence, and was fucceeded by flying reports of 
troubles already commenced at Patna, which, 
though impoffible to be traced to any credible au- 
thority, and told with improbable and contradic- 
tory circumitances, yet left mo doubt that lome 
extraordinary and calamitous event had given rife 
to them. What added to the credit of thefe ru- 
mours was, that we had not heard from Patna fcr 
iome days, and on the 30th of the month we were. 
informed by a letter from the Gentlemen at Cof- 
mmbuzar, that our Dauks had been made prifoners 
Sy the Faugedar of Rajemohull, and the letters 
feized, by whi.h our communication with Patra 
and NMfongheer was entirely ftopped. 

in the mean time were received, two letters in 
a very different ityle from the Nabob, one on the 


Ss 26th. 
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26th, and the other on the 29th of June; both of 
them are hcre inferted, and the reader is left to 
make the obvious comments on the pacific difpo- 
ition, which the Nabob plainly fhewed to the laft, 
until he was driven to the necefflity cf ftanding on 
his defence, by the actual hoftilities begun by the 
factory at Patna. 


A 6. — Copy of a Letter from the Nabob zo ¢he 


Csovernor. 


Dated 19 June 1703. 


Fi AV E received your kind letter with pleafure. 
You write, that ** You have read the lift of 
< demands prefented by Mr. Amyatt, with my 
‘<¢ anfwer to each article, that it is furprizing thart 
<< not one of them has been confented to. “hat 
ec I repeatedly write for the removal cf the troops 
<< from Patna; and that you and Mr. Amyatt 
cece never wrote to me thataerms were not cifpatched 
<€ to that place, but that the forces which are al- 
<c ready there want mufkets, that I had ftopped fix 
<< boats loaded with mufkets, and taken from the 
<< Company’s Gomaftah at Bahar 20cO maunas 
€: of falt-petre s that 4 or 500 mufkets, Or 2009 
ce maunds of falt-petre, were no great matter to 
<< either of us, but by fuch unprotitable actions L 
c: rendered entircly ufelefs and inefiectual, all your 
<< endeavours and ttucy to preferve peace and union 
<c between us. That from ali thefe circumftances 
< you fuppofed, that I was refolved upon a rup- 
‘fc ture; if fo, that I fhould write it plainly: that 
ce I might be affured, that unlefs I releated the 
<< boats and arms, there would be an end to all 
<< friendfhip and peace, and to all mutual concerns 
ee berween us.”” 
or, 
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Sir, in my reply to each article of the demands, 
what have I anitwered contrary to the treaty, 
or not conformable to juftice, or what bufinefs of 
yours have I put a top to? Write me an inftance, 
that I may know it. From the profeffions of. you, 
Gentlemen, and. my own confidence in you, I al- 
fured myfelf that the troops at Patna were for my 
fervice, and for that reafon I {fent for them. I new 
underftand that they. are kept at Patna for the de- 
fence and bufinefs of the factory, and for. my 
‘grievance and detriment. Had I known as much 
before, I fhould not have fent for them, nor had 
Z any cther reafon for defiring their removal from 
Patna; but that Mr. Ellis is my profeffled enemy, 
and. for thefe two years has created difturbances, 
Jeaving unattempted no means to ruin my affairs. 
For this reafon, if- you think it proper to keep up 
forces at Patna, and that the boats of arms fhould 
be releafed, it is fit that you appoint Mr. Amyatr, 
or Mr. M<‘Gwire, or Mr. Hattings, which foever 
of thefe Gentlemen you approve of, to the Chief- 
fhip of Patna, and remove Mr. Ellis from that. 
Place. -By this means good order wil] be intro- 
duced into both our affairs; but if you, Gentlemen, 
are refolved at all events. upon a rupture, write me 
fo plainly. : 

Whoever wrote’ you, Gentlemen, that I had 
feized your fale-petre, ‘wrote an abfolute falfe- 
hood, and with 2 wicked de&Sgn. It is true that 
4 Or 500 muikets are of no great matter to you. 
Weverthelefs, they would be of ufe to me in the 
appearance which they. would have with the Ze- 
mindars; and the common people of this country. If 
you will oblige me, by granting me this flight fa- 
vour, I may at length reap this benefit (be ic great 
or fmill) in three years, fromthe influence of the 
Company, and the kindnefs of you, Gentlemen. 
The amount of their price. I wiil pay: if you will 
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mot give them, you are the mafters of your own 
goods. You ought to confider well from what 
quarter war and difcord fhew themfelves: for in- 
{tance, the Englifh Council has fent ftriét orders 
to all the Gomattahs of their factories, that upon 
any fault being committed by any of the Officers 
of the Sircar, they fhall, without acquainting me, 
or my WNaibs, or Aumils, chaftize them, and carry 
them away prifoners. And though I had difmiffed 
Mahomed Aly from my fervice, and fent for 
him, when he had waited a few days to prepare 
his accounts, and was upon the point of {erting out 
for this. place, your people feized him, and carried 
him to Calcutta; and befides this, they have im- 
prifoned feveral others of the Officers of the Sircar. 
Fe is needlefs to write what diigrace they have 
thrown upon my affairs. Eiad 1 refufed to punifh 
them upon conviction of their faults, yet, in thac 
cafe, it would not have been juft to quarrel] with 
my Officers. Whatever claims, or feifures, or war, 
or force were to be made, ought to have fallen 
upon me. After fo opprovrious an act, fo oppofte 
to the rules of friendihip, what room was there 
left for mutual confidence ? 

‘To your demand, that I fhould write plainly, 
whether my defigns are for war, I declare to you 
plainly, that I, upon no account, defire a war with 
you, Gentlemen, nor do I interrupt either the 
Company’s trade, or your foreign commerce. But 
you, Gentlemen, fetting on foot once or twice every 
vear a new treaty, enter into negotiations, and 
inGt on an anfwer to your own liking: by this 
you leave me without remedy: whatevcr-is to be 
clone, delay not: if I have done any thing contrary 
to the old treaty, acquaint me with IC. Ycu have 
raken Burdwan and the other countries, for de- 
fsiyinge the expences of the Englifh army, and im 
rho old tecatry you have written, that your army 
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fhall attend me, and now when I defire you to 
remove the forces from Patna, and fuffer them to 
attend me, you make excufes and denials: this is 
foreign from suftice. With refpecét to Mr. Ellis, 
how fhall I fpeak, or how fhall I write? What 
quarrels he has made with my people from the 
beginning, and how he has injured my affairs: now 
he is every day making preparations againit Meer 
Mahomed Mahdy Cawn, and making a fhew of 
his forces before him, and is ready to attack him. 
In this cafe, I and my people are without remedy. It 
is the duty of every man to defend his own honour. 

P. S. Sir, Concerning what you write of Meer 
Mahomed Jaffer Cawn’s monthly allowance ; you 
know that I have not at this time an Aumil in my 
place, and that the revenues of the Sircar are at a 
ftand 5; as foon as the Aumils are gone into their 
itations, I will without fail difcharge it. 


A 6 a.——Copy of e Letter from the Nabob zte 


the Governor. 


Dated 22 June 1763. 


i ke V E already acquainted you fully and re- 

peatedly with the affairs of this place, and you 
will have underftood the whole. At this time, 
upon the receipt of your letter, in which you inff 
on the releafe of the boats laden with mufkets; I 
have complied with your defire, and releafed the 
boats with the mufkets: but Mefirs. Amyatt 
and Hay have given me this plain anfwer, that 
they received an order of the Council, which is, 
that the troops at Patna fhall never be removed, 
as you will obferve by the letter written to me by 
thofe Gentlemen, of which I fend you a copy. 


AS 
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As to the pzrticulars of Mr. Eilis, what fhall I 
write ? Daily is he feeking an oceafion to quarrel 
with Meer Mahomed Mahdy Cawn Bahadre, and 
now by what I can learn, that genileman is bene 
upon the defien of affhulting the fort of Patna. 
To this purpofe I have juft received an arzee from 
Meer Mahomed Mahdy Cawn Bahadre, with a 
paper of news of that quarter. I opened them in 
the prefence of Mefirs. Amyatt and Flay. A copy 
of each I fend you inclofed in this letter for your 
perufal, and from them you will have a clear view 
of all particulars. And in the fame manner the 
Englifh Seapoys are committing ail manner of vio- 
lence and holtilities. A letter upon this fubyecét, 
which I received from Manfthing, the Aumil of that 
quarter, I have fhewn to the {aid gentleman, and 
now fend you a copy of it likewife for your infor- 
mation. 

By your friendfhip and kindnefs my affairs have 
been bro ght to this país. The meaneft perfon 
that exifts could never have itubmitted to ufe fo 
great a forbearance. And that I have forborne fo 
long was owing to this only, that your reputation 
might not fuffer with your matters. fI naw leave 
you to your own concerns, fince Mr. Ellis has pro- 
ceeded to fuch lengths as to prepare Jadders and 
platforms, in order to take the tort of Patna; now 
you may take whatever meafures you think beft for 
the intereft of the Company and your own. I re- 
meated'y wrote to you to relcafe me from this bufi- 
nefs, and appoint another, but you did not ever 
reply to me on this fubjeét. Since the Chiefs of the 
factori:s are ftretching out their hands againit my 
honour and reputation, I and my people are in 
every refpeét without remedy, nor is it in My power 
to ufe any longer torbearance. 

P. S. Sir, fiance the receipt of the former arzee 
from Meer Mahomed Cawn Bahadre, another arzce 
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with a paper of news is arrived. The fubftance 
ot ac is, that the Englifh are throwing: down the 
houfis of Baukypoor, and expelling the tenants, in 
order to make intrenchments. When the Zemin- 
dar of that place went to Mr. Carftairs to repre- 
fence this affair to him, that gentleman paid no re- 
gard to him. I fend you inclofed a copy of the ar- 
zee, and the paper of news. 


Gopy of a Letter from Meer Mahomed Mahdy 
Cawn Bahadre, zo rhe Nabob. 


T Have continually reprefented to your Excel- 
lency, that the Chief of the factory at Patna is 
bent upon a rupture, and your Excellency, in an- 
iwer to my arzces, continually informs me, that a 
peace will fhortly be concluded, and the Englifh 
troops withdrawn from Patna. I have fent repeat- 
ed reprefentations of the ftate of this place, that 
that gentleman was refolved on a rupture, infomuch 
that he has even made platforms and high ladders 
for {caling the walls of the fort. One day he made 
them ready with this defign, and was near the 
walls, when a ftorm of wind and rain came on and 
caufed him toc defer it. This is our ftate. But 
your Excellency neither fends reinforcements, nor 
gives me any orders to fight. What then am I to 
do, fitting here inactive ? Since the Seapoys of 
Bengal ‘have gained an ill name for their treachery 
to the former Nazims, it is not in my power to 
bring myfeif to fo much forbearance and want of 
{pirit. If chat Chief is.determined on a quarrel, I 
will put up with no more infults, but will fight 
with him. 

P. S. On the sth of the Moon, the Hiircarahs 
of the Sircar delivered me a paper of news, which 
{fend for your Excellency’s information, inclefed 
in my azdafhit. 


Copy 
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Copy of the Paper of News. 


I have repeatedly informed your Excellency of 
the difturbances committed by Mr. Ellis. This t$ 
the prefent ftate. “Fhe difturbances created by the 
faid gentleman daily imcreafe, his Seapoys’ comè 
clofe to the fort, and give ill language to the pto- 
ple of the fort, and fay to them, ‘* What do you 
“<< fitting in the fort? Why do you not come out 
“<< into the plain that we may cut your heads off?” | 
In this manner they ufe infulting expreffions. And. 
that gentleman has alfo made platforms and bıgh 
ladders for fcaiing the walls. ne day with this 
degn he approached. the fort, when a form. of 
wind and ram came on. and caufed him to defer-it 
I daily write to you what paffies, but your Excel- 
lency takes no meatures for. redreffing:thefe matters, 
and Meer Mahomed Mahdy Cawn Bahadre will noe 
Hehe without your orders. 


Second Paper of News. 


To the weft of Moorlidar’s garden dwelt many 
tenants. Mr. M:LŻżeod turned them our, pulled 
their houfes down, and threw them upon the in- 
trenchments, whére builders are at work. The 
Zemindar of the place taking the renants with him, 
carried them before Captain Carftairs, and com- 
plained, but receiving no anfwer, was forced to re- 
turn with the tenants to his own houfe. 


Copy of a Letter from Mathing to the Nabob, 


Efave before reprefented the particulars of che 
affaulte made by Diaram, the Englifh Gomaftah, 
with a body of 500 Seapoys, &c. at the laft pahr 
of the night, on the Cutcherry ef the Pergunnah of 
Bahrbund. At thijs time about yoo men, Euro- 
| peang 
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peans and Seapoys, arrived at Cheelmary in the 
faid Pergunnah, have: plundered the merchants and 
tenants, and making their way to the Cutcherry 
early in the morning, they attacked my pefhcar in 
Ranny Gunge. They killed and wounded about 
fifteen of my peons, &c. and committed great ra- 
vages 5; though they are now returned to Dacca, 
yet they wiil not defift from their hoftile intentions. 
T befe difturbances repeatedly caufed by the Englifh 
have entirely ruined the Pergunnah. ‘The tenants 
are fled, the revenues are entirely ata ftand, and 
the lands are wafte. Added to thefe damages the 
“Funcaw of the Rungamatty Fougedar has futfered, 
and your Excellency can well judge in what manner 
the balances are to be recovered, and the new col- 
Jections made atnidít thefe diforders. Alfo the paft 
difturbances have made it neceffary to entertain a 
few horfe and foot for the protection of my honour, 
and I have been obliged to borrow money to pay 
them two months pay. I requeft that a Perwana 
may be granted me for a Tuncaw. 


B 6. — We were now upon the brink of a war, 
and no time was to be loft, wherefore, on the 2d 
of July orders were given for the army to march, 
and onthe 4th arrived the following note in cy- 
pher, from Mr. Amyatt, directed to Mr. Ellis, but 
brought by miftake to Calcutta, inftead of another 
of the fame tenor addreffed to the Board. 


We are made prifoners, as far as feizing our 
boats and furrounding of us can make us ; the boats 


with arms were ftopped a few miles from hence. 
Mongheer, June 21, 1763. 


Lhe Hirtarah who brought the news, reported, 
That being ftopped and detained a little on this 
fade of Moongheer by the Nabob’s chokeys, he learnt 

that 
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that Mr. Amyatt was gone to Patna, and that our 
forces there had attacked and taken the ciry. 

Though we could not depend upon this news, 
yet there was coo fufficient reafon to look -upon the 
breach between the Nabob and us as irreparable; 
nor was the Prefitent at a lofs what part to act in 
the fcenes which were prefented to him. 

Hitherto he had regarded the Nabob as the in- 
jured party, whofe conduct from the beginning of 
his Government to the opening of our laft difpures, 
and even to the prefent period, had been irre- 
proachable, except in a very few inftances which 
may be juftly placed to the diftrefs and defpairc 
to which he was driven. The Prefident confidered 
himfelf as the inftrument of the Nabob’s advance- 
ment, and therefore, in honour bound to fuppore 
him, whilft he obferved the conditions to which 
he had engaged himfelf with the Company, and 
from his ftation as Prefident, he was more efpe- 
cially concerned to preferve the fecurity of the Com- 
pany’s interefts, and the tranquillity of the country 
upon the eftablifhment, which he had fo principal 
a fhare in forming. ‘Therefore, in all the difputes, 
he had placed himfelf between the Nabob and the 
rage of his opponents, ’rill the fame grew too vio- 
lent to be extinguifhed, and threatened our own 
poffefions. The fame principle which had before 
engaged him in defence of the Nabob, now oblig- 
ed him to join with his aggreffors in repellang the 
evils to which the Company and the nation were ex- 
pofed. An objeét which ought to fupercede every 
other confideratton. 

Thefe motives had induced him to form the refo- 
lution which he had before publicly declared th 2 
minute already noticed of the zoth of June, to re- 
main in the chair, and affift in all the operations of 
the war, ’till it fhould be brought to a final iffue 3; 
leaving it to the other members of the a to 

orm 


268 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


form a new plan of Government, in which he was 
determined to have no concern. This refolution he 
now repeated to the Board in the following minute, 
believing, from the MHiircarah’s report, that Mr. 
Amyatt, who was the next in fucceffion to the 
chair, was now at Patna. 


C 6.— Copy of the Governors Minute in Confultation 
of the 4th of July 1703- 


I think it certain, from the ftoppage of our let- 
ters, the intelligence of the Edircara, and other re- 
ports, that hoftilities have begun at Patna, and that 
the breach with the Nabob is irreparable; that the 
army under the command of Major Adams fhould 
therefore march on towards Mongheer with ail ex- 
pedition, to fecure the Company’s poffeffions, and 
bring the war to a ípeedy iffue, although T am quite 
of opinion, as I always have been, that it would 
be begun, continued, and ended by our force at 
Patna. For the reft, as it is my rcefolution, for 
the reafons mentioned in my minute of the 2oth of 
June, to quit the Government as foon as the war 
is fo far determined, as that the Company’s fettle- 
ments and poffeffions run no riík, and which, I] 
doubt nor, will be the cafe before the month of 
September, I fhall be glad that Mr. Amyatt, who 
we have reafons to hope is fafe at Patna, was direct- 
ed to return to Calcutta by that time, to receive 
from me the charge of the Government, with the 
papers and inftructions thereunto belonging. 

The minutes entered in confultation of the 26th 
of June, regarding the plan for fettling the Govern- 
ment, in cafe of the removal of Coffim Aly Cawn 
from the Subafhip, were now read again at the 
Board, in order to come to fome conclufion upon 
the point ; and the opinions of Major Carnac and 
Mr. Batfon, which had not been taken with the 
ret, were now delivered in the following terms. 

NT ajor 
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Major Carnac’s Opinion. 


Though Major Carnac intirely difapproves of the 
revolution in favour of Cofim Aly Cawn, and did 
mot deem the authority by which it was effected as 
fuffiacient, from a conviction if the whole Council 
had been contulted, the majority would have been 
againit it; yet from the moment we had fhe ad- 
vice of our employers having acquiefced therein, it 
became our common duty to fupport to the utmofkt 
the new Nazim, fo long as our rights and privi- 
leges were not infringed by him, and the Major 
can fafely aver, no perion at the Board is more 
truely concerned than himfelf, at the meafures we 
are under the neceffity of taking. The Nabob 
Coffim Aly Cawn has for fome time paft fhewn fuch 
an indifpofition towards us, as would render it the 
height of folly to place any confidence in him; and 
however inclined the Board have fhewn themfelves 
by their long forbearance, and fending deputies to 
the eftablifhment of a mutual friendfthip, he has 
by his late aéts abfolutely put ic out of our power 
confiftently with honour, to come to an accommo- 
dation with him. We fhall therefore be juftified 
to the Company and the world, in exerting our 
endeavours for the reftoration of Meer Jafficr, an 
attonement which Major Carnac looks upon as due 
to him, for the injultice which he thinks was done 
him in depeGng him. And as he is of opinion he 
fhould be proclaimed at Calcutta, and taken up 
with Pajor Adams to iMitoorihedabad, and there 
placed upon the Moufnud, that a manifefto fhould 
be publifhed, {etting forth the reafons for the change 
of Government; and there is no doubt but as Meer 
Jaficr, from the conQideration in which he has for 
many years been held, muit have a number of 
frie nls, feveral of the moft confiderable perfons in 
tic coantry will flock to his fiandard, i 
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D 6. Major Carnac begs leave to fubmit to 
the Board the terms which in isis opinion fhould be 
made the ground-work of a treaty to be concluded 
between us and Meer Jaffer. 

The confirmation of the ceffion of the three pro- 
vinces of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, 
with this alteration, that they be now made over to 
us in property, inftead of their revenues only being 
affioned to us, as is the cafe at prefent. 

An univerfal freedom of trace to be allowed us, 
and the other privileges which the deputies were 
commifioned to demand of Coffim Aly Cawn. 

‘The defraying the expences of the war, and a full 
indemnification to be made to the private fufterers, 
as well as to the public, for all loffes fuftained. To 
enable Meer Jaffier to do fo immediately, the trea- 
fure of Coffim Aly Cawn, if laid hold of, to be put 
into his hands; but in cafe of failure herein, the re- 
venues of the Nuddea province to be mortgaged to 
us, till every body is reimburfed. The farm of the 
Purnea Petre to be given to the Company. 

The ill confequence of fuffering an overgrowth 
of power in a Nabob, being but too apparent, he 
fhould in future be fo limited in the number of his 
forces, as to be obliged to have hts main depen- 
dance upon thofe of the EB ngtifh. The principal of 
our troops fhould therefore be ftationed at Burrum- 
poor (where there is a piece of ground already 
marked out, and given to us) where proper canton- 
ments may be erected, wherever he has occafion for 
their fervices, and this difpofition will preferve our 
military, it being a very healthy fpot, whereas they 
have fatally experienced (the two laft feafons parti- 
cularly) the unhealthinefs of Calcutta. 





D 6. a. dr. Batfon’s Opinion. 


The Nabob Cofflim Aly Cawn has plainly mani- 
defted, by his general conduct, fince he has been 
| raifed 
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raifed to the Subadiry, and more particularly by 
the feveral acts of hoftility, to which he has lately 
proceeded, that he has the moft inveterate enmity 
againft us, and that his defign is to extirpate us en- 
tirely out of his country, if ever it fhould be in his 
power ; the delays already procured by the gentle- 
men, who have fo ftrenuoufly fupported his caufe, 
have fubjeéted our affairs to great dangers and in- 
conveniences, and brought on us fome difgraces. 

I am of opinion therefore, that to keep terms 
with Meer Coffim any longer, or attempt any ac- 
commodation with him, is highly detrimental to 
the interefts of the Company and Nations; and I 
propofe that we reinftate the old Nabob in his go- 
vernment, of which he has been unjuftly deprived; 
hereby I chink we fhail attain the defirable end of 
ef{tablifhing the Company’s affairs on a {olid foun- 
dation, and clear ourfelves of the imputation of a 
breach of faith, which though really due to a faction 
among us, has through this country been caft on 
the nation in general. 


The majority of opinicns agreeing in the appoint- 
ment of another perlon to the Subafhip, this point 
came the next under confideration, and the choice 
of the Board feil of courfe upon Jafier Aly Cawn, 
Mr. Etlaftings and the Prefident remaining neuter 
upon the occafion 3; and it was accordingly refolved 
that he fhould be reftored to the Nizamut. The 
next day we received two letters from Mr. Amyatt; 
the firit dated from Seapunge, the 25th of June, 
advifing us, that from all the Nabob’s actions he 
and Mr. Hiay both judged that he intended war, 
and that he would attack our troops at Patna; that 
four days before an Armenizn Commander, with 
a ftrone reinforcement of horfe, foot, and cannon, 
went to Patna, and that the Armenians folely ma- 
nage him, and urged the difputes. The laft at 
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from Lootee, the goth of June, and advifed uss 
that the Nabob had given him a paffport, and pur 
aman with him to conduét him and his party tafe 
to Calcutta. That night we received a letter from 
Coffim Buzar, which gave us the firt melancholy 
news of the treacherous attack of Mr. Amyatt and 
his party, whilft they were palling the city of Moor- 
fhedabad, by which Mr. Amyatt and tome other 
gentlemen were flain, and the reft made prifoners. 
‘This fhocking intelligence being the next day con- 
firmed by tome of the gentlemen’s fervants, and 
One or two foldiers of the party who had efcaped 
the fate of the reft, determined the Board imme- 
diately to declare war again{tt Coflim Aly Cawn 3 
and the Nabob Jafer Aly Cawn having confented 
to take upon him the Government, the following 
declaration of war againft Coffim Aly Cawn, and 
of the reftoration of Jaffer Aly Cawn was drawn 
up, figned by the members of the Council, and 
publickly read through the town, copies thereof 
being difperfed amongft the Zemindars and other 
principal people of the country. 





is ©. Copy of the Proclamation of the Nabok 


Meer Jaffer. 
‘The Nabob Meer Mahomed Coffim Aly Cawn, 


having entered upon and committed acts of open 
hoftility againft the Englifh nation, and the inter- 
eft of the Englifh United Eaft India Company, we 
on their behalf, are reduced to the neceflity of de- 
claring war againit him; and having come to a 
refoluwon of placing the Nabob Mleer Mahomed 
Jaffer Cawn Bahadre again in the Government ; 
we now proclaim and acknowledge him zs Subadar 
of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa: and 
further, as the faid Coffim Aly Cawn has hkewife 
exercifed acts of violence and oppreifiens over many 
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of the principal merchants and inhabitants of the 
country, .to their entire ruin ; we do hereby require 
all manner of perfons under our jurifdiétion, and 
alfo invite all other Officers, and inhabirants of the 
country, to repair to the ftandard of the Nabob 
Meer Mahomed Jaffer Cawn Bahadre, to afift him 
in defeating the defigns of the {faid Coffim Aly 
Cawn, and firmly eftablifhing himfelf in the Su- 
badarree. | 
Given in Council at Fort William the yth da 
of July 1763, under our hands and the fea 
of the faid United Eaft India Company. 


Whhriltt the Board were firting, the following let- 
Cer arrived from Meer Coffim, and confirmed what 
we had for fome days apprehended, the news of the 
defeat Of our detachment at Patna. 


The city was furprized and taken without refift- 
ance, by our troops in the night of the 24th of 
June; and by the diforderly behaviour of the troops 
engaged in the plunder of the place, was retaken 
by a handful of the Nabob’s people the next morn- 
ing, after which lofs the fcattered remains of the 
army retired acrofs the river, and were then all de- 
ftioyed or taken prifoners. 


€E 6. a.—Copy of the Nabob Coffim Aly Cawn’s 


Letter fo the Governor. 
Dated the 28th June 1763. 


F iN my heart I believe Mr. Ellis to be my inve- 

terate enemy, but from his actions 1 now find 
he was inwardly my friend, as appears by this. ftep, 
which he has addcd to the others. Like a night 
rc bber, he affaulted the Kella of Patna, robbed 
and plundered the Bazar, and all the merch- 

Wor. I}. T ants 
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ants and inhabitants of the city, ravaging, faying 
from the morning till the third pahr (afternoon). 
When I requefted of you 2 or 300 mufkets laden 
on boats, you would not confent to it; this un happy 
man, in confequence of his inward friendfhip, fa- 
voured me in this fray and flaughter with all the 
mufke’'s and cannon of his army, and is himfelf re- 
lieved and eafed from his burden. Since it never 
was my defire to injure the affairs of the Company, 
sha:ever lofs may have been occafioned by this un- 
happy man to myfelf in this tumult, I país over; 
but you, Gentlemen, muft anfwer for any injury 
which the Company’s affairs have fuffered; and 
fince you have unjuftly and cruelly ravaged the 
city and deftroyed the people, and plundered ef- 
fects to the value of lacks of rupees, it becomes the 
juftice of the Company to make reparation to the 
poor, as formerly was done for Calcutta. You, 
Gentlemen, were wonderful friends, having made a 
treaty to which you pledged the name of Jefus 
Chrift. You took from mea country to pay the 
expences of your army, with the condition that 
your troops fhould always atrend me, and promote 
my affairs. In effeét you keep up a force for my 
deitruction, fince from their hand fuch events have 
proceeded. Iam entirely of opinion that the Com- 
pany favour me, in caufing to be delivered to me 
the rents for three years of my country ; befides 
this, for the violences and oppreffions exercifed by 
the Englith Gomaftahs for feveral years paft in the 
territories of the Nizamut, and the large fums ex- 
torted, and the loffles occafioned by them, it is 
proper and juft that the Company make reftitution 
at this time. This is all the trouble you need to 
take. In the fame manner as you rook Burdwan 


and the other lands, you muft favour me in ‘re- 
figning them. 


This 
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This was followed by a note from the gentlemen 
ac Coffimbuzar, dated the night of the 4th of July, 
informing us, that the factory was furrounded by 
a numerous force, and that they expeéted an attack 
the next morning. The Nabob’s letter putting it 
out of all doubt chat our troops at Patna, which 
confiftted of a * great part of our force, were en- 
cirely defeated, and the war becoming thereby more 
ferrous than had been expected ; that no appearance 
of difunion amongit the Council might hurt the 
public fervice, the Prefident now refolved ro fet his 
Dame tothe declaration of war, and the treaties 
with Meer Jaffer, in which he had before declared 
his intention to have no fhare. This he accord- 
ingly did, having firft explained the motives for 
this change in his conduct, in the following mi- 
nute,. delivered in the confultation of the 8th of 


July. 
F 6.—The Prefident’s Minute. 


The Prefidenr, fenfible that it will be more for 
the public fervice that we fhould appear unanimous in 
every meafure now entered upon, for profecutingg 
the war againft Coffim Aly Cawn with the utmoft 
vigour, and fupporting the alliance with Jafer Aly 
Cawn, to re-eftablifh him in his government, and 

articularly that it will be a fatisfaction to the Na- 
Pal Jaffer Aly Cawn, confents to fign the pro- 
clamation, and all other public deeds which fhall 
be made in confequence. Now recording once for 
all, chat he does not mean hereby to prejudice his 





By a returo from the commanding Officer dated the zoth 
April, the force under his command confifted of 225 Europe- 
un Infantry, 57 of the Artil'ery, and 2709 Seapoys, of which 
very few were fick. The number of Officers not included in 
the foregoing was 27. The only dedutétion that we know of 
trom this force was about zoo Seapoys, which Mr. Ellis ad- 
wilted us had deflerted the beginning ef Junc- 


L z former 
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former declarations and opinions entered on the 
confultations. 


F 6. -a= Mr. Edaftings’s Alinutes 


It is lone fince that 1 foreboded that our difputes 
with the Nabob would terminate in an open rupture; 
but as from the ill opinion which {Í had of his 
ftrength, I expected that our contention with him 
would be of very ‘*fhoirt cCurati6n, nor otherwife 
affect the intereft of the Company, than in the 
‘future ill contequences cf a broken and difordered 
itace; and as I have not the fame tie upon me 
with the Prefiderit, in refpeét to any military charge, 
it was my refolution, as foon as a war fhauld be 
‘declared, to refign the Company’s fervice; being 
unwilling Ga the oné hand ro join in giving autho- 
rity to paft meafures, of which I difapproved, and 
to a new eftablifhment, which I judged detrimen=- 
tal to the honour and intereft cf the Company > 
and apprehenfive on’ the.-other, that my continu- 
ance atthe Beard might ferve only to prejudice, 
rather than advance the good of the fervice, in 
keeping ‘alive by my -prefence, the difputes which 
have fo long difturbed our Councils, and retarded 
the public bufinefs, by continual diffents and pro- 
tefts. But fince our hate melancholy advices give 
us reafon to apprehend a dangerous and trouble- 
fome war, and from the unparallelled aéts of bar- 
barity and treachery, with which it has opened on 
the part of the Nabob, it becomes the dury of every 
Britith fubjeét to` unite in the fupport of the com- 
mon cavfe;.it-is*my intention to join my endea- 
wcurs for the good of the fervice, not only as long 
as the war ‘flail laff, bat as long as the: troubles 
confequent from it may endanger: either the Com- 
pany's affairs or the fafety of this Colony; on the 
tarne principle, and to remove every appearance of 
difunion amongit ourfelves, I will freely fet my 

hand 
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hand tothe Ceclaration publifhed by the Board, 
though I {till abide by the fentiments which I have 
all along expreffed of the meafures taken in the 
courfe of all our difputes with the Nabob, hereby 
confirming all that £ have declared in my former 
proteíts and minutes, which ftand on record in our 
contfultations. 


G 6.—Extra& of Confultation of the 6th July 1762, 
(prefert, Meffrs. Vanfittart, Adams, Carnac, Bik 
Jers, Cartier, Hflaftings, Marriott, and Watts.) 


The committee appointed the 4th inftant, fend 
in a letter accompanying, the proceedings of two 
committees held by them, and containing: the ar- 
ticles which they think it necefflary the Nabob Meer 
JafRer fhould agree to before he is reftored to the 
Government. 

The proceedings of their committee being read, 
and after fome amendments approved of, 

Ordered they be here entered as they now ftand. 


Calcutta, 4th July 1763. 


At a committee, prefent Mefirs Batfon, Billers, 
and Cartier. 

This committee being met, agreeable to the ap- 
pointment of Council, 

Read the treaty entered into with Serajah Dowla., 

Read do. do. with Meer Mahomed Jafher Aly 
Cawn. | 

Read do. do. with Comm Aly Cawn. 

Read the Board’s inftructions to Mefirs. Amyatt 


and Flay. 


‘Fhe committee having duly confidered the fub- 
fitance of thefe feveral papers, are unanimoufly of 
opinion, that the following articles, with any other 
“birh may hereafter occur, or be ciccmed neceflary, 

‘Io 3 oughe 
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ought to be digefted into the form of a treaty, and 
acceded to by Meer Mahomed Jaffier Aly Cawn, 
before he is reftored to the Government. 

That we do engage to reinftate the Nabob Meer 
Mahomed Jafier Aly Cawn Bahadre, in the Su- 
badary of the province of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa, on his agreeing to the followings conditions. 

1{t, To confirm to the Company the ceffion of 
the provinces of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chitta- 
gong, made by Meer Coffim, either by Jagheery 
Sunnuds, or fuch deeds as may fecure the property 
of them in the ftrongeftt manner to the Company 
for ever. 

2d, To ratify and confirm to the Englifh the 
privileges granted by their Ph. rmaund and feveral 
Fiufbulhookums of carrying on their trade, by 
means of their own duftuck, free from all duties, 
taxes, and impofitions, in all parts of the country, 
excepting the article of falt, on which according to 
a refolution already taken, we agree to pay a duty 
of 22 percent. on the Rewana or Hloughly mar- 
ket price. 

3dly, That he do grant to the Company the 
exclufive right of purchafing the falt-petre of the 
province of Purneas; that he do alfo grant to them 
for tne fpace of five years, the fole privilege of 
making Chunam in the province of Sillet. Half 
whereof fhall be delivered to the Fougedar there, 
for the Nabob’s ufe, at the rate which the prime 
colt and charges may amount to. 

4thly, “hat as the troops of the Englith army 
fhall always be ready to be employed in the fervice 
of the Nabob, for the fupport of his Government, 
and the defence of his country ; the Nabob on his 
part fhall agree, that he will maintain in his pay no 
greater number of troops than fix thoufand horfe, 
and twelve thoufand foor, for the prote€tion of his 
frontiers, andi collecting of his revenues. 





sthly, 
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Sthly, That wherever he fhall think proper to 
fix his Court, he fhall agree to a body of our forc s 
being always cantoned near his perfon, for the 
fecurity thereof and protectiog of his Government ; 
and that a Company’s fervant fhall refide at -bis 
Court to tranfact any affairs between the Company 
and the Government. 

6thly, That the late Perwanas iffued out by 
Coffim Aly Cawn, granting to all merchants the 
exemption of all duties for the fpace of two years, 
fhall be reverfed and called in, as they are a detri- 
ment to the revenues of the Government, and 
highly deftructive of the immunities enjoyed by the 
Company from their Firmaund. 

ythly, That the Nabob fhall engage to caufe the 
Rupees coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every refpect 
throughout his Governmenr, without any deduction, 
equally the fame with the Rupees ftruack in his own 
mints. 

8thly, That he fhall defray all the expences and 
lofs accruing to the Company from the war, and 
{toppage of their inveftmenr, and reimburfe to all 
private perfons the amount of the authenticated 
lofies, which they may fuftain in their trade in the 
country. 

othly, That for the former purpofe he fhall give 
the fum of thirty lacks of Rupees, for the latter 
ten lacks of rupecs. 

rothly, That the moft authentic accounts of 
thefe loffes thall be laid before a committee of the 
Board, and that all fums of money which may exceed 
the loffes fuftained by the Company and private 
perfons, fhall be faithfully reftored to the Nabob,° 

x ıthly, That whatever treafure or effects may 
be ferzed at Mongheer or clfewhere, belonging to 
Coffim Aly Cawn, the Nabob fhall be put in pol- 
feffion of, to enable him to make good the ftipu- 
Jarions of the ninth article. 


T 4 2thly, 
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r2thly, That if we fhould not be fo fortunate as 
to feize CoMm Aly Cawn’s treafure and effects, 
the Nabob fhall affign over the revenues of certain 
Jands, for making good the fums above ftipulated. 

r3thly, That the treaty entered into between 
the Nabob and the Dutch in the year 1760, ta 
which we by the defire of both parties figned as 
guarantees, fhall after his reftoration to the Go- 
vernment be renewed; and with regard to the 
French he fhall engage that, when they come to 
re-ef{tabiifh themfelves in Bengal, they fhall not be 
permitted to build forts, or keep up any forces, or 
hold any territories whatever, exclufive of their 
trading faetories. 

The foregoing articles, the committee are of 
Opinion, may be included in a public treaty to be 
ratified between us and the Nabob, Meer Mahomed 
Jaffer Aly Cawn Bahadre ; and would further re- 
commend, that a method be fettled with him for 
determining fuch difputes in trade, as may arife 
between the Englifh Agents and Gomafttahs in 
the different parts of the country, and the affairs 
of the Government. 

Agreed, that Major Adams, Major Carnac, 
and Mefirs. Batfon and Cartier, be appointed a 
deputation to wait on the Nabob Meer Jaffier, toa 
acquaint him with our refolution in his favour, 
and the fubftance of thefe articles, and report his 
aniwer to the Board ; and if he fhould accept of the 
Government on the terms therein contained, to 
recommend to him to ufe his intereft in gaining; 
over fuch of the country people as may be attached 
to his caufe, and particularly to appoint proper 
Officers for collecting the revenues of the provinces 
which he at hind, for us to take immediate po 
feffion of. 


Te 
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The Prefident’s NMiinute. 


The Prefident on this occafion minutes, That 
having already declared he fhould nat be a party 


to this or any other treaty which might be made 
with the country powers; he remained neuter to 
the queftion with refpecét to the propriety of the 
articles propofed. Yer, as his apinion has been 
afked upon them, he declares that he can fee no 
objections to any. of the articles, excepting the-fe- 
cond, which, he has already given his opinion, ex- 
tends the privilege of our private trade, beyond 
the true intent and meaning, of our Firmaund, be- 
yond what is confiftent with the Englifh reputation 
in the country, and with the good underftanding 
with the Nabob, and this without any benefit to 
the Company: further, that. he does not at prefent 
recollect any thing to be added to the articles 
which is material to the Company’s fervice. 


Mr. Haftings’s opinion being likewife required 
on the articles, he delivered it in writing, as fol- 
lows. 


Air. Eiatftings’s Opizion. 


I declare my diffent from the treaty propofed to 
Meer Jaffiers and think, that if his reftoration to 
his juft rights be the point aimed at in it, there is 
a manifeft injuftice and inconfiftency in exacting 
his compliance with new terms, not mentioned in 
the original agreement with him. WNotwithftand- 
ing, as My Opinion upon the feveral articles now 
betore the Board is required, I fhall freely give it, 
buras a neutral member only, forthe good of the 
Company, whole incerefts may be effentially affected 
by then. 

I agree materially with the firft article, but think 
that the lands fhould be fully made over to the 


Company by treaty, and not by Jagheery Sunnuds; 
2 the 
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the firt conveying them a certain property, and 
the latter leaving them {till dependent. 

I difapprove of the 2d article, for the reafons 
given by the Prefidenc. 

1 think the monopoly of the Purnea Petre an 
acguifition very trifling for the Company, and 
likely to diftreits the Nabob greatly, by depriving 
him entirely of one of the principal neceffaries of 
life. 

To make the Nabob an ufeful ally, and not a 
mere inftrument in the hands of the Company for 
the exercife of their own power ; it is my Opinion, 
that a larger body of horfe might be maintained by 
him, than the number to which it is propofed to 
limit him, though that may ferve him when he is 
at peace, and im no apprehenfion from an enemy ; 
but that the foot (an ufelefs expenfive rabble) be 
entirely excluded from his army, and only a few 
kept up, to be employed in the collection of the 
revenues, where only they can be of fervice: for 
the real purpofe of war, he can need no other in- 
fantry than ours, and his own army confifting only 
of horfe, and unincumbered by the _ diforderly 
crowd of Peons, and Burcundaffes, with their in- 
creafed baggages and train following them, will be 
more under the command of their leaders, and 
may act with great advantage in conjunction with 
our forces. 

Though I ocppofed the demand made on the 
prefent Nabob, to reverfe the decree paffed by him 
for a free trade, as an encroachment on his 
rights, anda breach of our own treaty; yet, I think 
it may with propriety be made an article in the 
new treaty, though the {ftridét intention of fuch an 
order muft of neceffity be left to the Nabob’s own 
pleafure. 

I judge the Nabob’s order infufficient to enforce 
the currency of the Calcutta Siccas, but it may 

with 
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with propriety be infifted on, as it may ferve as 
a juft pretence for regulating the coin of the coun- 
try zz general (whenever the Board may have leifure, 
in conjunction with the Nabob, to refume the 
fubjeét) and upon this, my opinion in a few words 
is, that Juch will be the only effectual regulation to 
anfwer equally the purpofes of commerce, and the 
revenues of the Bengal ftandard, and abolifh the 
pernicious cuftom of lowering the value of Rupees 
every year. 

The other articles appear to me very proper, 


nor do any other occur to me that ought to be 
added to therm. 





rm 6. Ltt a Confultation the Evening of the 6th 
July 1763 (prefent, Meffrs. Vanfittart, Adams, 
Carnac, Billers, Haftings, Marriott, azd Watts.) 


The Gentlemen who waited as deputies on the 
WNabob, report to the Board, that they made known 
to him the refotution of the Councilin his favour, and 
endeavoured to give him a gencral knowledge o€ 
the articles, which is thought requifite he fhould 
agree to; as alfo of the other circumftances which 
were recommended by the Board. 

To the whole he in general terms replied, that 
he afflented cto refume the Government, bur that 
before he would determine on particulars, or enter 
upon bufinefs, he defired to have delivered to him 
a copy of the articles in the Perfian language, and 
that we would comply with the two following re- 
guefíts, firft, To fecure the perfon of Coja Petruce, 
and have him taken up with the army, as he may 
be made the means of carrying Ona correfpondence 
with his brother. 2dly, To permit him to take 
moto his fervice Nuncoomar, as his Muttafuddy to 
afift him in commencing and carrying on his bu- 


finefs. 
It 
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It being meceflary therefore, that the Board 
fhould determine immediately on thefe requefts, for 
the benefit of forwarding the bufinefs with the 
INabob : 


Fheir opinions with regard to Nuncoomar were 
firt colleéted, as follows. 


The Prefident’s Opinion. 


With refpecét to the appointment of Nuncoomar, 
for the Nabob’s Miuttafuddy 5; the Prefident de- 
fires his Opinion may be miunuted, that from the 
knowledge he has had of Nuncoomar fince he came 
to Bengal, he thinks him a dangerous man, and 
mot fat to be trufted; but that he does not think 
that it is in his power, to diffent from the INabob’s 
taking whom he pleafes, or indeed that it is ne- 
cefiary, as he wall not be a party in the treaty. 


ir. Watts’s Opinion. 


Mr: Watts has no objection to the Nabob’s 
appointing Nuncoomiar to be his Muttafuddy. 


Mr. Marriott’s Opision. 


Mir. Marriott is of opinion with the Prefident, 
that Nuncoomar is nota fit man to be trufted ; bet 
that if the Nabob infifts on it, he muft be allowed 
to appoint him. That he looks upon Roydoolub, 
in many refpects, as a more proper perfon, if, 
through the perfuafion of the Gentlemen in the 
deputation, the Nabob could be prevailed on ta 
appoint him. 


Alr. Haltings’s Opinion. 


Mr. Hattings is of the fame opinion with the 
Prefident, in regard to WNuncoomar’s charaé€ter ; 


> 


bust 
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but leaves it to the other Gentlemen, to take what 
meafure they pleafe for the 4fecurity of the furere 
e“ftabli fhment. 


ir. Cartier’s Opinion. 
Mor. Cartier is of Mr. Watts’s opinion. 


Alr. Billers’s Opinicn. 
Mr. Billers is of Mir. Marriott’s opinion. 


Mdajor Carnac’s Opinion. 


Major Carnac is of apinion, that Roydoolub 
would be a more proper perfon, as Raving -more 
influence in the country, and therefore thinks the 
Gentlemen in the deputation fhould mention him 
to the INabob; but as he apprehends. he (the Na- 
hob) will {till infift on appointing _Nuncoomar, 
that he cannot be refufed him. 


tajor Adams’s Opinion. 


Major Adams has no knowledge of the intrigues 
of Nuncoomar, but from his general character 
given him by Gentlemen who know him better, he 
thinks if the Nobob would difpenfe with him, it 
would be more proper; yet, if the neceffity of 
the times may make his fervice requifite to the 
Wabob, and he infifts on appointing him, he thinks 
that we cannot refufe. 

Agreed, that Nuncoomar be in fuch cafe releafed 
from his confinement. 

Next in refpeét to the Nabob’s requeit regarding 
F etruce. 


The Prefident’s Opsnionr. 
The Prefident is of opinion it may be complied 
with fo far as to fend him up with the army ; but 
thar 
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that he fhould be under no reftraint, becaufe he 
thinks the appearance of Petruce’s being employed 
by us, would be a means of fowing a jealoufy 
between the Nabob and Petruce’s brother; and 
on the contrary, apprehends that confinement or 
any other feverity exercifed towards Petruce, from 
being reported to the Nabob with exaggerations, 
as it is always the cafe, might be the caufe of 
worfe treatment to our Gentlemen who are in the 
INahkob’s hands. Hie thinks further, that Petruce 
before he goes, fhould take the oath of allegiance 
to the King of Great Britain, and an oath of fide- 
lity to the Company, in order to fubjeét him more 
regularly to our laws, in cafe of his failing in his 
duty. That we fhall have in our hands all the fe- 
curity which it isin a man’s power to give: namely, 
wife and family, houfes and effeéts to a great 
amount, if he fhould refolve to forfeir all thefe, 
and perjure himfelf by leaving the army, and 
going over to the Nabob ; 

Ihe Prefident, laftly, thinks that it is not in 
his power to do any prejudice; and therefore by 
this method of treating him, fome good may come, 
but no harm can. 

Agreed to by the five junior members. 

Miefirs. Watts, Marriott, Haftings, Cartier, 
and Billers, are of the fame opinion. 


Majer Carnac’s O-:iniox. 
FJ i 


Major Carnac is very indifferent whether Pe- 
truce go with the army or remain in Calcutta, but 
thinks, in either cate, as he is fo near a relation as 
that of a brother to the perfon who has the chief 
direction of the Nabob’s affairs, and therefore juttly 
to be fufpected of being a well-wifher to him, his 
perfon ought to be fecured, to prevent his Qiving 
any intelligence of our operations ; and morcover, 

5 the 
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the Major believes his detention may be a means 
of engaging Coja Gregory to ufe his influence 
with his matter, for the prefervation of our Gentle- 
men now in his power, for fear we fhould retaliate 
upon his brother. Hie does nor think any fecurity 
can be given by Petruce, fufficient to juftify us in 
giving him his liberty, as to his family, though 
lefet with us, he is well convinced we will not hurt 
them, and with regard to whatever effeéts he may 
have at Calcutta, the Nabob can more than com- 
penfate him for the lofs of them. 


Major Adams’s- Opizion. 


Major Adams thinks Petruce fhould go with the 
army, bur that he fhould be put under proper re- 
{traint. 


The Resolution of the Board. 


It is therefore refolved, that Coja Petruce fhould 
be fent with the army, and that he fhall be under 
no immediate reftraint ;, bur, it being notwithftand- 
ing thought proper, 

Agreed, that a claufe be inferted in Major 
Adams’s inftructions, direcéting him to keep fuch 
an eye over his actions, and make fuch ufe of him 
as he fhall judge neceffary for the good of the 
fervice. 

The articles of the treaty having been fent to the 
Nabob, were returned with the following altera- 


tions, which were agrecd to by the Board, for the 
reafons annexed. 
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¥ 6. Extraét® of Confultation of the gto of July 
1763, (prefent, Ateffrs. Vanfitcart, Carnac, Bil- 
lers, Cartier, Hlaftings, Marriott, end Watts.) 





The articles of the treaty to be entered into with 
the Nabob, were laid before the Board, with the 
following alterations made by him, 

In article the 2d, he objects to the words, ** That 
<< the three Provinces fhall be inveited in the Com- 
< pany for ever.’? Alledging, that in fact it was not 
material to the Company, as any future INabob, 
who was inclined and able todifpute the Company’s 
poflefMions, might infift it was a ceffion which he 
had no right to make, and that the fame might be 
objeéted to his prejudice by the King, if he comes 
to be eftablifhed at Delly, and therefore defires the 
article may run as formerly for defraying the Eng- 
tilh army. | 

In article the 4th, he defires he may have half 
the profit of the Purnea falt-petre, for the ufe of 
his own Sicar. 

In article the 6th, he increafes the number of his 
forces to 12,000 horfe, and 12,000 foot, On ac- 
count of the addition of territory, by the reduction 
of the Bougepoor and Betta countries; and adds, 
that in cafe of troubles, he may take more into his 
fervice, with the conient of the Governor and 
Council. 

In article the yth, he refufed to ftipulate, that a 
body of E_nglifh troops fhould al..ays attend him; 
alledging, that it implhieda fufpicion of his friend- 
fhip and good intentions towards us, would be ex- 
tremely prejudicial to his as weli as our bufinefs; 
and therefore infired that it fhould ftaad, that fuch 
a number of troops as he at any time fhould defire,; 


fhould be fent to attend him. 


the 
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‘The fame, with his reafons afigned, were ma- 
turely conGidered and debated on. 


Refotutzons of the Board. 


The Board are unanimoufly of opinion, Thar 
they fhould be agreed to, becaufe they think that 
the three firft alterations which the Wabob has 
made, for the reafons given, are very juft; and 
the other being an alteration which he pofitively re- 
fufed to reverfe, it is thought better not to inf 
upon, for fear of giving him diftruit, efjecially as 
the prefent fituation of affairs, which renders the 
INabob’s prefence at the city, as foon as poffible, 
abtfolutely neceffary, will not admit of time’s being 
waited in difcuffiing them further. 


K 6. On the rith the treaty was concluded 
and interchanged with the WNabob, jJaMfier Aly 
Cawn, who at the fame time prefented a paper of 
demands to be engaged to on the part of the Com- 
pany, and it was fubfcribed to accordingiy. The 
following: are copies of both. 





Articles of a Treaty and Agreement concluded between 
the Governor and Council of Fort William, oz the 
Part of the Englifh Eaft India Company, and the 
Nabob Shuja-ul-moolk Heffam-ul-dowla Meer 
Mahomed Jaffer Aly Cawn Bahadre Mohabure 
jung. 

Ozn the Part of the Company. 

We engage to reinftate the Nabob, Shuja-ul- 
gnoolk Hieffam-ul-dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Aly Cawn Bahadre Mroohabut Jung in the Subadar- 
sey of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, 
by the depofal of Meer Mahomed Coffim Aly 
Cawn, and the effects, treafure, and jewels, &c. 
which fhall fall into our hands, fhall be delivered up 
to the Nabob aforefaid. 

Torx, Li. Us Q s 
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Ož the Part of the Nabob. 


tft, The treaty which I formerly concluded with 
the Company, upon my acceffion to the Nizamut, 
engaging to regard the honour and reputation of 
the Conmipany, the Governor and Council as my 
Own, granting perwanahs for the currency of the 
Company’s trade; the fame treaty I now confirm 
and ratify. 

2dly, I do grant and confirm to the Company, 
for defraying the expences of their troops, the 
Chuchlehs of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chitta- 
gong, which were before ceded for the fame purpofe. 

3dly, I do ratify and confirm to the Englifh the 
privileges granted them by their Firmaund, and fe- 
veral Efufbullhookums, of carrying, on their trade, 
by means of their own duftucks, free from all du- 
tics, taxes, and impofitions in all parts of the coun- 
try, excepting the article of falt, on which a duty 
of 24 per cent. is to be levied on the Rewana or 
Efoughly market-price. 

4thly, I give to the Company half the falt-petre 
which 1s produced inthe country of Purnea, which 
their CGomattahs fhall fend to Calcutta; the other 
half fhall be collected by my Phoufdar, for the ufe 
of my Officers; and I will fuffer no other perfons 
to make purchafes of this article in that country. 

sthly, dia the Chucklich of Siler, for the fpace of 
five years, commencing with the Bengal year r170, 
my Phoufdar and the Company’s Gomatftah {hall 
qyOintly prepare chunam, of which each fhall defray 
half che expences; and half the chunam fo made 
{hail be given to the Company, and the other half 
fhall be for my wie. 

6éthly, I will maintain twelve thoufand horfe, and 
twelve thovfand foot in the three Provinces; if 
there flhould be occafion for more, the number 
fhall be encreafed by the confent of the Governor 


and 
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and Council, proportionably to the emergency; be- 
fides thefe, the forces of the Englifh Company fhall 
always attend me when they are wanted. | , 

7thly, Wherever I fhall fx my Court, either at 
Mloorfhedabad or. elfewhere, I will advife the Go- 
vernor and Council; and whatever number of Eng- 
jifh forces I may have occafion for in the manage- 
ment of my affairs, I will demand them, and they 
{hall be allowed me. And an Englifh gentleman 
fhall refide with me, to tranfaét all affairs between 
me and the Company, and a perfon fhall alfo 
refide on my part at Calcutta, to negotiate with- 
the Governor and Council. 

Sthly, The late Perwanahs ifflued by Coffim Aly 
Cawn, granting to all merchants the exempiion of 
all duties for the fpace of two years, fhall be reverf- 
ed, and called in, and the duties collected as 
before. E | 

othly, I will caufe the Rupees coined in Calcutta | 
to pafs refpećt equal to the Siccas of Miorfhedabad, ` 
without any deduction of batta; ani whoever fhall 
demand batta fhall be puntfhed. | 

~yothly, I will give thirty lack of Rupeës to de- 
fray all the expences and lofs accruing to the Com- |. 
pany from the war and ftoppage of their inveftmenr. 
And I will reimburfe to. all private perfons the- 
amount of fuch loffes, (proved before the Governor 
and Council) as they may fuftain in their trade in the 
country. If I fhall not be able to difcharge this in 
ready money, I will give afflignments of land for 
the amount. | | | 
aithly, I will confirm and renew the treaty. 
which I formerly made with the Dutch. | o | 
r2thly, If the French come into the country, 

“I will not allow them to ereét any fortifications, 
maintain forces, or hold lands, Zemindarries, Src. 
but they fhall pay tribute, and carry on their trade 
asin former times. 


U 2 rsthlys 
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r3thly, Some regulations fhall be hereafter fetr- 
tied between us, for deciding all difputes which may 
arife between the Englifh Agents and Gomaftahs, in 
the different parts of the country, and my Officers. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and 
€’ouncil have fet owr hands, and affixed the feal of 
the Company to one part hereof; and the Nabob 
aforenamed hath fet his hand and feal to another 
part hereof, which was mutually done, and inter- 
clranged at Fort William the roth day of July 


1763. 


5) By Dewands made on the Part of the Nabob, 
Meer Mahomed Jafier Cawn, fo the Governor 
end Council at the time of figning the Treaty. 





1ft, I formerly acquainted the Company with the 
particulars of my own affairs, and received from 
them repeated letters of encouragement and kind- 
neis, with prefents ; I now make this requeft, that 
you will write tn a proper manner to the Company, 
and alfo to the King of England, the particulars of 
our friendthip and union, and procure for me writ- 
ings of encouragement, that my mind may be af- 
furect from that quarter, that no breach may ever 
happen between me and the Englith ; and that every 
Governor, Councellor, and Chiefs of the Englifh 
that are here, or may hereafter come, may be well 
diípofcd and atrached to me. 

2dly, Since all Englifh gentlemen, affured of my 
friendiy difpofition to the Company, confirm me in 
the Nizamut, I requeft, that to whatever 1 may at 
any time write, they will give their credit and af- 
fent, nor regard the ftories cf defigning men to my 
prejudice ; that all my affairs may go on with fuc- 
cefs, and no occafion may arife for jealoufy or ill 
will between us. 


gdly, 
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3dly, Let no protection be.given by any of the 
Enghfh gentlemen, to any of my dependents, who 
may fly for fhelter to Calcutta, or other of your 
diftricts ; but let them ‘be delivered up to me on 
demand. I fhall ftriétly enjoin all my Phoufdars 
and Aumiuls, on all accounts, toe afford affiftance 
and countenance to fuch of the Gomattahs of the 
Company as attend to the lawful trade of their 
factories; and if any of the faid Gomaftahs fhall 
act otherwife, let them be checked in fuch a man 
mer as may be an example to others. 

4thly, From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to 
Ffoughly, and. many of their Pergunnahs, border- 
ing upon each other, it happens that on complaint’s 
being made, people go againft the Taalukdars, 
Riots, and Tenants of my towns, tothe prejudice of 
the bufinefs of the Sircar. Wherefore, let f{triét or- 
ders be given, that no peons be fent from Calcutta 
on the complaint of any one upon my Taaluck- 
dars or Tenants; but on fuch occafions, let applica- 
tion be made to me, or the Naib of the Phouf— 
darree of Houghiy, that the country may be fub- 
ject to no lofs or devaftations, and if any of the 
merchants, traders, which belonged to the Buck‘th- 
bunder, and Azimegunge, and have fettled in Cal- 
cutta, fhould be defirous of returning tó Houghly, 
and carry on their bufinefs as formerly, let no one 
moleft them. Chandenagore and the French fac- 
tory was prefented to me by Colonel Clive; and 
given by me in charge to Ameer Beg Cawn, for this 
realon, let ftrict orders be given, that no Englifh 
gentlemen exercife any authority therein, but that 
it remain as formerly, under the jurifdiction of my 
People. 

S5thly, Whenever I may demand any forces from. 
the Governor and Council for my affiftance, let 
them be immediately fent to me, and no demand 
made on me for their expences. 

U 3 The 
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The demands of the Nabob, Shuja-ul-moolk 
Fieffam-ul-Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier Aly 
Cawn Bahadre Mohabut Jung, written in five 
articles, we the Prefidenct and Council of the 
Englih Company do agree, and fet our hands 
to, in Fort William the roth of July 17632. 





M 6. < By the fuperior courage and difci- 
s* pline of our troops, and the admirable conduéct 
and activity of Major Adams, their commander, 
the war was brought to a conclufion, by the ex- 
<< pulfion of Meer CoffiM beyond the Carrumnafla 
in little more than five months from its com- 
€ mencement; with little lofs befides that of the 
“<< unhappy prifondrs, who fell into Meer Coffim’s 
< hands at the beginning of the troubles, and 
were inhumanly maflacred by his orders on the 
“* sth of (ciobver. 

<< “The firft intimation of fuch a defign was re- 
“© ceived in a letter from Meer Coffim to Major 
<: Adams, a few days after the attack of the in- 
<< trenchments at Oodwa Nulla. The following is 
£¢ an exact tranflation of it.” 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Coffim Aly 
Cawn z? Major Adams. 


Dated the oth of Sept. 17632. 


H A T far thefe three months you have been 


laying wafte the King’s country with your 
forces; what authority have you? If you are in 
pofiefien of any real Sunnud for my difmiffion, 
you ought to fend me either the original or a copy 
of it, that having fent it, and fhewn itto my army, 
I may quit the country, and repair to the prefence 
of his Majefty. Although I have in no refpcét 
intended any breach of public faith, yer Mr. Ellis, 


regarding 
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regarding not treaties or engagements, in violation 
of public faith, proceeded again{ft me with trea- 
chery, and night affaults; all my people then be- 
lieved that no peace or terms now remained with the 
Eneglith, and that wherever they could be found, ic 
was their duty to kill them. . With this opinion it 
was, that the Aumils of Moorfhedabad killed Mr. 
Amyatt, but it was by no means agreeable to me 
that that gentleman fhou!ld be killed. On this ac- 
count I write; if you are refolved on your own au~ 
thority to proceed in this bufinefs, know of a cer- 
tainty, thac I will cut off the heads of Mr. Ellis 
and the reft of your Chiefs, and fend them to you. 
Exult not upon the fuccefs which you have gained 
merely by treachery and night affaults in two or 
three places, over a few Jemaldars fent by me. By 
the will of Gop, you fhall fee in what manner this 
fhall be revenged and retaliated. 


N 6. —— Copy of a Letter from the Prefidené 
to Coffim Aly Cawn. 
Dated the 17th of Sept. 1763- 


H AV E received from Major Adams the copy 

of your letter, dated the laft of Suffer. 

Mr Amyatt and Mr. Hay were fent to you as 
Ambaffadors, a title facred among all mations 5 
yet, in violation of that title, you caufed Mr. Amy- 
att to be attacked and killed on his return, after 
having given him your pafiports, and Mr. Hay 
you unjuftly kept as a prifoner with you. “You 
furrounded and attacked our faétory at Cofimbuczar, 
and carried away our gentlemen from thence pri- 
foners, in a moft difgraceful manner, to Mroongheers 
although they had no concern in the war, nor re- 
Gifted your people. In like manner, in all other 
parts you attacked the Englifh Agents, who were 

4 carrying, 
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carrying on their trade quietly ; fome you killed, 
and fome were carried away prifoners, and thcir 
effects were every where plundered. After thefe 
proceedings, do you afk for what reafon Major 
«\dams was tent with an army? You know the 
laws of Gov and mans as you declared you would 
turn the Englifh out of the country, and had pro- 
ceeded as far as you could towards it, it became ne- 
ceffary for us to take meafures for our own defence, 
ang] for the care of Our own reputation. Thanks 
be to Gon that fuccefs has atrended our army 
thus far, and they will continue their march in the 
fame manner as far as the Caramnaffa, that the 
country may be freed from difturbances, and the 
inhabitants relieved from the horrors of war 5 and 
although we are fhocked, as muft all people of all 
religions, and ali mations, at the revenge which you 
threaten to take upon the lives of our Chiefs, who 
have been unfortunately and unjuftly taken pri- 
foners by yous; yet the honour of our nation and 
the interefts of the Company will not be facrificed 
to this confidera:tion, nor the operations of our army 
be ítopped. To put prifoners of war to death is 
an act which will appear fhocking and unlawful, 
mot only to Chriftians and Muffulmrnen, but to 
the moít barbarous Pagans. Such fentiments are 
no where to be met with but among the beafts of 
the foret. After the battle of Cudah IWullah, 
above a thoufand of your Officers and men were 
prifoners in the hands of Major Adams, who re- 
Jeafed them without the leaft hurt or injury. Re- 
flet on this, and on your own cCharaé er, both in 
this world and in the next; and remember alfo, that 
if you had followed my advice this war would not 
have happened. 


In the mean time, Major Adams, on his march, 
judging the moft effectual method would be to a&t 
2 upon 
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upon the Nabob’s frars, had already returned aa 
anf{wer to his letter, in the following terms. 


N 6. a — Copy of a Letter from Major Adams 
to Coffim Aly Cawn. 


Dated about the 14th of Sept. 1762. 


Received your letter, and underftand che con- 
tents. The Eneglifh having always had in view 
the articles of the treaty, endeavoured, by pacific 
mieafures, to reconcile all differences with you, rill 
the perfidious maffacre of Mr. Amyatt compelled 
them, contrary to their inclination, to declare war 
againftt you. You fay it was not your intention to 
murder Mr. Amyatt; why then did not you punifh 
the agereffors with the utmoit feverity ? T here are 
three months elapfed and nothing done. We have 
now, by the affiftance of Providence, brought your 
affairs to avery low ebb. It is true, you have Mr. 
Ellis and many other gentlemen in your power ; if 
a hair of their heads is hurt you can have no title to 
mercy from the Englifh, and you may depend on 
the utmoft fury of their refentment, and that they 
will purfue youto the utmoft extremity of the earth ; 
and fhould we unfortunately not lay hold of you, the 
vengeance of the Almighty cannot fail overtaking 
you, if you perpetrate fo horrid 2n act as the mur- 
der of the gentlemen in your cuficdy. 


But both threats and expoftulations proved inef- 
fectual, and cur unhappy countrymen, to the num- 
ber of about fifty, Company’s fervants, civil and 
military, and other gentlemen, and a hundred pri- 
wate men, were facrificed to a boundlefs revenge. 

Mr. Fullerton, the furgeon of the Patna factory, 
the only perfon who efcaped this wretched fate, faw 
Meer Cofim immediately after the execution of this 


horrid tragedy; and it is from him only we can 
have 
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have a certain account of the ftate of mind he was 
an at that time; a ftate little different from mad- 
nefs; fince he could have a thought of treating, with 
us after having wantonly fhed the blood of fo many 
of our countrymen. | 


This will te feen in the following extract of a 
letter which Mr. Fullerton wrote to the Board upon 
‘the fubject. 


Extract of Mr. Fullerton’s Narrative of the Proceed- 
tugs at Patna. | 


September the roth, I was fent from Mongheer 
to Patna, and confined alone in the Killa. 

| N 6. b —October the sth, Mr. Ellis, with 
the refit of the gentlemen, were inhumanly butcher- 
ed by Shumroo, who came that evening tothe place 
with two companies of Seapoys, (he had the day 
before fent for all the knives and forks of the gen- 
tlemen 5) he furrounded the houfe with his people, 
and went into a little outer fquare, and fent for 
Mrefirs. Ellis, Hay, and Lufhington, and with them 
came fix other gentlemen, who were all terribly 
mangled and cut to pieces, and their bodies thrown 
into a well inthe fquare, and it filled up s then the 
Seapoys were fent into the large fquare, and fired 
on the gentlemen there, and rufhing upon them, 
cut them into pieces, in the moft inhuman: man- 
mer, and they were thrown into another well, which 

was likewife filled up. | 
The 7th the Nabob fent for me, and told me to 
get myfelf in readinefs to go to Calcutta, for that.as 
he had been unlucky in the war, which he afferted 
with great warmth had not been of his feeking, nor 
had he been the aggreffor, reproaching the Englifh 
with want of fidelity and breach of treaty; but he 
faid, he had ftill hopes of an accommodation. He 
9 | afked 
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aíked me what I thought of it? I told him I made 
no doubt of it. When fome of his people then 
prefent mentioned che affair of Mr. Amyatt’s death, 
he declared that he had never given any orders of 
killing Mr. Amyatt; but after receiving advice of 
Mr. Eilis’s having attacked Patna, he had ordered 
all his fervants to take and imprifon all the FE nghfh 
in the provinces wherever they could find them; 
he likewife added, that if a treaty was nat on foot, 
he would bring the King, the Morattoes, and the 
Abdallahs againft us, and fo ruin our trade, &c. 
—ĦHe had finifhed his letters, and ordered boats 
and a guard to conduét me, when, upon the advice 
of fome of his people, he ftopped me, and faid 
there was no occafion for me to go; after his fend- 
ing for me at firft, he ordered the Seapoys, in 
whofe charge I was, to go to their quarters, two Mo- 
guls and twelve Hiircarahs to attend me, but to let 
me go about the city where I pleafed. I then applied 
for liberty to ftay at the Dutch factory, which was 
granted. I applied to Mindy Aly Cawn for his in- 
tereft in behalf of the gentlemen in the Chalfetoon, 
who were feven in number, and were not killed till 
the sith of October; but when he was petitioned 
about them he gave no anfwer, but ftill fent or- 
ders to Shumroo to cut them off. I lkewife.ap- 
plied to Aly Ibrahim Cawn to intercede for them, 
tut he gave him no anfwer either, though I was 
prefent when Ibrahim Cawn petitioned for them. 

The 14th, on the approach of our army, Coffim 
Aly decamped with his troops in great confufion, 
and marched as far as Fulwary, five cofs to the 
weftward of the city. The Hlircarahs that were 
with me, having no orders about me, I gave them 
iome money, which mace them pretty eafy. 

The 15th, after giving money to a Jemadar, 
that had the guard to the weftward of the Dutch 
factory by the river fide, I fet out in a {mall pulvar, 


and 
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and got fafe to the boats under the command of 
Captain Wedderburn, that were lying oppoficte to 
the city on the other fide of the river; and, at 
eleven o’clock thart night, arrived at the army 
under the command of Major Adams, lying ar 
Jutly. 

O 6. The guilt of fo cruel and deteftable a 
maffacre, and the infamy which Meer Coflim has 
brought upon himfelf by this laft action, will put it 
inea Manner out of the power of hiftory to do juftice 
tothe former part of his conduct; fince, how itrictly 
foever he may have adhered to his engagements 
with the Englifh, this will always recur as an 
argument to vindicate every former injury done 
him, and the repeated violations of the treaty; cn 
our part, while we were on rerms of friendfhip with 
him. However, as on the one hand there is no 
defign to become an advocate forhis actions, fo on 
the other, the ftricteft candour will allow fome few 
obfervations to be made upon the evidences laid 
before the public; who will doubtlefs difcern many 
more arguments in the courfe of this work, by 
which the Prefident’s conduct will be juftified, in 
oppofition to that of the other members of the 
Council towards Meer Coffim, in which no in- 
cicents, fince paft, could poffibly have ferved as a 
motive: We fhall therefore proceed to a fhort ex- 
amination of Meer Coflim’s behaviour, and that 
of the party which endeavoured to counteract all 
his meafures, from his firit advancement to the 
Subafhip, till the flames of war were kindled. We 
fha'l then add fome remarks upon the Prefident’s 
own conduét in the dificuit part he had to aét be- 
tween both. 

Since the Nabob Meer Jaffer could not bear an 
aMfaftant in his Government upon the focting pro- 
peofed ro him, but rather chofe to quit it, it was 


fortuna:-e that the next right fell upon a man fo weil 
qualified, 
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qualified, as Meer Coffim was, for reftoring, oceco- 
nomy and good order to the diftraéted affairs of 
the country. This was the character univerfally 
given of him by all the Gentlemen of the felect 
committee, when the Prefident fir{t arrived in Ben- 
gal, and the truth of this opinion of him was fully 
proved by his uniform conduct from the begin- 
ning till the war broke out. He difcharged the 
Company’s debt, and the heavy arrears of his armys 
retrenched the expences of his Court, which had 
before confumed the income of his predeceffors 5 
fecured his own authority over the country, by 
abolifhing the power of the Zemindars, and intro- 
duced fuch a fhare of difcipline and order into his 
army, that by their means he fecured the frontiers 
of Bahar, which he had reduced to his obedience, 
with a fmall affiftance from our detachment at 
Patna; an advantage which no former Nabob could 
ever attain. All this could not but afford us fatif- 
faction, as it was evident to common fenfe that the 
lefs need he had of our affifttance, the lefs would be 
the Company’s expences; and the better able they 
would be to attend to the care of their own pofief- 
fions, at the fame time that we might depend upon 
him as a fure and ufeful ally againft any common 
enemy. 

And fuch was his opinion cf our ftrength and the 
utility cf his connections with us, that it was next 
to a certainty, that whilft we did not encroach upon 
his rights, or difturb his government, he would 
never wifh to quarrel with us; and in effect fo cau- 
tious was he of giving occafion for difpute, that 
no one inftance can be produced of his fending a 
man into any of the Jands ceded to us, or moleft- 
ing us ina fingle article of our commerce, till the 
contention which he was drawn into by the ufur- 
pation of our Gomaftahs, and our new claims with 
re{pect to our private raae, and even to the break- 

ing 
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ing out of the war, during the height of our dif 
putes, the Company’s bufine/s in every part went on 
without the leaft interruption, excepting one or two 
aggravated complaints of his mortal enemy, Mr. 
Ellis, with refpect to the falt-petre bufinefs. 

Hiow different was the conduct of the Gentlemen 
who had formed themfelves into a party againft 
him! From the time of his advancement to the 
Subafhip, fcarce a day pafied, but occafion was 
taken, from the moft trifling: pretences, to trample 
upon his Government, to feize his officers, and 
infule him with perfonal threats and invectives. It 
is néediefs to point out particular inftances of this, 
they will be feen in every page of this work, and 
any one of them, in the Nabob, would have been 
pronounced a fufficient reafon, by thofe very Gen- 
tlemen, for declaring war again{ft him. It-is not 
to be wondered at, if irritated and tired out with 
thefe continual attacks, he fhould grow fufpicious 
of our friendfhip, which only manifefted itfelf in 
merely negative. profefions ; or that his refentment 
fhould, upon fome occafions, have urged him to re- 
taliate the injuries which he received: yet, fora 
Jong time, he fubmitted to all bis grievances, con- 
tenting himfelf with retmonftrating againft them, 
in the hopes that the Company would fome time 
or other give orders, or the Prefident find means, 
to reftore him to his authority. 

The firft- inftance of his usog force to repel the 
violence offered him, was in the attack of the re- 
mainder of the party at Mow, which had juft be- 
fore feized, and carried off one of his principal 
Officers. Such an indignity, offered before his eyes, 
and inthe prefence of his whole army, was fufficient 
to provoke him to fome defperate act ; and an ab- 
foluce forbearance muft have rendered him con- 
temptible to the laft degree in the eyes of his own 
people ; yet, after he had brought away the Sea- 
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poys and the Gomattahs, he gave a frefh inftance 
of his defire to preferve peace with us, in difmiffing 
them without any further notice than that of a re- 
proof to the Gomattah, for having drawn this un- 
provoked injury upon him ; although the Nabob’s 
Oficer was at this time clofe prifoner at Patna. 

The great pains taken by Meer Coffim, in his 
letter to Major Adams, and in theeconverfation 
which he had afterwards with Mr. Fuflerton, to 
clear himfelf from the charge of Mr. Amyatt’s 
death, muft have ftruck the reader with the ap- 
pearance of great inconfiftency. In the firft, he 
threatens to put to death all the Englifh that 
were in his hands; and at the time that he faw 
Mr. Fullerton, this horrid deed had been actually 
committed but the day before, yet with the re- 
cent and complicated guilt of fo many lives facri- 
ficed by him to a deliberate and undiftinguifhing 
revenge, he could appear unaffected with all that 
had paffed, excepting the death of a fingle perfon, 
which was occafioned, as he faid, by the. violence 
of his Officers, who had exceeded his orders. “This 
unhappy affair, even fuppofing him as guilty as he 
then appeared to be, had many circumftances to 
leffen the horror of it, when put in comparifon 
with the laft effeéts of his barbarity. 

The fufpicion which he had from the firit enter- 
tained of Mr. Amyait’s deputation, the date of 
that Gentleman’s departure compared with the 
attack of Patna, and the natural conclufion which 
he could not help drawing from it, that Mr. 
Amyatt had advifed it, might, in the fudden 
impulfe of his fury, have hurried him to re- 
venge himfelf in this manner on Mr. Amyatt for 
an action, which he put to the account of a treachery 
on Mr. Amyatt’s part, defigned to be put in cxe- 
cution, as foon as he fhould be out of the Nabob’s 
rcecach. Whether this was the cafe or not, or how 
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far the Nabob was to be juftified in ordering him, 
as he pretended, only to be detained, on whatever 
provocation, after the fafeguard given him, and 
his faith implicitly pledged for Mr. Amyatt’s fafety, 
we fhall not now examine. It is plain he confi- 
dered this as the principal caufe, publicly afigned, 
for our declaring war againft him, and every thing 
which happened afterwards, but as a confequence 
of the war. Deteftable as this diftincétion will ap- 
pear, it will fhow at leaft that the point, which 
Meer Coffim had continually in view, and to which 
he now alluded, was, that he had refolved not to be 
the agereffor in any of. the difputes between us, nor 
commit any act of hoftility, till we had forced him 
to ftand upon his defence, by our firft beginning 
the war. 

Ic will not be difputed that we were the imme- 
diate aggreffors in the war by the affault of the city 
of Patna. It may not become us to pronounce 
how far Mr. Ellis, io taking this ill-fated ftep, or 
the Board in authorizing him to do it, were to 
blame : of this every one will judge from the light 
in which it may differently appear to him. The 
PreGdent’s own opinion was, that Mr. Ellis’s in- 
tention was, from the beginning, to break with the 
Wabob, and that the difcretionary powers he fo 
earneftly folicited, and fo paffionately complained 
about when with-held, were wanted only as a 
fan&tion for executing what he had already refolved 
on. OF this the Prefident repeatedly declared his 
apprehenfions, and for that reafon always refufed 
to give his confent to any orders that put it in the 
power of Mir. Ellis to begin the war when he fhould 
think proper s and in effeét, no fooner was he in 
pofieffion of fuch an authority than he immediately 
made the ufe of it which had been dreaded. 

Ic will be argued by many that the war with the 


Nabb was unavoidable; and therefore that Mr. 
Ellis 
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Ellis. was in the right to. ftrike the firft blow, if 
by fo doing he could fecure an advantage ; but 
there are ftrong reafons to think (and. many fuch 
appear in the courfe of thefe authentic papers) that 
we were not at chat time Jo néar to a rupture, but 
that it was in our own power to ‘have avoided it, 
and upon our own terms, had we been earneftly 
anclined to peace. 

Mr. Amyatt’s negotiation had. been. broke off 
becaufe the Nabob {aw that whatever conceffions 
he might make, would be rendered of no effeét 
by the preparations which Mr. Ellis was making 
to attack the city of Patna, and would appear only 
as the effects of a confcioufnefs of his own weak- 
nefs. Hie therefore difmiffed Mr. Amyatt, and, as 
far as we can learn, with an appearance of friend- 
fhip. No war was declared by him, but the laft 
determination, upon the fubjeét of our differences, 
was left to the Governor and Council; and Mr. 
Elay remained with the Nabob as a pledge for the 
releafe of fuch of his Officers as were prifoners 
with us. 

It is moft probable, that had Mr. Ells kept 
himfelf quiet, and left the Nabob any. hope of an 
accommodation, he would have confented to the 
terms which were demanded of him, and fubmitted 
to ali the inconveniencies they wouid have laid him 
under, until juftice could be done him by the 
Company. There cannot be a ftronger proof of this 
than his letter of the 22d of June, wristen a few 
days before Mr. Amyatt’s departure, (fee A 6. a.) 
in which he gives up the preliminary articles, and 
offers to renew the treaty with Mr. Amyatr; and 
at the fame time, as a proof of his fincerity, he 
releafed the boats with arms, which had been till 
then detained. , a 

Pomibly the advices from Patna had given him 
hopes that Mr. Ellis might refrain from hoftilicies, 

VoL. II. X till 


306 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


till war or peace fhould be concluded on between 
him and Mr. Amyatt, or the Board. If fuch was 
his expectation, he was foon undeceived by Min- 
dee Aly Cawn’s letter, (before entered A 6.) which 
informed him that Mr. Ellis was preparing, to at- 
tack the city. He then ordered the boats with 
arms again to be ftopped, but ftill confented that 
Mr. Amyatt fhould take his leave, and tranimict 
him the final determination of the Board from 
Calcutta. 

They who are fond of fearching for refined and 
deep defigns in the moft natural actions, may at- 
tribute thefe quick changes in the Nabob’s behavi- 
our to a policy, formed to blind Mr. Amyatt and 
gain times;s which however will not appear very 
probable, if we reffeét that the whole of this tranf- 
action happened in the fhort fpace of two or three 
days. 

In this fituation Mr. Amyatt left the Nabobs 
Mr. Ellis heard of it the evening, of the 24th of 
June, and the fame night furprized and took the 
city. 

Let any impartial perfon now put himfelf in the 
place of Meer Coffim, and fay whether he could 
have regarded this affault on the city of Patna, 
without any declaration of war, in any other light 
than as an act of treachery, and the ftrongeft ar- 
gument that all the pacific declarations and prof- 
fered treaties, were only artifices to make him a 
dupe to our defigns, and the inftrument of his 
own ruin. 

Although very little can be faid for the princi- 
ple of attacking the Nabob firft, upon the fuppo- 
{ition that it was probable he might attack us, (an 
argument which would equally juftify every act of 
enmity to thofe whom we have at any time in- 
yured) yet we will fuppofe it allowable to feize fueh 
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an advantage, if the fafety of our forces at Patna 
abfolutely depended upon it. 

To form a judgment of this neceffity, it will be 
proper to confider the force which we had art that 
time at Patna, compared with that which Major 
Adams had under his command during the war. 

The former, as has been already mentioned, 
confifted of 220 Europeans Infantry rank and file, 
27 Officers, 57 Artillery, and two battalions and a 
half, or 2,700 Seapoys; thefe laft, excepting half 
a battalion, were the oldeft, and confequentrly the 
beít difciplined of any in the fervice. 

Major Adams had, before the battle of Ghe- 
reah, about 800 Europeans, including Artillery 
and Cavalry, and about 2,000 Seapoys, many of 
which were new recruits, raifed in Calcutta and 
the neighbourhood. . 

The difproportion between the two bodies will 
by no means appear fo great as that of the fervi- 
ces which they were to perform: Major Adams 
had to encounter the Nabob’s whole force, already 
Alufhed with fuccefs 3; whereas the detachment at 
Patna, which was then generally efteemed, and 
confeffed by Mr. Ellis himfclf, fuperior to any 
force that the INabob could fend againft ir, had 
nothing to fear but from a part of the Nabob’s 
troops, fince it is not likely that he would have 
teft the whole province of Bengal expofed to our 
army, to go and attack them at Patna; and as a 
proof of this, it appears from Mr. Amyatt’s letters 
bcfore he left Mongheer, that the Nabob had actu- 
ally fent forces down to Bengal. Neither, fup- 
pofing it neceffary to attack the city of Patna, 
would the place:have been made more defenfible 
by any reinforcements that the Nabob might have 
fent into it, Gnee thcir numbers were already {fo 
great, as Mr. Ellis repeatedly mentions in his let- 
tors, that any aided’ta them would but have in- 
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ereafed their confufion ; yet the city was carrii 
without the leatt difficulty; and the reader need 
not be told that it was not the want of numbers, 
but of order, that afrerwards occafioned our de- 
feat, and the lofs of the detachment. 

‘The Nabob, in many of his letters, complained 
©f a correfpondence carried on by Mr. Ellis and 
other gentlemen of that party, with Shuja Dowla, 
and of a concerted defign to procure the King’s 
nomination of another perlon to the Subahfhip. 
This charge was conftantly denied by thofe gentle- 
men, nor, however affured the Nabob might be, 
could he ever produce fufficient proofs to fatisfy 
the Board of thetruth of it. What foundation there 
was for fuch a fufpicion, will be beft feen in the 
following: extracts of two letters which were re- 
eecived from Shetabroy and Momtaz o Dowla fince 
the conclufion of the war, when they might think 
there was no longer any occafion to conceal their 
dervices, but rather chofe. to make a merit of them 
to both parties now united againft Meer Cofiim. 


P 6. Lixtract of a Letter front Rajah Shetabroy 


Zo Major Adams. 





= You are acquainted with the attachment I have 
tong ewn to the Englifh gentlemen 5; accordingly 
you have {een with your own eyes the favours be- 
itowed on me by Colonel Coote, and you may re- 
member that he introduced me to you at Ghy- 
rettys mereover you muft have heard from Co- 
łonel Coote and Major Carnac, of my fervices in 
treating with the king. Afterwards, when I re- 
aired out of the Patna province, on account of the 
enmity of Meer Mahomed Coffim, I went to the 
Royal army, where I remained eight months with 
the King and the Vizir; and then the Mharajah 
tent me along with Mharajah Beny Bahadre, who 
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is Naib of the Provinces, and has authority over 
all the affairs of the Empire. As I was always ex- 
tremely defirous of obtaining the good will of the 
Enelifth gentlemen, I forwarded all the letters which 
Mr. Ellis and Mr. Lufhinegton fent to the Court, 
and treated for them in a proper manners and ac- 
cerdingly ic is reported that all the bufinefs of the 
Englifh Chiefs at the Imperial Court is carried on 
through Shetabroy. 


© 6.— Extraé of a Letter from Moomtaz o Dowla 
to Nilajor Carnac. 


= Meer Coffim, notwithftanding the fmallnefs of 
his charge and the fhort duration of his Govern- 
ment, is yet greatly in debt to the Royal Sircar. 
Hiis Majefty has long been difpleafed with him. 
Wou feveral times reprefented to the Royal Pre- 
fence the behaviour of Meer Coffim, and your 
earnet defire, nor was it unadvifeable or difap- 
proved ; and his Majefty’s incdinations and endea- 
vours are now likewife entirely fuitable. 





R 6.—Ie is not to be doubted that Meer Coi- 
fam had, in his difpofiticn, the feeds of that cruelty 
and revenge which burft out with fuch vehemence, 
when his moderation and forbearance could no 
longer ferve him in any ftead. 

To his own fubjects he had behaved with great 
lenity, of which fome inftances have been pro- 
duced. Hie had fenfe enough to Know that the 
friendfhip of the Englifh would be his greateft fe- 
curity, and to dread their power if ever they fhould 
become his enemies ; and as he knew that fome of 
the members of the Council were diffatisfied with 
his appointment, it made him ufe the greater cau- 
tion to avoid any Cifputes with them, orto give 
them occafion from thence to tax him with difaf- 
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fection to the Englifh, or a diftruft of our faith- 
In the firit period “of his Government, while he faw 
himfelf in no great danger of coming to a rupture 
with us, he fteadily adhered to this principle; but 
when the difputes became more ferious, and feemed 
to portend a breach between us, fenlilte of the in- 
creafed power of his enemies, and difappecinted of 
the fuprort he had been miade to expect from the 
Company, he found himfelf neceflitared to ect a d- 
ferent parts and, at the fame time thar he tirove to 
evade the impending ttorm, to provide againit the ef- 
feéts of it.—T his will be eafily feen in the change of 
his behaviour after the fummoning of the Gencral 
Council; and to this caufe may be afcribed the 
too great attention which, in the decline of his ad- 
miniftration, he paid to the complaints of his © Fi- 
cers, and his connivance at their oppreffiors, which, 
whilft his complaints againít our own agents yet 
remained unredrefied, he could not punifh without 
perhaps expofing his own weaknefs, and forfeiting 
the attachment of the moft ufeful of his fubjecty. 
Thus far his conduét may bear tne fcevereft exa- 
mination; but how dreaciful the reverfe of his cha- 
syacter, when the war broke our, and his tem pers no 
longer under reftraint, gave a loole to all his paf-- 
fions and to the fpirit of revenge fo ccmmon to his 
countrymen, and fo deeply rooted by their religicn 
and education! The boarded refentment of all the 
injuries, which he had fuffained in a continued ex- 
ertion Of patience during, the three years of his Go- 
vernment, now aceravatcd by his natural timidity, 
and the profpect of an almoft inevitable ruin before 
his eyes, from this time took intire poftefiion of his 
mind, and drove from thence every principle of 
humanity, cll it had glutted itfelf with the bloed 
of every perfon within nis reach, who had either 
contributed to his misfortunes, cr even by real or 
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fancied connections with his enemies, became the 
objects of his revenge. 

Such was the melancholy end of the meafures 
which a violent party purfued, with immoveable 
perfeverance, from the beginning of Meer Cof- 
fim’s government, although no pains had been 
{pared to perfuade them of the neceffity of the 
meafures which had been taken, and to induce 
them to a temper lefs Hable to produce thofe ef- 
feéis, which fince have fallen with {fuch feverity 
upon us all! 

The Prefident has been cenfured by his enemies 
for efpoufaing too partially the caufe of the Nabob, 
and his friends have blamed him as much for ex- 
ercifing too great a lenity tothe faction which op- 
pofed him. It may not be improper to fhew the 
principles on which he guided himfelf towards 
both. 

‘The Nabob was fcarcely advanced to the Subah- 
fhip when the party formed itfelf againft him 5 
and as they made no fecret of their fentiments, 
but rather induftrioufly publifhed them, he had 
notice of it almoft as foon as they were formed, and 
of the meafures which were taken to fupport that 
partys, and co effeét his ruin. Fie was told that 
Colonel Coote, Major Carnac, Mr. Amyatt, and 
Mr. Ellis, had written to the Company again{t 
him, that they had fworn together to reftore Jaf- 
fier Aly Cawn, and that a communication was 
opened with England, and perfons fent thither to 
forward the fame defign. It was therefore the Pre- 
Gdent’s bufinefs to endeavour by every means to 
convince him that their friendfhip would continue 
unchanged, and that it was the Prefident’s refolu- 
tion to fupport him in all his juft rights ,; and this 
plan fo far fucceeded, as to gain and preferve an 
snfizmence over him, as long as he faw that the Pre- 
fident had it in his power to befriend him, and he 
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placed intire confidence in the Prefident’s attach- 
ment to him. In fupporting him the Prefidenr 
knew he fupported the e{tablifhmentr, with which 
the interefts of the Company were fo connected, 
that they cou!d not be feparated without danger of 
involving both in ruin: and he knew alfo that the 
Wabob could never raife his power to an equality 
with ours, nor fhake off his dependency on us, 
without running a rifque too difproportionate to the 
advantages which he might gain by it: nor could 
he ever propofe to himfelft any advantages by break- 
ing? with us, fo long as we continued to act within 
the terms of our treaty, and to lend him the affift- 
ance of our forces in his juft and neceflary con- 
cerns. But even allowing the probability of fuch 
a defign, nothing could be fo unjuft or abfurd, as 
to deny him the ufe of the authority in which we 
had fworn to maintain him, and without which the 
fecurity of the country muft have been continually 
expofed to danger; and that for no other reafon 
but becaufe it was poffible, that in fome period of 
time, he might make an ill ufe of his power, and 
employ it again{t us. 

The eftablifhing him therefore in the full au- 
thority over his own people, and allowing him the 
juft rights of his Government, was the fure means 
cf making him an ufeful ally, inftead of a burden 
to us; and by fhewing a fteady zeal and attach- 
ment to his interefts, we fhould infure the fame at- 
tachment in him to ours, and be certain to reap 
che fruits of his fidelity. 

This rule the Prefident laid down for his own 
conduct, and as far as it confiftted with the inter- 
efits of the Company, to which it was fubfervient, 
he invariably purfued it, excepting where the vio- 
Jence of faction forced him into meafures which he 
could not prevent; and even then he kept the 
fame principle in view,and refumed it where he could 
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with fafety to the caufe which he was defending. 
And it muft ever give him a confcious fatrisfaétion 
to reflect, that had the reft of the gentlemen at 
the head of our affairs conducted themfelves by his 
example, we fhould at this time enjoy the acquifa- 
tions derived to us from Meer Coffim’s advance- 
ment to the Subahfhip, improved by all the be- 
nefits that a fettled tranquillity, and a flourifhingg 
commerce could add to them; and we fhould have 
every reafon to be fatisfied with our friendfhip and 
connections with a man, whom we now regard as 
a vagabond, 2 murderer, and the wortt of ty- 
rants, rendered fuch by the defpair to which our 
anyuftice has driven him. 

It was a great object to keep the Nabob firm to 
his engagements, and the Prefident was no lefs fo- 
licitous to introduce a good underftanding among 
ourfelves. It is true he neither attempted this by 
unbecoming folicitations, nor by confulting the 
perfonal interefts of thofe whom he wifhed to fee 
of the fame opinion with himfelf; but refting on 
the integrity of his own heart, he withftood every 
attack on the eftablifhment which he had been an 
inftrument in railing, and bore every affault upon 
his own character with temper and forbearance ; 
knowing, that to oppofe their violence with equal 
violence, would but accelerate the ruin of the Com- 
pany’s affairs, which it was his aim to prevent. 
And perhaps nature had as much fhare in this his 
difpofition as policy; for the truth is, an early 
gentlenefs and humanity difcovered themfelves in 
his temper, and difinclined him ever from acts of 
feverity ; and experience of men and bufinefs had 
habituated him to look upon the errors and paí- 
fions of others with the indulgence which he would 
expect to his own; and, upon this occafion, he 
yielded the more readily to this prevailing inclina- 
tien, becaufe he krew that nothing tended fo furely 
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to the deftruction of a ftate, even in the moft flou- 
rifhing circumftances, as divifions among thole who 
rule ics; and he hoped that whilft he kept fuch a guard 
upon his own conduét, as to obviate every pretence 
of cenfure againft himfelf, and avoided all difagree- 
able and perfonal altercations, the flame of conten- 
tion would go out of itfelf for want of fuel to keep 
it alive. 

Such were his hopes; but he knew not the fpi- 
rits that he had to deal with, and he found too 
late, that the gentleft ufage loft all its effects with 
prejudices fo deeply rooted, and with minds com- 
pelled, by mutual ties, to perfevere in the caufe in 
which they were once engaged. 

If it be afked what precautions are necefflary to 
prevent frefh troubles in thefe provinces, and a re- 
newal of our difputes with the Country Govern- 
ment, the anfwer is eafy; That either the regula- 
tions agreed on with Meer Coffim muft be adopted, 
or an entire ftop muft be put to the innovations 
which have taken place fiance the capture of Cal- 
eutta, andthe private trade be reftrained within 
its ancient bounds. 

The reafon is plain: Great advantages accrued 
from thefe articles of trade, both to the country 
merchants who ufed to carry it on, and to the Go- 
vernment by the cuftoms drawn from it. Both 
thefe are now cut off, and the whole, in a manner, 
engeroffed by the Englifh, who fay they will pay 
no cuftoms; and to fupport this ufurpation, our 
Agents and Gomaflahs are armed with an authority 
independent of the Officers of the Government. 

If we reftrain the power of our Agents and Go- 
matftahs, and acquiefce in the Nabob’s Officers ex- 
ercifing their proper authority in deciding difputes, 
where {luch dependents of ours are concerned, they 
will, for the moft part, abufe their authority, ard 
totally obftruct our trade, impelled not only by the 
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zealoufy with which they regard this innovation 
of ours, and by their own interef{ts, but by the com- 
plaints of the country merchants, who find them- 
felves excluded, and the oppreffions to which this 
trade is more peculiarly liable, when under no con- 
troul. Ic is true, that in this cafe, as in every 
other, our dependents have aright to appeal tothe 
Prefidency ; but what is that in fact but an appeal 
to the point of the {word, which it will always be 
doubtful whether we can lawfully ufe, when the 
complaints are merely private, and the diftance of 
place, and the difficulty of producing proof, will 
put it out of our power to do any juftice, or if 
any, it muft be very tedious, expenfive and un- 
certain. 

The Nabob’s right to th's authority in his own 
Government, cannot in juftice be difputed, and the 
lef{fs fo, becaufe our own jurifdiction does not extend 
thither, nor have we either judges to determine dif- 
putes in thofe diftant parts, or laws to determine 
them by. Yetthis right of the Country Govern- 
ment is fuperfeded, and muft be totally annihilated, 
if ic be refolved that the privileges of cur private 
trade fhould extend fo far. And it may not be im- 
proper to remark here, that it was upon this reafon- 
ing the Prefident agreed in the contultation of the 
firit of March, that our Agents and Gomafttahs 
Mould not be fubjeét to the actual controul of the 
Couatry Government, after having affured the Na- 
bob, in the regulations, that they /Lowsd, for the 
Council having refolved that they would infit on 4 
free trade in all articles and to all places, there was 
no way of preferving it but by fuperfeding the 
right of the Nabob’s Government. “The violence 
with which the Nabob’s Officers exercifed their au- 
thority the initant 1t was put into their hands by 
the Nabolb, made the Prefident the Jefs attentive ta 
ghe patural rights of juftice ið this Cate, iiti = 
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iaw plainly that on either fide there would be great 
oppreffions ; and he lefs dreaded the effects of any 
complaints which the Nabob might make, than the 
dangerous confequences which they would produce 
if we ourfelves were the fufferers. 

The prefent Nabob, Meer Jaffier, is no lefs cla- 
morous upon thefe fubjeéts than Meer Coffim was; 
and it is very plain, that upon the prefent fyftem 
no friendfhip can be preferved with any Nabob. 
The two Governments clafh too frequently to ftand 
upon a friendly footing 3 and therefore, if it is not 
thought right to eftablifh the regulations and reftric- 
tions before mentioned, it is the higheft degree of 
abfurdity to pledge the national faith to a treaty 
which it is not poffible fhould fubfift, and to bind 
ourfelves to fupport the Nabob in the authority over 
his country, when we deny him the exercife of that 
authority for the protection of his own fubjecéts, at 
the fame time too that we confeffedly want the 
power of protecting them ourfelves. 


It has been afferted by feveral members of the 
Board, in their minutes before entered, that the 
oppreffions of the Gomaftahs, fo frequently com- 
plained of, had no exiftence. As an inconteftible 
proof that fuch oppreffions did, and aétually do 
exift, it may not be amifs to fubjoin the following 
extracts of two letters which have been received 
fince the troubles, upon this very fubjeét; and a 
copy of a paper of regulations which were propof- 
ed by the Nabob, and fent to the Board by Major 
Adams. 
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S 6. Extract of a Letter from Mr. George 
Gray, Refident at Maulda, fo the Governor. 


Dated the 7th of January 1764, at Purnea., 





INCE my arrival here, I have had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing the villainous practice ufed by 
the Calcutta Gomattahs, in carrying on their buf- 
nefs. The Government have certainly too much 
reafon to complain of their want of influence in 
their country, which is torn to pieces by a fet of 
raicals, who in Calcutta walk about with a clour, 
but when they are {fent out on Gomaftahfhips, 
lord it over the country, impriioning the ryots and 
merchants, and writing and talking in the moft in- 
- folent domineering manner to the Fouzedars and 
Officers ; fo that as they teil me, it is not the real 
Enelyh, but the Englijb Gomaftabhs, who harrafs the 
country. I fhall fome day give you a more parti- 
cular account of them. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Senior, Chief 
of Cofiimbuzar. 


Dated the 23d of March 1764. 


T would amaze you, the number of com- 
plaints that daily come before me, of the ex- 
‘< travagances committed by our Agents and Go- 
<< maftahs all over the country. But, by punifh- 
cc ing fome of the immediate fervants of the facto- 
s ry, and dif{mifling others, I hope in time to bring 
«c thing ona proper footing.” 
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S 6. a —— Ex trać? from a Paper of Reprefentations, 
delivered by the Nabob Jaffer Aly Cawn zo Major 
Adams, zo be laid before the Board. 


Article ıt. As there are factories of the Englifh 
Company at Cofflimbuzar, Dacca, Patna, and other 
places, and Chiefs and Counfellors are there, what- 
ever duf{tucks there may be for trade, let them be 
eftablifhed under the feal of the Enghfh Company, 
and let them not interfere nor grant recommenda- 
tions in the affairs of the revenues and the country, 
as it is a means of weakening the authority of my 
Officers. 

Article 2d. Seapoys and Hiircarahs, in the name 
of the Englifh Company, go into the country and 
opprefs the ryots. If they are fent into the country 
for the Company’s bufinefs, let them have with them 
a certificate, under the feal of the Englifh Counfel- 
lors ; and if they go into the country without a cer- 
tiGcate and make a difturbance, let them be pu- 
nifhed. 

“Article 2d. Let not the Englifh Gomaftahs take 
pofieNion of, and fet up their authority in any of 
the Zemindaries or * Milky Lands, nor receive mo- 
ney for protection, nor hold any farms; and who- 
ever has taken poffefion of any lands, let him re- 
linquifh them, and let not protection be granted to 
the dependents of the Sircar. 

Article ath. I-et there be duftucks onder the 
Company’s feal, with boats loaded with filver and 
goods, and let them país and repafs, giving copies 
to the Chokeydar, according to cuitom. 

Article 7th. With regard to the Gomattahs of 
the Enelifh Company and Counfellors, let them not, 
for their own affairs and concerns, tend Seapoys 

* Lands «:ranted by the King, rent free, or for a trifling: 
confideratici. 

upon 
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upon the ryots, nor opprefs them, nor force them 
to purchafe their goods; and if any difpute fhould 
arife, lec them make it known to the Officer of the 
Sircar, and have it fettled by him. 


Many other proofs, if neceflary, might be pro- 
duced, of difturbances having been.committed by 
our Gomattahs in all parts of the country. The 
moft particular account is that, tranfmitted by Ser- 
jeant Brego, and already inferted, (M 3.) To 
thefe quotations it will not be improper to add ano- 
ther, from a letter received from Mer. Cartier long 
before the troubles, not only for the fake of the 
proof implied in it, of the countenance which thofe 
oppreffions met with from us, but as an argument 
of the impofmMbility of carrying on the trade, fo 
much contefted for, without fuch oppreffions. 


S 6. b— Extract of a Letter from Mr. Cartier, 
Chief of Dacca. 


Dated the 8th of November 1761, 


Freedom of trade is too defirable not to be 
wifhed for, but difficult to be eftablifhed. 
W hile the Country Government are interefted to aí- 
ft thofe that pay a duty on importation, they will 
fecretly ufe methods to prevent the tale of our 
goods, if left at their full liberty; or was I to un- 
dertake co fell below the common run of the marker, 
the picars and merchants would be-° intimidated 
from trading with me, unlefs permitted to do fo; 
or is it probable they would, when it is fo oppofite 
to the intereft of the people in the Government ? 
So that an undue and ruinous influence muft be ex- 
erted on one fide, and nothing left to oppofe it. 
As foon as the war with Meer Coffim was ended, 


and the Nabob Meer Jaffer was in full potTfet- 
fhon 
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fion of his Governments, the Prefident thought him- 
felf at liberty to leave the country, which he had 
before declared his refolution of doing, when there 
fhould be no longer any public call upon him for 
his ay. He accordingly acquainted the Board 
with his intention in the following letter. 


T 6.——-T0 the Gentlemen of Council at Fort 
William. 


Fort William r9th December :763. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE unexpected and unfortunate events with 

which che war with the Nabob began, and 
which fpread an alarm, that in fome meafure affect- 
ed the fertlement itfelf, occafioned my altering my 
intention of going, to Europe laft September; but 
our army being now matters of the whole province, 
and hoftilities -at an end, I think my employers 
cannot difapprove of my profecuting that intention 
this feafon; and that my friends and family might 
blame me if I remained longer without urgent rea- 
fons, in a climate which has been found to affect me 
fo frequently with dangerous diforders. It is my 
intention therefore to take my leave of you the be- 
ginning, of next month, and to proceecdct with Com- 
modore Tinker to Madrafs, where I fhall embark 
Immediately in his Mayjefty’s fhip Panther for 
England. 

I think it my duty at the fame time to acquaint 
you with what obfervations occur to me on the 
prefent ftate of the country. Meer Jaffier being 
again in poffefflon of the Government, it is my 
wifh he fhould be fupported in it as long as he lives. 
This was aifo my wifh Lefore, but I found it 
Iimpoffible ; and zow again, if fome timely pre- 

= cautions 
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cautions are not taken, I am apprehenfive that you 
may foon fand yourfelves under the fame difficulties. 
— The Nabob’s incapacity for bufinefs is univer- 
fally acknowledged 3 he fhould endeavour to make 
up for that deficiency, by appointing men of ex- 
perience and character to manage the different 
branches ; but he feems rather inclined to throw 
himfelf into the hands of thofe who flatter his 
weaknefs and take advantage of it. We are al- 
fured that Nuncoomar has at this time the entire 
difpofal of the Nabob’s will, and of all the affairs 
of the provinces ; of which the confequence will 
be, that we fhall be continually amufed and per- 
plexed with his arts and intrigues. We fhall be 
told of the fchemes of the King, and the Mor::ttas, 
and all the Chiefs of the empire, and what weight 
and intereft he has with thems; we fha!ll be obiiged 
to keep a large army conttantly in the field, to 

uard the province again(t defigns which never 
exifted ; by which our military expences will abforb 
the moft part of our revenues, and the Nabob will 
be led into an extravagant difflipation of his money 
to foreign powers to indulge the * pride of his 
Minifters, and at length, being unable to fulfil 
his engagements and pay his own troops, will fall 


azain to ruin. 





* There is before the Board a ftriking inftance of Nun- 
coomar’s intriguing difpofition. — The very firit letters, which 
came from the Vizir and his principal Officers, are filled with 
nothing but the praifes of Nuncoomar. — His titles and feals 
are received before the Nabob’s own; and before any affurances 
are given the Nabob that he will have the Sunnuds for the 
provinces, he is told that he muft give Nuncoomar fuch and 
{uch particular employments, the moit honourable and valuable 
belonging to the Government ; end which the Nabob at his 


departure from Calcutta had promifed to Roy-douluv. 


Votes Ls ed T bis 


322 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


This danger fhould be provided againft as foon 
as an opportunity offers of advifing withthe Nabob, 
in fuch a manner as not to excite his jealoufy or 
fear; and the fame opportunity fhouwld alfo be 
taken of fettling the fucceffion, that there may be 
no confufion in cafe of his demife, as from his ad- 
vanced age fuch an event may always be appre- 
hended. Senfible as Iam of the neceffity of guard- 
ing apainft thefe dangers, it is with reluctance I 
mention them, left it fhould be fuggefted thar I 
would promote any meafures difagreeable to the 
WNabob; but as my duty to the Company has al- 
ways had more weight with me than any other con- 
fideration, fo it is that only which on this occafion 
cictates to me. 

By fome of the Nabob’s letters you have feen al- 
ready with how much uneafinefs he exprefies himfelf, 
upon the leaft complaint of our fubordinate factories, 
Agents, or Gomaftahs, interfering with his Officers 
in any part of the country. — Our influence is fuch 
that it will for the moft part over-rule the Nabob’s, 
fo that any dependent of ours may abufe that in- 
Muence with impunity, if the greatefit care is not 
taken; and on all fuch occafions, the complaints 
that are made are attended with invidious exag- 
gerations, in order to excite as much as poffible the 
jealoufy of the Government. In fhort, our autho- 
rity has extended itfelf fo very near the Nabob s, 
that they are frequently clafhing ; and without a 
very fteady and moderate conduét on both fides, 
they cannot fubfft upon their prefent footing, nor 
a friendfhip be maintained with this Nabob or any 
other. To put an end to this precarious and 
Auctuating ftate, it is likely the Company will 
tefolve on an entire change of fyftem, and either 
d:aw their own connections with the Country Go- 

vernment into narrower limits, and redace the 
Pp: ivate 
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Private trade to the footing it was on before the 
capture of Calcutta, or elfe extend them further, 
and render the Country Government fully and con- 
fefledly dependent on theirs. But it will require 
your greateft care, Gentlemen, to keep the fcale 
even, till the orders of the Company can arrive, 
and to prevent a repetition of thefe tragi-al events 
of which wehave been lately the unhappy Witneffes. 


I am, &c. 





In anfwer to this, the following addrefs was fent 
by the Board, dated the fame day. 


T6.a.— SIR, 


"The letter, which you laid before us at the Board 
this morning, having met with our ferious confice- 
ration, we beg leave to offer you our fentiments 
thereon. 

Though the war againft Coffim Aly Cawn is 
near brought to a conclufion, and we have a pro- 
{pect of the country being fhortly reftored to-its 
former tranquillity, yet it will be a work of great 
difficulty to eftablifh meafures for the rendering 
that tranquillity perfeét and fecure,; and many 
refolutions will be found neceffary to be taken, to 
prevent, if poffible, the country and the Company’s 
trade from being again expofed to the hazard and 
defolation of war; thefe which you have your- 
felf inftanced are fuch as tend very effentially to 
this purpofe, and will require the greateft {teadinefs 
and attention to bring them to an happy fue. 
From a conviétion therefore, Sir, of the material 
fervice you can be of in forwarding fo falutary a 
work, and wherein the well-being of the Company 

ho 
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I io immediately concerned, we cannot but unani- 
moufly join in requefting that you will poftpone your 
intention of returning to Europe this feafon, and 
that you will continue in the prefidency of this 
fettlemenr, until we {hall have the honour to re- 
ceive the Company’s orders in regard to the future 
management of their affairs in thefe provinces. 


We are, with much efteem, 
S I R, 
Your moft obedient 


Humble fervants, 


Witrti1am BILLERSE, 
JOHN CARNAC, 
WARREN HIASTINGS, 
RANDOLPH MARRIOTT, 
Huc WATTS, 
A. Wa SENIOR, 

Joun BURDETT- 


Wpon this reprefentation of the Council, the 
Prefident could nor refufe to defer his departure, 


and accordingly replied to their letter in the fol- 
lowing terms. | 


T 6. b.——— To rhe Gentlemen of the Council 
of Fort William. 


Fort William, 22d December 1763. 
GENTLEMEN, 

{T HI A VE received the honour of your lettcr 

| of the 19th, in which you are pleafed to exprefs 

Our Opinion, that my remaining in the Govern- 

ment 
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ment at this time is effential to the Company’s 
fervice. 

As I think it my duty to prefer that confidera- 
tion before all others, I have, in confequence of 
your reprefentation, determined to ftay till next 
feafon. I fhall hope from your affiftance fuch 
relief, as my uncertain ftate of health may require; 
and am happy in the conviction that we fhall carry 
on all our bufinefs with perfect unanimity. 


i am, 


Gentlemen, &c, 


F IN I S 





c3] 

Kella, Caftle, Citadel. 

Kiftbundee, a contract for the acquittance of a debt by 
{tated payments. 

Kellaar, Khaleat, whatever fuperiors give to inferiors, 
robes, arms, horfes.—Sirrapah, a complete drefs 5; Sirr, 
the head 3; Pah, the foot. 

Khotbah, or Cutba, Cootba, is the harangue read by 
the Priefts (Mullahs) on Fridays in the iNlofques, in 
which the Prince who then governs is prayed for. 

Lack of rupees, about twelve thoufand five hungred 
pound. 

IVI. 


Maund, a grofs weight between 70 and 80o pounds. 

Moonfhe, or Moontfhee, a Perfian fecretary. 

VIl uahulcha, or Miuckulka, an obligation with a penalty 
annexed. 

Miunfub, a dignity- 

WMlorattas, warriors, horfenmei1, attciardicd each with two 
men on foot. 

Mufnid, a particular place in the Divan 
eft feat 

iWlofque, a Moorifh church. 

Muttafuddy, or MIuttaíuddie, King’s officer, the Nabob’s 





the high- 


accountant. 
N. 
Nabob, a Governor of a Province, the King’s Vice- 
gerent. 


Naib, a Deputy. 

Nazim, Governor of a Province under the Nabob or 
Nawob. 

Nezaranna Subadarree, the fees of the Nazim. 

Naick, officer. 

©. 

Omrahs, Privy-Councellors, men of the firft rank in the 
empire, they are under the Vizier, but are moftly 
concerned in all the revolutions of the ftate. 

Peons, infantry, fervants. 

Perwannah, an order or command, fometimes a grant. 

Pykars, or Pykes, or Picars, officers relative to the fervice 
of the lands. 

Phoufdar, a renter. 

Pefhceufh, a prefent from an inferior to a fuperior. 


Pergunna, 


[ 4 ] 


Pergunna, a diftrit containing any number of AZouzas, or 
parifhess, the rents of which are collected at one place 
called a Cutcherry. 

R. 

Rewana, or Ruanna, ftatement, adjuftment or rule. 

Raja, the higheft title of the Gentoo Princes. 

Ryots, tenants, weavers, who fellto the Picars, who again 
fupply the merchants. 
ahdars, who have the charge of the highways. 

Sep poys, Indian foldiers, who are entertained and dif- 

lined by the Europeans. 

Slcca rupees, coin of the pureft gold. 

Shah, King, Shahzada royally born, King’s eldeft fon. 

Subadar, Lord Lieutenant of a Province. 

Shahbunder, Chief of the port, Cuftom-houfe officer. 

Sunnud, charter, grant, patent. 

Shroff, a money-changer, or banker. 

Souba, Viceroy of one af the two great Provinces. 

‘Telingas, Seapoys: l 

‘Tuncaws, afignments upon lands. 

Tolingas, the people who aifhift the Shahbunder, 

“Tomtom, a drum. 

“Taalucdar, next in office to a Jemmadar. 

“Toffals, falt-pans. 

Va 

Vackeel, agent, or refident factor. 

ww. 

Weadadar, Collector of the revenues. 


Year. The year is divided into two feafons, the one 


called Kherief- The other called Rebsee. 
W hich comprehends W hich contains 

Ai m September Cheit March 
Cartie October Byfaac April 
Aghan November Jeet May 
Poos December Aflar June 
Maug January Sawun July 
Phagun February Bhadun Auguft. 


Zemin, land, Zemindars, landholders 
Zunana, the tent of the women. 





Princes. 


Bie Be ahi ae ae he Bi aie a ae ae ae i a ae a ae i ae ae ah ad ah ae 
An ExprtanaTtTion of moit of the Perfazx and 
iMoorifh "Terms in the preceding Volumes. 


A. 

Arzee, or Arzdafht, a petition. a 

Afama, or Affamees, dealers in differemt branches of 
trade. 

Amnaes, a coin. | 

Aumaens, an officer of the Government. 

Aurungs, or Arungs, works, meanufactories. 

#Aumils, officers of the Government. 

Bang, an intoxicating juice of a vegetable. 

Batta, an extraordinary allowance to the army when 
abroad in the field, or in any country garrifon where 
provifions are f{carce. 3 

Betel, a leaf not unlike that of a kidney-bean, it grows 
on a vine exactly in the fame manner, and is in great 
ufe, from the Prince to the beggar. T hey conftantly 
chew it, mixed with chinam and betel-nut ; for the 
betel-leaf and the betel-nut are from difterent plantse 
“The farmers of Madras pay the Company from fix to 


feven thoufand pounds a year for the exclufive privi- 
lege of vending it. 


Banyan, India merchant. 
Buxtfhbunder, treafurer of the cuftoms to the Mogul. 
Burcundafiees, foldiers. 
Bazar, market. 
GA 
Caouns, a meafure of quantity 
Chunam, or Chinam, lime. E 
Chokey, or Chokiers, guards at the ftairs or landing 
places. 


Cowry, fifth fhells. | 

Cootba, or Cutba, proclamation; acknowledgment of 
the King’s title. 

Coffrees, negroes brought to India from the Cape. 

Chucla, the jurifdiétion of a Phoufdar, who receives the 
rents from the Gemindars. | 

Cutwauls, magiftrates who punifh for inferior crimes, 

Cofs, or Corfe, a meafure from two miles to two mites 
anda half. 

C rere 


C 2] 
Crore, of Rupees, an hundred lack. 
Coffid, a foot-meffenger, or poft. 
Circar, or Sircar, Government, number of towns under 
one head or governor. 
D; 


Duftuck, an order. 

Duftore, cuftoms. 

Daroga, mayor. 

Dadney, pitch. 

Dewan, King’s treafurer. 

Jewanny, fuperintendancy over the royal revenues. 

Darbar, court or council, and fometimes a levee only. 

Pauks, metiengers, pofts, advanced parties. 

Dilolls, mechanics, wane ees 

Fougedar, or Fouzdar, a military officer. 

Firmaun, or Phirmaund, a patent or paper figned by the 
Mogul 5; a royal mandate or grant. 


Gentoos, or Zentoos, Indiams, natives of Indoftan, 
idolaters. 
€Somafttah, factor or agent, 
Csunge, grain-market. 
€Sauts, wharfs. 
Golahs, warechoufes to keep grain. 
CGsuzerburns, they who colleét duties on the high-roads. 
Gurris, fixtieth part of a day. 
Hlackeries, carts or coaches drawn by oxen. 
HMavildar, military officer. 
#FHircarahs, {fpies. 
Fiusbulhookum, a patent figned by the Vizier. 
Hauts, markets. 
Fa 


Jemmidar, Jematdar, the commander of a troop. 
Jageer, or Jaghire, a territory or domain granted for a 
particular ufe, either to maintain a number of troops, 
or keep a fort in repair. 
Jagheerdar, the holder of a fief from the Crown, for 
= which the poffeffor pays no rents, but is obliged by his 
tenure, to do perfonal fervice to the King when 
called on. 
K 


Kelladar, or Killedar, a Governor of a fort, who muft 
mot ftir out of his fort, unlefs by order. 
Kella, 


